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June 28, 2026

DAY 1: THE JOY THAT SUSTAINS
READING: JAMES 1:1-4

James invites us to "count it all joy" when trials come—not because pain is pleasant, but
because God is at work. Like a tree strengthened by wind, our faith deepens when tested.
The word "count" is a verb of thought, not emotion. This means joy is a settled decision, not
a fleeting feeling. When facing pressure to conform or personal hardship, we can choose to
see these moments as refining tools in God's hands. The trial isn't meant to destroy you but
to develop steadfastness within you.

Today, identify one current challenge and ask God to help you see it through the lens of joy,
knowing He is producing endurance and maturity in your life.

DAY 2: COMPLETE AND LACKING NOTHING
READING: JAMES 1:5-8; HEBREWS 12:1-2

Steadfastness has a goal: that we "may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing." This
isn't about sinless perfection but spiritual maturity and wholeness. Jesus modeled this
perfectly. Facing the cross, He endured because of "the joy set before Him"—the joy of
redeeming you and me. When we face our trials with this same forward-looking joy, we
move through suffering toward growth. We don't pitch our tent in the trial; we journey
through it.

Ask God for wisdom today. He gives generously. Curl your toes like a tree gripping soil in the
wind. Let steadfastness have its full effect, knowing God is rounding off your faith and
bringing you to maturity.

DAY 3: THE STEADFAST LOVE THAT NEVER CEASES
READING: LAMENTATIONS 3:19-26

"But this | call to mind, and therefore | have hope." In the midst of lament, the writer
remembers God's steadfast love that never ceases and mercies new every morning. This is
the foundation of our staying power. When culture pressures us to compromise, when
persecution comes, when internal temptation strikes—we call to mind God's faithful
character. His love doesn't waver based on our circumstances. His mercies are fresh today,
regardless of yesterday's failures. Steadfast faith isn't manufactured through willpower
alone; it flows from remembering who God is.

Today, pause three times to recall God's steadfast love. Let this truth anchor you when
waves of doubt or difficulty threaten to toss you about like the sea.
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DAY 4: FAITH REVEALED IN ACTION
READING: JAMES 2:14-26

James doesn't hold back: "faith without works is dead." Steadfast faith isn't just intellectual
agreement or emotional experience; it's revealed in our actions. Anyone can sing worship
songs or attend gatherings, but true faith shows itself when the teenager pushes you to the
brink, when the diagnosis comes, when the job ends. This isn't about earning salvation—it's
about faith proving itself genuine through obedience. Even demons believe and shudder,
but they don't trust and follow.

Today, examine your life honestly. Where is your faith merely theoretical? What right thing
do you know to do but haven't done? Steadfast faith aligns belief with behavior,
transforming how we live daily.

DAY 5: THE CROWN OF LIFE AWAITS
READING: JAMES 1:5-8; HEBREWS 12:1-2

"Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will
receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him." Endurance has a
destination. Perseverance has a prize. The scattered believers James wrote to faced real
persecution for following Jesus. Some of us face physical danger; others face cultural
pressure to conform. Either way, remaining faithful through testing proves our love for
Christ. The crown of life isn't earned by our endurance—it's promised to those who love
Him. And love for God is demonstrated by steadfast faithfulness.

Today, whatever trial you face, remember: this is not the end of your story. Keep your eyes
on the joy set before you. Stand the test. The crown awaits.




