
1 Samuel – Week 8 – A Worldly Desire – Bible Study Helps 

Title: A Worldly Desire 

 

Sermon Summary: Drawing from 1 Samuel 8, this sermon examines a pivotal turning point in 
Israel's history when God's people rejected His direct rule and demanded a king so they could be 
like the surrounding nations. The sermon identifies three movements in the chapter: a real 
leadership problem caused by Samuel's corrupt sons, Israel's worldly desire to abandon God's 
unique calling in favor of conforming to the world, and the costly decision that followed when God 
granted their rebellious request. Throughout, the sermon challenges believers to recognize that 
problems in life are best answered by turning to God rather than to worldly solutions, and that 
conforming to the world is, at its root, a rejection of God's kingship. The sermon calls Christians to 
examine whether Christ is truly their king in practice, not merely in profession, and warns that God 
sometimes judges rebellion by giving people exactly what they sinfully desire. 

 

Key Points: 

- A legitimate problem can lead God's people into a disastrous decision when they respond to 
difficulty by looking to the world rather than to God 

- Samuel's sons were corrupt and unfit to lead, creating a genuine leadership crisis, but Israel's 
solution revealed a deeper spiritual problem: they did not want God to reign over them 

- God declared that Israel's demand for a king was not a rejection of Samuel but a rejection of God 
Himself as their king 

- The desire to be "like all the nations" represents an identity crisis among a people called to be set 
apart for God's purposes 

- The king they demanded would take their sons, daughters, fields, harvests, servants, animals, and 
freedom -- the word "take" is repeated six times, contrasting sharply with God's provision 

- Worldliness is defined as adopting the world's values, desires, priorities, standards, or identity 
rather than allowing Scripture to determine them 

- The motto of the world's system is self-will and self-pleasure, which stands in direct opposition to 
surrendering to Christ as Lord 

- God's response to persistent rebellion can itself be a form of judgment -- giving people what they 
want when what they want is not Him 

- Christians must distinguish between responding to problems by asking "what do I want to do" 
versus "what does God want me to do" 

- Faithful, lifelong service to God is both possible and the clear biblical pattern, as demonstrated by 
Samuel's entire life 
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Scripture Reference: 

- 1 Samuel 8:1-22 (primary text -- Israel demands a king) 

- Romans 12:1-2 -- a call not to be conformed to this world but to be transformed by the renewing of 
the mind 

- 1 John 2:15-17 -- a command not to love the world or the things in the world, with the reminder that 
the world and its lusts are passing away 

- Matthew 4:8-10 -- the devil's temptation of Christ with all the kingdoms of the world, and Christ's 
refusal 

- Leviticus 20 -- God's declaration that He had set Israel apart from other peoples to belong to Him 

- Galatians 6:7 -- the warning that God is not mocked and that whatever a man sows he will also 
reap 

 

Stories: 

- Abraham and Sarah in Genesis 16: Facing the problem of a delayed promise, Sarah devised her 
own solution by offering Hagar to Abraham, and Abraham agreed; the resulting birth of Ishmael 
produced conflict that, as the Bible foretells, continues in the Middle East to this day 

- Moses striking the rock in Numbers 20: Despite God's instruction to speak to the rock, Moses 
struck it in frustration; water came out, but God declared Moses would not enter the promised land, 
illustrating that even the greatest leaders face the consequences of responding to problems in the 
flesh 

- Lot choosing the land near Sodom in Genesis: Lot's decision to move toward what looked 
desirable led him progressively closer to Sodom until he was living there and ultimately lost most of 
his family 

- The temptation of Christ in Matthew 4: The devil offered Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and 
their glory; Christ refused, demonstrating the godly response to worldly desire by submitting to the 
Father's will 

- A missionary's experience on the mission field: An older missionary traveled to Africa expecting to 
reach people who had never heard the gospel, only to discover they had already heard and rejected 
it; in grief he cried out to God, and God impressed upon his heart that the mission was not about 
the missionary's expectations but about proclaiming Christ to all for whom He died 

- Two young men at the county fair: The pastor engaged two teenagers with the gospel; when asked 
when they would trust Christ, they were uncertain; when asked if they had ever known a young 
person who died, both said yes, referencing a peer who had recently died by suicide, underscoring 
the urgency of the gospel message 
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Discipleship Questions 

Samuel is described as a man who did not let any of God's words fall to the ground throughout his 
entire life -- what habits or disciplines do you think enabled that kind of lifelong faithfulness, and 
which of those could you cultivate more intentionally? 

The sermon points out that Israel had a legitimate problem with Samuel's corrupt sons but 
responded to it by looking to the world rather than to God -- can you think of a time when a real 
problem in your own life led you toward a worldly solution rather than a godly one, and what was the 
result? 

God told Samuel that Israel had not rejected Samuel but had rejected God as their king -- in what 
practical ways might a Christian today subtly reject God's kingship over their life while still 
maintaining the outward appearance of faith? 

The sermon draws a direct line between Israel's desire to be 'like all the nations' and the broader 
human tendency toward worldliness -- what specific cultural pressures do you feel most strongly 
pulling you away from a distinctly God-centered identity? 

Samuel's response to a deeply troubling situation was to pray, while Israel's response was to 
demand a king -- what does your default reaction to problems reveal about where your true trust is 
placed? 

The sermon emphasizes that God's solemn warning through Samuel described a king who would 
'take' from the people six times, ultimately stripping them of their freedom -- in what ways does 
following the world's values cost people more than they initially anticipated? 

Romans 12:1-2 calls believers not to be conformed to this world but to be transformed by the 
renewing of their minds -- what does that transformation look like in the context of the specific 
temptations and cultural pressures you face daily? 

The sermon raises the painful reality that even the most faithful parents, like Samuel, can have 
children who reject God -- how should the church support and encourage parents who are walking 
through that heartbreak without minimizing either the pain or the personal responsibility of each 
individual before God? 

The message describes worldliness as adopting the world's values, desires, priorities, standards, or 
identity rather than allowing the word of God to determine them -- by that definition, in which area 
of your life do you find it hardest to let Scripture set the standard? 

The sermon warns that one form of God's judgment is simply giving people what they sinfully desire, 
as He did with Israel's request for a king -- how does that truth change the way you think about 
unanswered prayers or situations where God seems to step back and let you have your own way? 
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Small Group Guide 

"A Worldly Desire" -- 1 Samuel 8 

 

BEFORE YOU MEET 

Encourage group members to read 1 Samuel 8 on their own before gathering. Ask them to come 

prepared to share one thing that stood out to them from the passage. 

 

KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM THE SERMON 

1. Real problems require godly responses. A legitimate leadership crisis in Israel became the 

occasion for a disastrous decision. The problem was real, but the solution they chose made 

everything worse. How we respond to problems often matters more than the problems 

themselves. 

2. Worldly desire is ultimately a rejection of God. When Israel demanded a king like the other 

nations, God told Samuel plainly: they have not rejected you, they have rejected me. Wanting 

what the world has is not a neutral preference -- it is a turning away from God as king. 

3. God warns before He allows. Before granting their request, God instructed Samuel to protest 

solemnly and lay out exactly what a human king would cost them. God was clear, thorough, and 

gracious in warning His people. They chose to ignore it anyway. 

4. God sometimes gives us what we want as a form of judgment. When Israel refused to 

listen, God told Samuel to give them what they asked for. Getting what we want outside of God's 

will can itself be the consequence. 

5. Worldliness is an identity crisis. God had set Israel apart to be His people. By demanding to 

be like all the nations, they were rejecting who God had called them to be. Christians face the 

same temptation to trade a God-defined identity for a world-defined one. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Opening Question 
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• Think of a time when a real, legitimate problem led you to make a decision you later 

regretted. Without going into unnecessary detail, what was the pattern you noticed in how 

you responded? 

Digging Into the Text -- 1 Samuel 8 

1. In verses 1 through 3, we see that Samuel's sons were corrupt and unjust. This was a 

genuine problem that needed to be addressed. Why do you think the elders jumped to 

demanding a king rather than bringing the problem back to God? What does that reveal 

about where their hearts already were? 

2. God tells Samuel in verse 7 that Israel had not rejected Samuel but had rejected God as 

their king. Why is that distinction important? How does reframing the issue that way 

change how we understand what was happening? 

3. God commanded Samuel to "protest solemnly" and warn the people about what a king 

would cost them. Samuel did exactly that, describing in detail how the king would take 

and take and take. The people heard the warning and said "nay" anyway. What does that 

tell us about the power of worldly desire over information and reason alone? 

4. The sermon pointed out that "he will take" appears six times in Samuel's warning. What 

is the contrast between what God offers as king and what the world's system takes? 

Where do you see that contrast playing out in everyday life today? 

5. Read Romans 12:1-2 together. How does the command to "be not conformed to this 

world" connect to what Israel was doing in 1 Samuel 8? What does conformity to the 

world actually look like in the life of a believer today -- not in obvious ways, but in subtle 

ones? 

6. Read 1 John 2:15-17 together. The sermon described worldliness as "adopting the world's 

values, desires, priorities, standards, or identity rather than allowing the word of God to 

determine them." Using that definition, where are Christians most tempted to be worldly 

in your community or generation specifically? 

7. The sermon made the point that Israel's demand was ultimately an identity crisis -- God 

had called them to be set apart, and they wanted to look like everyone else. How does a 

believer's identity in Christ serve as a defense against worldly desire? What happens 

when that identity is unclear or weakly held? 

8. God gave Israel what they wanted. Have you ever experienced a season where God 

allowed you to have something you wanted that was outside His will, and the 

consequences of that were themselves the lesson? How did that shape you? 

Reflection Question 

• The sermon asked: "Is Jesus Christ your true king?" Not in terms of church attendance or 

outward behavior, but in terms of daily allegiance -- whose values, whose priorities, 

whose agenda is actually shaping your decisions? Take a moment to answer that honestly 

before the group. 

 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS 
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This Week, Choose One of the Following: 

1. Audit Your Responses to Problems Think of one current problem or pressure point in your 

life. Write down the response you have been leaning toward. Then write down what it would 

look like to bring that problem to God first and wait for His direction before acting. Share what 

you discover with an accountability partner in your group. 

2. Identify One Area of Worldly Conformity Using the definition from the sermon -- adopting 

the world's values, desires, priorities, standards, or identity rather than allowing the word of God 

to determine them -- identify one specific area where you have been letting the world set the 

standard rather than Scripture. Bring it to God in prayer and identify one concrete step toward 

change. 

3. Memorize and Meditate on Romans 12:1-2 Commit these two verses to memory this week. 

Each morning, read them before engaging with your phone, news, or social media. Ask God to 

renew your mind before the world has a chance to shape it. 

4. Have an Honest Conversation If you are a parent, grandparent, or mentor, consider having a 

direct conversation with someone you are discipling about the cost of following the world versus 

the blessing of following God. Use 1 Samuel 8 as the framework. Do not moralize -- just walk 

through the text together and let God's Word do the work. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER POINTS 

Close your group time by praying together over the following: 

• Gratitude that God is patient and warns before He allows consequences 

• Confession of specific ways group members have desired the world over God's best 

• Renewed commitment to let God be king in practical, daily decisions 

• Anyone in the group or in your circles who has not yet trusted Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Savior 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Next week the group will continue in 1 Samuel. Encourage members to read chapters 9 and 10 in 

preparation, paying attention to how God works even within the consequences of Israel's choice. 
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5-Day Bible Reading and Devotional Guide 

Based on the Themes of 1 Samuel 8: A Worldly Desire 

 

Day 1: When Problems Lead Us to Prayer 

Reading: 1 Samuel 8:1-6; Philippians 4:6-7 

Devotional: Samuel's first response to an overwhelming problem was not panic or political 

scheming -- it was prayer. When the elders arrived with their demands, Samuel brought the 

matter directly to God. This is the pattern God calls every believer to follow. Real problems are 

guaranteed in this life. What separates the faithful from the faithless is not the absence of trouble 

but the direction we turn when trouble arrives. Before reaching for a worldly solution, pause. 

Bring the problem to God. His throne is always accessible through the blood of Jesus Christ, and 

His wisdom never fails. 

Personal Reflection: What problem in your life right now are you trying to solve without 

consulting God first? 

Practical Application: Write down your most pressing concern today. Before taking any action, 

spend five minutes in prayer, surrendering the situation to God and asking Him specifically what 

He wants you to do. 

 

Day 2: The Danger of Wanting What the World Has 

Reading: 1 John 2:15-17; Romans 12:1-2 

Devotional: Israel looked at the surrounding nations and said, "We want what they have." It is a 

strikingly modern impulse. The world's offerings are designed to appear satisfying while quietly 

draining everything that matters. God had already given Israel something no other nation 

possessed -- Himself as their King. Yet they traded that incomparable treasure for the promise of 

a human ruler who would ultimately take their sons, daughters, fields, and freedom. The world's 

program always promises more than it delivers and costs more than it advertises. God's program 

costs you nothing you cannot afford to lose and gives you everything that lasts forever. 

Personal Reflection: In what area of your life are you most tempted to want what the world has 

rather than what God has promised? 

Practical Application: Identify one worldly desire that has been competing for your devotion. 

Confess it to God today and ask Him to replace it with a deeper hunger for His will. 
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Day 3: God Was Already Their King 

Reading: Psalm 47:1-9; Revelation 19:11-16 

Devotional: One of the most sobering truths in 1 Samuel 8 is found in verse 7, where God tells 

Samuel that Israel has not rejected a man -- they have rejected God Himself as their King. God 

had thundered against Israel's enemies without a single sword being raised. He had provided, 

protected, and guided His people through every generation. Yet they looked at the nations around 

them and said they wanted something they could see. God is still King. He is not waiting to be 

crowned -- He is already reigning. The question is not whether God is King over creation. The 

question is whether He is King over your heart. 

Personal Reflection: In practical terms, who or what is actually functioning as king over your 

daily decisions, your finances, your time, and your relationships? 

Practical Application: Spend time today reading Psalm 47 aloud as an act of deliberate 

worship. Declare with your mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord over every area of your life you have 

been withholding from Him. 

 

Day 4: The Cost of Choosing the World 

Reading: Galatians 6:7-9; Hebrews 11:24-26 

Devotional: God did not withhold the consequences from Israel. He told them plainly and 

repeatedly -- the king they wanted would take their sons, their daughters, their fields, their tithes, 

their animals, and ultimately their freedom. The word "take" appears six times in Samuel's 

warning, and still the people said no. Moses, by contrast, chose to suffer with the people of God 

rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, because he understood that what the world 

offers is temporary and what God offers is eternal. Every choice carries a cost. The question is 

not whether you will pay -- it is what you will pay for and whether it will last. 

Personal Reflection: What has following the world already cost you in your relationships, your 

peace, your integrity, or your walk with God? 

Practical Application: Read Hebrews 11:24-26 slowly. Ask God to give you the long view -- 

the ability to see past temporary pleasure and to make decisions today based on what will matter 

in eternity. 
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Day 5: Return to the King Who Wants You Back 

Reading: Luke 15:11-24; 1 John 1:9 

Devotional: The most remarkable thread running through all of Scripture is not human rebellion 

-- it is divine pursuit. Israel rejected God as King, and yet God never stopped calling His people 

back. He warned them because He loved them. He allowed consequences because He was 

faithful. And He remained ready to receive them the moment they turned. The same is true for 

you today. No matter how far you have drifted toward the world, no matter how many warnings 

you have ignored or how many worldly desires have pulled you away from God's best, the King 

of the universe is still on His throne and still calling you home. Come back to Him today. 

Personal Reflection: Is there an area of your life where you have been saying "nay" to God the 

way Israel said "nay" to Samuel? What would it look like to say yes to God in that area today? 

Practical Application: Pray the words of 1 John 1:9 back to God as a personal confession. 

Name specific sins or worldly attachments by name. Receive His forgiveness, and take one 

concrete step today toward obedience in the area where you have been most resistant to His 

voice. 

 

 


