
MY STORY – WEEK 7

TALK SUMMARY:

1 & 2 Peter were written to followers of Jesus living in the northern areas of Asia Minor 
(modern day Turkey). These were people facing an increasing amount of hostility and 
harassment from their Greek and Roman neighbors.

During this time, the disciple Peter writes two letters to encourage followers of Jesus to 
stand strong and remain hopeful in the midst of what they were experiencing.  

In his first letter, Peter focuses on how to live out faith in difficult times. In his second 
letter, he focuses on staying alert and guarding against false teachings.

It’s interesting that Peter dedicates almost an entire letter to warning his readers about 
bad or distorted teaching, because even though most people would agree it’s not a 
good thing, it doesn’t seem like that big of a deal. 

In reality, false or distorted teaching about Jesus or foundational truths from the 
Scripture is incredibly destructive. It divides people, confuses people, ruins 
relationships, builds false confidence, and puts the emphasis on what we can do for 
Jesus, rather than on what Jesus has done for us.
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CHOOSE THE QUESTIONS YOU FEEL FIT BEST WITH YOUR GROUP 
(IT’S NOT NECESSARY TO GO THROUGH ALL OF THEM)

1. Icebreaker – If you’re at a trivia night, what category would you know most 
about?

2. What did you most need to hear or be reminded of from this week’s talk?

3. Satan is given many titles throughout the Scriptures. Here are a few of them:

• The evil one (1 John 5:19)
• The tempter (1 Thessalonians 3:5)
• The enemy (Matthew 13:39)
• A murderer (John 8:44)
• A destroyer (John 10:10)
• A thief (John 10:10)
• Ruler of demons (Matthew 9:34)
• The great dragon and ancient serpent who deceives the whole world 

(Revelation 20:2)

How often do you think about the reality of Satan and where do you think he’s 
been most successful in deceiving people? 

4. Pastor Dave shared a story about how as a young pastor he used an illustration 
of a beaten up rose to caution students from sleeping around. His hope was to 
get them to realize that eventually nobody would want them if they did. Later, 
Dave regretted using that illustration and realized he had fallen for one of Satan’s 
lies… the distortion of shame. In reality, God fully loves and accepts us 
regardless of the choices we make.

Do you have any stories that you feel comfortable sharing about how you fell for 
one of Satan’s lies during a particular season of your life? 

5. Truth distortions are statements that are either lies or half-truths. Read some of 
the following truth distortions and see if you can think of other common ones:   

“It’s important to follow your heart and live authentically. You need to be true to 
who you are.”

“Almost everyone is a good person. We make mistakes, but at our core we’re all 
good people.”

“Jesus is a way to God. A person can find their own way to God through a 
number of different spiritual experiences.”

 2



“God wants to prosper you in your health, in your family, in your relationships, in 
your business, and in your career. You’re his child and he wants you to be 
happy.”

“If you have enough faith God will provide the miracle you need.”

6. Many of the teachings we come across in Scripture are difficult to live out. For 
example, Peter wrote this to Jesus followers on the receiving end of 
persecution…

Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with insults when people insult you. 
Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what God has called you to do, 
and he will grant you his blessing.  1 Peter 3:9

It’s only when we live out these kind of teachings that we realize the good they 
do in our own life. What have you found to be one of the most difficult teachings 
of Scripture for you to live out? 

7. If you could determine a word or sentence to summarize the story of your life 
what would it be? 
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