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ExplanatiOn of

Luthep’s Smalj Catechism Ta I ki n g a bOUt

The Third Article of the Creed

Sanctification

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

What does this mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, My Lord, or come to Him, but the
Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in
the true faith, just as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and
preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true faith, in which Christian church he daily forgives
abundantly all my sins, and the sins of all believers, and at the last day will raise up me and all the dead, and
will grant everlasting life to me and all who believe in Christ. This is most certainly true.

206 what do you mean when you say, “l believe
in the Holy Spirit”?

When | say | believe in the Holy Spirit, | mean that | place
myself in the care of the Holy Spirit and trust Him to help

me believe in Christ and live by God’s Word.

John 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your
remembrance all that I have said to you.”

207 Who is the Holy Spirit?

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity and true
God with the Father and the Son.

208 what is the work of the Holy Spirit?

The work of the Holy Spirit is to call, gather, enlighten,
sanctify, and preserve.

Scriptures are noted in the English Standard Version
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