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Esau Moves 
Verses 1-8 

 
Verses 1-8 

“Now these are the records of the generations of Esau (that is, Edom). 
2 Esau took his wives from the daughters of Canaan: Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, 

and Oholibamah the daughter of Anah, the granddaughter of Zibeon the Hivite; 3 also 
Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, the sister of Nebaioth. 4 Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, and 

Basemath gave birth to Reuel, 5 and Oholibamah gave birth to Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. 
These are the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land of Canaan.6 Then Esau took 

his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all his household, and his livestock and all his cattle, 
and all his property which he had acquired in the land of Canaan, and went 

to another land away from his brother Jacob. 7 For their possessions had become too great 
for them to live together, and the land where they resided could not support them because 

of their livestock. 8 So Esau lived in the hill country of Seir; Esau is Edom.” 
 

This genealogy of Esau confirms the Edomite people are descended from Esau, the son of 
Isaac and the twin brother of Jacob. “Esau took his wives from the daughters of Canaan”. 
Remember Abraham was determined that Isaac not take a wife from among the daughters of 
Canaan (Genesis 24:37). Esau’s marriage to Canaanite women caused much grief to both his 
parents, Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 26:34-35). Esau’s marriage decision and his decision to 
depart from the promised land (moving to Seir) results in his family line being cut off from being 
part of God’s chosen people. Esau’s descendants came from three wives: 

 Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite 
 Oholibamah the daughter of Anah 
 Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter 

 
God blessed Esau because he was a descendant of Abraham, and God’s blessings were 

fine with Esau because they came in the manner in which he only cared about, materially. Esau 
dwelled in the area of Mount Seir, which is the land south and east of the Dead Sea. This area is 
called Edom. The Edomites are recorded in Scripture over 130 times; they were neighbors to 
Israel. However, when Moses was leading the Israelites through the wilderness towards the 
Promised Land, when they came to the land of Edom, the Edomites refused them passage 
through their land (Numbers 20:14-21). This was not received well and became a source of great 
discouragement for the nation of Israel (Numbers 21:4). 

 
Numbers 20:14-21 
“14 Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom: “Thus says your brother Israel: 
You know all the hardship that we have met: 15 how our fathers went down to Egypt, and we 
lived in Egypt a long time. And the Egyptians dealt harshly with us and our fathers. 16 And when 
we cried to the Lord, he heard our voice and sent an angel and brought us out of Egypt. And 
here we are in Kadesh, a city on the edge of your territory. 17 Please let us pass through your 
land. We will not pass through field or vineyard, or drink water from a well. We will go along 
the King's Highway. We will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we have passed 
through your territory.” 18 But Edom said to him, “You shall not pass through, lest I come out 
with the sword against you.” 19 And the people of Israel said to him, “We will go up by the 
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highway, and if we drink of your water, I and my livestock, then I will pay for it. Let me only pass 
through on foot, nothing more.” 20 But he said, “You shall not pass through.” And Edom came 
out against them with a large army and with a strong force. 21 Thus Edom refused to give 
Israel passage through his territory, so Israel turned away from him.” 
 

Both Jeremiah and Ezekiel prophesied again Edom: 
Jeremiah 49:17 
“Edom shall become a horror. Everyone who passes by it will be horrified and will hiss because 
of all its disasters.” 
 
Ezekiel 25:12-14 
“Thus says the Lord God: Because Edom acted revengefully against the house of Judah and 
has grievously offended in taking vengeance on them, 13 therefore thus says the Lord God, I will 
stretch out my hand against Edom and cut off from it man and beast. And I will make it 
desolate; from Teman even to Dedan they shall fall by the sword. 14 And I will lay my vengeance 
upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel, and they shall do in Edom according to my anger 
and according to my wrath, and they shall know my vengeance, declares the Lord God.” 

 
Descendants of Esau 

Verses 9-43 
 

Verses 9-19 
“These then are the records of the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill 

country of Seir. 10 These are the names of Esau’s sons: Eliphaz the son of Esau’s wife 
Adah, and Reuel the son of Esau’s wife Basemath. 11 The sons of Eliphaz were Teman, 

Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 Timna was a concubine of Esau’s son Eliphaz, and she 
bore Amalek to Eliphaz. These are the sons of Esau’s wife Adah. 13 And these are the sons 

of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These were the sons of Esau’s wife 
Basemath. 14 And these were the sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah, the daughter of Anah, 

the granddaughter of Zibeon: she bore to Esau Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. 15 These are the 
chiefs of the sons of Esau. The sons of Eliphaz, the firstborn of Esau, are chief Teman, chief 
Omar, chief Zepho, chief Kenaz, 16 chief Korah, chief Gatam, and chief Amalek. These are 
the chiefs descended from Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Adah. 17 And 

these are the sons of Reuel, Esau’s son: chief Nahath, chief Zerah, chief 
Shammah, and chief Mizzah. These are the chiefs descended from Reuel in the land of 

Edom; these are the sons of Esau’s wife Basemath. 18 And these are the sons of Esau’s wife 
Oholibamah: chief Jeush, chief Jalam, and chief Korah. These are the chiefs descended 

from Esau’s wife Oholibamah, the daughter of Anah. 19 These are the sons of Esau (that is, 
Edom), and these are their chiefs.” 

 
Notable among this list is Amalek from whom came the Amalekites, enemies of Israel 

(Exodus 17:8-16, Deuteronomy 25:17-19, 1 Samuel 15:1-8). 
The names of the descendants of Esau don’t reflect a godly heart. 

 Dishon (Genesis 36:21) which means gazelle. 
 Alvan (Genesis 36:23) which means wicked. 
 Ithran (Genesis 36:26) which means advantage. 
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 Aran (Genesis 36:28) which means mountain goat. 
 Baal-Hanan (Genesis 36:38) — his name embraced the false god Baal. 

 
Verses 20-30 

“20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite, the inhabitants of the land: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, 
Anah, 21 Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. These are the chiefs descended from the Horites, the 
sons of Seir in the land of Edom. 22 And the sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and 

Lotan’s sister was Timna. 23 And these are the sons of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, 
Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24 And these are the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah—he is the 
Anah who found the hot springs in the wilderness when he was pasturing the donkeys of 
his father Zibeon. 25 And these are the children of Anah: Dishon, and Oholibamah, the 
daughter of Anah. 26 And these are the sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and 

Cheran. 27 These are the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan. 28 These are the sons of 
Dishan: Uz and Aran. 29 These are the chiefs descended from the Horites: chief Lotan, chief 

Shobal, chief Zibeon, chief Anah, 30 chief Dishon, chief Ezer, and chief Dishan. These are 
the chiefs descended from the Horites, according to their various chiefs in the land of Seir.” 
 

The Horites became descendants of Esau by intermarriage and became known as the 
Edomites. Seven of those sons became chiefs of which twenty-one tribes came to be.  
 

Verses 31-43 
“31 Now these are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before any king reigned over 

the sons of Israel. 32 Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom, and the name of his city was 
Dinhabah. 33 Then Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah became king in his 
place. 34 Then Jobab died, and Husham of the land of the Temanites became king in his 

place. 35 Then Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who defeated Midian in the field 
of Moab, became king in his place; and the name of his city was Avith. 36 Then Hadad died, 

and Samlah of Masrekah became king in his place. 37 Then Samlah died, and Shaul of 
Rehoboth on the Euphrates River became king in his place. 38 Then Shaul died, and Baal-
hanan the son of Achbor became king in his place. 39 Then Baal-hanan the son of Achbor 

died, and Hadar became king in his place; and the name of his city was Pau; and his wife’s 
name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, daughter of Mezahab. 40 Now these are the 

names of the chiefs descended from Esau, according to their families and their localities, by 
their names: chief Timna, chief Alvah, chief Jetheth, 41 chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief 
Pinon, 42 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief Mibzar, 43 chief Magdiel, and chief Iram. These 

are the chiefs of Edom (that is, Esau, the father of the Edomites), according to their 
settlements in the land of their possession.” 

 
This chapter details the extent of the Edomites. Saul, Israel’s first king will eventually 

defeat the Edomites (1 Samuel 14:47).  
 
1 Samuel 14:47-48 
“When Saul had taken the kingship over Israel, he fought against all his enemies on every 
side, against Moab, against the Ammonites, against Edom, against the kings of Zobah, and 
against the Philistines. Wherever he turned he routed them. 48 And he did valiantly and struck the 
Amalekites and delivered Israel out of the hands of those who plundered them.”  
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Joseph's Dreams 
Verses 1-11 

 
Verses 1-4 

“Jacob lived in the land of his father's sojournings, in the land of Canaan. 
2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the 

flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives. 
And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more 
than any other of his sons, because he was the son of his old age. And he made him a robe 
of many colors. 4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his 

brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully to him.” 
 

Joseph was loved and hated, favored and rejected, tempted and trusted, exalted and 
abandoned. Yet he never seemed to take his eyes off God or stop trusting him. Persecution did 
not harden his character. Prosperity did not ruin him. His life was lived the same in private as in 
public. The story of Joseph is about God working His will through the everyday events of life. 
Jacob (Israel) fathered a family with sons from four different mothers, all living and working 
together. This environment created rivalry and competition. Not making matters any better, 
Jacob had a clear favorite son, the “son of his old age”, Joseph, his second youngest but the first-
born son of his favorite wife Rachel.  
 

In this family heritage, Isaac loved Esau more than Jacob. Rebekah loved Jacob more 
than Esau. Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah. Now Israel loves Joseph more than his other sons.   

 
Joseph was disliked by his brothers because he would bring ‘bad reports’ to his father, 

telling him all the behavior his brothers were doing. When he was seventeen years old his father 
showed his favoritism by giving Joseph a multicolored tunic. A tunic like this would have been 
one which had sleeves extending down to the wrists and ankles, as opposed to a shorter one 
(RSV). This was not a garment a working man wore. It was a garment of privilege and status. 
The man who wore a multicolored tunic watched others as they did hard physical labor. 

 
Verses 5-8 

“5 Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even 
more. 6 He said to them, “Hear this dream that I have dreamed: 7 Behold, we were binding 

sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, your 
sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Are 
you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?” So they hated him even 

more for his dreams and for his words.” 
 

Joseph may have been his father’s favorite, but he was not mature in tactfulness.  Joseph 
shared his harvest dream of the brothers bowing to him. Obviously, the bothers understood the 
meaning of the dream, that one day Joseph would reign over them. God knew this but the 
brothers and Joseph had no way of knowing what laid in their future, the famine, and the path 
down to Egypt. The result of Joseph sharing this dream was the hatred of his brothers.  
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Verses 9-11 
“9 Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, “Behold, I have 

dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to 
me.” 10 But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and 
said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and 

your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?” 11 And his brothers 
were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind.” 

 
It seemed Joseph did not learn anything from sharing his first dream because he does the 

same thing a second time.  In the second dream, Joseph does not only rule over his brothers but 
over his father and mother as well. This was offensive even to Jacob, especially after the death of 
Joseph’s mother, Rachel. Jacob rebuked Joseph, whereas the silence of his brothers spoke 
volumes.  
 

The first dream became prophecy fulfilled when Israel went down to Egypt and was 
enslaved for four hundred years, while Joseph held a position of honor in the Pharaoh’s court. 
The second dream will be fulfilled in the Tribulation period. 
 
Revelation 12:1 
“A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant and cried out in pain 
as she was about to give birth.” 
 

In the book of Revelation, John sees a “great and wondrous sign” which represents 
something of deeper significance. It’s a woman but obviously this is not a literal woman. She is 
clothed with the sun and had the moon under her feet. She was also wearing a victor’s crown 
with twelve stones. Who does she represent? The Old Testament significance of this terminology 
explains that this “woman” is the nation of Israel. Its roots go all the way back to Jacob and 
Rachel and their 12 sons. In Genesis 37 Jacob understands immediately the symbols of Joseph's 
dream. He identifies the sun with himself, the moon with Rachel, and the eleven stars as Joseph's 
eleven brothers. This woman in Revelation was pregnant and is about to give birth. This 
represents the nation of Israel as she is the land that will give birth to the Messiah. Faithful 
people in Israel have been waiting for the Messiah. They are those who had recognized and 
accepted the Messiah. Later this woman will represent all believers, Jew and Gentile, but here is 
represents Israel. 
 

Joseph Sold by His Brothers 
Verses 12-36 

 
Verses 12-17 

“Now his brothers went to pasture their father's flock near Shechem. 13 And Israel said to 
Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to 

them.” And he said to him, “Here I am.” 14 So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with 
your brothers and with the flock, and bring me word.” So he sent him from the Valley 

of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 15 And a man found him wandering in the fields. And 
the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” 16 “I am seeking my brothers,” he said. “Tell 
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me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” 17 And the man said, “They have gone 
away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers and 

found them at Dothan.” 
 

While his brothers were doing the laborious work of tending their father’s flock of sheep. 
Joseph stayed home, causing Jacob to send him to check on his brothers. The brothers had 
traveled fifty miles north of Hebron, back to Shechem, a place of pain and fear (34:25-26) but 
where Jacob still owned a small piece of land (33:19). When Joseph arrived in Shechem, he was 
told his brothers had left and went fifteen miles west to Dothan. They were sixty-five miles away 
from the protection of Jacob. (Dothan was the place where Elisha saw an angelic army 
surrounding him, protecting him from the Syrians who came to arrest him (2 Kings 6:13-17).  
 

Verses 18-22 
“18 They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired against him to 

kill him. 19 They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill 
him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured 

him, and we will see what will become of his dreams.” 21 But when Reuben heard it, he 
rescued him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22 And Reuben said to 

them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand 
on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his father.” 

 
As the brothers saw Joseph heading their way, they knew he was sent there to supervise 

their work and they knew he would not hesitate to report back to their father whatever he felt 
they did wrong. While he was in route to them, their response was to conspire to kill him, 
mockingly saying “let’s see what will becomes of his dreams.” Knowing if they carry through 
with their plan, this news would devastate their father, Joseph would have to had died by the 
actions of a wild beast. What they did not take into account was if they were rebelling against 
Joseph’s dream they were actually rebelling against God, the One who sent Joseph those dreams. 
Of all the brothers, one did rise up and stop this plan. Reuben, the one who had done evil in the 
past, was used by God to intervene on Joseph’s behalf and save his life, keeping the Word of 
God intact to reach fulfillment.  
 

Verses 23-27 
“23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe of many 
colors that he wore. 24 And they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; 

there was no water in it. 25 Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan 
of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on 

their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if 
we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, 

and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers 
listened to him.” 

 
The ‘stripping’ of Joseph is much like the skinning of an animal (Leviticus 6:1). Like a 

pack of wild dogs, the brothers attacked Joseph, dumping him into a pit (water cistern). Leaving 
him lying on the floor of a hard rocky water cistern, a pit so deep he could not climb out. 
Leaving him to starve to death would be killing him without shedding blood. 
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This scene with Joseph foreshadows what happens to Jesus. Jesus was stripped of 

everything before He was crucified. Jesus went up on a cross and Joseph went down into a pit, 
but each was stripped, declared cursed, and put into a place they seemingly could not rescue 
themselves from. Jesus was betrayed for thirty pieces of silver; Joseph was sold into slavery. 
Before the brothers sought to kill their brother, they sat together and feasted on a meal. The night 
before Jesus went to the Cross, he shared a meal with His disciples.  

 
Verse 28 

“28 Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the 
pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt.” 
 

A traveling group of Arab traders, those who came from their great-uncle Ishmael, 
Abraham’s other son, approached the brothers. The Midianites were outside the covenant, 
meaning Joseph was sold to a non-covenant people for twenty pieces of silver (the value of a 
young man Leviticus 27:5). The opportunity to make some money while still sending away the 
despised brother was too much of a temptation. Greed won and the brothers sold Joseph casting 
him into slavery. By taking Joseph to Egypt, the Midianites were sure to at least double their 
money as they sold Joseph in Egypt (vs 36). This day started with Joseph being a robed prince in 
Hebron and ended with him being a naked slave in Egypt.  
 

Verses 29-33 
“29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his 
clothes 30 and returned to his brothers and said, “The boy is gone, and I, where shall I 

go?” 31 Then they took Joseph's robe and slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the 
blood. 32 And they sent the robe of many colors and brought it to their father and said, 

“This we have found; please identify whether it is your son's robe or not.” 33 And he 
identified it and said, “It is my son's robe. A fierce animal has devoured him. Joseph is 

without doubt torn to pieces.” 
 

In an act of mourning, Reuben tore his clothes. He mourned not because Joseph was gone 
but because he knew the pain this would cause his father who will never see his son again. One 
can see how cruel these brothers were as they carried out this lie and covered up their deceit. 
 

Verses 34-35 
“34 Then Jacob tore his garments and put sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son 

many days. 35 All his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be 
comforted and said, “No, I shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his father 

wept for him.” 
 

When the news of Joseph’s death reached home Jacob tore his clothes as he mourned 
deeply. Jacob said his mourning would not last a week (50:10), or a month (Deuteronomy 34:8), 
but it would continue until the day he died. The brother’s mockery and deceit deepened as they 
pretended to comfort their father, knowing the truth. Years earlier Jacob used the skin of a goat 
to deceive his father (27:16), now the blood of a goat was used to deceive him.  
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Verse 36 
“36 Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the 

captain of the guard.” 
 

Before Joseph arrived in Egypt it was already a thriving kingdom. The Egyptians were 
wealthy and educated and at the time had no real enemies. From a human perspective there is 
nothing good about this chain of events, however God is the God of having the big picture in 
mind. He knows and sees what man can never see or understand. 

 If Joseph’s family wasn’t messed up and weird, his brothers would never have sold him 
as a slave. 

 If Joseph’s brothers never sold him as a slave, then Joseph would never have gone to 
Egypt. 

 If Joseph never went to Egypt, he would never have been sold to Potiphar. 
 If Joseph was never sold to Potiphar, Potiphar’s wife would never have falsely accused 

him of rape. 
 If Potiphar’s wife never falsely accused Joseph of rape, then Joseph would never have 

been put in prison. 
 If Joseph were never put in prison, he would have never met the baker and butler of 

Pharaoh. 
 If Joseph never met the baker and butler of Pharaoh, he would have never interpreted 

their dreams. 
 If Joseph never interpreted their dreams, he would have never interpreted Pharaoh’s 

dream. 
 If Joseph never interpreted Pharaoh’s dream, he never would have become prime minister, 

second in Egypt only to Pharaoh. 
 If Joseph never became prime minister, he never would have wisely prepared for the 

terrible famine to come. 
 If Joseph never wisely prepared for the terrible famine, then his family back in Canaan 

would have died in the famine. 
 If Joseph’s family back in Canaan died in the famine, then the Messiah could not have 

come from a dead family. 
 If the Messiah did not come forth, then Jesus never came. 
 If Jesus never came, then we are all dead in our sins and without hope in this world. 

 
In Genesis 45:7-8 Joseph and his brothers will realize how God was working behind the 

scenes in all that took place. Joseph said to his brothers “But God sent me ahead of you to 
preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.8 So then, it 
was not you who sent me here, but God.” 
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Judah and Tamar 
Verses 1-30 

 
Verses 1-5 

“And it came about at that time, that Judah departed from his brothers and visited a 
certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. 2 Judah saw there a daughter of a certain 

Canaanite whose name was Shua; and he took her as a wife and had relations with 
her. 3 And she conceived and gave birth to a son, and he named him Er. 4 Then she 

conceived again and gave birth to a son, and she named him Onan. 5 She gave birth to yet 
another son and named him Shelah; and it was at Chezib that she gave birth to him.” 

 
All of Jacob’s sons knew that their great grandfather Abraham and their grandfather Isaac 

warned them against marrying a Canaanite woman. Abraham went as far as to make his servant 
Eliezer “swear by the Lord”, that he would honor that command and not allow Isaac to have a 
Canaanite wife (24:3). Judah, the fourth-born son of Jacob and Leah disregarded his families’ 
command and married Hirah, a Canaanite woman, (from Adullam was a city southwest of 
Jerusalem, 2 Chronicles 11:7), and fathered three sons with her, Er, Onan, and Shelah. Later it 
will be Judah who was the one who suggested the brothers sell Joseph into slavery (37:26). 
Judah is the focus of this chapter, as Jacob is not mentioned.  
 

Verses 6-11 
“Now Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7 But Er, Judah’s 
firstborn, was evil in the sight of the LORD, so the LORD took his life. 8 Then Judah said to 

Onan, “Have relations with your brother’s wife and perform your duty as a brother-in-law 
to her, and raise up a child for your brother.” 9 Now Onan knew that the child would not 
be his; so when he had relations with his brother’s wife, he wasted his seed on the ground 
so that he would not give a child to his brother. 10 But what he did was displeasing in the 

sight of the LORD; so He took his life also. 11 Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law 
Tamar, “Remain a widow in your father’s house until my son Shelah grows up”; for 

he thought, “I am afraid that he too may die like his brothers.” So Tamar went and lived in 
her father’s house.” 

 
Judah chose a wife for his firstborn son Er, which was a common practice, however the 

wife he chose was a Canaanite. Er was wicked, so much so that God brought immediate 
judgment upon him and killed him. His death led to the fulfillment of the existing custom of 
Levirate marriage (Deuteronomy 25:5-10, Ruth 4:10). If a man died before providing sons to his 
wife, it was the duty of his brother(s) to marry her and to give her sons. The child was considered 
the son of the brother who died, because the living brother only acted in his place. This son 
would have the elder son’s name and receive the rights of a firstborn. This was done for two 
reasons. First, so the dead brother’s name would be carried on, and second, so the widow would 
have children to support her. Though he did have repeated relations with her, Onan did not want 
to father a child with Tamar. His actions (onanism, a form of birth control), were also wicked, in 
God’s eyes, and he too was killed making Tamar twice widowed and still childless.  
 

Having already two of her previous husbands killed for their actions, Judah did not want 
to honor the marriage custom and give his last son as a husband to Tamar. This decision and 
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action was a sin against God and against Tamar, who had taken Judah at his word that when 
Shelah reach adulthood, he too would take her as a wife, father children with her and continue 
the line of Judah. Selfishly, Judah presented the only option for Tamar was to have her move into 
her father’s house and live the life of a widow.  When the youngest son reached an age where he 
could have married Tamar, he was not asked to do so risking the extinction of the line of Judah. 
Tamar not wanting to live the life of a widow with no husband or children came up with her own 
deceitful plan. 
 

Verses 12-23 
“Now after a considerable time Shua’s daughter, the wife of Judah, died; and when the 
time of mourning was ended, Judah went up to his sheepshearers at Timnah, he and his 

friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13 And Tamar was told, “Behold, your father-in-law is going 
up to Timnah to shear his sheep.” 14 So she removed her widow’s garments 

and covered herself with a veil, and wrapped herself, and sat in the gateway of Enaim, 
which is on the road to Timnah; for she saw that Shelah had grown up, and she had not 
been given to him as a wife. 15 When Judah saw her, he assumed she was a prostitute, for 

she had covered her face. 16 So he turned aside to her by the road, and said, “Here now, let 
me have relations with you”; for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. And she 
said, “What will you give me, that you may have relations with me?” 17 He said, therefore, 
“I will send you a young goat from the flock.” She then said, “Will you give a pledge until 

you send it?” 18 He said, “What pledge shall I give you?” And she said, “Your seal and your 
cord, and your staff that is in your hand.” So he gave them to her and had relations with 

her, and she conceived by him. 19 Then she got up and departed, and removed her veil and 
put on her widow’s garments. 20 When Judah sent the young goat by his friend the 

Adullamite, to receive the pledge from the woman’s hand, he did not find her. 21 He asked 
the people of her place, saying, “Where is the temple prostitute who was by the road at 

Enaim?” But they said, “There has been no temple prostitute here.” 22 So he returned to 
Judah, and said, “I did not find her; and furthermore, the people of the place said, ‘There 

has been no temple prostitute here.’” 23 Then Judah said, “Let her keep them, otherwise we 
will become a laughingstock. After all, I sent this young goat, but you did not find her.” 

 
Eventually Judah too became a widow. Tamar knew that when the time of mourning has 

passed, Judah would be seeking female pleasure. Knowing that Judah would be away from home, 
going to Timnah, Tamar, taking a great risk, dressed herself as a prostitute and went to the place 
prostitutes met their customers. These harlots would sell their services as a type of fertility magic, 
ensuring the men who paid them would have prosperity in their fields and with their herds. 
Tamar, believing it was her right, still desired to produce a child for her deceased husband, 
planned to meet only one customer — Judah. Tamar’s deceitful disguise was reminiscent of 
Rebekah’s deception with Jacob’s deceiving Isaac to steal his brother’s blessing. In her disguise, 
Tamar successfully met Judah. After negotiating the price of her services, knowing that Judah 
did not have a goat for payment, she demanded a pledge of the future payment. Judah agreed to 
leave behind with her his seal, cord and staff, all items that were personal. In today’s terms, he 
left behind his drivers license and social security card. When Tamar conceived, it was not part of 
Judah’s plan, but it was in Tamar’s plan. After her intimate encounter with Judah, Tamar puts 
away her disguise and goes back to her normal life. Judah sent his Canaanite friend to pay the 
harlot (Tamar), and to retrieve the pledge he left with her, but the harlot could not be found.   
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Verses 24-26 

“24 Now it was about three months later that Judah was informed, “Your daughter-in-law 
Tamar has prostituted herself, and behold, she is also pregnant by prostitution.” Then 

Judah said, “Bring her out and have her burned!” 25 It was while she was being brought 
out that she sent word to her father-in-law, saying, “I am pregnant by the man to whom 

these things belong.” She also said, “Please examine and see, whose signet ring and cords 
and staff are these?” 26 And Judah recognized them, and said, “She is more righteous than 
I, since I did not give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not have relations with her again.” 

 
When the widowed, unmarried Tamar was found to be pregnant, it was evident that this 

child was conceived in immorality. Judah having no compassion or care for Tamar, the widowed 
wife of two of his sons, he found it easy to pass judgment on her. This was the perfect 
opportunity to have her permanently removed from his life (Leviticus 21:9). However, Tamar 
vindicated herself by exposing Judah, revealing the man who paid her was the father of this child. 
Judah, being publicly exposed and admitting his moral failure, confessed to being as guilty as 
she was, and had only one response, “She is more righteous than I.” His sin was not the hiring 
and laying with a prostitute; his sin was not giving Tamar as a wife to his youngest son, Shelah. 
There was no marriage between Judah and Tamar because it says he did not have further 
relations with her.  
 

Verses 27-30 
“27 When the time of her labor came, there were twins in her womb. 28 And when she was in 

labor, one put out a hand, and the midwife took and tied a scarlet thread on his hand, 
saying, “This one came out first.” 29 But as he drew back his hand, behold, his brother 

came out. And she said, “What a breach you have made for yourself!” Therefore his name 
was called Perez. 30 Afterward his brother came out with the scarlet thread on his hand, 

and his name was called Zerah.” 
 

Jacob’s story began with twins (he and Esau) wrestling in their mother’s womb. Jacob’s 
story ends also with twins (Perez and Zerah) wrestling in their mother’s womb; in both cases the 
end result was the reversal of the rights of the firstborn. Perez means “breaking out”, Zerah 
means “scarlet”. The book of Ruth lists the genealogies of ten generations, from Perez to King 
David (Ruth 4:18-22). The Gospel of Matthew quotes those same ten generations, in fact both 
Matthew 1:3 and Luke 3:33 list Perez as an ancestor of Jesus the Messiah. God took the son of 
this ungodly situation and put him in the family line of the Messiah, despite the fact that neither 
Judah nor Tamar were examples of godliness, God used this event to continue the line of Judah. 
If it were not for Tamar, the Canaanite, the promise God made to Abraham, that all nations 
would be blessed through him, would have been unfulfilled.  

 
In Matthew’s genealogy, Tamar is the first of five women listed in the genealogy of 

Christ. Tamar (Matthew 1:3), Rahab (1:5), Ruth (1:5), Bathsheba (1:6), and Mary 91:16). Tamar 
and Rahab were Canaanites, Ruth was a Moabite and Bathsheba was a Hittite. Matthew’s 
genealogy clearly provides hope for Gentile nations, which fulfills Jesus’ great commission of 
Matthew 28:19, “go and make disciples of all NATIONS.”  
 


