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Tis The Season…To Wait?

Walking through a store two weeks ago I found myself humming and whistling along to
Jingle Bells. Oblivious to my surroundings, I did not notice a person folding clothes near
me and she remarked, ”Someone’s in the Christmas Spirit!” I replied jokingly, “well I don’t
really have a choice. I meant that in a couple of ways. First, given what I have been
called to do it is only natural for me to enjoy the season we are in. Second, we have all
experienced over the years a speeding up, so to speak, of the holiday season. Sure, this
may be due to the desire of companies to sell more items sooner, but I think there may
be a deeper reason.

As a culture, we tend to feel better when there is something to celebrate, or something
to look forward to. Locally, we experience this when our sports teams do well. Nationally
we experience this during moments in the year when we have a shared experience.
Christmas in our culture is one of those shared experiences. People of many religions
and faiths put up Christmas trees, lots of people buy gifts around this time of year. Few
would suggest that we engage in the shared experience of waiting.

But that is what we do as a church. It is perhaps, the most difficult thing we do. We reset
our clocks back to the beginning, back to the Old Testament, back to a time when the
world groaned with longing, and waited. The question for us to answer is: Can we be ok
with waiting? Waiting time is not passive time, it is a time of preparation, but
preparation without busyness, preparation without worry. It is waiting without fear.
According to preacher Walter Brueggemann, “The whole tenor of Advent is that God
may act in us, through us, beyond us, more than we imagined, because newness is on its
way among us.”

Do not be afraid to wait, it is in our waiting that God will be busy showing up and
showing us what is possible.

Blessings,
Pastor Brian Janssen
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CONDOLENCES

about our members....

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to: 

12/01 DEVIN UNDERWOOD
12/02 LANDON SMITH
12/02 JOYCE BARTOLOMEO
12/02 NOLAN VENESKI
12/03 KAREN LUCAS
12/04 NAUDIA LUTZ
12/04 LOUELLA CAMPBELL
12/05 KRISTEN CARLBERG
12/05 SHERI DARPINO
12/05 MASON GASTGEB
12/06 KAREN HARKINS
12/06 THELMA CIMAROLLI
12/06 DONNA CARMAN
12/06 TERA BRICKNER
12/08 DAWN SALERNO
12/08 MICHAEL VENNUM
12/09 BARBARA RAHR
12/09 LYNNE CAWLEY
12/09 ELIZABETH LACHER

12/10 HALIE PATTISON
12/10 KELLI PATTISON
12/13 LAURIE BUTT
12/14 KARL SALVINI
12/14 MEAGAN SMITH
12/15 KARALEE NELSON
12/15 DOUGLAS BOVARD
12/17 BECKIE HARBISON
12/17 RONIN COLVIN
12/17 BRIDGET SCHNEIDER
12/19 THOMAS NASS
12/19 AVA FAULKNER
12/20 CHRIS SNATCHKO
12/20 MARION GRAFE
12/20 KELLY WILHELM
12/21 NIKOLAS KRIEG
12/21 MICHAEL TALERICO

12/23 JAMES MYERS
12/23 ROBERT LOEBIG
12/25 DANIEL HARTZ
12/26 MAGGIE REGAN
12/26 ABBY SYSAK
12/26 KRISTA TRIMMER
12/27 PAMELA PETROW
12/27 JACK O'BRIEN
12/27 CINDY KAIN
12/29 WILLIAM PITZER
12/30 BONNIE MILLER
12/30 THOMAS WILLHITE
12/30 LORI CALGARO
12/30 CHERYL SMITH
12/30 TYLER NICHOLSON
12/30 LYNNE SUCHOZA
12/30 GARY CASCIOLA
12/31 CHARLES EDWARDS
12/31 KRIS SABIN

To Patty, Jeff and Zander Nowak and family on the passing of Patty's Mom, Dianne Schneider on 11/1/22. 

God, we know that Christmas is, 
The celebration of Your Son.  

And we are truly grateful
For without Him, joy is none. 

But we have built fond memories 
And formed family traditions. 

So now sometimes, we will find
We're sad during this season. 

We're grateful for the birth of Christ
And the meaning of His name.  

But when our lives have empty spots
Celebrations aren't the same. 

Sometimes our loved ones move. 
Sometimes they pass away. 

That leaves us sad and wanting, 
With a sad unwanted change.

We may not get what we want
But please give us what we need. 

We need Your patience while we are sad
Your understnading while we weep. 

We need Your great forgiveness, 
Your love to hold us near. 

We need the strength of Your grace
To get us through this year. 

Thank You for Your goodness, 
The peace You Bring to life.

For even when we're saddened, 
We have hope because of Christ. 

-Lucinda Berry Hill, 
Author of "Coffee with Jesus"
& "A Second Cup with Jesus"

A 
Blue Christmas Prayer
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As we invited these students to participate, we reminded them that Confirmation is not just a class or a "rite of
passage," nor is it a requirement, a resume builder, or a thing to check off to show they are a "good Christain."
Confirmation is a time for these 8th graders to claim their faith as their own. Through discussion, sharing,
asking questions and serving others, our prayer is that this program will prepare each of them to express their
personal beliefs and become a member of Bethany Church by confirming they believe in and want to continue
following Jesus Christ. So, please pray for them and our whole Confirmation team as we look forward to
Sunday, April 30th, which will be a great Confirmation Sunday here at Bethany.
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Confirmation in 2023: Let's Go on a Journey Together
 

The Discipleship Team is looking forward to launching a 
"re-worked" Confirmation program on January 8th. We covet your prayers for the

parents, the mentors and pastors--but we especially ask you to pray for the students
as this is a really important time in their journey of faith. 

 

The classes will be held on Sundays after the second service from January through April, which is a different
model for Bethany. Over lunch, the students and mentors will go through the Confirmation curriculum taught by
Pastor Brian and by me as needed. In addition, the students will be completing a group service project, which
will be coordinated by Lynne Suchoza. They will also have a few assignments to help them learn more about
what it means to be a member of the church...not just of our church, but of the Church with a capital C!

As we begin this program, I invite you to remember your baptism. For some of us, our Christian faith was
declared through our parent(s) and the promises of a congregation. For others, baptism came later in life, even
after going through a confirmation class. Either way, hearing about a small group of teens who will confirm
their belief in Jesus can also inspire you to consider where you are on your own journey of faith. 

Prayers abound, 
Pastor Ellen

Note: If you would like to get a few friends together to provide lunch on a Sunday next year for this group,
please contact Pastor Ellen. We'd love to have your participation in this small but important way!



Back by popular demand - Bethany is hosting it's 2nd Kids Night Out at 
Santa’s Workshop!!!  Please join us on Saturday, December 3rd from 
5:00 - 8:00 PM.  Children ages 4+ thru 10 are invited to be dropped 
off at Bethany to enjoy some Christmas shopping (they will need 
their own money to purchase gifts), eat some pizza for dinner, and 
watch an age-appropriate Christmas movie with popcorn and 
concessions!  To Register your children please use this link:
https://bethanypresby.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1508194

Please consider helping out - we are  looking for volunteers to help 
with this event! Volunteer hours can be earned for youth helpers.   
Reach out to Kelly Gilmore or contact the church office if you’re able to help! 

December 15, 2022
Golden Oldies 

December 3, 2022
Kid's Night Out: Santa's Workshop
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Upcoming Events

Looking to kick off the season?  We welcome you to join in our
Christmas Festivities!  During this memorable luncheon the BLE
Ensemble will be playing "Christmas Music" for all to enjoy!  A
holiday style meal will be prepared for all to dine on.  

Woman's Ministry annual Christmas Gathering will be held on
Saturday, December 10th from 2 - 4:00 PM in Fellowship Hall.  This
event will feature a Cookie Exchange and a Favorite Things
Exchange.   There will be a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center for
the type of cookie you will be bringing.  Once we know how many
people will be participating, we'll be in touch with how many cookies
to bring.  
Not sure what a Favorite Things Exchange is?  It's LOADS of FUN! 
 Bring 5 of the same items that are your favorite, priced $5.00 or
below.  Throughout the exchange you'll be able to 'steal' previously
exchanged items, learn about the ladies of our church and their
special seasonal traditions.  

December 10, 2022
Woman's Ministry - Christmas Gathering 
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Poinsettia Sales 
Be apart of the beauty of the season at Bethany.  Poinsettia's are on sale for our

Christmas Eve and Day Services.   Each poinsettia is $6.50.  Sales will continue through
Sunday, December 11th.  Don't forget to order yours.

*Please note* 
Due to Christmas Day being a Sunday,

poinsettias will be available for pick up after Christmas Day Service.

January 19, 2022
Golden Oldies 

January 16, 2022
Martin Luther King Jr: 
National Day of Service

At 6:30 PM Bethany will be hosting a celebration of the Martin Luther King Jr.: National Day of Serice
in collaboration with The One Music Gest, INC. a local non-profit organization whose mission is to
"Bring people together using the universal power of faith-based music throughout the South Hill."  In
keeping with the tradition of emphasizing local talent, the headliner is internationally famous, world-
class baritone, Anthony Brown, from South Fayette.  We welcome all to join us. 

January 21, 2022
Upwards Season Begins

Looking to add some good into your life this New Year? Bethany's Upward's program is 
looking for Referees and Prayer Partners to help throughout the season.  If you are a fan of

basketball and are interested, please call the church office to sign up.   

Have you made a New Year's Resolutions look into a getting a hearing aid?  If yes,
you'll wanted to be present for this Golden Oldies!  Todd Saxton, from Hearing
Unlimited, will be presenting all that his products have to offer. 



Divine Virtues - Honor
Scriptures: Phil. 4:8; I Tim. 2:2; 3:8, 11; Titus 2:2, 7; I Tim. 3:4; Titus 2:7; I Sam. 9:6; Prov. 11:16; 29:23; 15:33,

18:12, 13:18 and 27:18; Rom. 12:10 and 13:7; I Thess. 5:12-13; Heb. 13:7, 17; and I Peter 2:17.
 

As I write this article, it is the political season and a virtue, like honor, seems nonexistent.  Nevertheless, one
of the chief virtues of Western civilization and the Christian church has been honor. In Phil. 4:8 Paul teaches
that we are to ponder whatever is honorable.  This verse directs us upward to truth, beauty and purity.  One
of the first words we encounter reading verse 8 is noble, a Greek word meaning “worthy of respect” or
“honorable”. Noble signifies one whose character is dignified, and who deserves reverence (I Tim. 2:2; 3:8;
Titus 2:2). 
In the OT, the primary word translated as “honor” is to be “heavy, weighty, or honored”.   I Samuel 9:6 we
see Samuel described as a “man of God” and an “honorable man” worthy of respect. What characteristics
do we find in an honorable person? One who is gracious, kind and thoughtful. An honorable person is also
humble.  Please read Prov. 11:16; 29:23; 15:33 and 18:12. The NT relates honor to humility as well in Rom. 12:10
and I Peter 2:17. Furthermore, honorable people are able to take correction (Prov. 13:18); keep their word
(Prov. 12:19); and faithfully do their duty (Prov. 27:18). 
An honorable person honors others. The fifth commandment directs us not only to honor our parents but
those who for various reasons exceed us. Westminster Larger Catechism 127 teaches that inferiors owe
superiors all due reverence in heart, word, and behavior; prayer and thanksgiving for them; imitation of their
virtues and graces; willing obedience to their lawful commands and counsel; due submission to their
corrections. We are to honor those in authority over us because of their office (Rom. 13:7; I Thess. 5:12-13;
Heb. 13:7, 17). We are to honor fellow believers (1 Peter 2:17) and love one another with a brotherly
affection. We should outdo one another in showing honor (Rom. 12:10). In particular, we should honor those
who are dignified, pious and garner respect deservedly (Titus 2:2, 7).
How can we show honor to leaders in our church? In our family? Toward government leaders? Take a
moment and consider where you could properly honor others and render obedience.  
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by Doug Bovard

 Mission News
MISSION TEAM SARRIS CANDY SALES FOR DECEMBER
This month's Sarris Candy sales will be benefiting the LaCroix Mission in Haiti.  
LaCriox was born as a vision in the heart of Pastor Vaugelas Pierre, a Haiti native who had left the
impoverished island, but God called him to return to minister to the poorest of the poor there. He returned,
in 1975, and began this ministry by educating children. Today, LaCroix Mission school has over 3500 students,
seven churches have been planted, children have been sponsored, lives have been changed, and much
more has been done.
Pastor John Nuzum has partnered with Pastor Pierre for many years, and helped him connect with American
churches to support what God is doing there. 
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 Annual Congregational Meeting
The Annual Congregational Meeting of Bethany Presbyterian Chruch was held on
Sunday, November 20th, 2022.  The following Elders, Deacons and Auditors were

elected and the approval for Rev. Dr. Brian Janssen Annual Terms of Call were passed.

Elders - Class of 2025
Kara Julius
Connie Segeleon
Alec Heiskell
Heather Lucas
Devin Underwood
Gary Phillips
Jeremy Hall

Deacons - Class of 2025
Alice Eiszler
Nikki O'Brien
Jaymi Neely
Dick Pyle
Sarah Paviol
Karen Lucas

Auditors - Class of 2025
Eric Gregory
Doug Bovard

Elders - Class of 2024
Tom Willhite

Elders - Class of 2023
Debby Hayes

Auditors - Class of 2023
Melanie Bedner

The 2023 Nominating Committee: 
Jamyi Neely, Jim Davidson, Cindy O'Korn, Bob Pulice, Melina Robinson, and
alternate Mike Suchoza

2023 Terms of Call for the Rev. Dr. Brian Janssen: 
Salary $60,696
Housing $25,000
SECA $6,556
BOP Pension $ Medical $33,421
Medical deductible $1,714
Study Leave/Continuing Education Allowance (Vouchered) $2,000
Professional/Business Allowance (Vouchered) $4,000
Two weeks of Study Leave (14 days including two Sundays)
Four weeks of Vacation (including 4 Sundays)

As the end of the year approaches, please keep in mind that all contributions for 2022 must be received by
the church no later than December 31, 2022. IRS general rules state that a check placed in the church
offering plate in January 2023 cannot be recorded as a 2022 contribution, even if the check has been dated
2022. The only exception to this rule would be for contributions that are mailed and postmarked in 2022.
These contributions would be deductible in 2022 even though the contributions were not received until 2023.
If you have any questions please contact Kim McCann at 412-221-5132 or finance@bethanypresby.org. 

The Check is in the Mail
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W I S H I N G

Y O U  A

Happy
A N D

merry 

Due to staff vacations and holiday closures, 
the church office will be closed on December 26 

and will be operating on a limited schedule December 27-30. 
Please call first 

or make an appointment to confirm availability.   

Christmas

New Year


