
Mark 
Bible Study Outline 

Author 
Church tradition holds to John (Hebrew name) Mark (Latin name) as the author of the Gospel 
of Mark.  There is no internal evidence that affirms this conclusion per se, but the testimony 
of various early church fathers (Eusebius, Tertullian, Iranaeus), namely the earliest writing of 
those who lived in the same era as the New Testament authors.  For example, Papias wrote in 
the year 110 AD that he heard from the Apostle John himself that John Mark was the author.  
It is widely regarded that John Mark had become a regular laborer with Peter, much in the 
same way that Timothy was coached and guided by Paul.  

Many opinions exist for the date of the writing of this gospel being the late 60’s AD, but most 
modern considerations push the date back into the late 50’s AD.  Various important details 
seem to solidify this date.  Of importance to the issue of dating is to consider that if indeed it 
was written in the late 50’s AD, to a Roman audience (as will be outlined next), this would have 
arrived to the church in Rome during its most fierce period of suffering under the rule of 
Emperor Nero. 

Audience 
John Mark’s proximity to the Apostle Peter forms one of the key arguments for the target 
audience of this gospel.  Peter, then by proximity John Mark, carried out a ministry that was 
primarily focused in Rome.  This wasn’t his only area of focus, but it was a major area where 
Peter invested time.  This leads us to first consider Rome as a possibility as the target of this 
letter.   

When we look more intentionally into the internal evidence for the target audience, we find a 
few clues that seem to clearly lead us to conclude that the predominantly Gentile believers in 



Rome were indeed the target audience.  These are some of the most convincing evidences 
observed in the gospel itself : 1

• Jewish customs are explained (cf. 7:3–4; 14:12; 15:42).  
• Aramaic expressions are translated into Greek (cf. 3:17; 5:41; 7:11, 34; 9:43; 10:46; 

14:36; 15:22, 34) 
• Several Latin terms are used rather than their Greek equivalents (cf. 5:9; 6:27; 12:15, 

42; 15:16, 39).  
• The Roman method of reckoning time is used (cf. 6:48; 13:35).  
• Only Mark identified Simon of Cyrene as the father of Alexander and Rufus (cf. 15:21; 

Rom. 16:13).  
• Few Old Testament quotations or references to fulfilled prophecy are used.  
• Mark portrayed a particular concern for “all the nations” (cf. 5:18–20; 7:24–8:10; 11:17; 

13:10; 14:9), and at a climactic point in the Gospel a Gentile Roman centurion 
unwittingly proclaimed Jesus’ deity (cf. 15:39).  

• The tone and message of the Gospel are appropriate to Roman believers who were 
encountering persecution and expecting more (cf. 9:49; 13:9–13).  

Theme 
One of the more challenging things to conclude in the gospel of Mark, and in any gospel for 
that matter, is a central theme to the gospel itself.  The nature of the narrative genre 
eliminates hard and fast conclusions about an author’s intent because they are being held by 
the stories which govern the narrative.  That being said, we often can conclude from the 
overall study of the gospel, if the author is choosing to highlight a theme or set of themes 
within the stories.  There have been many attempts to synthesize the Gospel’s intent into one 
theme; a biographical portrait of Jesus as the Servant of the Lord, winning converts to Jesus 
Christ, give instruction to new Christians and strengthen their faith in the face of persecution, 
to provide material for evangelists and teachers to use, or to correct false ideas about Jesus 
and His messianic mission.  The problem with these efforts to strictly conclude that there is 
only one theme, like the examples outlined above, is that all of these themes are present 
indeed within the gospel. 

It is perhaps more faithful to the gospel itself if we choose a broader theme rather than to 
press it into such a singular category.  It would appear that there is a certain bent by John 
Mark to focus on the actions of Jesus, and the necessary teachings that explain his purpose in 
being the Suffering Servant that had been prophesied through Isaiah.  The gospel structures 
itself around Jesus’ ministry shift from Nazareth, broader Galilee, then to Jerusalem, but it 
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makes a clear point to emphasize Jesus’ suffering and rejection along the way.  This focus 
carries through to Jesus’ ultimate suffering and rejection at the cross.   

As we consider the audience, this general theme of the gospel makes sense.  It would seem 
that John Mark was writing a gospel account that would give particular pastoral care for the 
church in Rome that was facing such fierce suffering under Nero.  Christians were blamed for 
the great fire of Rome and were punished for it.  They were used as items of sport in the 
gladiatorial games, the Romans even going so far as pouring oil over their bodies and burning 
them alive as lamps to light the streets of Rome at night.  Having a real and personal 
connection to Jesus in His suffering would provide them the necessary example and 
encouragement to continue on in faithfulness to Him during their most difficult of days.   

Doctrine 
Jesus As Theos 
This gospel doesn’t waiver in presenting a deep and meaningful case for the deity of Jesus 
and his perfect union with the Father and the Holy Spirit.  The early chapters do a wonderfully 
simple job of setting the stage for the broader pastoral themes that Mark wants to highlight 
by firmly establishing the person and nature of Jesus.  This order is significant and necessary 
if the believer is to actually receive its lesson and follow in the footsteps of Jesus through 
suffering.  There is no path through a difficult life apart from a deep relational closeness with 
the Father through this Jesus.  Knowing who he is and how he lived provides us the necessary 
foundation to consider how then we should live accordingly.  

Discipleship 
In this gospel, Mark brings particular focus to the practical outworking of what it looks like to 
be a disciple of the Father through the example of Jesus.  Unlike the other Gospels, Mark 
seems to place a high emphasis on practical discipleship, answering the questions of what it 
“looks like” to follow our Father in difficult circumstances.  Speaking, acting, living, and relating 
to people are all modeled in real ways to help us see what it should be for us to follow the 
Father in the context of real life. 

The Mystery Concerning Messiah and Kingdom 
The gospel of Mark also does its due responsibility in detailing the nuances of the Mystery 
lived out through the life of Jesus.  Mark highlights the rampant confusion about Jesus as 
Messiah but also being a Suffering Servant, which were seemingly incongruent to those who 
were following him and those who were opposing him as well.  These distinctions prove highly 
important not only for those in the days of Jesus but also for those in time of the writing of 
the gospel itself.  Knowing the importance of Jesus’ identity as Messiah and yet his willingness 



to put certain rights aside to die in our place, are at the very heart of the theme of suffering 
and servitude. 

Suffering 
In this gospel we get our most personal encounter with the perfect example of suffering on 
earth in step with the Father.  There is much teaching about the topic of suffering, and there 
are human examples that can be observed as well.  Here we read of the truest example of 
how the Father would want us to live it out with Him.  Jesus gives just enough teaching to 
support it, but bolsters it more fully by living it.  This “real life” theology of suffering is often the 
most missed by believers as they struggle.  They often flounder under the unanswerable 
question, “How am I supposed to actually embrace suffering well?”  Jesus powerfully shows us 
what it looks like to know the truth, choose to fight for the truth, but to continue to live and 
walk with the Father in real life through the reality of it in life’s circumstances. 

Outline 
Date: July 3, 2022 
Passages: Mark 1:1-13 
Topic: Jesus On The Scene  

Date: July 10, 2022 
Passages: Mark 1:14-45 
Topic: Early Galilean Ministry  

*Global Mission Sunday: July 17, 2022 

Date: July 24, 2022 
Passages: Mark 2:1-22 
Topic: Religious Hypocrisy (1)  

Date: July 31, 2022 
Passages: Mark 2:23-3:6 
Topic: Religious Hypocrisy (2) 

Date: August 7, 2022 
Passages: Mark 3:7-35 
Topic: Rejection (1) 



Date: August 14, 2022 
Passages: Mark 4:1-34 
Topic: Parables 

Date: August 21, 2022 
Passages: Mark 4:35-5:43 
Topic: Miracles 

Date: August 28, 2022 
Passages: Mark 6:1-29 
Topic: Rejection (2) 

Date: September 4, 2022 
Passages: Mark 6:30-7:37 
Topic: Equipping (1) 

Date: September 11, 2022 
Passages: Mark 8:1-30 
Topic: Equipping (2) 

Date: September 18, 2022 
Passages: Mark 8:31-9:29 
Topic: Foretell And Call (1) 

Date: September 25, 2022 
Passages: Mark 9:30-10:31 
Topic: Foretell And Call (2) 

Date: October 2, 2022 
Passages: Mark 10:32-52 
Topic: Foretell And Call (3) 

Date: October 9, 2022 
Passages: Mark 11:1-26 
Topic: Triumphal Entry 

Date: October 16, 2022 
Passages: Mark 11:27-12:44 
Topic: Teaching (1) 



Date: October 23, 2022 
Passages: Mark 13 
Topic: Teaching (2) 

Date: October 23, 2022 
Passages: Mark 14:1-52 
Topic: Betrayal 

Date: October 30, 2022 
Passages: Mark 14:53-15:20 
Topic: Trial 

Date: November 6, 2022 
Passages: Mark 15:21-16:8 
Topic: Death, Burial, and Resurrection 

Date: November 6, 2022 
Passages: Mark 16:9-20 
Topic: Commission 
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