
 

Sunday, November 27, 2022

1. What we leave UNGUARDED is prone to attack. (Proverbs 4:23; Philippians 4:8; 2 
Corinthians 10:5; 1 Chronicles 9:22; Nehemiah 4:14, 7:1; Matthew 6:22-23; Psalm 119:37; 
1 Timothy 5:8)


2. God’s children are not immune to GRIEF. (Isaiah 30:20-21, 43:2, 61:3; Psalm 23:4, 30:1-5, 
34:18; 1 Peter 5:10; Philippians 4:5-7; Romans 8:18,26; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18)


3. There are times when it seems that everyone and everything is AGAINST me. (Psalm 9:13, 
25:19, 41:7, 88:8; 109:3; Matthew 24:9; Luke 6:22; John 15:19; Romans 8:31)


4. When I am weak, may I STRENGTHEN myself in MY God. (Exodus 15:2; Deuteronomy 
31;6; Psalm 28:7, 59:16, 119:28; 2 Timothy 1:7; Isaiah 40:29, 41:10; 1 John 1:9)


5. Earnestly SEEK the Lord, ASK questions, and WAIT! (Matthew 6:33, 7:7-8; Jeremiah 
29:13; Deuteronomy 4:29; 1 Chronicles 16:11; Psalm 9:10; 27:14; 34:10, 38:15, 52:8-9, 
63:1, 118:10; Proverbs 3:5-6; Lamentations 3:25) 
 
 
How do we HEAR from God?


6. While clinging to God’s promises, STEP OUT in obedience. (Isaiah 1:19; John 14:15, 
15:14;      1 John 5:3; 2 John 1:6; Luke 11:28; James 1:22-25; 1 Samuel 15:22)


7. You might be tired and weary, but GO anyway! (Judges 8:4; Galatians 6:9; Matthew 
11:28-29)


8. God often provides in UNEXPECTED ways. (Isaiah 55:8-9; Habakkuk 1:5; 1 Corinthians 
10:13; Romans 8:28, 11:33-34; Ecclesiastes 11:5)


(1 Samuel 30:1-15)
LOOK U P



Taking it further to help you THRIVE… 
THRIVE Groups are where life and growth take place. We don't want to just say  “See 

you next week” as we leave each Sunday - we want to connect!
For more info on joining a THRIVE Group, visit thrivekg.org/thrive-groups.

1. Looking back at your notes from this week's teaching, was there anything that particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?


2. David and his men returned to Ziklag (which had been unguarded) to find it had been ransacked 
by the Amalekites. If we are not careful to ‘guard the gates’ in our lives, the enemy / opposition 
will come in and wreak havoc. Describe some ways you have left some gates unguarded and how 
the enemy has brought (or attempted to bring) destruction into your life. HOW do we ‘guard the 
gates’?


3. It is very possible that David was wrestling with feelings of isolation, especially in light of his own 
men speaking of stoning him (verse 6). It might have felt like he had no one he could turn to. How 
did he respond to this? What was the outcome? (How could he have responded differently that 
would have yielded terrible results? How had he done this before? How do we often do the 
same?)


4. If someone were to ask you, “How do I hear from the Lord?” - how would you respond?


5. God gave a clear mission and a promise to David (verse 8). What promises of God are you holding 
tightly to right now? (If you cannot think of any, you might want to seek His Word for specific 
verses you can cling to as you walk through your present struggles.)


6. When David set out to obey God’s command, two hundred of his men had to remain behind 
because of fatigue. Needless to say, David and the other 400 were tired too, but they pressed on! 
Read Judges 8:4 (and a few verses before and after for context.) Describe a time when you have 
been “exhausted” but still in “pursuit” of God and his calling. What goes through our minds in 
times like this? What keeps us going? 


7. Verse 11 says, “Then they found an Egyptian…”  This Egyptian slave ended up being David’s 
‘ticket’ to engage in the rescue mission to which God was calling him. Yes, God does provide, 
and in ways we often never saw coming. Why do you think God does this? How does knowledge 
of this grow our faith? Challenge our faith?



