
















DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS WHEN JESUS SEEMS LATE
JOHN 11:17–44

DAY ONE

BRING JESUS YOUR QUESTIONS
Read John 11:17–24 in your Bible.

BIG IDEA: TRUST JESUS WITH WHAT YOU CANNOT UNDERSTAND OR CONTROL.

TELL JESUS WHAT HAS BEEN HURTING OR CONFUSING YOU. ASK HIM TO HELP
YOU TURN TOWARD HIM INSTEAD OF PULLING AWAY.

PRAY

•  WHAT DISAPPOINTMENT OR UNANSWERED QUESTION DO YOU NEED TO BRING
HONESTLY TO JESUS?

CONTEXT
Jesus arrived in Bethany after His friend Lazarus had been dead for four days. Many people had
come to comfort Lazarus’s sisters, Martha and Mary. Earlier in the chapter, we learn that Jesus
loved this family, yet He had waited before coming.

When Martha met Jesus, she told Him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died” (John 11:21). Her words expressed both confidence in His power and disappointment that
He had not arrived sooner. Jesus did not turn her away for bringing Him her grief.

APPLICATION
Have you ever prayed about something and wondered why God did not answer the way you
hoped? Maybe a friendship fell apart, someone you love became sick, or a situation at home got
harder.

You can bring those questions to Jesus. Trusting Him does not mean pretending you are fine.
Martha came to Him while she was hurting, and you can too. His love for you is not measured by
how quickly your circumstances improve.

You do not have to hide your disappointment to come to Jesus.
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DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS WHEN JESUS SEEMS LATE
JOHN 11:17–44

DAY TWO

PUT YOUR HOPE IN JESUS
Read John 11:25–27 in your Bible.

THANK JESUS FOR OFFERING FORGIVENESS AND ETERNAL LIFE. ASK HIM TO HELP
YOU PLACE YOUR CONFIDENCE IN HIM.

PRAY

•  WHAT ARE YOU DEPENDING ON FOR SECURITY, AND HOW WOULD TRUSTING
JESUS CHANGE THE WAY YOU HOLD ONTO IT?

CONTEXT
Martha believed Lazarus would rise again at the future resurrection. Jesus directed her
attention to Himself: “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).

Jesus was claiming that victory over death and eternal life are found in Him. His followers still
experience physical death, but death cannot take away their life with God. Those who trust Him
will be raised to live with Him forever.

When Jesus asked whether she believed Him, Martha confessed that He was the Christ, the Son
of God. She expressed her faith before she saw her brother walk out of the tomb.

APPLICATION
It is easy to place your hope in something that can change: making the team, getting someone’s
approval, having a relationship, or receiving good news. Those things matter, but none can give
you lasting security.

Jesus offers something greater than temporary improvement. Through His death and
resurrection, He provides forgiveness and eternal life to everyone who trusts Him. Following
Him begins with depending on who He is and what He has done, rather than trying to earn
God’s acceptance.

Your deepest hope is a Person: Jesus.

session 4  |  Resurrection and Life 71



DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS WHEN JESUS SEEMS LATE
JOHN 11:17–44

DAY THREE

JESUS MEETS YOU IN YOUR GRIEF
Read John 11:28–37 in your Bible.

TELL JESUS WHERE YOU ARE HURTING. ASK HIM TO HELP YOU NOTICE SOMEONE
ELSE’S PAIN AND RESPOND WITH KINDNESS.

PRAY

•  WHO IN YOUR LIFE NEEDS YOU TO LISTEN AND SHOW COMPASSION THIS WEEK,
AND WHAT COULD YOU DO?

CONTEXT
Mary came to Jesus and expressed the same sorrow Martha had: if He had been there, Lazarus
would not have died. Jesus saw Mary weeping and the people with her grieving. He was deeply
moved and troubled.

Then John records two simple words: “Jesus wept” (John 11:35).

Jesus knew He was about to raise Lazarus. Still, He entered the sorrow of the people He loved.
His power over death did not make Him indifferent to their pain.

APPLICATION
Sometimes people rush past someone’s pain by saying, “Everything will be fine.” Jesus shows us
that grief deserves compassion. Tears are not evidence that someone lacks faith.

You can bring sadness, loneliness, and loss to Him. You can also reflect His care when a friend is
hurting. You do not need a perfect explanation. Listening, sitting beside someone, and praying
with them can communicate love more clearly than a quick answer.

Jesus cares about the pain you are carrying.
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DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS WHEN JESUS SEEMS LATE
JOHN 11:17–44

DAY FOUR

TRUST JESUS BEYOND WHAT YOU CAN SEE
Read John 11:38–42 in your Bible.

NAME THAT STEP BEFORE GOD. ASK HIM FOR COURAGE TO OBEY AND TRUST
HIM WITH WHAT YOU CANNOT CONTROL.

PRAY

•  WHAT IS ONE CLEAR STEP OF OBEDIENCE YOU HAVE BEEN AVOIDING BECAUSE
YOU ARE AFRAID OF WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN?

CONTEXT
Jesus came to the tomb and instructed the people to remove the stone. Martha objected
because Lazarus had been dead for four days. From her perspective, opening the tomb would
only expose the reality of death.

Jesus reminded her of His words about believing and seeing God’s glory. After the stone was
removed, He prayed aloud so the people would recognize that the Father had sent Him.

This miracle would reveal Jesus’ identity and power. It was not a formula promising that people
could receive any miracle they wanted if they believed strongly enough.

APPLICATION
Trusting Jesus can be difficult when everything you see gives you a reason to worry. Faith
means relying on His character and responding to what He has revealed, even while you have
questions.

For you, obedience might mean admitting a lie, asking a trusted adult for help, forgiving
someone, or refusing to join in when friends mistreat another person. You cannot control every
outcome. You can take the next step Jesus has made clear.

Faith takes the next step while trusting Jesus with the outcome.
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DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS WHEN JESUS SEEMS LATE
JOHN 11:17–44

DAY FIVE

JESUS HAS AUTHORITY OVER DEATH
Read John 11:43–44 in your Bible.

THANK JESUS FOR DYING FOR YOUR SINS AND RISING AGAIN. TELL HIM WHERE
YOU NEED HOPE, AND ASK HIM TO HELP YOU LIVE WITH CONFIDENCE IN HIS

PROMISES.

PRAY

•  HOW DOES JESUS’ VICTORY OVER DEATH GIVE YOU HOPE FOR SOMETHING YOU
ARE FACING TODAY?

CONTEXT
Jesus called Lazarus out of the tomb, and the man who had been dead came out alive. Lazarus
was still wrapped in burial cloths, so Jesus told the people to unbind him and let him go.

This was an actual miracle involving a man who had died. It revealed Jesus’ authority over death
and pointed ahead to His own resurrection. Lazarus would eventually die again, but Jesus would
rise victorious, never to die again.

APPLICATION
The same Jesus who stood outside Lazarus’s tomb would go to the cross for our sins. He would
then rise from the dead, securing forgiveness and eternal life for everyone who trusts Him.

This passage does not promise that every loss will be reversed during this life. It gives us a
greater promise: death will not have the final word for those who belong to Jesus.

You may still face grief, fear, or unanswered questions. You can face them knowing that your
Savior is alive. Your future rests in His hands.

Because Jesus lives, death does not get the final word.
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