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The Return to Egypt 
Verses 1-15 

 
Verses 1-2 

“Now the famine was severe in the land. 2 So it came about, when they had finished eating 
the grain which they had brought from Egypt, that their father said to them, “Go back, 

buy us a little food.” 
 

Joseph knew the famine would last seven years, but his brothers were not aware of that. 
As the famine wore on, they eventually ran out of food. Genesis 45:6 tells us that this second trip 
to Egypt took place after two years of famine. The first journey to Egypt for food was after the 
first year of famine, so Simeon has been held captive for a year. One can imagine that Jacob had 
no desire to send his sons back to Egypt, but the situation required it. What Jacob did not know 
was how much more God was going to give him, much more than some grain.  
 

Verses 3-5 
“3 Judah spoke to him, however, saying, “The man sternly warned us, ‘You shall not see my 

face unless your brother is with you.’ 4 If you send our brother with us, we will go down 
and buy you food. 5 But if you do not send him, we will not go down; for the man said to us, 

‘You will not see my face unless your brother is with you.’” 
 

Judah, being the spokesperson on the brother’s behalf, left Jacob no options. They needed 
to go back to Egypt to get more food and they could NOT go back without Benjamin. Not 
knowing ‘the man’ was their brother Joseph, Judah warned his father of the sternness of the 
Egyptian official. Judah begins to become more prominent as a family leader. On his death bed, 
Jacob will confirm Judah’s role as the leader of the family (49:8-10). 
 

Verses 6-7 
“6 Then Israel said, “Why did you treat me so badly, by telling the man whether you still 

had another brother?” 7 But they said, “The man specifically asked about us and our 
relatives, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Have you another brother?’ So we answered his 

questions. Could we possibly know that he would say, ‘Bring your brother down’?” 
 

Once again, Jacob asks, ‘why did you deal so wrongfully with me?’ Why did you tell the 
Egyptian that you had another brother? Why did you decide to put me through that kind of pain? 
When they were being questioned by Joseph, they had no idea he was going to ask for Benjamin 
to make the trip south to Egypt. The response to their father was logical. There had no way of 
anticipating the questions Joseph was going to ask of them. Joseph had an insight the brothers 
did not realize he had. To them he was a strict powerful Egyptian official, not a brother they 
betrayed and sold into bondage. They had only answered Joseph’s direct questions; they did not 
volunteer any additional information on their own.  

 
Verses 8-10 

“8 So Judah said to his father Israel, “Send the boy with me and we will arise and go, so 
that we may live and not die, we as well as you and our little ones. 9 I myself will take 

responsibility for him! You may demand him back from me. If I do not bring him back to 
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you and present him to you, then you can let me take the blame forever. 10 For if we had not 
delayed, surely by now we could have returned twice.” 

 
Earlier, Jacob had refused Reuben’s offer. In Genesis 49:4 we see that Jacob had not truly 

forgiven Reuben for his actions. It revealed he may have had an issue trusting the firstborn son, 
Reuben. His second born, Simeon, was held captive in an Egyptian prison and his third born, 
Levi lacked self-control and had blood on his hands with the slaying of innocent men (34:25, 
49:5-7). 

 
In a change of behavior, Judah put his own life on the line as a guarantee for 

Benjamin. Judah, the fourth son, was the one who had originally proposed the sale of Joseph. It 
was Judah who wronged his daughter-in-law Tamar and had relations with her as a harlot.  

 
Verses 11-14 

“11 Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: take some of the 
best products of the land in your bags, and carry down to the man as a gift, a little balsam 

and a little honey, labdanum resin and myrrh, pistachio nuts and almonds. 12 And take 
double the money in your hand, and take back in your hand the money that was returned 

in the opening of your sacks; perhaps it was a mistake. 13 Take your brother also, and arise, 
return to the man; 14 and may God Almighty grant you compassion in the sight of the man, 

so that he will release to you your other brother and Benjamin. And as for me, if I am 
bereaved of my sons, I am bereaved!” 15 So the men took this gift, and they took 

double the money in their hand, and Benjamin; then they set out and went down to Egypt, 
and stood before Joseph.” 

 
It was part of the culture to bring a gift when in the presence of a person of high rank. 

Once before, Jacob gave a generous gift to one that he feared, Esau (33:10-11) and that situation 
turned out well. Using that same philosophy that worked with Esau, Jacob tells his sons to take a 
gift down to the Egyptian official. It’s interesting that Jacob decided to send fruit and spices as a 
gift as this is in the midst of a famine.  Despite the lack of grain, Jacob had material resources. 
They were also to take 20 pieces of silver which was also interesting because that was the 
amount that the brothers sold Joseph for twenty-two years earlier (37:28). Because Jacob thought 
the silver found in the bags was “perhaps a mistake”, reveals he is not thinking God is providing 
and blessing him and his family. A second comment made by Jacob, “I am bereaved”, verifies 
his lack of discernment as to God’s involvement in this situation. He did however seek God’s 
blessing before he sent his sons away, “…may God Almighty grant you compassion in the sight 
of the man.” 
 

Joseph Sees Benjamin 
Verses 15-34 

 
Verses 15-18 

“15 So the men took this gift, and they took double the money in their hand, and Benjamin; 
then they set out and went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph. 16 When Joseph saw 
Benjamin with them, he said to his house steward, “Bring the men into the house, and 

slaughter an animal and make preparations; for the men are to dine with me at 
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noon.” 17 So the man did as Joseph said, and brought the men to Joseph’s house. 18 Now the 
men were afraid, because they were brought to Joseph’s house; and they said, “It 

is because of the money that was returned in our sacks the first time that we are being 
brought in, so that he may attack us and overpower us, and take us as slaves with our 

donkeys.” 
 

The brothers began their second journey to Egypt. With modern day roads, the distance 
from Jerusalem to Cairo is 337 miles. This ancient journey, to secure grain, was not like taking a 
trip to the local grocery store. This effort required almost a 400-mile trip one way and the same 
effort to return.  

 
Once they arrived, as paranoia sets in, the brothers worry why this powerful Egyptian 

official took such an interest in them, and why he wanted to share a meal with them. We are 
given an insight into their level of suspicion and fear as their minds go to the official wanting to 
make them slaves and steal their donkeys. Was this action the calm before the storm? Was he 
showing kindness before he ordered them to be executed as spies? They were being invited to his 
private residence and it was common knowledge that, for personal safety, ranking Egyptian 
officials maintained private dungeons in their private residences. 

 
When Joseph sees Benjamin, he orders an animal be slaughtered and a noon time meal be 

prepared. We are not told if Joseph had planned this or if this was in direct response to him 
seeing his full brother from his own mother, for the first time in twenty-two years.  

 
Verses 19-23 

“19 So they approached Joseph’s house steward, and spoke to him at the entrance of the 
house, 20 and said, “Oh, my lord, we indeed came down the first time to buy food, 21 and it 

happened when we came to the campsite, that we opened our sacks, and behold, each 
man’s money was in the opening of his sack, our money in full. So we have brought it back 
in our hand. 22 We have also brought down other money in our hand to buy food; we do not 

know who put our money in our sacks.” 23 But he said, “Peace be to you, do not be 
afraid. Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks; 

your money was in my possession.” Then he brought Simeon out to them.” 
 

Wisely, the brothers tried to explain to Joseph’s servant, before they had to face Joseph, 
that their first trip resulted in the money they paid for grain being mistakenly returned to them. 
They wanted to explain that this was not their doing and they had no explanation as to how their 
money ended up in their sacks. Putting their minds at ease the servant acknowledged that Joseph 
was aware of the return of their silver and told them that this was done on purpose. The servant 
responded, Shalom, “Peace be to you, do not be afraid. Your God and the God of your father has 
given you treasure in your sacks.” This pagan Egyptian servant confirmed God’s providential 
care for this family. Maybe God did hear Jacob’s prayer!  

 
Joseph not only was generous in returning their money and sending them home with the 

gift of grain and provisions, but he also kept his word and had Simeon brought out to join them 
in the meal.  
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Verses 24-26 
“24 Then the man brought the men into Joseph’s house and gave them water, and 

they washed their feet; and he gave their donkeys feed. 25 So they prepared the gift for 
Joseph’s arrival at noon; for they had heard that they were to eat a meal there. 26 When 
Joseph came home, they brought into the house to him the gift which was in their hand, 

and they bowed down to the ground before him.” 
 

The brother’s fearful expectation was met with kindness and respect. Once again 
Joseph’s dream was fulfilled as the brothers bowed down before him. They did so partially out of 
respect, partially out of gratitude, and partially out of need. They needed to receive Joseph’s 
favor and return home safely with Benjamin.  

 
Verses 27-30 

“27 Then he asked them about their welfare, and said, “Is your old father well, of whom you 
spoke? Is he still alive?” 28 And they said, “Your servant our father is well; he is still alive.” 
Then they bowed down again in homage. 29 And as he raised his eyes and saw his brother 

Benjamin, his mother’s son, he said, “Is this your youngest brother, of whom you spoke to 
me?” Then he said, “May God be gracious to you, my son.” 30 Joseph then hurried out, 

for he was deeply stirred over his brother, and he looked for a place to weep; so he entered 
his chamber and wept there.” 

 
Why was this official asking so many personal questions? Asking about the well-being of 

their father? Certainly, this could not be standard procedure for everyone who comes to Egypt to 
buy grain. After twenty-two years, Joseph became emotional when he once again saw Benjamin. 
The last time he saw his youngest brother, his brother was a child. Now, would it be possible for 
him to have the brother relationship he never had?  

 
To Benjamin, Joseph spoke a blessing, the same blessing we find in the Aaronic 

benediction of Numbers 6:25, “may the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.” 
This emotional reunion causes Joseph to seek some privacy as he wept.  

Verses 31-32 
“31 Then he washed his face and came out; and he controlled himself and said, “Serve the 
meal.” 32 Then they served him by himself, and Joseph’s brothers by themselves, and the 

Egyptians who ate with him by themselves; because the Egyptians could not eat bread with 
the Hebrews, for that is an abomination to the Egyptians.” 

 
After Joseph regained his composure, he returned and ordered the meal to be served. The 

last time he was with his brother, he was thrown in a pit while his brothers sat down and feasted 
on a meal. This time again, he did not eat with his brothers, but for a different reason. This 
culture believed that Egyptians came from the gods, and all other people came from lesser 
origins and were beneath them. Egyptians could not socially mix with other people. Other 
Egyptians also separated themselves from these brothers and from Joseph. Even with his high 
status and power, Joseph could still not eat with native Egyptians. This was a strict custom in the 
land of Egypt. Egyptian priests would not eat or drink anything that was imported, nor would 
they use utensils that had been used by Greeks. 
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This custom was God working behind the scenes.  If God had allowed the Israelites to 
remain in Canaan, they would have eventually assimilated into the corrupt and godless peoples 
of Canaan. However, by bringing the nation of Israel down to Egypt, living with a racially 
separated people who would not often intermarry or mingle with them, he kept their bloodline 
pure. God simply sent Joseph on ahead to make the arrangements for his people. 
 

Verses 33-34 
“33 Now they were seated before him, from the firstborn according to his birthright to the 

youngest according to his youth, and the men looked at one another in 
astonishment. 34 Then he took portions to them from his own table, but Benjamin’s portion 

was five times as much as any of theirs. So they drank freely with him.” 
 

It did not go unnoticed to the brothers that they were seated in order of age. How did this 
Egyptian official know the correct birth order? Did he have some sort of supernatural 
enlightenment?  

 
Joseph once again tests his brothers. Years ago, they became resentful when his father 

favored him over the rest. Here Joseph gives the youngest brother, Benjamin, five times the 
amount of choice food. How would the brothers react? Would they once again show resentment 
over a younger brother being favored? Envy caused them to hate their brother Joseph. Envy 
caused Cain to murder Abel. Envy caused King Saul to hate David. For these brothers, was there 
a change in their hearts?  
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Joseph Tests His Brothers 
Verses 1-34 

 
Verses 1-3 

“Then he commanded the steward of his house, “Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as 
they can carry, and put each man's money in the mouth of his sack, 2 and put my cup, the 
silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, with his money for the grain.” And he 
did as Joseph told him. 3 As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away with 

their donkeys.” 
 

After being treated so well, the brothers left Egypt with sacks full of grain. Simeon was 
out of prison and Jacob’s worst fear of something horrible happening to Benjamin did not come 
to pass. Once again, their silver was returned, but they will soon find out that Benjamin’s sack 
contained a special gift.  
 

Verses 4-5 
“4 They had gone only a short distance from the city. Now Joseph said to his steward, “Up, 
follow after the men, and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid evil 
for good? 5 Is it not from this that my lord drinks, and by this that he practices divination? 

You have done evil in doing this.’” 
 

Before they traveled too far Joseph sent a posse of his men to stop them, reveal the 
‘stolen’ silver cup and confront them demanding an explanation. He even gave his servants the 
exact words to say. Why did Joseph do this? It was common knowledge that Egyptians used 
sacred cups as divination devices (Isaiah 19:3). Because of his position, Joseph would have had a 
cup set aside for this practice; this does not mean that he actually practiced this idolatrous act. 
Such a practice was strictly forbidden by God (Leviticus 19:26, Deuteronomy 18:10.) The 
brothers were made aware that this was a special cup, and it was a terrible crime to ‘steal’ it. 

 
Asking the brothers the question, “Why have you repaid evil for good?” is parallel to 

what Joseph tells them in Genesis 50:20 when he says, “You intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done.” 
 

Verses 6-10 
“6 When he overtook them, he spoke to them these words. 7 They said to him, “Why does 

my lord speak such words as these? Far be it from your servants to do such a 
thing! 8 Behold, the money that we found in the mouths of our sacks we brought back to 

you from the land of Canaan. How then could we steal silver or gold from your lord's 
house? 9 Whichever of your servants is found with it shall die, and we also will be my lord's 
servants.” 10 He said, “Let it be as you say: he who is found with it shall be my servant, and 

the rest of you shall be innocent.” 
 

The brothers strongly said they did not take the cup. Interestingly, they seemed to have a 
great deal of trust in one another because it does not seem that they wondered which one of them 
did steal the cup. They were so confident in their innocence they declared the thief should be 
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killed and all the others taken as slaves. (Little did they know that they were prophesizing about 
the Israelites being taken into Egypt as slaves.)  
 

Verses 11-13 
“11 Then each man quickly lowered his sack to the ground, and each man opened his 

sack. 12 And he searched, beginning with the eldest and ending with the youngest. And the 
cup was found in Benjamin's sack. 13 Then they tore their clothes, and every man loaded his 

donkey, and they returned to the city.” 
 

In complete confidence each brother lowered and opened his sack, each expecting 
nothing to be there but grain. If the stolen cup was found among them, the guilty one would stay 
in Egypt as a slave. The brothers’ belongings were searched, starting with the oldest and moving 
down the line to the youngest. The planted evidence was found and according to their oath, 
Benjamin would not be heading north back home to Canaan but would be traveling south to 
slavery in Egypt.  
 

When it was found Benjamin’s sack held the stolen cup the brothers reacted as if 
someone had just died. Tearing their clothes in shock, horror, and grief. The cup was found in 
the sack of their father’s favorite son, the one he worried about the most. How were they going to 
explain to their father that Benjamin was sentenced to a life of slavery in Egypt? 
 

Verses 14-15 
“14 When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph's house, he was still there. They fell 

before him to the ground. 15 Joseph said to them, “What deed is this that you have done? 
Do you not know that a man like me can indeed practice divination?” 

 
They humbly returned back to Egypt, for the third time, facing the Egyptian official. 

Knowing they had been wronged, that somehow, someone must have planted the damning 
evidence, yet they didn’t come demanding justice, but with a humble plea for mercy. For the 
third time Joseph’s dream was fulfilled as each brother fell to the ground, bowing before him. 
Joseph continued to play the part of a true Egyptian and not allow them to know he was a 
Hebrew who worshipped Yahweh. 

 
Joseph sternly asks; “What deed is this that you have done?” Realizing they were in an 

impossible situation, despair set in. Judah steps up and admits guilt. They are not guilty of 
stealing the cup, but as he admits, “God has found out the guilt of your servants” and now God is 
calling them to task for all the other things they have done which they are guilty of. God is going 
to require them to confess, repent and get right with Him.  
 

Verses 16-17 
“16 And Judah said, “What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how can we 

clear ourselves? God has found out the guilt of your servants; behold, we are my lord's 
servants, both we and he also in whose hand the cup has been found.” 17 But he said, “Far 
be it from me that I should do so! Only the man in whose hand the cup was found shall be 

my servant. But as for you, go up in peace to your father.” 
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Joseph had created the situation for a second betrayal. Would the brothers turn on 
Benjamin? In Judah’s mind, the brothers were now destined to live the rest of their lives as 
slaves in Egypt. All the more significant was understanding these were middle-aged men who 
came from lives of relative privilege, wealth, and status. Judah, once again taking the lead, 
commits himself and all the brothers to stick with Benjamin, even as slaves in Egypt. 

 
Verses 18-23 

“18 Then Judah went up to him and said, “Oh, my lord, please let your servant speak a 
word in my lord's ears, and let not your anger burn against your servant, for you are like 

Pharaoh himself. 19 My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father, or a 
brother?’ 20 And we said to my lord, ‘We have a father, an old man, and a young 

brother, the child of his old age. His brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother's 
children, and his father loves him.’ 21 Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to 

me, that I may set my eyes on him.’ 22 We said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father, 
for if he should leave his father, his father would die.’ 23 Then you said to your 

servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you shall not see my face 
again.” 

 
Judah intercedes for Benjamin as he recounts the previous conversations with the 

Egyptian official. Judah’s speech to Joseph is a heartfelt, desperate appeal. Judah reminded the 
Egyptian official that all this began with his persistent questioning and insistence… “then you 
said… but you said”. He emphasizes all they wanted to do was to buy some grain.   

 
Verses 24-29 

“24 “When we went back to your servant my father, we told him the words of my 
lord. 25 And when our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a little food,’ 26 we said, ‘We cannot go 

down. If our youngest brother goes with us, then we will go down. For we cannot see the 
man's face unless our youngest brother is with us.’ 27 Then your servant my father said to 
us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two sons. 28 One left me, and I said, “Surely he has 
been torn to pieces,” and I have never seen him since. 29 If you take this one also from 
me, and harm happens to him, you will bring down my gray hairs in evil to Sheol.” 

 
Judah tells Joseph the events of Genesis 43:1-10. This is the first time Joseph is hearing 

the lie these brothers told their father as to why he did not return with them and he is hearing 
how his father responded to the news of his proposed death.  

 
Verses 30-32 

“30 “Now therefore, as soon as I come to your servant my father, and the boy is not with us, 
then, as his life is bound up in the boy's life, 31 as soon as he sees that the boy is not with us, 

he will die, and your servants will bring down the gray hairs of your servant our father 
with sorrow to Sheol. 32 For your servant became a pledge of safety for the boy to my father, 
saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall bear the blame before my father all 

my life.” 
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Twenty-two years earlier these brothers did not seem to have a great concern for how 
Jacob would take the news of Joseph’s death. Now, Judah showed they were greatly concerned 
for the feelings and welfare of their father. This could be seen as evidence of a changed heart. 

 
Verses 33-34 

“33 Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the boy as a servant to my lord, 
and let the boy go back with his brothers. 34 For how can I go back to my father if the boy is 

not with me? I fear to see the evil that would find my father.” 
 

Judah dramatically offered to exchange his life for the sake of Benjamin. He is willing to 
take the place of the youngest brother and spend the rest of his life as a slave in the land of Egypt. 
Quite a dramatic change from 20 plus years before when the brothers did not care about Joseph 
or their father.  

 
Judah’s willingness to suffer as a substitute for the brother born to Rachel, not his own 

mother Leah, is a foreshadow of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ dying a substitutionary death 
on the cross for your sins and mine.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


