
MY STORY – WEEK 3

TALK SUMMARY:

1 & 2 Peter were written to followers of Jesus living in the northern areas of Asia Minor 
(modern day Turkey). These were people facing an increasing amount of hostility and 
harassment from their Greek and Roman neighbors.

During this time, the disciple Peter writes two letters to encourage followers of Jesus to 
stand strong and remain hopeful in the midst of what they were experiencing.  

Like any author, Peter writes what he does based on a worldview that has been shaped 
by the people who have influenced him, along with his life experiences. 

Without question, Peter was most influenced by Jesus. During the three years Peter 
was a disciple, he heard and saw things that led him to conclude “eternal life” is found in 
Jesus. Eternal life isn’t simply about living forever. It’s about a quality of life that can be 
experienced today!

After Peter experienced this “eternal life”, he refused to unfollow Jesus. He understood 
that to unfollow Jesus meant putting his faith in someone or something else, because 
ultimately, we are all betting our lives on something.  

Many of the things Peter writes in his letters seem unrealistic and insensitive. He tells 
his readers to stand strong, live honorable lives, be careful in how they talk about the 
people persecuting them, and to remain hopeful.

But Peter’s words are rooted in his firm belief that these first century Jesus followers 
have been given eternal life and that reality should be shaping their story!

Finally, we considered two life-changing questions this week:

1. If I unfollow Jesus, what are my other options?
2. Do I have eternal life?
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CHOOSE THE QUESTIONS YOU FEEL FIT BEST WITH YOUR GROUP 
(IT’S NOT NECESSARY TO GO THROUGH ALL OF THEM)

1. Talk about one of your favorite bosses, coaches, or teachers. What made it easy 
for you to follow that person?

2. What did you most need to hear or be reminded of from this week’s talk?

3. The big idea of this series is, “The decisions we make today will determine the 
story we tell tomorrow.” Can you think of a decision you made at one point (or a 
series of small decisions) that ended up having much bigger impact on your life 
story than you imagined?

4. Eternal life can be defined as a quality of life that begins now and lasts forever. 
Practically speaking, what does this mean? How does it impact our marriage, 
parenting, career, etc.?

5. Peter knows that it’s difficult to follow Jesus in the midst of persecution. 
Regardless, he writes these words… “Be careful to live properly among your 
unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will 
see your honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God when he judges the 
world.” 1 Peter 2:11 

What does someone with an attractive faith look like? 

6. Everyone will go through seasons in which they consider unfollowing Jesus. This 
tends to be during times of transition, temptation, or trials. 

• When has following Jesus been inconvenient, uncomfortable, or costly for you? 
Can you think of a time you did something you absolutely didn’t want to do, but 
chose to because you felt Jesus was asking you to?  

8. Are you currently being nudged to do something, say something, quit something, start 
something, or give up something? What can this group do to support you?
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