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MARK 12: 28-34

“WHAT DOES THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT HAVE TO DO WITH US?”

28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one

another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which

commandment is the most important of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The most

important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with

all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love

your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than

these.” 32 And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly

said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. 33 And to love him with

all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to

love one's neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings

and sacrifices.” 34 And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to
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him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared

to ask him any more questions.

Intro to Passage
According to the Torah, the Law of God, there were 613 commandments. 365

of these are in negative form (“don’t do this”) while 248 are positive (“do this”).

Because the Law was so complex, it wasn’t uncommon for Scribes to look for

ways to summarize the laws and to identify the most important ones. What

ties the whole law together? What is the main thing? Jesus sums up the

whole law simply: love God and others.

Context
● Read Exodus 20:3, the first commandment.

● Read Deuteronomy 6:1-9. Note how Moses follows the Ten
Commandments that he had just given to Israel in Deuteronomy 5.

● Read Matthew 5:17-20. Note how Jesus instructs us to observe the law.

Digging Deeper: Study Questions
● The first commandment (Exodus 20:3) forbids us to have any gods

before the true God. Although it is expressed as a negative command
(“don’t do this”), how does this imply that we are to do the opposite (“do
this instead”)?

● As the first and greatest commandment, how does loving the Lord your
God with everything necessarily lead to the second commandment, to
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love your neighbor as yourself? In short, how does loving God lead to
loving others?

● Do these first two commandments take the place of the original Ten
Commandments? Or do they summarize them? (See Exod. 20:3-17)

● How do you think the Old Testament law applies to the believer today?
(See Jer. 31:33; Matt. 5:17-20)

Application Questions
● Is it possible to love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength on

your own? How does being in union with Jesus enable you to fulfill this

command?

● The Christian life is about being transformed into holiness. How can you

grow in the holiness of your heart (i.e. your will)?

● We are to love God with an exclusive love (over any other idols), what

does that look like in your daily life right now? Where are you falling

short?

● How can you grow in the holiness of  your soul (i.e. your passions)?

● How can you grow in the holiness of your strength (i.e. your ‘muchness’,

or everything)?

● Do you feel as if you are fulfilling these commands? What do you need

to do to actively love God more and/or your neighbor more?

Prayer
1. Pray for RHCC’s congregants, elders, and staff  to best love their fellow

man (neighbor) well during this time of transition.

2. Pray for those struggling with idolizing other gods, people, or activities.
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3. Pray for you and your family as you want to be growing in holiness and

exclusive love for the Lord.

4. Pray for the Burgoyne family  to be filled with strength and love for the

Lord during this time.
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