
MY STORY – WEEK 6

TALK SUMMARY:

1 & 2 Peter were written to followers of Jesus living in the northern areas of Asia Minor 
(modern day Turkey). These were people facing an increasing amount of hostility and 
harassment from their Greek and Roman neighbors.

During this time, the disciple Peter writes two letters to encourage followers of Jesus to 
stand strong and remain hopeful in the midst of what they were experiencing.  

In his first letter, Peter focuses on how to live out faith in difficult times. In his second 
letter, he focuses on staying alert and guarding against false teachings.

It’s interesting that Peter dedicates almost an entire letter to warning his readers about 
bad or distorted teaching from the Bible, because even though most people would 
agree it’s not a good thing, it doesn’t seem like that big of a deal. 

In reality, false or distorted teaching about Jesus or foundational truths from the 
Scripture is incredibly destructive. It divides people, confuses people, ruins 
relationships, builds false confidence, and puts the emphasis on what we can do for 
Jesus, rather than on what Jesus has done for us.

CHOOSE THE QUESTIONS YOU FEEL FIT BEST WITH YOUR GROUP 
(IT’S NOT NECESSARY TO GO THROUGH ALL OF THEM)

1. Ice breaker – Ask all or some of the following “Would You Rather” questions:

• Would you rather visit a crazy scary haunted house or the most confusing 
corn maze on Halloween?

• Would you rather get a Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup or KitKat bar in your 
candy bag?

• Would you rather buy a new costume to wear or put together a costume 
from things you already have?

• Would you rather go to a Halloween party or watch a scary movie at home 
on Halloween?
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2. What did you most need to hear or be reminded of from this week’s talk?

3. Charles Spurgeon is credited with saying, “Discernment is not knowing the 
difference between right and wrong. It is knowing the difference between right 
and almost right.”

Have you ever believed something about Jesus (or a key teaching from 
Scripture) that you later discovered was a little true, but not fully true? If you’re 
comfortable sharing what the teaching was, please do. 

4. The disciple Peter writes, 

“But there were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will be false teachers 
among you...” 2 Peter 2:1

It’s important to know that there is a big difference between someone who 
teaches something that is wrong (ie: they misinterpreted the Scripture) and 
someone who is a false teacher. What do you think are some differences?

5. One of the ways we can protect ourselves from deception is by STAYING ALERT 
and actively looking for false teachings. Peter writes…

Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a 
roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. 1 Peter 5:8

We tend to be most vulnerable to sin, temptation, and bad teaching when we’re 
tired, indifferent, cynical, feeling empty inside, etc.

What are some ways we can protect ourselves from becoming vulnerable to bad 
teaching?

6. Another way we can protect ourselves from deception is to BE ON GUARD. This 
means that when we’re confronted with bad teaching we actively look for ways to 
resist it. Peter writes… 

So be on guard; then you will not be carried away by the errors of these wicked 
people and lose your own secure footing. 2 Peter 3:17

One of the most common and accepted “bad teachings” that we need to guard 
against is placing more emphasis on what we can do for Jesus rather than on 
what Jesus has done for us. Why is it so easy to gravitate towards thinking 
about, focusing on, and obsessing over all the things we should be doing for 
Jesus?
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7. Peter’s hope for his readers is written out at the start of his letter…

May God give you more and more grace and peace as you grow in your 
knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord. 2 Peter 1:2

What are some practical ways we can grow in our knowledge and understanding 
of who Jesus is and what He has done for us?
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