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SEPTEMBER 26, 2017 

 
A Tale of Two Cities, 1859, Charles Dickens, 489 pages. 

 

After eighteen years as a political prisoner in the Bastille, the ageing Doctor Manette is 

finally released and reunited with his daughter in England. There the lives of two very 

different men, Charles Darnay, an exiled French aristocrat, and Sydney Carton, a 

disreputable but brilliant English lawyer, become enmeshed through their love for Lucie 

Manette. From the tranquil roads of London, they are drawn against their will to the 

vengeful, bloodstained streets of Paris at the height of the Reign of Terror, and they 

soon fall under the lethal shadow of La Guillotine. 
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OCTOBER 24, 2017 (since 31st Halloween) 

 
Broken & Blessed: God Changes the World One Person and One Family at a Time, 

2014, Jessica LaGrone, 188 pages 

 

A little nod to those of us who are still feeling slightly half-baked: those with struggling 

families, cracked relationships, and a world that's showing a little wear around the 

seams. When God wants to create the remarkable, He chooses to work with the less-

than-perfect. 

 

Genesis is a book of beginnings. It is deeply concerned with the origins of things--of the 

universe, of humankind, of relationships, of sin, of civilization, of families, and of one 

special family created and chosen by God to be the instrument through which He would 

bless the world. That family is our family, yours and mine. Like all good family stories, it 

starts with not just a something or somewhere, but a someone. 

 

Part memoir, part biblical inspiration story, Broken & Blessed is about how change 

begins when one person decides to believe God's promises and how that makes a 

change in a family, like ripples on water. 

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6891423.Jessica_LaGrone
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NOVEMBER 28, 2017 

 
Grace and Grit: My Fight for Equal Pay and Fairness at Goodyear and Beyond,  

2013, Lilly Ledbetter, 288 pages. 

The courageous story of the woman at the center of the historic discrimination case that 

inspired the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Restoration Act--her fight for equal rights in the 

workplace, and how her determination became a victory for the nation. 

  

Lilly Ledbetter was born in a house with no running water or electricity in the small town 

of Possum Trot, Alabama. She knew that she was destined for something more, and in 

1979, Lilly applied for her dream job at the Goodyear tire factory. Even though the only 

women she’d seen there were secretaries in the front offices where she’d submitted her 

application, she got the job—one of the first women hired at the management 

level. Though she faced daily discrimination and sexual harassment, Lilly pressed 

onward, believing that eventually things would change…  She filed a sex discrimination 

case against Goodyear, which she won—and then heartbreakingly lost on appeal. 
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JANUARY 30, 2018  

 

   

Gentleman in Moscow, 2016, Amor Towles, 462 pages 

A Gentleman in Moscow immerses us in another elegantly drawn era with the story of 

Count Alexander Rostov. When, in 1922, he is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a 

Bolshevik tribunal, the count is sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel 

across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man of erudition and wit, has 

never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room while some of the 

most tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. 

Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him a doorway into a much larger 

world of emotional discovery. 

 

Brimming with humor, a glittering cast of characters, and one beautifully rendered scene 

after another, this singular novel casts a spell as it relates the count’s endeavor to gain a 

deeper understanding of what it means to be a man of purpose. 
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FEBRUARY 27, 2018 

 
Something Like Happy, 2017, Eva Woods, 384 pages. 

 

With wry wit and boundless heart, Eva Woods delivers an unforgettable tale of 

celebrating triumphs great and small, seizing the day, and always remembering to live in 

the moment. 

 

“It's simple, really. You're just meant to do one thing every day that makes you happy. 

Could be little things. Could be big. In fact, we're doing one right now…” 

 

Annie Hebden is stuck. Stuck in her boring job, with her irritating roommate, in a life no 

thirty-five-year-old would want. But deep down, Annie is still mourning the terrible loss 

that tore a hole through the perfect existence she'd once taken for granted—and hiding 

away is safer than remembering what used to be. Until she meets the eccentric Polly 

Leonard…  One hundred days. One hundred new ways to be happy. Annie's convinced 

it's impossible, but so is saying no to Polly. And on an unforgettable journey that will 

force her to open herself to new experiences… 
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MARCH 27, 2018 

   

My Name Is Lucy Barton, 2016, Elizabeth Strout, 193 pages. 

 

A new book by Pulitzer Prize winner Elizabeth Strout is cause for celebration. Her 

bestselling novels, including Olive Kitteridge and The Burgess Boys, have illuminated our 

most tender relationships. Now, in My Name Is Lucy Barton, this extraordinary writer 

shows how a simple hospital visit becomes a portal to the most tender relationship of all 

- the one between mother and daughter.  

 

Lucy Barton is recovering slowly from what should have been a simple operation. Her 

mother, to whom she hasn't spoken for many years, comes to see her. Gentle gossip 

about people from Lucy's childhood in Amgash, Illinois, seems to reconnect them, but 

just below the surface lie the tension and longing that have informed every aspect of 

Lucy's life: her escape from her troubled family, her desire to become a writer, her 

marriage, her love for her two daughters. Knitting this powerful narrative together is the 

brilliant storytelling voice of Lucy herself: keenly observant, deeply human, and truly 

unforgettable.  

 

 

 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/97313.Elizabeth_Strout
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APRIL 24, 2018 

 

Beartown, 2017, Fredrik Backman (A Man Called Ove), 432 pages 

People say Beartown is finished. A tiny community nestled deep in the forest, it is slowly 

losing ground to the ever encroaching trees. But down by the lake stands an old ice rink, 

built generations ago by the working men who founded this town. And in that ice rink is 

the reason people in Beartown believe tomorrow will be better than today. Their junior 

ice hockey team is about to compete in the national semi-finals, and they actually have 

a shot at winning. All the hopes and dreams of this place now rest on the shoulders of a 

handful of teenage boys. 

 

Being responsible for the hopes of an entire town is a heavy burden, and the semi-final 

match is the catalyst for a violent act that will leave a young girl traumatized and a town 

in turmoil. Accusations are made and, like ripples on a pond, they travel through all of 

Beartown, leaving no resident unaffected. 

 

Beartown explores the hopes that bring a small community together, the secrets that 

tear it apart, and the courage it takes for an individual to go against the grain. In this 

story of a small forest town, Fredrik Backman has found the entire world. 
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MAY 29, 2018 
 

   

Orphan Train, 2013, Christina Baker Kline, 278 pages. 

A captivating story of two very different women who build an unexpected friendship: a 

91-year-old woman with a hidden past as an orphan-train rider and the teenage girl 

whose own troubled adolescence leads her to seek answers to questions no one has 

ever thought to ask. 

 

Nearly eighteen, Molly Ayer knows she has one last chance. Just months from "aging 

out" of the child welfare system, and close to being kicked out of her foster home, a 

community service position helping an elderly woman clean out her home is the only 

thing keeping her out of juvie and worse. 

 

Vivian Daly has lived a quiet life on the coast of Maine. But in her attic, hidden in trunks, 

are vestiges of a turbulent past. As she helps Vivian sort through her possessions and 

memories, Molly discovers that she and Vivian aren't as different as they seem to be.  

 

Rich in detail and epic in scope, Orphan Train is a powerful novel of upheaval and 

resilience, of second chances, of unexpected friendship, and of the secrets we carry.  
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JUNE 26, 2018 

     

And Then There Were None, 1939, Agatha Christie, 264 pages. 

Best selling crime novel of all time ;) 

Ten strangers, apparently with little in common, are lured to an island mansion off the 

coast of Devon by the mysterious U.N.Owen. Over dinner, a record begins to play, and 

the voice of an unseen host accuses each person of hiding a guilty secret. That evening, 

former reckless driver Tony Marston is found murdered by a deadly dose of cyanide. 

 

The tension escalates as the survivors realise the killer is not only among them but is 

preparing to strike again… and again... 
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2 Additional Selections if want to alter any month… 
 

 

The Indifferent Stars Above: the harrowing saga of a Donner Party bride,  

2017, Daniel Brown (Boys in the Boat), 352 pages 

 

In April of 1846, twenty-one-year-old Sarah Graves, intent on a better future, set out 

west from Illinois with her new husband, her parents, and eight siblings. Seven months 

later, after joining a party of emigrants led by George Donner, they reached the Sierra 

Nevada Mountains as the first heavy snows of the season closed the pass ahead of 

them. In early December, starving and desperate, Sarah and fourteen others set out for 

California on snowshoes and, over the next thirty-two days, endured almost 

unfathomable hardships and horrors.  

 

In this gripping narrative, Daniel James Brown sheds new light on one of the most 

infamous events in American history. Following every painful footstep of Sarah's journey 

with the Donner Party, Brown produces a tale both spellbinding and richly informative 
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Second alternate Selection… 
 

 
The Last Tudor, 2017, Philippa Gregory, 528 pages (gasp!) 

 

The latest novel from #1 New York Times bestselling author Philippa Gregory features 

one of the most famous girls in history, Lady Jane Grey, and her two sisters, each of 

whom dared to defy her queen.  

Jane Grey was queen of England for nine days, dying on the scaffold for her faith. But 

few people know about her two sisters, cousins to Elizabeth I who also faced 

imprisonment and death sentences for treason.  

Katherine Grey was the beauty of the family who earned the lifelong hatred of her 

cousin Elizabeth I when she married for love. Mary Grey was an extraordinary little 

person known as a dwarf in Tudor times, who defied convention to marry the tallest 

man at court in her own secret love match.  

The fascinating story of three idiosyncratic Tudor girls and their challenges to the most 

powerful Tudor woman of all is the subject of the next novel from the author who 

defines what it means to be a writer of historical fiction 

 

 

 

 

 

 


