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= THIS MONTH’S NEWSLETTER
.

So many fun and exciting opportunities await us
in September! Hear from Pastor Brian (pg. 2)
about some upcoming events. Pastor Larry
shares how much he values prayer and how we
should too (pg. 3). If you didn’t get the chance to
meet our new Associate Pastor, Pastor Justin
Miller, you can get to know him a little more on
Page 2! Hear about ministry updates from Nadina
and Abbie on pages 4 & 5! You will find a list of all
the Sunday School and Children’s Worship
options on pages 6 & 7. On the following pages, 8
& 9, youll find other opportunities to get
together with your church family!

CHURCH PICNIC FALL KICK OFF - SEPT 13""

The 2026 Bethany Church Picnic was a  September 13" is a busy day in the life of Bethany
wonderful day for our church family to come  preshyterian Church! We will go back to our fall
together, and remind us that the church is not  hours g:15am and 10:45am. It’s the first day of
the building - but the people! Thank you to our  gunday School classes starting at 9:30am, as well as
wonderful team of deacons and for all of the chjldren’s worship options! We will also be saying
volunteers who made it possible! Thank you to  goodbye to our beloved Interim Associate Pastor,
Pastor Brian, Pastor Larry, and Caleb & Bloom  pgstor Larry Ruby, as September 13" will be his last

Musicians for leading us in worship! We hope  gunday with us. Please bring a card of appreciation
this was a beautiful reminder of how great our g5 we thank him for his time with us!

church family is.
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FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR

September has a way of waking us all back up. I know that these days kids go back to school
before Labor Day but we all know that as summer turns to Fall and August turns to September;
life gets back into gear. Choir is returning to the loft, classes are dusting off their curriculum,
committees are setting their fall calendars, and our building is starting to hum again with the
sound of programs gearing back into motion. It’s one of my favorite times in the life in our church.

The energy that ripples through the congregation echoes through the community. Backpacks are
being filled, school supplies are flying off shelves, and kids are hoping that Mom and Dad will
buy them the best back to school clothes (I am partial to American Eagle Outfitters.) I also have
come to love all of the first day back pictures that flood social media during this time of year. To
celebrate this, we will be having a “Blessing of the Backpacks,” on Sunday September 13

during the Children’s sermon. So we would love to see all students of all ages bring their
backpacks with them so that we can get the school year off to a great start.

September 13 will be a full day for another reason, one that holds both gratitude and change. It
will be the Reverend Dr. Larry Ruby’s final Sunday with us as we prepare to welcome Rev.
Justin Miller as our next full time Associate Pastor. Serving alongside Larry has been one of the
genuine privileges of my ministry here. I have known Pastor Larry for nearly twenty years, but
never served alongside him in a pastoral setting. I will be forever grateful for his wisdom,
guidance, and collegiality. I will always have a deep appreciation for his sense of humor, the
many visits he made and his leadership. I am sure you will all join me in thanking him for all he
has done this past year with us.

So as we come out of a restful summer into a busy, blessed fall — new programs, new
backpacks, a beloved farewell, and a warm welcome — I'm grateful for this church and for the
season God has us in together.

See you in Church!

Blessings,
Pastor Brian

ABOUT OUR NEW ASSOCIATE PASTOR! &

Join us in welcoming our new Associate Pastor - Pastor Justin Miller! Pastor Justin will be starting
his time here at Bethany Presbyterian Church on October 1%, 2026. Pastor Justin has been
faithfully serving in pastoral ministry preaching the word of God, caring for the people of God, and
helping to cultivate a vibrant, Christ-centered community in his congregation in Ohio. Pastor
Justin’s preparation for ministry includes both solid academic training and years of practical
experience in the local church. He holds a Master of Divinity from Emmanuel Christian Seminary,
and he completed his undergraduate studies at Johnson University, where he double majored in
Preaching & Youth Ministry and Bible and Theology. This combination of theological study and
ministry-focused training has shaped his heart and mind for pastoral work, biblical teaching, and
shepherding God’s people.

In his ministry, Justin has engaged in regular preaching and teaching, leading small groups and Bible
studies, discipling youth and adults, and walking alongside individuals and families through both joyful
and challenging seasons. One of the things Pastor Justin is particularly excited about in coming to
Bethany is the opportunity to be a part of a Christ-centered community that loves and nurtures one
anotherwhile actively engaging in God’s kingdom work.

f
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FROM OUR INTERIM ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Dear Friends in Christ,

What is our greatest resource here at Bethany? I’'m sure this is a question that could generate

' no small amount of discussion and I’'m sure that among the possible answers we would hear:

~ “Our faith in Jesus Christ” or “The people of Bethany” or “Our history and heritage” and any
’ of these would be part of the answer. Let me suggest one more — The Power of Prayer!

i Let me share some powerful quotes I’ve come across through the years:
£ g
p £ NG “Prayer is the key that unlocks the storehouses of God’s infinite grace and power.
N 4 All that God is, and all that God has, is at the disposal of prayer.” R.A. Torrey
G y S
.ﬁ,«»’f‘ - 4 “Prayer isn’t easy and it doesn’t come naturally to anyone. It’s work. Prayer is a joyous
4 }g: y privilege, but it is a challenge. The concerns of the world distract us from prayer. The irony is

that prayer is what helps us overcome the concerns of the world. Commit yourself to sincere
and earnest prayer and God will open the doors of heaven to you.” John Maxwell

“Prayer is the sincere, sensible, affectionate pouring out of the heart or soul to God through
* Christ in the strength and assistance of the Holy Spirit, for such things as God hath promised,
or according to the Word, for the good of the church, with submission and faith to the will of God”
John Bunyan

“One might estimate the weight of the world, tell the size of the celestial city, count the stars

E of heaven, measure the speed of lightning, and tell the time of the rising and the setting of the
sun - but you cannot estimate the power of prayer! Prayer is as vast as God himself because

He is behind it. Prayer is as mighty as God because he has committed Himself'to it”

Leonard Ravenhill

\oa Prayer is not a spiritual performance for “Super-Christians,” nor merely a lifeline for the
| wayward. Prayer is simply conversation with God - Your Father who loves you and delights
in time with you. Prayer is the privilege of the creature communicating with the Creator.

" Prayer is the point of connection between the needs of the world and the power of the Holy
\ Sp1r1t Prayer changes lives, and it will change yours and mine and it will change the life of
Bethany, or any church, forever!

Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on

the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will

do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to

the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the

\ Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. John 14:11-14 Remember,
“You can do more than pray... but not until you have prayed!”

Pastor Larry Ruby




MUSIC NOTES FROM NADINA

Most families know this as the "Back to School" season, and for my household,
it means schedules, routines, and goal setting are back to our regular!
Although we miss the more relaxed schedule that summer provides, these
routines give us a sense of direction. Working in the church for so many years,
I know that our Liturgical calendar also puts us back on track in these ways,
too. Our "regular" worship times resume; music ministry groups resume;
routines develop for liturgy needs- changing paraments, filling binders,
rehearsal upon rehearsal, warm ups, prayer requests in the hallways.... Getting
back into the liturgical season gives us all direction....leading us to journey to
the stable, to the path of Discipleship, following the Lord to the cross, and
celebrating the victory of life eternal in His resurrection is a wonderful
schedule for us to celebrate as a community.

This fall and Advent/Christmas season, I was inspired to follow a nudge in the
direction of a new choral composition that I came across in the (favorite) part
of the summer in which I get to explore anthems.

Joanna Forbes Lestrange created a choral work that is based on Vivaldi's The
Four Seasons. It was written to celebrate it's 300 year anniversary, but in an
entirely different setting than he originally composed it. The choir will feature
a few of her anthems from this incredible composition, as she set several of the
melodies to lyrics of Scripture. I'm sure many of you will recognize and
enjoying hearing how God's Word found a part in this composition! Enjoying
the theme of the seasons, finding direction in liturgy and calendars, and seeing
how God's Word continues to find new ways to emerge, the choir will also
share a new Cantata this season. I kept with the theme of Vivaldi, and our new
Cantata features an anthem based on his Gloria. The choir has done the
incredible Gloria in the past as it is in our files, so many of you will already
recognize this glorious piece! I know that we've all enjoyed hearing the themes
that Pastor Brian presents in his sermon series, we've enjoyed looking for the
little Jesus' that the youth hide around the church, the "pop-up" events that we
all appreciated this summer, and I hope you will be blessed to see and hear
how Vivaldi's works will "pop up" on some occasions in our worship services to
enhance our experience of how God continues to direct us through the
seasons, in new and inspiring ways like this!

The choir, chimes, ukuleles, and all Children's Music ministries invite and
WELCOME any new attendees with open arms! Please know that you are free
to join us to try any of these ensembles- without an obligation to commit!

The choir will start a NEW and ADDITIONAL practice offering this season with
hopes to give an alternate time for folks that can't make a Wednesday night
schedule work. We will work on vocal excerises/warm ups and work on the
anthem for the upcoming Sundays. Please check the bulletin for the times and
dates for all of our ensemble offerings that resume. Happy Back to School to all
of you students out there! We look forward to having you back to music
ministry, too :)
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YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATES FROM ABBILE

What a summer it has been for our youth ministry! From special events and pop-
up gatherings to VBS and plenty of time spent together, we have had such a
wonderful summer getting to know our students better, building friendships,
growing in faith, and making memories along the way.

We are so thankful for everyone who helped make these summer experiences
possible!

Now; we are excited to officially kick off our weekly youth programming and get
back into our regular rhythm!

We are making a change this year - We will start our Group Nights at 5pm as we
always have. We will be combined for Praise and Games for the first 30 minutes,
and then we will split into groups (Junior High and Senior High) for prayer, Bible
Study, and more! This way, each age group has their own space and time with each
other, but we are all together for things we need big groups for (like fun games!)

While the fun is certainly not stopping, we are looking forward to going deeper;
diving into Scripture, asking meaningful questions about faith, serving our
community, and creating a place where every student knows they are welcomed,
valued, and loved.

This year, our hope is that youth ministry will be more than just another activity on the calendar. We want
it to be a place where students can grow closer to Jesus, build genuine friendships, discover how God is
calling them to serve, and experience what it means to be part of a church family.

We are so excited for everything God has in store for this next season! Whether you have been part of our
youth ministry for years or you are brand new;, there is always a place for you here. We can't wait to see
what this year brings!

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR BYG

September 13" - First Group Night of the Year!! 5:00pm-7:00pm

September 20™ - Escape Room! Please let Abbie know if you’re interested by September 6™ so we can
provide a headcount. We will be going to Escape Room South. Cost is $30/person. Carpool will leave
the church at 4:45pm.

September 27" - Group Night! 5:00pm-7:00pm

October 4™ - Group Night! 5:00pm-7:00pm

October 11" - Fall Outing (more information coming very soon!)
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BETHANY CHILDREN OF GOD

The discipleship team is thrilled to announce a new program for older children during the 10:45 worship
service. “Faith & Friends” is a class offered to children in grades 3-5 which will run concurrently with the
existing Worship & Wonder. Together, the two classes, along with the existing Sunday School offerings which
comprise our Children’s Ministry will be referred to as Bethany’s Children of God.

Please note: parents may choose to keep children of any age with them in the church service!

Parents who choose to send their children to classes will sign the children in at the kiosk for Sunday School,
Worship & Wonder, and Faith & Friends using the last 4 digits of their phone number. A name tag will be
printed for the children, and the parents will receive a corresponding label. This process will serve as both
security at pick up time for new families as well as a record of attendance.

CHILDREN'S WORSHIP DURING THE 10:45AM SERVICE

Nursery Care
Any child under the age of 3 adjacent to the Sanctuary Nursery care is available for babies & toddlers
during both the 8:15 & 10:45 services as well as during the Sunday School hour.

Worship & Wonder - Age 3 through 2nd grade in Room 234

Worship and Wonder is a special class where young children learn to worship God and learn more about
Him. If it is your child’s first experience with a Sunday school class, you are welcome to stay with them.
This year we will be starting with the story about the Good Shepherd and then continue into the stories of
Creation and the Old Testament.

Faith & Friends - 3rd through 5th grade in Room 239

Faith and Friends is designed for older children who are not yet ready to stay for the entire church service.
This class will explore lessons from the Bible In Life Curriculum by David C Cook. Through interactive
learning, meaningful discussion, and hands-on activities, children are encouraged to grow in their
understanding of Scripture and their relationship with God. While the scripture lesson will be the same for
both Sunday School and Faith & Friends each week, the lesson content and activities will be different.
*Middle School and High School students who would like to volunteer as helpers in any

of our Children of God classes, should reach out to Celina Farabaugh either in person,

via text at 724-554-6370, or via email at cfarabaugh19@gmail.com. Teen volunteers

must register prior to volunteering.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:50AM - 10:50AM

Please join us for our new Sunday School Program Year, beginning on Sunday September 13th! Our Sunday
School Classes meet from 9:30am-10:30am nearly every Sunday between Labor Day & Memorial Day.
Classes do not meet on the Sunday after Thanksgiving, the Sunday in between Christmas & the New Year,
or on Easter Sunday.

For Babies & Toddlers
Under age 3 - nursery care is available during the Sunday School Hour
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUED...

For All Children

All children & youth meet in the choir room (233) from 9:30-9:45 for singing & various musical
instruments with the Sunday School music team. The children are led by our music director Nadina
Robusto, with the assistance of our music associate Caleb Auldridge. The children periodically share
their talents with the congregation during the 10:45 service.

Ages 3-5
Preschool Children gather for a Bible Story, coloring page, and play time. Meets in Rooms 244-245 with
rotating teachers: Alicia Barbaryka, Mike Barbaryka, Taylor Barbaryka, and Laurie Sysak

All Grades 1-12 will be using Bible In Life Curriculum by David C Cook

This comprehensive curriculum provides engaging, age-appropriate lessons that help students discover
Biblical truths and apply them to everyday life. Through interactive learning, meaningful discussion, and
hands-on activities, children are encouraged to grow in their understanding of Scripture and their
relationship with God.

Grades 1-3 will meet in Room 239 with Barb Boehmer & Barb Mours

Grades 4-7 will meet in Room 240 with rotating teachers: Kara Julius, Ashley Strouse, & Sara Sunderlin
“ Grades 8-12 will meet in Room 236 with rotating teachers to be determined
Women Of The Bible- In Fellowship Hall
Devin Underwood, assisted by Sharon Salvini, will be finishing up last year’s study of James for the first three

classes. Beginning in October, the class will work together to choose one Woman Of The Bible to study each
month. This class is intended for adult men & women.

Through the Bible - In the Bethanyr Room

Doug Bovard leads this class. We will read through the Bible at home, in class and discuss. Reading through
the Bible is the most transformative, intellectual, spiritual, and personal project a human can take on. Know
that scripture is practical not abstract. It speaks to anxiety, suffering, temptation, forgiveness... Rather than
reading fragmented bits and pieces of scripture, reading through the Bible will immerse us in the whole
counsel of God (Acts 20:27). The Bible gives God’s identity, our identity, and his plan for salvation. Meet God on
his terms - not ours! Do away with the influence of current culture! Recalibrate your heart and mind to

God’s eternal truth! Let’s Read the Bible! This class is for anyone over 21 years of age.

Women’s Sunday School Class - In Room 224

Becky Yanak will be leading a 12 week video study entitled; Rahab, Hagar, and Naomi. “How does everyone
else see me? How do I see myself? How does God see me? These women in the Bible asked the same three
questions we still ask today. In this video study you’ll see how the stories of Rahab, Hagar and Naomi reflect
our own lives and what we can learn about ourselves from them. Throughout the study, these women step out
of the pages of scripture to walk with you through your own story with powerful teachings.” All women are
welcomed, even if you have never attended Sunday School Class in the past.

2 Corinthians - In the Chapel

Mark Rackley will be finishing up last year’s study of second Corinthians, picking up at chapter 12 which is
expected to take about one month. In the first class of the year (September 13 th ) the class will discuss
together and determine their next topic of study. This class is intended for adult men & women.
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Upcoming Events

*All events subject to change. Please look on the Bethany website (www.bethanypresby.org/events) for the
most up to date calendar of events.

UPCOMING CHURCH LEADERSHIP MEETINGS
Tuesday September 8" - Session Teams Meetings
Tuesday September 15" - Deacons Meeting
Tuesday September 22" - Session Meeting

BLOOM AND CAFE BETHANY - THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 10TH

Join us for a wonderful night of fellowship, dinner, and Modern Worship led
by our Bloom Musicians! Our Bloom Modern Worship nights have been
fulfilling and joyful, and has been a wonderful way to reset in the middle of
the week. Following dates are October 8™, and November 12™!

FALL KICK OFF DAY - SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 13TH

We have many things happening in the life of the church! We will return to our fall service hours 8:15am
and 10:45am. Sunday School starts for all ages at 9:30am. Students of any age should bring their
backpacks to the 10:45am service to have their backpacks blessed! Then, students in 6™-12" grade are
invited to BYG’s Group Night Kick Off! This will also be Pastor Larry’s last Sunday with us as our Interim
Associate Pastor, so please bring thank you cards to send Pastor Larry off well from his time here with us.

GOLDEN OLDIES LUNCHEON - THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 17!

Ready for an afternoon of lunch, fellowship, and entertainment? Join the Golden Oldies on Thursday
September 17" 12pm - 2pm. September’s guest is singer Harry Levicky!

NEW MEMBER CLASS - SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19" 9AM - NOON

Interested in becoming a member at Bethany Presbyterian Church? Come to the New Members Class
on Saturday September 19", 9am - noon to hear more about Bethany Presbyterian Church and what it
means to be a member of this amazing church family!

WOMEN’S MINISTRY CRAFT AND LUNCH - SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20™" AFTER CHURCH
The Women’s Ministry is hosting a wonderful afternoon of fellowship and crafting. Our
Father’s Farm will be guiding us in making a Chunky Finger Knit Pumpkin craft! The
cost is $30/person and is for ages 10 and up! Childcare will be provided. If interested,
please submit your payment to Heather Lucas by Sunday September 13th.
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Recurring Events and Ministries

NOTES IN THE MARGIN BIBLE STUDY

Interested in a Bible Study based on discussing the questions and thoughts you might write in the
margin of your Bible? This Bible Study is held out in our parking lot (or in the youth lounge if weather
is less than favorable). This study meets biweekly at 6:30pm. September dates are Tuesday the 8™ and
Tuesday the 22™. Contact Sarah Smith if you have any questions!

MEN'S HUDDLE GROUP
The Men's Huddle Group meets every Monday at 6:30pm to dig deeper into
God's Word and to have fellowship with one another.

WILD AT HEART MEN'’S FIRES

If you want to put Proverbs 27:17, iron sharpens iron, into practice - join a great
group of men who meet biweekly on Wednesdays at 5:30pm. September dates are
the 2", 16", and 30™ Contact Josh Gardner for more information! 412 855 9029 or by
email joshgardner21421@gmail.com

BLOOM MODERN WORSHIP

Bloom meets every Thursday Evening at 6:30pm. Most Thursdays are a casual jam session that everyone
is welcome to! Bring your instruments, your voice, your dance moves, or just yourself.

Once a month during the program year we host a dinner and full modern worship service!

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

The Women’s Ministry at Bethany has been flourishing! There are monthly events that range from
safety seminars, to crafting, to book clubs, and more! Be on the lookout for information about these
events!

MOMCO

Hello Mama! Bethany MomCo is starting soon. Our Thursday morning group is ready to return on
September 10th at 9:15 am. We will be sharing all things MomCo so the burden to lead for an entire year
is not on 1 person. We would love to see you join us! Call Bonnie @ 412-863-2100 or just show up and
meet a group of great, supportive moms who get it!

YOUNG ADULT GROUP

The Young Adult Group at Bethany meets on Friday usually biweekly, but the schedule changes based
on availability! In September they will be meeting on September 4™ and 18"™. They will also be going to
an Escape Room on Friday October 4™! If you are interested in attending the Young Adult Group here at
Bethany, please contact Doug Bovard!

UPWARD BASKETBALL

Upward Basketball will be returning this year! Registration will open October 1*. Practices will start on
January 11", and the first game day will be January 23! The cost will be $140. For more information
you can visit www.bethanypresby.org/upward
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09/01
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09/03
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09/03
09/03
09/04
09/04
09/05
09/05
09/05
09/05
09/05
09/05
09/06
09/06
09/06
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Claire Doreen Grove 09/06 Jacqueline Witwicki

Thomas Patterson
Ryan Black
Janeen Lacher
Samuel Naples
Deborah Perkins
Kathy Brown
Paul Eichler
Laura Edwards
Aidan Krieg
Linda McCaskey
Paula Naples
Joseph Oyler
Jessie Turner
Gretchen DeRoss
Paul Figura
Michael Unghajer

/4

09/07 Kevin Dady

09/07 Clyde Davis Jr
09/07 Zander Nowak
09/07 Joshua Smith
09/09 Bethany Edwards
09/09 Sandra Fricker
09/09 Leo Vighetti

09/10 Kevin Cox

09/11 R] Frye

09/11 Michael Suchoza
09/11 Collin Wilhelm
09/12 Katherine Joesbury
09/12 Amanda Schwotzer
09/12 Owen Veneski
09/13 Jamie Baldridge
09/13 Jamie Martinelli

A

f/[//////f

09/14 Thomas Lesnett Sr.
09/14 Darla Lower
09/14 Michele Zwigart
09/15 Jennifer Smith
09/16 Judy Gardner
09/16 Vivian Robinson
09/16 Patrick Rush
09/18 Arianna Lower
09/18 Susan Puel

09/18 Linnaea Stout
09/18 Kevin Strouse
09/19 Christopher Foltz
09/20 Alexis Byers
09/21 Blake Vollmer
09/22 Kenneth Cook
09/22 Ryleigh Gricar
09/22 Nancy Yenchik

PAGE 10

09/23 Kevin Shildt
09/24 Heather Beattie
09/24 Dean Karns
09/24 Joey Verduci
09/25 Louis Schinosi Jr.
09/25 Michael Segeleon
09/25 Laura Werner
09/27 Liam Carman
09/28 Reilly O'Connor
09/28 Gavin Orosz
09/29 Maxine Berton
09/29 Marlene Haley
09/30 Tyler Deramo

<&

During the August 15th Food Bank distribution, 118 families were assisted

=

which included 38 children, 77 adults and 93 elderly.
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CONDOLENCES

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to

Michael Swanson and family on the passing of Pat Swanson,
who joined the Church Triumphant on August 4, 2026.

Bill Paviol and family on the passing of Bill's beloved brother,

John Paviol, who joined the Church Triumphant on August 5, 2026.

Tim Nagy and family on the passing of Tim's beloved mother, Patricia Nagy,

who joined the Church Triumphant on August 7, 2026.

)

Gerrie & John Turnbull and family on the passing of Gerrie's sister, Margaret Finif,

who joined the Church Triumphant on July 29, 2026.

9‘
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PRAYERS

As students of all ages begin a new school year, we invite you to join us in prayer.

Lord, surround every student with Your love and protection as they begin this new year. Give them
courage when they face challenges, wisdom as they learn, kindness toward those around them, and
people who will encourage and support them along the way. Bless their teachers, administrators, and
families, and help each student know that they never walk alone. May this school year be filled with

growth, friendship, discovery, and opportunities to see Your presence in their lives. Amen.
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	FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR
	September has a way of waking us all back up. I know that these days kids go back to school
	before Labor Day but we all know that as summer turns to Fall and August turns to September,
	life gets back into gear. Choir is returning to the loft, classes are dusting off their curriculum,
	committees are setting their fall calendars, and our building is starting to hum again with the
	sound of programs gearing back into motion. It’s one of my favorite times in the life in our church.
	The energy that ripples through the congregation echoes through the community. Backpacks are
	being filled, school supplies are flying off shelves, and kids are hoping that Mom and Dad will
	buy them the best back to school clothes (I am partial to American Eagle Outfitters.) I also have
	come to love all of the first day back pictures that flood social media during this time of year. To
	celebrate this, we will be having a “Blessing of the Backpacks,” on Sunday September 13th
	during the Children’s sermon. So we would love to see all students of all ages bring their
	backpacks with them so that we can get the school year off to a great start.
	September 13 will be a full day for another reason, one that holds both gratitude and change. It
	will be the Reverend Dr. Larry Ruby’s final Sunday with us as we prepare to welcome Rev.
	Justin Miller as our next full time Associate Pastor. Serving alongside Larry has been one of the
	genuine privileges of my ministry here. I have known Pastor Larry for nearly twenty years, but
	never served alongside him in a pastoral setting. I will be forever grateful for his wisdom,
	guidance, and collegiality. I will always have a deep appreciation for his sense of humor, the
	many visits he made and his leadership. I am sure you will all join me in thanking him for all he
	has done this past year with us.
	So as we come out of a restful summer into a busy, blessed fall — new programs, new
	backpacks, a beloved farewell, and a warm welcome — I’m grateful for this church and for the
	season God has us in together.
	See you in Church!
	Blessings,
	Pastor Brian

	ABOUT OUR NEW ASSOCIATE PASTOR!
	Join us in welcoming our new Associate Pastor - Pastor Justin Miller! Pastor Justin will be starting his time here at Bethany Presbyterian Church on October 1st, 2026.  Pastor Justin has been faithfully serving in pastoral ministry preaching the word of God, caring for the people of God, and helping to cultivate a vibrant, Christ-centered community in his congregation in Ohio.  Pastor Justin’s preparation for ministry includes both solid academic training and years of practical experience in the local church.  He holds a Master of Divinity from Emmanuel Christian Seminary, and he completed his undergraduate studies at Johnson University, where he double majored in Preaching & Youth Ministry and Bible and Theology. This combination of theological study and ministry-focused training has shaped his heart and mind for pastoral work, biblical teaching, and shepherding God’s people.
	In his ministry, Justin has engaged in regular preaching and teaching, leading small groups and Bible studies, discipling youth and adults, and walking alongside individuals and families through both joyful and challenging seasons.  One of the things Pastor Justin is particularly excited about in coming to Bethany is the opportunity to be a part of a Christ-centered community that loves and nurtures one anotherwhile actively engaging in God’s kingdom work.
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	FROM OUR INTERIM ASSOCIATE PASTOR
	Dear Friends in Christ,
	What is our greatest resource here at Bethany? I’m sure this is a question that could generate no small amount of discussion and I’m sure that among the possible answers we would hear: “Our faith in Jesus Christ” or “The people of Bethany” or “Our history and heritage” and any of these would be part of the answer. Let me suggest one more – The Power of Prayer!
	Let me share some powerful quotes I’ve come across through the years:
	“Prayer is the key that unlocks the storehouses of God’s infinite grace and power.
	All that God is, and all that God has, is at the disposal of prayer.” R.A. Torrey
	“Prayer isn’t easy and it doesn’t come naturally to anyone. It’s work. Prayer is a joyous
	privilege, but it is a challenge. The concerns of the world distract us from prayer. The irony is
	that prayer is what helps us overcome the concerns of the world. Commit yourself to sincere
	and earnest prayer and God will open the doors of heaven to you.” John Maxwell
	“Prayer is the sincere, sensible, affectionate pouring out of the heart or soul to God through
	Christ in the strength and assistance of the Holy Spirit, for such things as God hath promised,
	or according to the Word, for the good of the church, with submission and faith to the will of God.”
	John Bunyan
	“One might estimate the weight of the world, tell the size of the celestial city, count the stars
	of heaven, measure the speed of lightning, and tell the time of the rising and the setting of the
	sun – but you cannot estimate the power of prayer! Prayer is as vast as God himself because
	He is behind it. Prayer is as mighty as God because he has committed Himself to it.”
	Leonard Ravenhill
	Prayer is not a spiritual performance for “Super-Christians,” nor merely a lifeline for the wayward. Prayer is simply conversation with God – Your Father who loves you and delights in time with you. Prayer is the privilege of the creature communicating with the Creator. Prayer is the point of connection between the needs of the world and the power of the Holy Spirit. Prayer changes lives, and it will change yours and mine and it will change the life of
	Bethany, or any church, forever!
	Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. John 14:11-14 Remember, “You can do more than pray… but not until you have prayed!”
	Pastor Larry Ruby

	MUSIC NOTES FROM NADINA
	Most families know this as the "Back to School" season, and for my household, it means schedules, routines, and goal setting are back to our regular! Although we miss the more relaxed schedule that summer provides, these routines give us a sense of direction.  Working in the church for so many years, I know that our Liturgical calendar also puts us back on track in these ways, too. Our "regular" worship times resume; music ministry groups resume; routines develop for liturgy needs- changing paraments, filling binders, rehearsal upon rehearsal, warm ups, prayer requests in the hallways.... Getting back into the liturgical season gives us all direction....leading us to journey to the stable, to the path of Discipleship, following the Lord to the cross, and celebrating the victory of life eternal in His resurrection is a wonderful schedule for us to celebrate as a community.
	This fall and Advent/Christmas season, I was inspired to follow a nudge in the direction of a new choral composition that I came across in the (favorite) part of the summer in which I get to explore anthems.
	Joanna Forbes L'estrange created a choral work that is based on Vivaldi's The Four Seasons. It was written to celebrate it's 300 year anniversary, but in an entirely different setting than he originally composed it. The choir will feature a few of her anthems from this incredible composition, as she set several of the melodies to lyrics of Scripture. I'm sure many of you will recognize and enjoying hearing how God's Word found a part in this composition! Enjoying the theme of the seasons, finding direction in liturgy and calendars, and seeing how God's Word continues to find new ways to emerge, the choir will also share a new Cantata this season. I kept with the theme of Vivaldi, and our new Cantata features an anthem based on his Gloria. The choir has done the incredible Gloria in the past as it is in our files, so many of you will already recognize this glorious piece! I know that we've all enjoyed hearing the themes that Pastor Brian presents in his sermon series, we've enjoyed looking for the little Jesus' that the youth hide around the church, the "pop-up" events that we all appreciated this summer, and I hope you will be blessed to see and hear how Vivaldi's works will "pop up" on some occasions in our worship services to enhance our experience of how God continues to direct us through the seasons, in new and inspiring ways like this!
	The choir, chimes, ukuleles, and all Children's Music ministries invite and WELCOME any new attendees with open arms! Please know that you are free to join us to try any of these ensembles- without an obligation to commit!
	The choir will start a NEW and ADDITIONAL practice offering this season with hopes to give an alternate time for folks that can't make a Wednesday night schedule work. We will work on vocal excerises/warm ups and work on the anthem for the upcoming Sundays. Please check the bulletin for the times and dates for all of our ensemble offerings that resume. Happy Back to School to all of you students out there! We look forward to having you back to music ministry, too :)
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	YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATES FROM ABBIE
	What a summer it has been for our youth ministry! From special events and pop-up gatherings to VBS and plenty of time spent together, we have had such a wonderful summer getting to know our students better, building friendships, growing in faith, and making memories along the way.
	We are so thankful for everyone who helped make these summer experiences possible!
	Now, we are excited to officially kick off our weekly youth programming and get back into our regular rhythm!
	We are making a change this year - We will start our Group Nights at 5pm as we always have. We will be combined for Praise and Games for the first 30 minutes, and then we will split into groups (Junior High and Senior High) for prayer, Bible Study, and more! This way, each age group has their own space and time with each other, but we are all together for things we need big groups for (like fun games!)
	While the fun is certainly not stopping, we are looking forward to going deeper; diving into Scripture, asking meaningful questions about faith, serving our community, and creating a place where every student knows they are welcomed, valued, and loved.
	This year, our hope is that youth ministry will be more than just another activity on the calendar. We want it to be a place where students can grow closer to Jesus, build genuine friendships, discover how God is calling them to serve, and experience what it means to be part of a church family.
	We are so excited for everything God has in store for this next season! Whether you have been part of our youth ministry for years or you are brand new, there is always a place for you here. We can't wait to see what this year brings!
	UPCOMING EVENTS FOR BYG
	September 13th - First Group Night of the Year!! 5:00pm-7:00pm
	September 20th - Escape Room! Please let Abbie know if you’re interested by September 6th so we can provide a headcount. We will be going to Escape Room South. Cost is $30/person. Carpool will leave the church at 4:45pm.
	September 27th - Group Night! 5:00pm-7:00pm
	October 4th - Group Night! 5:00pm-7:00pm
	October 11th - Fall Outing (more information coming very soon!)
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	BETHANY CHILDREN OF GOD
	The discipleship team is thrilled to announce a new program for older children during the 10:45 worship service. “Faith & Friends” is a class offered to children in grades 3-5 which will run concurrently with the existing Worship & Wonder. Together, the two classes, along with the existing Sunday School offerings which comprise our Children’s Ministry will be referred to as Bethany’s Children of God.
	Please note: parents may choose to keep children of any age with them in the church service!
	Parents who choose to send their children to classes will sign the children in at the kiosk for Sunday School, Worship & Wonder, and Faith & Friends using the last 4 digits of their phone number. A name tag will be printed for the children, and the parents will receive a corresponding label. This process will serve as both security at pick up time for new families as well as a record of attendance.
	CHILDREN’S WORSHIP DURING THE 10:45AM SERVICE
	Nursery Care
	Any child under the age of 3 adjacent to the Sanctuary Nursery care is available for babies & toddlers during both the 8:15 & 10:45 services as well as during the Sunday School hour.

	Worship & Wonder – Age 3 through 2nd grade in Room 234
	Worship and Wonder is a special class where young children learn to worship God and learn more about Him. If it is your child’s first experience with a Sunday school class, you are welcome to stay with them. This year we will be starting with the story about the Good Shepherd and then continue into the stories of Creation and the Old Testament.

	Faith & Friends – 3rd through 5th grade in Room 239
	Faith and Friends is designed for older children who are not yet ready to stay for the entire church service. This class will explore lessons from the Bible In Life Curriculum by David C Cook. Through interactive learning, meaningful discussion, and hands-on activities, children are encouraged to grow in their understanding of Scripture and their relationship with God. While the scripture lesson will be the same for both Sunday School and Faith & Friends each week, the lesson content and activities will be different.
	*Middle School and High School students who would like to volunteer as helpers in any
	of our Children of God classes, should reach out to Celina Farabaugh either in person,
	via text at 724-554-6370, or via email at cfarabaugh19@gmail.com. Teen volunteers
	must register prior to volunteering.


	SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30AM - 10:30AM
	Please join us for our new Sunday School Program Year, beginning on Sunday September 13th! Our Sunday School Classes meet from 9:30am-10:30am nearly every Sunday between Labor Day & Memorial Day.
	Classes do not meet on the Sunday after Thanksgiving, the Sunday in between Christmas & the New Year, or on Easter Sunday.
	For Babies & Toddlers
	Under age 3 – nursery care is available during the Sunday School Hour
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	SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUED...
	For All Children
	All children & youth meet in the choir room (233) from 9:30-9:45 for singing & various musical instruments with the Sunday School music team. The children are led by our music director Nadina Robusto, with the assistance of our music associate Caleb Auldridge. The children periodically share their talents with the congregation during the 10:45 service.

	Ages 3-5
	Preschool Children gather for a Bible Story, coloring page, and play time. Meets in Rooms 244-245 with rotating teachers: Alicia Barbaryka, Mike Barbaryka, Taylor Barbaryka, and Laurie Sysak

	All Grades 1-12  will be using Bible In Life Curriculum by David C Cook
	This comprehensive curriculum provides engaging, age-appropriate lessons that help students discover Biblical truths and apply them to everyday life. Through interactive learning, meaningful discussion, and hands-on activities, children are encouraged to grow in their understanding of Scripture and their relationship with God.
	Grades 1-3 will meet in Room 239 with Barb Boehmer & Barb Mours
	Grades 4-7 will meet in Room 240 with rotating teachers: Kara Julius, Ashley Strouse, & Sara Sunderlin
	Grades 8-12 will meet in Room 236 with rotating teachers to be determined


	ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERINGS
	Women Of The Bible- In Fellowship Hall
	Devin Underwood, assisted by Sharon Salvini, will be finishing up last year’s study of James for the first three classes. Beginning in October, the class will work together to choose one Woman Of The Bible to study each month. This class is intended for adult men & women.

	Through the Bible - In the Bethany Room
	Doug Bovard leads this class. We will read through the Bible at home, in class and discuss. Reading through the Bible is the most transformative, intellectual, spiritual, and personal project a human can take on. Know that scripture is practical not abstract. It speaks to anxiety, suffering, temptation, forgiveness… Rather than reading fragmented bits and pieces of scripture, reading through the Bible will immerse us in the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27). The Bible gives God’s identity, our identity, and his plan for salvation. Meet God on his terms – not ours! Do away with the influence of current culture! Recalibrate your heart and mind to
	God’s eternal truth! Let’s Read the Bible! This class is for anyone over 21 years of age.

	Women’s Sunday School Class - In Room 224
	Becky Yanak will be leading a 12 week video study entitled; Rahab, Hagar, and Naomi. “How does everyone else see me? How do I see myself? How does God see me? These women in the Bible asked the same three questions we still ask today. In this video study you’ll see how the stories of Rahab, Hagar and Naomi reflect our own lives and what we can learn about ourselves from them. Throughout the study, these women step out of the pages of scripture to walk with you through your own story with powerful teachings.” All women are welcomed, even if you have never attended Sunday School Class in the past.

	2 Corinthians - In the Chapel
	Mark Rackley will be finishing up last year’s study of second Corinthians, picking up at chapter 12 which is expected to take about one month. In the first class of the year (September 13 th ) the class will discuss together and determine their next topic of study. This class is intended for adult men & women.
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	Upcoming Events
	UPCOMING CHURCH LEADERSHIP MEETINGS Tuesday September 8th - Session Teams Meetings Tuesday September 15th - Deacons Meeting Tuesday September 22nd - Session Meeting
	BLOOM AND CAFE BETHANY - THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 10TH Join us for a wonderful night of fellowship, dinner, and Modern Worship led by our Bloom Musicians!  Our Bloom Modern Worship nights have been fulfilling and joyful, and has been a wonderful way to reset in the middle of the week. Following dates are October 8th, and November 12th!

	FALL KICK OFF DAY - SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 13TH
	We have many things happening in the life of the church! We will return to our fall service hours 8:15am and 10:45am. Sunday School starts for all ages at 9:30am. Students of any age should bring their backpacks to the 10:45am service to have their backpacks blessed! Then, students in 6th-12th grade are invited to BYG’s Group Night Kick Off! This will also be Pastor Larry’s last Sunday with us as our Interim Associate Pastor, so please bring thank you cards to send Pastor Larry off well from his time here with us.
	GOLDEN OLDIES LUNCHEON - THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER 17TH  Ready for an afternoon of lunch, fellowship, and entertainment? Join the Golden Oldies on Thursday September 17th 12pm - 2pm. September’s guest is singer Harry Levicky!
	NEW MEMBER CLASS - SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19TH  9AM - NOON Interested in becoming a member at Bethany Presbyterian Church? Come to the New Members Class on Saturday September 19th, 9am - noon to hear more about Bethany Presbyterian Church and what it means to be a member of this amazing church family!
	WOMEN’S MINISTRY CRAFT AND LUNCH - SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20TH  AFTER CHURCH The Women’s Ministry is hosting a wonderful afternoon of fellowship and crafting. Our Father’s Farm will be guiding us in making a Chunky Finger Knit Pumpkin craft! The cost is $30/person and is for ages 10 and up! Childcare will be provided. If interested, please submit your payment to Heather Lucas by Sunday September 13th.
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	Recurring Events and Ministries
	NOTES IN THE MARGIN BIBLE STUDY Interested in a Bible Study based on discussing the questions and thoughts you might write in the margin of your Bible? This Bible Study is held out in our parking lot (or in the youth lounge if weather is less than favorable). This study meets biweekly at 6:30pm. September dates are Tuesday the 8th and Tuesday the 22nd. Contact Sarah Smith if you have any questions!
	MEN’S HUDDLE GROUP The Men's Huddle Group meets every Monday at 6:30pm to dig deeper into God's Word and to have fellowship with one another.
	WILD AT HEART MEN’S FIRES If you want to put Proverbs 27:17, iron sharpens iron, into practice - join a great group of men who meet biweekly on Wednesdays at 5:30pm. September dates are the 2nd, 16th, and 30th. Contact Josh Gardner for more information! 412 855 9029 or by email joshgardner21421@gmail.com
	BLOOM MODERN WORSHIP Bloom meets every Thursday Evening at 6:30pm. Most Thursdays are a casual jam session that everyone is welcome to! Bring your instruments, your voice, your dance moves, or just yourself. Once a month during the program year we host a dinner and full modern worship service!
	WOMEN’S MINISTRY The Women’s Ministry at Bethany has been flourishing! There are monthly events that range from safety seminars, to crafting, to book clubs, and more! Be on the lookout for information about these events!
	MOMCO Hello Mama! Bethany MomCo is starting soon. Our Thursday morning group is ready to return on September 10th at 9:15 am. We will be sharing all things MomCo so the burden to lead for an entire year is not on 1 person. We would love to see you join us! Call Bonnie @ 412-863-2100 or just show up and meet a group of great, supportive moms who get it!
	YOUNG ADULT GROUP
	The Young Adult Group at Bethany meets on Friday usually biweekly, but the schedule changes based on availability! In September they will be meeting on September 4th and 18th.  They will also be going to an Escape Room on Friday October 4th! If you are interested in attending the Young Adult Group here at Bethany, please contact Doug Bovard!

	UPWARD BASKETBALL
	Upward Basketball will be returning this year! Registration will open October 1st. Practices will start on January 11th, and the first game day will be January 23rd! The cost will be $140. For more information you can visit www.bethanypresby.org/upward
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	September Birthdays
	09/01  Claire Doreen Grove  09/01  Thomas Patterson  09/03  Ryan Black  09/03  Janeen Lacher  09/03  Samuel Naples  09/03  Deborah Perkins  09/04  Kathy Brown  09/04  Paul Eichler  09/05  Laura Edwards  09/05  Aidan Krieg  09/05  Linda McCaskey  09/05  Paula Naples  09/05  Joseph Oyler  09/05  Jessie Turner  09/06  Gretchen DeRoss  09/06  Paul Figura  09/06  Michael Unghajer
	09/06 Jacqueline Witwicki 09/07 Kevin Dady 09/07 Clyde Davis Jr 09/07 Zander Nowak 09/07 Joshua Smith 09/09 Bethany Edwards 09/09 Sandra Fricker 09/09 Leo Vighetti 09/10 Kevin Cox 09/11 RJ Frye 09/11 Michael Suchoza 09/11 Collin Wilhelm 09/12 Katherine Joesbury 09/12 Amanda Schwotzer 09/12 Owen Veneski 09/13 Jamie Baldridge 09/13 Jamie Martinelli
	09/14 Thomas Lesnett Sr. 09/14 Darla Lower 09/14 Michele Zwigart 09/15 Jennifer Smith 09/16 Judy Gardner 09/16 Vivian Robinson 09/16 Patrick Rush 09/18 Arianna Lower 09/18 Susan Puel 09/18 Linnaea Stout 09/18 Kevin Strouse 09/19 Christopher Foltz 09/20 Alexis Byers 09/21 Blake Vollmer 09/22 Kenneth Cook 09/22 Ryleigh Gricar 09/22 Nancy Yenchik
	09/23 Kevin Shildt 09/24 Heather Beattie 09/24 Dean Karns 09/24 Joey Verduci 09/25 Louis Schinosi Jr. 09/25 Michael Segeleon 09/25 Laura Werner 09/27 Liam Carman 09/28 Reilly O'Connor 09/28 Gavin Orosz 09/29 Maxine Berton 09/29 Marlene Haley 09/30 Tyler Deramo
	During the August 15th Food Bank distribution, 118 families were assisted
	which included 38 children, 77 adults and 93 elderly.
	CONDOLENCES
	The sympathy of the congregation is extended to
	Michael Swanson and family on the passing of Pat Swanson,
	who joined the Church Triumphant on August 4, 2026.
	Bill Paviol and family on the passing of Bill's beloved brother,
	John Paviol, who joined the Church Triumphant on August 5, 2026.﻿
	Tim Nagy and family on the passing of Tim's beloved mother, Patricia Nagy,
	who joined the Church Triumphant on August 7, 2026.﻿
	Gerrie & John Turnbull and family on the passing of Gerrie's sister, Margaret Finif,
	who joined the Church Triumphant on July 29, 2026.﻿


	PRAYERS
	As students of all ages begin a new school year, we invite you to join us in prayer.
	Lord, surround every student with Your love and protection as they begin this new year. Give them courage when they face challenges, wisdom as they learn, kindness toward those around them, and people who will encourage and support them along the way. Bless their teachers, administrators, and families, and help each student know that they never walk alone. May this school year be filled with growth, friendship, discovery, and opportunities to see Your presence in their lives. Amen.


	September
	BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 740 Washington Avenue Bridgeville, PA 15017
	Phone: 412-221-5132 Fax: 412-220-9107 office@bethanypresby.org www.bethanypresby.org


