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Jacob's Family Settles in Goshen 
Verses 1-12 

 
Verses 1-4 

“So Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, “My father and my brothers, with their flocks and 
herds and all that they possess, have come from the land of Canaan. They are now in the 
land of Goshen.” 2 And from among his brothers he took five men and presented them to 

Pharaoh. 3 Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is your occupation?” And they said to 
Pharaoh, “Your servants are shepherds, as our fathers were.” 4 They said to Pharaoh, “We 
have come to sojourn in the land, for there is no pasture for your servants' flocks, for the 

famine is severe in the land of Canaan. And now, please let your servants dwell in the land 
of Goshen.” 

 
Once again Joseph is reunited with his family. Even with Joseph’s status in the nation of 

Egypt, the family still had to seek the Pharoah’s permission to live and work in Egypt. Five 
brothers are chosen to represent the family before this royal audience. They did as Joseph told 
them as they answered Pharaoh’s questions. The land chosen for them was Goshen, also known 
as Rameses, land which was ideal for their profession. For the brothers and the whole clan, their 
stay in Egypt was a five-year plan. Until the famine was over. Man’s plans are often interrupted 
by God.  

 
Genesis 15:13 
“Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants 
will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there.” 
 

Verses 5-6 
“5 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to you. 6 The 

land of Egypt is before you. Settle your father and your brothers in the best of the land. Let 
them settle in the land of Goshen, and if you know any able men among them, put them in 

charge of my livestock.” 
 

The blessing of being allowed to dwell in the best of the land was because of Joseph. He 
saved Egypt and many other nations from starving during this terrible famine. Because God used 
Joseph this way, his whole family and the future nation of Israel was blessed and received an 
inheritance.  
 

 
Verses 7-10 

“7 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and stood him before Pharaoh, and Jacob 
blessed Pharaoh. 8 And Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How many are the days of the years of 

your life?” 9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my sojourning are 130 
years. Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not attained to 

the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their sojourning.” 10 And 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from the presence of Pharaoh.” 
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This is one of my favorite responses to a question in all of Genesis. Pharoah asked Jacob 
how old he was, and Jacob responds by acknowledging he is on a pilgrimage.  He knew that his 
real home was not in Egypt, but in heaven! A good lesson for all to learn. He also acknowledges 
no matter how good or bad his days were here on earth they will not compare to what awaits him 
in heaven.  

 
He also says his years had been ‘few and evil’, Jacob had suffered much. 

His years were few when compared to Abraham (175 years) and Isaac (180 years) 
They were hard: 

 His escape from Esau who wanted to kill him 
 Working 14 years due to the deceitfulness of Laban 
 The rape of his daughter Dinah 
 The death of his beloved Rachel 
 The sinful incest of his oldest son Reuben 
 The sinfulness of all his son killing the Canaanites 
 The told death of his favorite youngest son, Joseph 

 
The phrase, “and Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from the presence of Pharaoh” is 

a remarkable statement. The common custom in the ancient near East would be to wish the king 
a long life, “Long live the king’ (2 Samuel 16:16, 1 Kings 1:31.) A blessing is usually bestowed 
upon one who is lesser (in position), than the one offering the blessing. A father blesses a son. A 
king blesses a servant. By receiving this blessing Pharaoh acknowledged Jacob was a man of 
God. But more amazing than that is understanding in the Egyptian culture/religion, Pharaoh was 
thought to be a god. They considered Pharaoh the human embodiment of Ra, the sun god. This is 
why Pharoah allowing a Hebrew man to bless him is amazing. This Egyptian ‘god’ bowed down 
to the Hebrew blessing!  
 

 
 

Verses 11-12 
“11 Then Joseph settled his father and his brothers and gave them a possession in the land 

of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had 
commanded. 12 And Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all his father's household 

with food, according to the number of their dependents.” 
 

Joseph’s family looked to him as their source of provision and supply. Even in the midst 
of a great famine, Joseph was able to provide bread for his entire family. He did so under the 
authority of Pharaoh. Joseph was a high ranking official, but he never took advantage of his 
position.  

 
This was not ancient Israel, this was Egypt. In ancient Israel if a family member became 

destitute relatives would buy the land and employ them as servants, until the year of Jubilee, 
when the land would be returned (Leviticus 25). 
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Joseph and the Famine 
Verses 13-31 

 
Verses 13-14 

“13 Now there was no food in all the land, for the famine was very severe, so that the land of 
Egypt and the land of Canaan languished by reason of the famine. 14 And Joseph gathered 

up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, in 
exchange for the grain that they bought. And Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's 

house.” 
 

The famine, which affected the entire ancient world, brough a great deal of wealth into 
Egypt. Joseph was not only an amazing administrator and a hard worker, he was also a very 
honest worker. As a loyal servant, Joseph brought all of the money into Pharoah’s house. In the 
later years of the famine, Joseph arranged ways for the people to purchase food with whatever 
they had to give. 

 
Verses 15-26 

“15 And when the money was all spent in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all 
the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us food. Why should we die before your 

eyes? For our money is gone.” 16 And Joseph answered, “Give your livestock, and I will give 
you food in exchange for your livestock, if your money is gone.” 17 So they brought their 

livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them food in exchange for the horses, the flocks, the 
herds, and the donkeys. He supplied them with food in exchange for all their livestock that 

year. 18 And when that year was ended, they came to him the following year and said to him, 
“We will not hide from my lord that our money is all spent. The herds of livestock are my 

lord's. There is nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and our land. 19 Why 
should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land for food, and 

we with our land will be servants to Pharaoh. And give us seed that we may live and not die, 
and that the land may not be desolate.” 20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for 

Pharaoh, for all the Egyptians sold their fields, because the famine was severe on them. The 
land became Pharaoh's. 21 As for the people, he made servants of them from one end of 

Egypt to the other. 22 Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had a fixed 
allowance from Pharaoh and lived on the allowance that Pharaoh gave them; therefore 
they did not sell their land. 23 Then Joseph said to the people, “Behold, I have this day 

bought you and your land for Pharaoh. Now here is seed for you, and you shall sow the 
land. 24 And at the harvests you shall give a fifth to Pharaoh, and four fifths shall be your 
own, as seed for the field and as food for yourselves and your households, and as food for 

your little ones.” 25 And they said, “You have saved our lives; may it please my lord, we will 
be servants to Pharaoh.” 26 So Joseph made it a statute concerning the land of Egypt, and it 
stands to this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth; the land of the priests alone did not 

become Pharaoh's.” 
 

Because of Joseph’s efforts, Egyptian food was available, but at a price. Because the 
famine lasted so long, seven years, eventually people ran out of money to buy more grain. When 
the money ran out, Joseph received their livestock as payment. When the livestock was gone, 
Joseph received their land as payment. This multiplied both Pharoah’s power and wealth. The 
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people worked for Pharoah for 1/5th of what the land produced, now and in the future. This was 
basically a twenty percent tax on the people. In exchange they received substances and survived 
the famine. Eventually Pharaoh had all the foreign money, all the foreign livestock and all the 
foreign land.  

 
Because of Joseph’s character, Pharaoh became even more wealthy. Later, when a 

different Pharoah is over the land, one who did not know Joseph, the blessing Egypt once 
enjoyed turned into curses. As that Pharoah cursed Israel, God cursed Egypt, fulfilling the 
promise of Genesis 12:3.  
 

Verse 27 
“27 Thus Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen. And they gained 

possessions in it and were fruitful and multiplied greatly.” 
 

During this time of famine, God protected and provided for Israel. It settled in fertile land 
and gained possessions. They were also ‘fruitful and multiplied.’ Over the course of the next 400 
years, Israel will become a nation of two million plus.  

 
Verses 28-31 

“28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. So the days of Jacob, the years of 
his life, were 147 years. 29 And when the time drew near that Israel must die, he called his 

son Joseph and said to him, “If now I have found favor in your sight, put your hand under 
my thigh and promise to deal kindly and truly with me. Do not bury me in Egypt, 30 but let 

me lie with my fathers. Carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burying place.” He 
answered, “I will do as you have said.” 31 And he said, “Swear to me”; and he swore to him. 

Then Israel bowed himself upon the head of his bed.” 
 

Jacob had 17 years in Egypt with Joseph, which was the same number of years he had 
with him before he was sold into Egyptian slavery by his brothers. As Jacob knew his life was 
coming to an end, he made Joseph take a solemn oath, just like the oath Abraham made his 
servant make in Genesis 24:1-9 when he went looking for a wife for Isaac. That oath was that the 
servant would not take a wife from the Canaanites. Jacob having Joseph place his hand under his 
thigh is comparison to one placing their hand on a Bible as they swear an oath. Had Joseph failed 
to keep the oath, he would be placed under God’s wrath.  

 
Jacob (Israel) knew he was in receipt of the covenant God made with his grandfather 

Abraham. He knew Egypt was not his home. He belonged to rest in the land promised to the 
descendants of Abraham. This was the oath Jacob promised Joseph to take, to bring his bones 
back to the Promised Land and to be buried in the cave at Machpelah. Jacob knew Joseph had 
the means to see to it that his wish was carried out. Jacob was not buried in Egypt; he was carried 
out and brought back to the land of Canaan, the place where his fathers rested. 
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Jacob Blesses Ephraim and Manasseh 
Verses 1-22 

 
Verses 1-4 

“After this, Joseph was told, “Behold, your father is ill.” So he took with him his two sons, 
Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 And it was told to Jacob, “Your son Joseph has come to you.” 
Then Israel summoned his strength and sat up in bed. 3 And Jacob said to Joseph, “God 
Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 4 and said to me, 
‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will make of you a company of 
peoples and will give this land to your offspring after you for an everlasting possession.” 

 
God had appeared to Jacob twice in Luz. Luz is another name for Bethel (28:29, 35:6). 

Jacob recounts the promise that God made with his grandfather Abraham and confirmed with 
him for two reasons. First, God’s promises are sure promises. Second, as the heir of those 
promises Jacob had the ‘limited’ right to decide to whom he will pass down these blessings. 
Jacob then explains to Joseph his decision.  

 
Verses 5-6 

“5 And now your two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you 
in Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben and Simeon 

are. 6 And the children that you fathered after them shall be yours. They shall be called by 
the name of their brothers in their inheritance.” 

 
Jacob had always favored Joseph. Now that favoritism caried down to his half Egyptian 

grandsons. Reuben and Simeon were Jacob’s first and second born. Jacob claims (adopts) 
Joseph’s two sons as if they were his own first and second born. This is a high honor. Because of 
their sins, Reuben and Simeon were disqualified from positions of status and leadership. Jacob’s 
adoption of Manasseh and Ephraim explains why there are sometimes the 12 tribes of Israel 
listed in different combinations. Israel actually had 13 sons, replacing Joseph’s name with 
Ephraim and Manasseh.  

 
The number 12 is special to God. There were: 

 12 tribes 
 12 apostles 
 12 princes of Ishmael 
 12 pillars on Moses’ altar 
 12 stones on the high priest’s breastplate 
 12 cakes of showbread 
 12 silver platters, silver bowls, and gold pans for the service of the tabernacle 
 12 spies to search out the land 
 12 memorial stones 
 12 governors under Solomon 
 12 stones in Elijah’s altar 
 12 in each group of musicians and singers for Israel’s worship  
 12 hours in a day 
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 12 months in a year 
 12 Ephesian men filled with the Holy Spirit 
 12,000 from 12 tribes sealed and preserved through the tribulation 
 12 gates of 12 pearls in heaven 
 12 angels at heaven’s gates 
 12 foundations in the New Jerusalem, each with the names of the 12 apostles of the Lamb 
 it’s length, breadth, and height are all 12,000 furlongs and  
 the tree of life in heaven has 12 fruits 

 
Verse 7 

“7 As for me, when I came from Paddan, to my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan 
on the way, when there was still some distance to go to Ephrath, and I buried her there on 

the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).” 
 

As his life is coming to an end, Jacob still grieves over the death of his beloved Rachel. 
She died giving birth to Benjamin (35:16-20) 

 
Verses 8-12 

“8 When Israel saw Joseph's sons, he said, “Who are these?” 9 Joseph said to his 
father, “They are my sons, whom God has given me here.” And he said, “Bring them to me, 
please, that I may bless them.” 10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could 
not see. So Joseph brought them near him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 11 And 

Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your face; and behold, God has let me see 
your offspring also.” 12 Then Joseph removed them from his knees, and he bowed himself 

with his face to the earth.” 
 

When Jacob asked Joseph, ‘who are these’? This was the beginning of the formal 
adoption process. Much like a minister asking ‘who gives this woman away’ in a wedding 
ceremony. It begins the process of an official ceremony. Joseph’s firstborn son was Manasseh 
which means ‘forgetfulness’. His second born, Ephraim, whose name means ‘fruitfulness’. Jacob 
takes these boys and blesses them as if they were his own. To bless someone is to ask for God’s 
favor to be on them. His kissing them is also part of the official ceremony. Again much like the 
groom being able to kiss his bride, AFTER they have exchanged vows and rings.  

Verses 13-14 
“13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and 
Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand and brought them near him. 14 And 

Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on the head of Ephraim, who was the younger, 
and his left hand on the head of Manasseh, crossing his hands (for Manasseh was the 

firstborn).” 
 

Despite Joseph’s objection, Jacob places his favored hand (the right hand) on the second-
born. In the Jewish culture, the right is always favored over the left. The right hand is considered 
the hand of strength (Psalm 16;11, Psalm 20:6) It is considered to be the side of God’s strength 
(Exodus 15:6). This is why Mark 14:62 says Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father.  
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Israel’s eyes were weak and poor but knew exactly what he was doing. He was blessing 
the second born with a greater blessing over the first. This was not the way blessings were to be 
given. One must remember, Jacob himself was the second born and received the greater blessing 
from God.  

 
Verses 15-16 

“15 And he blessed Joseph and said, “The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac 
walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day, 16 the angel who 

has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys; and in them let my name be carried on, and 
the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the 

midst of the earth.” 
 

Jacob blessed the two boys using the covenant God established with his fathers, Abraham 
and Isaac. By blessing the sons, Jacob also blesses Joseph. One could argue that Joseph received 
the greatest blessing because he was able to watch his children receive the patriarch blessing 
from Jacob.   

 
The blessing was real as the tribe of Ephraim went on to be the greater of the two tribes. 

So much so that the name Ephraim is used to recognize the entire ten northern tribes (Isaiah 7:8. 
7:17, 11:13, Hosea 9:13, 12:1, 8). 

 
Verses 17-20 

“17 When Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it 
displeased him, and he took his father's hand to move it from Ephraim's head to 

Manasseh's head. 18 And Joseph said to his father, “Not this way, my father; since this one 
is the firstborn, put your right hand on his head.” 19 But his father refused and said, “I 

know, my son, I know. He also shall become a people, and he also shall be great. 
Nevertheless, his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his offspring shall become a 
multitude of nations.” 20 So he blessed them that day, saying, “By you Israel will pronounce 

blessings, saying, ‘God make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh.’” Thus he put Ephraim 
before Manasseh.” 

 
As the two sons of Joseph stood before Israel, the older Manasseh was before Israel’s 

right hand, and the younger Ephraim was before Israel’s left hand. Joseph positioned them 
intentionally so the older could receive the right-hand blessing. Yet Israel deliberately crossed 
his hands and put his right hand on Ephraim’s head and his left hand on Manasseh’s head. Joseph 
was displeased, angered, at his father’s actions. So much so that he tried to remove his father’s 
hand from Ephraim’s head.  
 

David was not the firstborn son, but God chose him to take the position of the 
firstborn. God chose the same for Ephraim and Israel was faithful in honoring what God wanted.  
Jeremiah 31:9 
“They will come with weeping; they will pray as I bring them back. I will lead them beside 
streams of water on a level path where they will not stumble, 
because I am Israel’s father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son.” 
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 The younger Abel’s offering was accepted, the older Cain’s was not.  
 The younger Isaac was chosen over the older Ishmael. 
 The younger Jacob was chosen over the older Esau. 
 The younger Joseph was chosen over the older brothers 

 
Ephraim and Manasseh both became great tribes. Manasseh became ‘a people’ and 

Ephraim became a ‘multitude of peoples.’ However, both tribes, as all of the ten northern tribes, 
eventually fell into apostate (Psalm 78, 2 Kings 17), and the tribe of Judah picked up the mantle. 

Verses 21-22 
“21 Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am about to die, but God will be with you and will 
bring you again to the land of your fathers. 22 Moreover, I have given to you rather than to 

your brothers one mountain slope that I took from the hand of the Amorites with my sword 
and with my bow.” 

 
This was truly a passing of the torch from Israel to Joseph, completing the line of the 

great patriarchs. Abraham to Isaac, Isaac to Jacob. Jacob to Joseph.  
1 Chronicles 5:1-2 
“The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel (he was the firstborn, but when he defiled his father’s 
marriage bed, his rights as firstborn were given to the sons of Joseph son of Israel; so he could 
not be listed in the genealogical record in accordance with his birthright, 2 and though 
Judah was the strongest of his brothers and a ruler came from him, the rights of the 
firstborn belonged to Joseph,” 
 

The land Jacob bought in Shechem (Shechem means ‘shoulder’ and is located as a pass 
between two mountains) from King Hamor (33:19). This former Amorite plot of land will not be 
an inheritance for Joseph’s descendants for four hundred years.  
Joshua 24:32 
“And Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt, were buried at Shechem 
in the tract of land that Jacob bought for a hundred pieces of silver[d] from the sons of Hamor, 
the father of Shechem. This became the inheritance of Joseph’s descendants. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


