RIDGEVIEW CHURCH Week of 5/24/2026

Read: Luke 15:11-32

Connect Questions:

1. In the beginning of the parable, the younger son asks for
his inheritance early, essentially telling his father, "l want
your possessions, but not you". In what ways do we commit
this same sin...desiring and pursuing God’s blessings, comfort,
or gifts while trying to live apart from God Himself?

2. What are the distinct marks of true, breakthrough
repentance compared to simple regret or blame-shifting? How
does an "awakened" person view the Father differently than a
rebellious person?

3. In Middle Eastern culture, a dignified patriarch running,
lifting his robe, and lavishly restoring a rebellious son without a
probationary period was absolutely shocking. When you
consider the gifts the Father gave him: the robe, the ring,

the sandals, and the feast —what does this tell us about

how completely God restores us when we come home? Why

is it sometimes hard for us to accept complete forgiveness
and restoration?

4. The older brother was physically working in the father’s field
but was "far from the Father’s heart". He viewed his
relationship with his father as earned merit and focused on
fairness rather than grace. How can actively serving in the
church sometimes mask a self-righteous or resentful spirit?
What are some warning signs that we are running from God
through pride and religion rather than open rebellion?

Memory Verse: Luke 15:22-24 NKJV # “But the father said
to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him,
and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. > And
bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be
merry; **for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.” And they began to be merry.
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RIDGEVIEW CHURCH

Title: Rescued & Rejoicing - Part 2

Scripture: Luke 15:11-32

1. Rebellion of the Son (v. 11-16)
A. Son Rejects the Father...Isaiah 53:6-7
B. Sin Leads to Ruin...Working with pigs

2. Repentance of the Son (v. 17-20a)
A. Came to Himself
B. Confession

Marks of Genuine Repentance:

Recognition of Sin...Humility...Confession...Turning Back to
the Father

1John 1:9-10...Psalm 51:1-4 & 7-12

3. The Compassion of the Father (v. 20b-24)
A. Father Pursues the Son

B. Father Fully Restores the Son: Robe...Ring...Sandals...
Fatted Calf

4. Resentment of the Older Brother (v. 25-30)
A. Self-Righteousness Exposed
B. Refused to Join the Celebration

5. Appeal of the Father (v. 31-32)
A. Father Speaks Tenderly

B. Heaven Rejoices Over Repentance
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