
The Place of Cleansing Between Sacrifice and Presence 
 
Phase 1: The Outer Courtyard (Justification and Cleansing) 
The courtyard was open to the visual field of the camp, representing the public, foundational 
steps of entering into a covenant relationship with God. 
 
1. The Gate of the Court 
Physical description: A single, wide, colorful screen woven of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine 
linen. 
 
Theological symbolism: Represents Exclusivity and Access. There is only one entry point into 
the Tabernacle enclosure, symbolizing that access to God is narrow, specific, and provided 
strictly on His terms. 
 
2. The Altar of Burnt Offering (Bronze Altar) 
Physical description: A massive, hollow acacia wood box covered in bronze, featuring four 
horns on its corners, where animal sacrifices were continually burned. 
 
Theological symbolism: Represents Substitutionary Atonement. This is the absolute first stop 
inside the gate. It teaches that sinful humanity cannot approach a holy God without the 
shedding of innocent blood to pay the penalty for sin. 
 
3. The Bronze Laver (Basin) 
Physical description: A large bronze basin filled with water, positioned between the Altar and the 
Holy Place, constructed from the mirrors of the women who served at the entrance. 
Theological symbolism: Represents Sanctification and Cleansing. Priests had to wash their 
hands and feet here before entering the tent or serving at the altar, or they would die. It 
symbolizes the ongoing, daily cleansing from the defilement of the world required for active 
fellowship with God. 
 
 
 
Phase 2: The Holy Place (Communion and Ministry) 
Past the second veil stood the Holy Place. This structure was accessible only to ordained 
priests, moving the spiritual journey into a deeper, more intimate realm of illumination and 
service. 
 
4. The Golden Lampstand (Menorah) 
Physical description: A seven-branched lampstand hammered out of a single piece of pure gold, 
fueled by pure olive oil, positioned on the south side. 
 
Theological symbolism: Represents Divine Illumination. The Holy Place had no windows; the 
Lampstand was the only source of light. It symbolizes the Holy Spirit providing spiritual sight and 
guidance, revealing the things of God which are completely hidden to the natural eye. 



5. The Table of Showbread 
Physical description: An acacia wood table overlaid with pure gold, positioned on the north side, 
holding twelve loaves of unleavened bread representing the twelve tribes. 
 
Theological symbolism: Represents Sustenance and Fellowship. Eating bread together in 
ancient Near Eastern culture was a declaration of peace and covenant relationship. It 
symbolizes God's desire to feed, sustain, and intimately commune with His people at His table. 
 
6. The Altar of Incense (Golden Altar) 
Physical description: A small golden altar positioned directly in front of the inner veil, where 
special, holy incense was burned every morning and evening. 
 
Theological symbolism: Represents Intercession and Prayer. The smoke from the incense 
drifted upward, rising over the veil into the Holy of Holies. This symbolizes the constant prayers, 
praise, and intercessions of the faithful ascending straight into the nostrils of God as a sweet 
aroma. 
 
 
 
Phase 3: The Most Holy Place / Holy of Holies (The Divine Presence) 
Behind the thick, final veil stood the ultimate destination of the theological flow—the literal 
throne room of God on earth, entered only once a year by the High Priest on the Day of 
Atonement (Yom Kippur). 
 
7. The Veil 
Physical description: A thick, intricately woven barrier of blue, purple, and scarlet yarns and fine 
twined linen, embroidered with figures of cherubim (guardian angels). 
 
Theological symbolism: Represents Separation and Restriction. It served as a stark, visual 
reminder that the way into the immediate, raw presence of God was barred to fallen humanity 
due to sin. 
 
8. The Ark of the Covenant & The Mercy Seat 
Physical description: A golden chest containing the tablets of the Law, topped by a solid gold lid 
(the Mercy Seat) featuring two facing cherubim with outstretched wings. 
 
Theological symbolism: Represents The Throne of Grace. The Ark contained the Law, which 
condemned humanity's lawbreaking. However, once a year, the High Priest sprinkled sacrificial 
blood directly onto the Mercy Seat above the Law. God's manifest presence (the Shekinah 
glory) rested between the cherubim. This ultimate stop symbolizes that through sacrificial blood, 
God's perfect justice is completely satisfied, allowing His boundless mercy to overwrite the 
condemnation of the Law. 
 
 


