
The Place of Cleansing Between Sacrifice and Presence 
 
Primary Text:​
 
Exodus 30:17–21​
​
Plans for the Washbasin 
17 Then the LORD said to Moses, 18 “Make a bronze washbasin with a bronze stand. Place 
it between the Tabernacle and the altar, and fill it with water. 19 Aaron and his sons will 
wash their hands and feet there. 20 They must wash with water whenever they go into 
the Tabernacle to appear before the LORD and when they approach the altar to burn up 
their special gifts to the LORD—or they will die! 21 They must always wash their hands 
and feet, or they will die. This is a permanent law for Aaron and his descendants, to be 
observed from generation to generation.” 
 
 
Supporting Texts: 
 
Exodus 38:8​
​
Building the Washbasin 
8 Bezalel made the bronze washbasin and its bronze stand from bronze mirrors donated 
by the women who served at the entrance of the Tabernacle. 
 
Ephesians 5:26 
 
26 to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s word. 
 
James 1:22–25 
​
22 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only 
fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at 
your face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. 25 But 
if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and 
don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it. 
 
John 13:1–10 
 
Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet 
13 Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave this 
world and return to his Father. He had loved his disciples during his ministry on earth, 
and now he loved them to the very end.[a] 2 It was time for supper, and the devil had 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2013%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26597a


already prompted Judas,[b] son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the 
Father had given him authority over everything and that he had come from God and 
would return to God. 4 So he got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel 
around his waist, 5 and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ 
feet, drying them with the towel he had around him. 

6 When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?” 

7 Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.” 

8 “No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!” 

Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.” 

9 Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my 
feet!” 

10 Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for 
the feet,[c] to be entirely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not all of you.” 

Hebrews 4:12 
 
12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged 
sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our 
innermost thoughts and desires. 
 
Titus 3:5 
 
5 he saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his 
mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 
 
18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. 
And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed 
into his glorious image. 
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