Ephesians - Week 20 - That Glorious Sword — Bible Study Helps

Title: That Glorious Sword

Sermon Summary: Drawing from Ephesians 6:10-18, this sermon focuses on the sword of the Spirit,
identified as the word of God, as the believer's primary spiritual weapon in daily warfare against
unseen spiritual forces. The sermon emphasizes that the Bible is no ordinary book but a divinely
inspired, supernaturally powerful, living weapon given to every believer. The sermon explores three
major dimensions of Scripture: its divine authorship through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, its
supernatural power to produce faith, grant eternal life, perform spiritual surgery on the heart, keep
believers clean, and build them toward maturity, and the believer's personal responsibility to
skillfully take up and wield this sword through reading, studying, memorizing, meditating on,
obeying, and speaking the Word. A recurring theme is that the word of God is uniquely suited for
every person, every age, every circumstance, every season of life, and every generation in history,
making it unlike any other book in existence.

Key Points:

- The Bible is divinely authored, breathed out by God Himself, and written by holy men moved by the
Holy Spirit, making it not a man-made book but the living words of Almighty God

- The sword of the Spirit is made for every hand, from the youngest child to the oldest saint, and
equipping children with Scripture is one of the most important investments a family and church can
make

- The word of God is timeless, standing forever across all civilizations, governments, cultures, and
generations, as confirmed in Isaiah 40:8 and the words of Christ

- Scripture possesses supernatural power to produce faith, grant eternal life through the new birth,
perform spiritual surgery by discerning the thoughts and intents of the heart, keep believers clean
from sin, and thoroughly furnish them for every good work

- The word of God reads the reader, exposing pride, hypocrisy, hidden sin, and wrong motives
through the convicting work of the Holy Spirit

- Jesus Christ modeled the skillful use of Scripture in Matthew 4, responding to each of Satan's
temptations with the declaration "it is written," providing a pattern for every believer

- Believers must actively take up the sword through daily reading, careful study, consistent
memorization, ongoing meditation, immediate obedience, and speaking the Word to others

- The word of God is suited for every type of person, every circumstance of life, and every season,
from learning and growing to suffering, celebrating, and finishing the race

Scripture Reference:

- Ephesians 6:10-18, with particular focus on verse 17 regarding the sword of the Spirit
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- 2 Timothy 3:16-17, on the inspiration and sufficiency of Scripture

- 2 Peter 1:12-21, on the surpassing certainty of the written Word over personal experience

- Hebrews 4:12-13, on the living and active nature of the Word as a discerner of the heart

- Jeremiah 36, on the process by which God's words were spoken, recorded, and proclaimed

- Isaiah 40:7-8, on the eternal nature of the Word of God

- Romans 10:17, on faith coming through hearing the Word of God

- Psalm 119:9-11, on the cleansing and guarding power of Scripture

- 2 Corinthians 3:17-18, on being transformed into the image of Christ through beholding the Word

- 2 Peter 1:3, on the divine power that provides all things pertaining to life and godliness

Stories:

- The account of Jeremiah and Baruch in Jeremiah 36, in which God commanded Jeremiah to
dictate His words, Baruch the scribe wrote them down with ink in a book, and the words were then
read publicly, illustrating the process of biblical inspiration and the purpose of Scripture to call
people to repentance

- Peter's account in 2 Peter 1 of witnessing the Transfiguration of Jesus Christ on the holy mount,
hearing the audible voice of God, and seeing Christ in His unveiled glory, followed by his declaration
that the written Word of God is a more sure foundation than even that extraordinary personal
experience

- The temptation of Jesus in Matthew 4, in which Christ responded to each of the devil's three
temptations with the phrase "it is written," ultimately causing the devil to depart, serving as the
pattern for how believers should wield the sword of the Spirit in spiritual warfare
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Discipleship Questions

The sermon describes the Bible as a living sword that both cuts and heals -- in what ways have you
personally experienced the Word of God exposing something difficult in your life while also bringing
restoration or comfort?

Peter witnessed the transfiguration of Christ and heard the audible voice of God, yet declared that
we have a more sure word in Scripture than even that experience -- what does this tell us about the
dangers of basing our faith primarily on personal experiences or feelings rather than the Word of
God?

The Bible is made for every hand, every age, and every season of life -- how does this truth
challenge the way you currently prioritize Scripture in the different stages and circumstances of
your own life?

Hebrews 4 describes the Word of God as a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart -- in
what ways might a reluctance to spend time in Scripture actually reveal something about what we
fear God might expose in us?

The sermon draws a parallel between the Roman soldier's need for skill, discipline, and continual
practice with the sword and the Christian's need to wield the Word of God -- what does your current
level of biblical knowledge and practice suggest about your readiness for spiritual warfare?

Jesus responded to each of Satan's temptations in Matthew 4 with the phrase 'it is written,
demonstrating a pattern for spiritual battle -- how consistently are you applying specific Scripture
to the temptations and trials you face, and what would it look like to be more intentional about this?

Parents are the first disciplers of their children and must equip young hands with the sword of the
Spirit -- what practical steps could families take to make the Word of God a more central and living
part of their daily home life?

The sermon points out that civilizations, governments, technologies, and cultures all change, yet
the Word of God stands forever -- how should the eternal and unchanging nature of Scripture shape
the confidence with which we share it in a world that constantly dismisses or redefines truth?

The Bereans in Acts 17 searched the Scriptures daily to verify what they were being taught -- what
does this practice of personal biblical accountability suggest about the responsibility every believer
carries to know the Word well enough to discern truth from error?

The sermon warned that many people treat the Bible as an ordinary book and leave its power
untapped -- if you genuinely believed that the words in Scripture carried the supernatural power to
produce faith, bring eternal life, perform spiritual surgery, and keep you clean, how differently
would you approach your daily time in the Word?
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Small Group Guide: That Glorious Sword

Based on Ephesians 6:10-18

Overview

This guide is designed to help your group go deeper into the truths presented in the sermon on
the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. The goal is not simply to discuss ideas but to
walk away with a renewed commitment to the living, powerful Book God has placed in our

hands.

Key Takeaways

The Bible is not a man-made book. It was breathed out by God and written by holy men
moved by the Holy Spirit, making it unlike any other book in existence.

The Word of God possesses supernatural power. It produces faith, grants eternal life,
performs spiritual surgery on the heart, keeps believers clean, and builds them toward
maturity in Christ.

The sword of the Spirit is made for every hand, every age, every type of person, every
circumstance, and every season of life. No situation falls outside the reach of God's
Word.

Owning a Bible is not enough. Every believer is responsible to take up the sword
skillfully through reading, studying, memorizing, meditating on, obeying, and speaking
the Word of God.

Opening Question

Think of a time when a specific Bible verse or passage helped you through a difficult moment.
What was the situation, and what did God's Word do for you in that season?

Discussion Questions

On the Divine Author



1.
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In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Paul describes all Scripture as given by the inspiration of God and
useful for equipping the believer completely. What does it mean practically to treat the
Bible as though it truly came from God rather than from men?

In 2 Peter 1:19-21, Peter states that the written Word of God is more sure than even his
own firsthand experience of hearing the audible voice of God on the Mount of
Transfiguration. Why do you think God places such a high value on His written Word?
How should that shape the way we approach Scripture in our daily lives?

The sermon described how Jeremiah received God's words, dictated them to Baruch, and
then commanded Baruch to go and read them publicly. What does this process tell us
about God's intention for His Word to be heard, shared, and proclaimed?

On Its Supernatural Power

4.

Hebrews 4:12 describes the Word of God as living, powerful, and able to discern the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. The sermon made the point that when you read the
Bible, the Bible reads you. Have you experienced this? How did it affect you?

The sermon listed several things the Word of God does supernaturally: it produces faith,
grants eternal life, performs spiritual surgery, keeps us clean, and builds us toward
maturity. Which of these do you feel you most need right now, and why?

Romans 10:17 tells us that faith comes by hearing the Word of God. How have you seen
this to be true in your own life or in the life of someone you know?

On Its Skillful Use

7.

10.

The sermon used the example of Jesus in Matthew 4, where He responded to each of
Satan's temptations with the words, "It is written." What does this pattern teach us about
how we are supposed to fight spiritual battles? What would it look like for you to respond
that way in your most common area of temptation?

Psalm 119:11 describes hiding God's Word in the heart as a safeguard against sin. What
are some honest obstacles that keep you from memorizing Scripture? What is one
practical step you could take this week to begin or strengthen the habit?

The sermon described the Word of God as being made for every hand, every time in
history, every type of person, every circumstance, and every season of life. Which of
these truths is most meaningful to you personally right now, and why?

The sermon challenged parents and families to prioritize Scripture in the home, noting
that parents are the first disciplers of their children. Whether you have children or not,
what does it look like for you to be someone who passes the sword of the Spirit to the
next generation?

Practical Applications

Choose at least one of the following commitments to put into practice before your group meets

again.
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Read it daily. Set a specific time and place each day to open your Bible. Start with a single
chapter if you need to. The goal is consistency, not volume.

Study it carefully. Pick one passage from this week and study it more deeply. Look at the
context, compare it with related passages, and ask what God is saying and what He means.

Memorize it intentionally. Choose one verse this week to commit to memory. Write it on an
index card and carry it with you. Review it morning and night.

Meditate on it throughout the day. Take the verse you are memorizing and think about it
during ordinary moments, during your commute, during meals, or before you sleep. Ask God
what He wants to do in you through that verse.

Obey it immediately. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you one area of your life where you already
know what the Bible says but have not yet obeyed. Take a step of obedience this week.

Speak it to others. Share a verse with someone this week who is struggling. Write it in a card,
text it to a friend, or bring it up in conversation. Let the Word of God flow outward from your
life.

Group Challenge

As a group, agree on one Bible verse to memorize together before your next meeting. Hold each
other accountable, and at the start of your next session, give everyone the opportunity to recite it
from memory. Consider choosing a verse that speaks directly to a shared challenge your group is
facing.

Closing Prayer Focus

Close your time together by praying through these four requests.

1. Ask God to give each group member a deeper love for His Word and a genuine hunger to
be in it daily.

2. Ask God to bring to mind any area of life where His Word has been neglected or
disobeyed, and to give the courage to repent and realign.

3. Ask God to use each person as someone who passes the sword of the Spirit to those
around them, whether children, coworkers, neighbors, or friends who do not yet know
Christ.

4. Thank God for the extraordinary gift of His living, powerful, eternal Word, and for the
fact that He has placed it in our hands.
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5-Day Bible Reading Plan and Devotional
Guide

The Glorious Sword: Living in the Power of God's Word

Day 1: A Book Unlike Any Other
Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14-17

Devotional: The Bible is not a collection of human wisdom or religious opinion. It is the
breathed-out Word of Almighty God, given to equip every believer completely for every good
work. Paul reminded Timothy that from childhood the Scriptures had the power to make him
wise unto salvation. What you hold in your hands is not ordinary. It has crossed centuries,
outlasted empires, and changed countless lives. Before you read it today, pause and remember
whose words these are. Approach the Bible not as a habit to check off, but as a living message
from the King of all kings.

Reflection: Have you been treating the Bible as an ordinary book? Ask God to renew your sense
of wonder for His Word today.

Practical Application: Set aside a specific, distraction-free time today to read Scripture. Before
you begin, pray and ask the Holy Spirit to open your understanding and speak to your heart
through what you read.

Day 2: The Word That Stands Forever
Reading: Isaiah 40:6-8; Matthew 24:35

Devotional: Everything in this world fades. Careers end. Relationships change. Governments rise
and fall. Technology that seemed revolutionary becomes obsolete. Yet the Word of God stands
forever, as Isaiah declared and as Jesus Christ confirmed. The same Scriptures that guided Noah,
Abraham, Moses, David, and the apostle Paul are the same Scriptures available to you today.
Nothing has been lost. Nothing has expired. God designed this book for every generation, every
culture, and every circumstance. When the world around you feels unstable and uncertain, you
can anchor yourself to something that will never pass away. The Word of God is your
unshakable foundation.

Reflection: What areas of your life have you been anchoring to things that will eventually fade
rather than to the eternal Word of God?
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Practical Application: Write down one promise from Scripture that directly addresses a current
struggle or uncertainty in your life. Place it somewhere visible as a daily reminder that God's
Word stands firm.

Day 3: The Sword That Reads You
Reading: Hebrews 4:12-13; Psalm 139:23-24

Devotional: The Word of God is not passive. It is quick, powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, penetrating to the deepest parts of who you are. When you open the Bible, the
Bible opens you. It discerns your thoughts. It exposes your motives. It cuts through pride, self-
deception, and hidden sin with a precision that no human counselor or method can match. This
can feel uncomfortable, even frightening. But the same sword that cuts also heals. God does not
expose what is in your heart to condemn you but to change you. The surgery He performs
through His Word produces life, not destruction.

Reflection: Is there an area of your heart you have been reluctant to bring before God and His
Word? What might you be afraid of finding there?

Practical Application: Read a passage of Scripture slowly today, pausing after each verse to ask,
"Lord, what are you saying to me personally through this?" Allow the Word to examine you
rather than simply informing you.

Day 4: Faith Built on the Word
Reading: Romans 10:14-17; 2 Peter 1:16-21

Devotional: Peter had an experience that no other human being has ever had. He stood on the
Mount of Transfiguration, witnessed the unveiled glory of Jesus Christ, and heard the audible
voice of God the Father. Yet Peter declared that the written Word of God is more sure than even
that extraordinary experience. Faith built on feelings and experiences will eventually waver,
because feelings change and experiences fade. But faith built on the Word of God is supernatural
and unshakable. Romans 10:17 tells us that faith comes by hearing the Word of God. If your
faith feels weak today, return to the source.

Reflection: Are you building your faith primarily on experiences and emotions, or on the solid
foundation of Scripture? What does your daily relationship with the Bible reveal about where
your faith is rooted?

Practical Application: Identify one area where your faith has been struggling. Find two or three
Scripture passages that speak directly to that area and commit to reading them daily this week,
asking God to build your faith through His Word.
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Day 5: Take Up the Sword and Use It
Reading: Ephesians 6:10-18; Matthew 4:1-11

Devotional: A sword hanging on a wall wins no battles. The Word of God must be taken up,
carried, and wielded daily to be effective in the spiritual war every believer faces. When Jesus
Christ was tempted in the wilderness, He did not rely on willpower or personal determination.
He answered every assault of the enemy with the words, "It is written." He modeled for every
believer the pattern for victory. The sword of the Spirit is given to every hand, for every season,
in every circumstance. But it only works when it is used. Read it. Study it. Memorize it. Obey it.
Speak it. The battle belongs to those who wield the Word.

Reflection: In what specific areas of your life are you currently trying to fight spiritual battles
without consistently using the Word of God? What would it look like to respond to those battles
with "It is written"?

Practical Application: Choose three Scripture passages to memorize this week, each one
addressing a specific temptation or trial you regularly face. Write them on index cards, carry
them with you, and review them morning and evening until they are hidden in your heart.



