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WORLDWIDE COMMUNION AND
HERITAGE SUNDAY CELEBRATION
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026
10:45AM

WWW.BETHANYPRESBY.ORG/SERMONS

To trust in Jesus

To love like Jesus

To grow in Jesus

To bring others to Jesus




WORSHIP THE LORD

WE GATHER

PRELUDE "Santo, Santo, Santo"

Flute: Abigail Tuffiash; Percussion: Nicholas Reidmiller
tr. Spanish melody; harm. AnnaMae Meyer Bush; cpr 1987 CRC Publications

WELCOME Pastor Brian Janssen

CALL TO WORSHIP (Please Stand) Pastor Justin Miller
Please stand if you are able and join in the call to worship.

There are days we walk this road with our heads down, sure the story has ended badly.
Open our eyes, Lord, to see who walks beside us even now.

We did not find him first; he came looking for us, and the price of our rescue was not
silver or safety, but everything he had.

We were bought back at a cost we could never have paid ourselves.

Though our eyes are slow and our hope grows thin, he keeps drawing near and opening
what was closed.

Our hearts burn within us; make yourself known to us again.

We were born into empty ways handed down to us, but he has given us a new birth that
will not fade.

We come with living hope, to worship the God who raises the dead.

Let his word be broken open among us, as bread is broken at the table.

We are here. Open the Scriptures. Open our eyes. We worship you, risen Lord.

OPENING PRAYER (Please Stand) Pastor Justin Miller
HYMN (Please Stand) “God of the Ages, History’s Maker ” No.78
1 God of the ages, history’s Maker, planning our pathway, holding us fast,

shaping in mercy all that concerns us: Father, we praise you, Lord of the past.
2 God of the morning, gladly your children worship before you, trustingly bow:
teach us to know you always among us, quietly sovereign-Lord of our now.
3 God of tomorrow, strong over-comer, princes of darkness own your command:

what then can harm us? We are your people, now and forever kept by your hand.

4. Lord of past ages, Lord of this morning, Lord of the future, help us, we pray:
teach us to trust you, love and obey you, crown you each moment, Lord of today.
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CALL TO CONFESSION (Please Be Seated) Pastor Justin Miller

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Pastor Justin Miller

Merciful God, we confess that we have walked through our days with hearts too
slow to believe and eyes too clouded to recognize you near us. We have carried
our grief and our fear alone, rehearsing what has gone wrong instead of turning
to ask what you are doing. We have slipped back into old, empty ways — patterns
we inherited and never questioned — as though we had not been bought back at
so great a cost. We have called ourselves your own and then failed to love one
another deeply, from a clean heart, the way you have loved us. Forgive our
unbelief. Open what we have kept shut. Give us again the hope that does not
fade, and the love that does not grow cold. In the name of Jesus Christ, who was
handed over for us and raised for our sake, we pray. Amen. Silent Confession

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Pastor Justin Miller

Hear this and take it to heart: the price of your ransom has already been paid, and it
was paid in full — not with anything that rusts or fades, but with a life poured out on your
behalf. The One who was handed over for you was also raised for you, so that your faith
and your hope now rest in God alone. If you have confessed with a believing heart, you
are forgiven. The empty ways behind you no longer define you; you have been born
again into something that will never wear out. Friends, believe this good news: in Jesus
Christ, you are forgiven, and you are free.

Praise God! Amen.

RESPONSE (Please Stand) “Gloria Patri”
Public Domain | Bethany CCLI License 1761225 | Bethany Livestream License 20229965

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE Pastor Justin Miller

Since God has forgiven us in Christ. Let us be at peace with one another. The peace of
the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all...and also with you.

The kids can come forward for the Children’s Sermon as you all take a moment to share
the peace of Christ with those around you.

WE LISTEN
CHILDREN’S SERMON Debby Hayes

2



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Pastor Justin Miller

FIRST READING 1 Peter 1: 17-23 Pastor Justin Miller

If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work,
live in fear during the time of your exile You know that you were ransomed from the
futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or

gold but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or

blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at the
end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised
him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God. Now that
you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truthl so that you have genuine
mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart You have been born anew, not
of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.

SECOND READING Luke 24:13-35 Pastor Brian Janssen

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went
with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What
are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking

sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in
these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,
and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when
they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a
vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” Then he
said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these
things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near
the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is
now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them,
he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened,
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and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he
was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They
were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they
told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the
breaking of the bread.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Six Kitchen Tables: VI. Pastor Brian Janssen
Picking Up the Pieces

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

HERITAGE SUNDAY CELEBRATION
WE RESPOND
THE PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

THE OFFERTORY "Song of Joy, Song of Praise"

Bethany Choir; Flute: Abigail Tuffiash; Percussion: Nicholas Reidmller
Tradional Spanish Carol; arr. James Brighton



THE RESPONSE (Please Stand) "Doxology"

Bethany CCLI License 1761225 | Bethany Livestream License 20229965
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; Amen.

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Please Stand)

PASTORAL PRAYER

COMMUNION

THE INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader: Holy God, we praise You. Let the heavens be joyful, and the earth be glad. We
bless You for creating the whole world, for Your promises to Your people Israel,
and for Jesus Christ in whom Your fulness dwells. Born of Mary, He shares our
life.

People: Eating with sinners, He welcomes us.

Leader: Guiding His children, He leads us.

People: Visiting the sick, He heals us.

Leader: Dying on the cross, He saves us.

People: Risen from the dead, He gives new life.

Leader: Therefore, we praise You, joining our voices with choirs of angels, and with all
the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of Your name.

SANCTUS Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Our father who art in
heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.



THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS - People may now come forward.

Communion servers will serve from the front of the church and each row will be invited
to come forward to receive the bread and cup. For those who are unable to come
forward, communion will be still be offered to you at your seat after the standing
participants are done.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

WE ARE SENT
HYMN (Please Stand) “0O God Our Help in Ages Past” No. 84
1 Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,

our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.

2 Under the shadow of your throne Your saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure.

3 Before the hills in order stood or earth received her frame,
from everlasting you are God, to endless years the same.

4 A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone,
short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Siyahamba"; Zulu Melody

Flute: Abigail Tuffiash; Percussion: Nicholas Reidmiller
cpr 1994 Hope Publishing

*Please see Page 14 of the Bulletin for background information on the World
Culture Music you heard today.

6



Carole Aspinall
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Evelyn Barbish
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Willa Maggs |
Phyllis Matthews ~Janice Teller
Robert Matusic Carol Visser
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Sandra Miklavic
Claudia Ziegler




50 YEARS
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Thomas Aspinall
Esther Biearman

Kathy Brown
Patricia Browner

Raymond Browner
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Wanda Chilleo
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Sharon Matusic
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Ronald Miller
Alice Montagna
Barbara Rahr
Randall Rastetter
Mary Jane Schafer
Lisa Schultz
Cheryl Smith
Richard Tessmer
Veva Tessmer
Ruth Underwood
Carol Willhite
Thomas Willhite
Eda Woodward
Claudia Ziegler




WELCOME TO BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are delighted to have you in worship with us this morning!

FOR OUR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN - A Nursery Room is across the hall
from the pulpit side of the Sanctuary. It is equipped with a speaker system from the
sanctuary so any parent(s) who wishes to stay with their child(ren) in the nursery can
hear the worship service. A Cry Room is at the rear of the Sanctuary — entry is through
a door in the Narthex near the usher’s table. We encourage you to use these rooms as
needed. Worship Bags are available for children to use during the worship service.
The bags can be found at the Usher's Desk. Sound amplification devices are
available to those who might need or want to use them. Our ushers are available to help
with any needs that you have during worship.

NEWS FORTHE BODY OF CHRIST
Today’s ushers are Carole and Tom Aspinall, Dolly McCrea and Heather Lucas

The flowers this morning are presented to the Glory of God in honor of our
Octogenarians and 50+ Year Members.

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Steve Snyder and Becky Quinn and
their families on the passing of Steve's beloved father, William "Bill" Snyder who joined
the Church Triumphant on September 27, 2026

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Nadina Robusto and family on the
passing of Nadina's beloved father, Mario Joseph Bembic, who joined the Church
Triumphant on September 27, 2026

A warm welcome and special thanks to our guest musicians today!

Nicholas Reidmiller, Percussionist- a recent graduate of WLU, whom instructs and
writes for various marching band programs in the Mid Ohio Valley. He spends his free
time performing and writing music, from chamber repertoire to the DIY underground
scene.

Mrs. Abigail Tuffiash, Flutist- is a professional freelance musician who currently
resides in the North Hills of Pittsburgh. In addition to various small ensemble and solo
performances as a flutist, she has maintained a flourishing private teaching studio for
the past 24 years. Abigail has shared sacred works in many churches, as flutist, cantor,
and vocalist. She serves as a cantor for special services, Masses, and also participates
as a member of the Regina Coeli Parish schola.

Starting tomorrow October 5™, Pastor Brian will return to his schedule of Monday as his
Sabbath Day and working Tuesday-Friday. Pastor Justin will be working Monday-
Thursday with Friday as his Sabbath Day. This ensures that there is a pastor available
at Bethany every day of the week, while also ensuring each pastor has a Sabbath Day
for rest, joy, delight and God’s abundance is embraced.
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PROGRAM AND EVENT NEWS

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES DURING THE 10:45 SERVICE
Please note that we have the following Opportunities for children during the 10:45
Service:
Worship and Wonder for Children ages 3 to 2"¢ grade where children learn
more about worshipping God. They are starting the year with the story of
the Good Shepherd and then continuing stories of Creation and the Old
Testament.
Faith and Friends for children in 3" through 5" grade where children will
explore lessons from the Bible in Life Curriculum through interactive learning,
meaningful discussion and hands-on-activities. The Scripture lesson is the
same as Sunday School; however the lesson content and activities are
different.

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION - Preschool registration for the 2026/2027 school year
is still open on our website! Contact Danielle Gioia at Gioia.preschool@gmail.com with
any questions! We are so excited for the coming year!

FLOWERS — December 6™ is still open if you would like to have flowers for the altar.
Please contact the Church Office to reserve a date.

UPWARD SPORTS - Registration for the 2027 season opened October 15ton the
Bethany Website at bethanypresby.org. Click the Upward Sports Page button at the
bottom of the Website Home Page for all information.

ANGELS’ PLACE COLLECTION- The Mission Team is collecting “Wish List” items for
our Mission Partner, Angles’ Place during the Month of October. Angels’ Place is a
family cooperative community and home away from home with childcare and early
childhood education for low income single parents. Their goal is to provide a clean,
safe, fun and comfortable environment where families are free to play, grow and learn.
The “Wish List” includes the following: Paper Towels, Paper Plates, Small Dixie Cups,
13 Gallon Kitchen Trash Bags, Hand Soap and Non-Perishable snacks for Children. A
collection box will be located outside of the Nursery.

ADDITIONAL CHOIR REHEARSAL- Thought about trying out the choir, but can’t make
an evening rehearsal? Please join us at 10:00AM on Tuesdays for our newest addition!
We will meet in the Choir Room to work on warm-ups with our Music Associate, Caleb
Auldridge, and then “lock in” on the weekly anthem with Music Director, Nadina
Robusto. Hope to see you there!

NOTES IN THE MARGIN BIBLE STUDY- Join us in the Bethany Parking Lot for Notes
in the Margin, a welcoming, discussion-based Bible study where we explore Scripture,
ask questions, and grow in faith together. The meetings are Bi-weekly on Tuesdays,
from 6:30PM to 7:30PM and the next meeting is this Tuesday, October 6th. Bring
your Bible, your questions, and an open heart. No expertise required!
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CANTATA CALL!- we are very excited to share our Cantata on December 13, 2026.
Everything is coming together with the guest musicians and all of the music is here- it is
time to prepare! (Brand new Cantata to us this year, featuring excerpts from Vivaldi's
“Gloria” and Tschaikovsky’s “Nutcracker Suite”!). Cantata Choir practice will start this
Wednesday on October 7, 2026 from 6:45pm — 7:30pm, and each Wednesday
following (exception the week of Thanksgiving). Any instrumentalists that would like to

share their gifts are welcome! See Nadina or email music@bethanypresby.org.

MORNING MOMco. - The Thursday morning MOMco. group will meet the second and
fourth Thursday of each month at 9:15am. Their next Meeting is this Thursday,
October 8" and childcare is provided. This year they are sharing all things
MOMco, so the burden to lead is not solely on one person. Please call Bonnie at
412-863-2100 and/or just show up and meet the group as we would love to have you.

EVENING MOMco- The evening MOMco. Group is going pumpkins! Our next meeting
is this Thursday, October 8" from 7:00pm to 8:30pm the Youth Lounge, and we will
be making this adorable and easy pumpkin craft, enjoying pumpkin desserts and
learning how to adjust to the many seasons of change that moms experience. All moms
are welcome, even if you have never come to a MOMco. meeting. It is a great
opportunity to refresh, rejuvenate and have good company.

BLOOM AND CAFE BETHANY- our Next Bloom and Café Bethany event will be this
Thursday, October 8th at 6:00pm! There will be a catered dinner followed by a
Modern Service for families at 7:00pm. This will be Pastor Justin’s first Bloom
Modern Worship Service and he will be providing the message, we would love to see
you there welcoming and supporting him. Please sign up on the signup sheet in the

Welcome Center.
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JOIN US FOR A DINNER AT G:00PM
FOLLOWED BY A MODERN WORSHIP
SERVICE AT 7:00PM FOR FAMILIES!
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CONGREGATION MEMBER/FAMILY PROFILE- We are asking all Members/Families
to complete a Congregation Member Profile in order to create a Binder for Pastor Justin
to get to know each of us better. The Forms are located on the table on the right side of
the Welcome Center and completed forms are requested by October 25th. See
Denise Leigh if you need help with a picture.

THE CHOSEN SEASON SIX, EPISODE 1 VIEWING PARTY- We have early access to
the first episode of season 6 of the Chosen! The Membership Team is hosting a catered
dinner and viewing party in the Welcome Center on Sunday, October 25%". Dinner will
at approximately 6:00pm with the viewing beginning at 7:00pm. There is a Sign-Up
Sheet on the table on the right side of the Welcome Center if you plan to attend as we
will need a number for the caterer.

SAVE THE DATE- It may seem early, however the Discipleship Team will again be
hosting the annual Friendsgiving Event on Sunday, November 8™ and wanted to
make sure you got it on your calendar. Additional information will follow.
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PITTSBURGH CONCERT SOCIETY WINNERS CONCERT — October 11

Earlier this year, pianist Xuelai Wu, who has shared her talents in our worship services,
and saxophonist Daniel Muller were named winners of the Pittsburgh Concert Society
Major Artist Auditions as a chamber music duo. They will perform in the Winners
Concert on Sunday, October 11, at 2:00 p.m. at Kresge Theatre, Carnegie Mellon
University. If you're looking for something different to do next Sunday afternoon, come
hear them perform! Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for seniors, and students are Free. If
you follow their social media page, you can receive up to two free tickets. Hope to see
you there!
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CHURCH FINANCES AS OF SEPTEMBER 27, 2026

Thank you for your continued support.

2026 YTD ($) | 2025 YTD (3) || +/- ($)

Contributions* $ 414991 |$ 392,171 $ 22,820

General Fund Subsidies (Transfers) 284,855 277,151 7,704

Investment Income ** 10,888 12,422 (1,534)

Total General Fund Income $ 710,735|$% 681,744 | $ 28,991

Year to Date Budget 688,917

+/- Budget $ 21,818
*For purposes of this report, any prepaid pledges have been spread over 52 weeks. QR Code
** |nvestment income is updated monthly upon receipt of investment statements. for online
A friendly reminder from the Stewardship team, please write the amount of your giving giving

on the outside of the envelope when turning in your offering.
This helps make the job of those counting much easier.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms”. 1 Peter 4:10 calls us to action to share
with others our God given talents and blessings. Let us receive His grace and strength
so that we may glorify Him and serve generously.

October Special Offering- Men’s and Women’s Ministries

The special offering envelop for October supports the Men’s and Women’s Ministries of
Bethany.

Online giver? Not receiving envelopes? You can still donate to this special offering

either in the online giving portal or noting that your donation is for Men’s and Women’s
Ministries on your check or a pew envelope.

Thank you for your contribution to Men’s and Women’s Ministries at Bethany.
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BACKGROUND ON WORLD CULTURAL MUSIC YOU HEARD TODAY

The PRELUDE, “Santo, Santo, Santo” today shares multicultural origins. According to
Hymnary.org, this Spanish setting of the Sanctus was submitted by the Hispanic task
force who select music from Hispanic sources for the 1987 Psalter Hymnal. The song,
typical of the many folk choruses known by evangelical Christians throughout Latin
America, is often paired with “No Hay Dios” in the Hispanic community, where the
tradition is to sing several choruses in together in medley fashion.

“Come Let Us Eat’, the 8:15 Offertory, is a Liberian Loma communion hymn composed
in the 1960’s by Billema Kwilla, a Loma-speaking literacy teacher and evangelist in
Liberia. The tune was shaped in the Loma oral Call-and-response tradition, where a
leader invites the congregation to join in, and the people respond. This structure reflects
the communal nature of the Lord’s Supper in Loma Christian worship

“The Bread of Life for All Is Broken”, by Yin-Lan Su, cpr. 1989 by the United
Methodist Publishing House, was shared during the Distribution of Communion. ltis a
Chinese hymn that is in Hymns of Universal Praise as one of the fifty indigenous hymns
in this hymnal from 1936 that was used by many denominations. It is written by Timothy
Tingfang Lew who was born in Wenchau, Chekiang, China and was a third generation
Christian. He was also a well-known educator as well as an author, editor and
ecumenist. He helped to organize the National Christian Council of China in 1922 and
was also the Chinese delegate to three assemblies of the World Council of Churches.
His most important contribution was his service as the chairman of the commission and
text editor of Hymns of Universal Praise (1936) under the musical editorship of Chinese
Methodist missionary Bliss Mitchell Wiant. Hymns of Universal Praise has been
considered a monumental achievement in Chinese History as six denominations joined
together for the publications. The lyrics to “The Bread of Life for All is Broken”
profoundly expressed the suffering of Jesus. Bliss Wiant reported that during World War
II, Chinese Christians who were inmates of Japanese prison camps were not able to
celebrate Holy Communion but would instead sing in a call-and-response manner to
remember the suffering, death, and promised presence of Jesus Christ. Although the
hymn emphasizes suffering, it is a very important expression of faith during difficult
times.




WEEK AHEAD

Sunday, October 4
Worldwide Communion and Heritage Sunday
8:15AM — Worship
Heritage Reception After Each Service
9:30AM- Sunday School
10:45AM Worship
12:00PM — 4:00PM — Rotary Chili cook-off at Fairview Park

Monday, October 5
4:30PM — Body Carpenter Workout
6:30PM — Men’s Huddle Group

Tuesday, October 6
10:00AM Additional Choir Rehearsal
6:30PM — Notes in the Margin Bible Study
7:00PM — ALANON

Wednesday, October 7
10:00Am Fellowship of Prayer
11:30AM — Knitters
6:45PM — Cantata Rehearsal and Choir Practice

Thursday, October 8
9:00AM- MOMco.AM
9:00AM- Quiilters
12:00PM — Rotary
6:00PM Café Bethany Dinner
7:00PM — Bloom Modern Worship
7:00PM — MOMco. Evening
7:00PM - Dartball
7:30PM — AA

Friday, October 9

Saturday, October 10
11:00AM- Knitters

Sunday, October 11
8:15AM — Worship
9:30AM — Sunday School
10:45AM Worship and Baptism
Adult and Youth Ukulele Practice after 10:45AM Service
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