RESURRECTION AND 4 /f£E

aim CHRIST CONNECTION

When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He showed that He has power over death. Jesus said, “I am
the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). Because Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead, we
have full assurance that Jesus will one day defeat death forever and resurrect us from the dead.



{FEr /AN DFAITH

This week, we're covering the passages and main points below. But we encourage you to dig in
and read all of the content on this timeline.

JOHN 11:17-37

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.

18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother
will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on
the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.
Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son
of God, who is coming into the world.” 28 When she had said this, she went and called her
sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she
heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but
was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the
house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw
him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping,
he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how

1”

he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man

also have kept this man from dying?”

JOHN 11:38-44

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord,
by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did

I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the
stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me.

42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around,
that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound
with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let
him go.”
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MAIN POINT

Because Jesus has authority
over life and death, we can
trust Him entirely.

THEOLOGY
COVWECTION

RESURRECTION

Both the Old and New
Testaments teach that
one day believers will
experience a resurrection
of the body from the dead
(Isa. 26:19; Ezek. 37:12-14;
John 11). The promise of
the resurrection is found in
the resurrection of Jesus
from the dead, and it will
take place at His return

in the future. Because
Jesus was the firstfruits
of the resurrection,
Christians can be assured
that their resurrection
will be both bodily and
glorious (Phil. 3:20-21;
Rom. 8:22-23). The hope
of the future resurrection
gives Christians confidence
that death has been
defeated in Jesus’s death
and resurrection.
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JOHN 11:17-37

+ How did Mary and Martha react to Jesus’s delay? How
did they feel?

« Why do you think Jesus wept (v. 35)?

+ Read verse 37. When have you wrestled with thoughts
like these—that God could’ve prevented suffering but
didn’t? Why doesn’t He?

JOHN 11:38-44

+ What does Martha’s comment about the odor reveal
about her thoughts (v. 39)?

« What does Jesus calling Lazarus out of the tomb reveal
about His authority over death?

+ How should believing Jesus defeated death change the

way we live now?

HOW WOULD YOUR LIFE LOOK DIFFERENT IF YOU
LEANED ON FAITH INSTEAD OF HUMAN LOGIC? HOW
DOES THIS PASSAGE STRENGTHEN YOUR FAITH?

CULTURAL

Our world moves quickly. We order fast food and within minutes,
the meal is ready. We live fast-paced lives. How has this affected us?
Well, many of us aren’t good at waiting. Moving slowly or patiently
isn’t our preference. But our desire for instant gratification harms
us when it comes to our relationship with God. We wrestle with
praying to and trusting in a God who may not give us what we

ask for immediately—or at all. We especially struggle when God'’s
answer results in discomfort, pain, loss, or disappointment. We
may question if God is good and if He can be trusted. But we must
remember that God is eternal in His nature and understanding.
When His timing or His answer doesn’t meet our expectations, we
can actually breathe a sigh of relief. Why? Because God sees what
we don’t see and knows what we don’t know. More importantly,

God does what is good because He is good (Ps. 119:68). When our
circumstances don't feel good in the moment, we can know that our
good God will do only what is good and what brings Him glory.
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DAY ONE

PSALM 34:17-18

If God delivers His children from “all of their troubles,” then why do we still experience pain?
“All their troubles” does not mean a life free from suffering; it points to the faithful compassion
of God, His steadfast presence, and the ultimate rescue of His children that will take place
when He comes back. The Lord doesn’t ignore pain. He is a God who listens. He hears every
cry and sees every hardship. He promises that rescue will come, but it does not always look
the way we think it should. Deliverance can take place in many different ways: strength to
persevere through a trial, comfort in the midst of pain, or ultimate restoration found in
eternity with Christ. While we cannot expect to see total deliverance from all our troubles here
on earth, we can expect to be held and seen by a loving God until we experience that ultimate
deliverance. We see a clear picture of the nearness of God and heartache coexisting in John 11.
When Jesus arrived after the death of His friend, Lazarus, we see that Mary and Martha are
grieving deeply. Both Mary and Martha suggested that if Jesus had made it to them faster,
Lazarus would still be alive. Jesus knew what was coming next. He knew that He had the
power to raise Lazarus from the dead, but His knowledge of the future did not stop Him from
entering into Mary and Martha’s sorrow and being “deeply moved” by it. This should remind
us of the beautiful truth that God is not distant while we are hurting; He intentionally draws
near and enters our sorrow. Just like Mary and Martha, we don’t always understand or agree
with God’s timeframe, nor do we see the whole picture, but we can trust in His promises. While
God’s Word doesn’t guarantee that His love will come in the form of instant solutions, we are
promised that His love will show up in the form of His presence, no matter the circumstance.

e HAVE YOU EVER FELT LIKE GOD WAS DISTANT FROM YOU WHILE
YOU WERE HURTING? WHAT MADE YOU FEEL THAT WAY?

¢ HOW DOES KNOWING THAT GOD PROMISES TO BE PRESENT AT
ALL TIMES CHANGE THE WAY YOU VIEW SUFFERING?

HEAVENLY FATHER, THANK YOU FOR NOT ALWAYS
ANSWERING MY PRAYERS IN THE WAY I THINK YOU
SHOULD. YOUR WAYS AND YOUR THOUGHTS ARE
FAR HIGHER THAN MINE, AND I TRUST THAT YOUR
PLANS FOR ME ARE GOOD EVEN WHEN I CAN’T SEE
THE GOOD IN MY CIRCUMSTANCE.
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DAY TWO

ISAIAH 53:1-3

We're often surprised when our expectations are wrong. Jews had expectations for the
Messiah, and Jesus was not the Messiah the people expected. Instead of coming in power with
prestige and popularity, He was rejected. Jesus was no stranger to suffering and pain. He was
not hidden from hardship; He entered fully into a broken world and took on the total penalty of
sin. When we are hurting, it is easy to feel like God is far off and doesn’t understand what we
are going through, but that couldn’t be further from the truth. Isaiah 53 shows us that Jesus
not only understands our feelings, but He experienced them. He is familiar with the pain of
being misunderstood, mocked, dismissed, and rejected. Not only did He feel emotional pain,
but He experienced spiritual and physical anguish as well. We don’t serve a distant and blind
God. We commune personally with a Savior who walked through deep suffering. In the main
passage from this week, we see a connection to Isaiah 53. The Son of God chose to bear the
weight of emotional pain alongside those He loved who were grieving. Seeing Jesus weep in
John 11 and described as the Suffering Servant in the book of Isaiah helps us to realize His
empathy for us. When we feel that we don’t belong and our pain doesn’t matter, we can rest in
the fact that Jesus understands and sees us. Because we serve a risen Savior who knows our
pain, we can bring every hurt to Jesus and trust that we will be met with compassion and with
the promise that our suffering will not have the final word.

e WHAT EFFECT DOES THIS DESCRIPTION OF JESUS HAVE ON YOU?

* INSTEAD OF COMING AS THE POWERFUL KING ISRAEL
EXPECTED, JESUS WAS BORN AS A BABY AND EXPERIENCED
ALL TYPES OF SUFFERING WHILE HERE. WHY IS THE TRUTH THAT
JESUS WAS NOT SHIELDED FROM SUFFERING COMFORTING?

JESUS, THANK YOU FOR EXPERIENCING ALL TYPES
OF SUFFERING, EVEN DEATH ON A CROSS, SO THAT
WE COULD HAVE A SAVIOR WHO UNDERSTANDS US.
HELP ME TO REMEMBER YOUR EMPATHY SO THAT I
CAN RUN TO YOU MORE QUICKLY IN TRIALS.
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ISAIAH 53:4-9

This passage shifts the focus from Jesus understanding what we walk through to Him carrying
what belonged to us. Jesus didn’t come only to walk with those who were suffering, but He
stepped into our brokenness and took our suffering upon Himself. Isaiah points out that
Jesus’s suffering was not punishment for His own mistakes but ours. This truth has the power
to set us free. We don’t have to carry the weight that Jesus died to release us from. Mistakes
we wish we could unmake, the pressure to perform perfectly, guilt over wrong choices, shame
from hidden darkness in our lives—Jesus took the weight of all this and more on Himself

and carried it to the cross. Isaiah prophesied: “He was pierced for our transgressions; he was
crushed for our iniquities.” The punishment that we deserved fell on Jesus, not by accident,
but because He willingly accepted it in obedience to the Father. Jesus was completely innocent,
yet He willingly took on the pain and consequences He didn’t deserve because of His great
love for us. Unlike many of the people who witnessed Jesus’s crucifixion, we know that His
suffering wasn’t meaningless or random. His suffering was God’s plan, making His desire for
restoration possible and available to all people. Jesus died in our place and made a way for us
to have freedom from the weight we were never designed to carry alone. Because of this, we
must stop trying to pick back up and carry what He already left in the grave. Jesus not only
understood our pain; He took it upon Himself so we could walk in the freedom He won for us
instead of the condemnation we deserved.

e WHAT WEIGHT ARE YOU CARRYING EVEN THOUGH JESUS TOOK
IT ON HIMSELF?

¢ HOW SHOULD THE TRUTH THAT JESUS DID NOT EARN THE
PUNISHMENT HE RECEIVED, BUT HE TOOK THE PENALTY WE
DESERVED, CHANGE THE WAY WE LIVE?

JESUS, THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE PUNISHMENT I
DESERVED AND THE WEIGHT OF GUILT AND SHAME
ON YOURSELF. HELP ME TO LIVE IN THE FREEDOM
YOU WON FOR ME.
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DAY FOUR

ISAIAH 53:10-12

Have you ever been deceived by how something looked? Maybe the way it appeared was
drastically different in person than you expected. Appearances can be deceiving, and Jesus'’s
death certainly appeared like loss. Isaiah 53 reminds us that Jesus’s suffering did not end

in defeat but in victory. This passage shows us that even in death, God was working out the
greatest redemption story to ever be written. The perfect Son of God gave His life as a final
sacrifice for sin. Although He had done no wrong, “it was the will of the LORD to crush him”
so that many would be brought into right standing with God. Just like the death of Lazarus
wasn't final, Jesus rose from the grave, claiming victory over death and changing the end of
the story for those who would put their trust in Him. Because of the victory of Christ, suffering
no longer has the final word, and sin and death no longer have power to define the ending of
our story.

Let’s think back to Mary and Martha. While they had heard of the ending of the story, they

had no idea what the next chapter held for them and for their brother, for whom they were
grieving. As far as they knew, their brother’s death was final, and all hope was lost. They

were confused and hurt that Jesus had not gotten there in time to heal him. In the same way,
we may walk through times when life feels confusing, unfair, lonely, and disappointing, but
because Jesus bore our sin and conquered the grave, we know that life exists even in situations
that seem like loss. This prophecy written in Isaiah and fulfilled in the Gospels reminds us that
God is always moving in ways that we cannot see and may not understand, but we can walk
with hope knowing that He has already won the ultimate victory for us.

e WHY DOES JESUS’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION GIVE US THE
ABILITY TO WALK WITH HOPE, EVEN WHEN WE SUFFER?

e GOD IS FAITHFUL TO KEEP HIS WORD. HOW DOES REFLECTING
ON THE FULFILLED PROPHECIES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
ENCOURAGE YOU IN DIFFICULT TIMES?

LORD, THANK YOU FOR BEING A GOD
WHO IS ALWAYS WORKING BEHIND THE
SCENES TO BRING ABOUT YOUR PLANS

AND PURPOSES. HELP ME TO TAKE JOY IN
REMEMBERING THAT BECAUSE OF WHO YOU
ARE, SUFFERING ISN’T FINAL.
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JOHN 11:1-4; ROMANS 8:28
P e

When Jesus was told that His friend, Lazarus, had become sick, He said something that would have
shocked anyone who heard it: Lazarus’s illness was for the “glory of God.” Jesus then intentionally
waited two days before traveling to see Lazarus and his sisters, and during this timeframe,

Lazarus died. To those who were mourning, this death felt confusing, unnecessary, and painful.
Jesus deeply loved Lazarus, yet He allowed his death to happen in order that God’s glory was
revealed, even through pain. God’s glory through our pain is something that can be hard to see and
understand when our own pain often feels pointless. While walking through loss, disappointment,
mental health struggles, or family issues, we understandably question why God would allow

us to hurt. Jesus, when He wept over Lazarus’s death, shows us that while we shouldn’t deny

the existence of pain, we should remember that pain and death do not have the final word.
Romans 8:28 reminds us that God works all things together for the good of those who love Him.
This “good” should not be misinterpreted as the absence of pain because, as believers, Jesus
promised we will have trouble in this world (John 16:33). Instead, we should remember that this
“good” represents God'’s greater purpose of making us more like His Son, which He can accomplish
through working all things together. His plans are good, and they cannot be stopped. In the story
of Lazarus’s death, the “good” accomplished was God’s glory revealed and lives changed through
belief in Jesus. God is not the author of pain, but like we see in this passage, He does use it to draw
people to faith. Even when we don’t understand why difficult things happen, we can be confident
that God is present in our pain with us and that our suffering isn’t the end.

e MANY PEOPLE BELIEVED IN JESUS AS A RESULT OF LAZARUS’S
DEATH. HOW DOES THIS CHALLENGE YOU TO REFRAME YOUR
THOUGHTS ABOUT YOUR OWN TRIALS?

e KNOWING THAT THE “GOOD” IN ROMANS 8:28 REFERS TO GOD’S
WILL, HOW CAN THE TRUTH THAT HE WORKS ALL THINGS
TOGETHER FOR GOOD ENCOURAGE YOU?

FRAY

FATHER, THANK YOU FOR BEING THE ONLY ONE WHO
IS CAPABLE OF WORKING ALL THINGS TOGETHER
FOR GOOD. WHEN I FEEL LIKE SOMETHING IS TOO

DARK TO BE USED FOR GOOD, REMIND ME THAT
NOTHING IS OUTSIDE OF YOUR CONTROL.
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DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS N 174

DAY ONE

BRING JESUS YOUR QUESTIONS

Read John 11:17-24 in your Bible.
BIG IDEA: TRUST JESUS WITH WHAT YOU CANNOT UNDERSTAND OR CONTROL.

Jesus arrived in Bethany after His friend Lazarus had been dead for four days. Many people had
come to comfort Lazarus’s sisters, Martha and Mary. Earlier in the chapter, we learn that Jesus
loved this family, yet He had waited before coming.

When Martha met Jesus, she told Him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died” (John 11:21). Her words expressed both confidence in His power and disappointment that
He had not arrived sooner. Jesus did not turn her away for bringing Him her grief.

Have you ever prayed about something and wondered why God did not answer the way you
hoped? Maybe a friendship fell apart, someone you love became sick, or a situation at home got
harder.

You can bring those questions to Jesus. Trusting Him does not mean pretending you are fine.
Martha came to Him while she was hurting, and you can too. His love for you is not measured by
how quickly your circumstances improve.

You do not have to hide your disappointment to come to Jesus.

e WHAT DISAPPOINTMENT OR UNANSWERED QUESTION DO YOU NEED TO BRING
HONESTLY TO JESUS?

TELL JESUS WHAT HAS BEEN HURTING OR CONFUSING YOU. ASK HIM TO HELP
YOU TURN TOWARD HIM INSTEAD OF PULLING AWAY.
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DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS N 174

DAY TWO

PUT YOUR HOPE IN JESUS

Read John 11:25-27 in your Bible.

Martha believed Lazarus would rise again at the future resurrection. Jesus directed her
attention to Himself: “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).

Jesus was claiming that victory over death and eternal life are found in Him. His followers still
experience physical death, but death cannot take away their life with God. Those who trust Him
will be raised to live with Him forever.

When Jesus asked whether she believed Him, Martha confessed that He was the Christ, the Son
of God. She expressed her faith before she saw her brother walk out of the tomb.

It is easy to place your hope in something that can change: making the team, getting someone’s
approval, having a relationship, or receiving good news. Those things matter, but none can give
you lasting security.

Jesus offers something greater than temporary improvement. Through His death and
resurrection, He provides forgiveness and eternal life to everyone who trusts Him. Following
Him begins with depending on who He is and what He has done, rather than trying to earn
God’s acceptance.

Your deepest hope is a Person: Jesus.

e WHAT ARE YOU DEPENDING ON FOR SECURITY, AND HOW WOULD TRUSTING
JESUS CHANGE THE WAY YOU HOLD ONTO IT?

THANK JESUS FOR OFFERING FORGIVENESS AND ETERNAL LIFE. ASK HIM TO HELP
YOU PLACE YOUR CONFIDENCE IN HIM.
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DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS N 174

JESUS MEETS YOU IN YOUR GRIEF

Read John 11:28-37 in your Bible.

CONTEXT

Mary came to Jesus and expressed the same sorrow Martha had: if He had been there, Lazarus
would not have died. Jesus saw Mary weeping and the people with her grieving. He was deeply
moved and troubled.

Then John records two simple words: “Jesus wept” (John 11:35).

Jesus knew He was about to raise Lazarus. Still, He entered the sorrow of the people He loved.
His power over death did not make Him indifferent to their pain.

APPLICATION
Sometimes people rush past someone’s pain by saying, “Everything will be fine.” Jesus shows us
that grief deserves compassion. Tears are not evidence that someone lacks faith.

You can bring sadness, loneliness, and loss to Him. You can also reflect His care when a friend is
hurting. You do not need a perfect explanation. Listening, sitting beside someone, and praying
with them can communicate love more clearly than a quick answer.

Jesus cares about the pain you are carrying.

e WHO IN YOUR LIFE NEEDS YOU TO LISTEN AND SHOW COMPASSION THIS WEEK,
AND WHAT COULD YOU DO?

TELL JESUS WHERE YOU ARE HURTING. ASK HIM TO HELP YOU NOTICE SOMEONE
ELSE’S PAIN AND RESPOND WITH KINDNESS.
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DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS N 174

DAY FOUR

TRUST JESUS BEYOND WHAT YOU CAN SEE

Read John 11:38-42 in your Bible.

Jesus came to the tomb and instructed the people to remove the stone. Martha objected
because Lazarus had been dead for four days. From her perspective, opening the tomb would
only expose the reality of death.

Jesus reminded her of His words about believing and seeing God’s glory. After the stone was
removed, He prayed aloud so the people would recognize that the Father had sent Him.

This miracle would reveal Jesus’ identity and power. It was not a formula promising that people
could receive any miracle they wanted if they believed strongly enough.

Trusting Jesus can be difficult when everything you see gives you a reason to worry. Faith
means relying on His character and responding to what He has revealed, even while you have
questions.

For you, obedience might mean admitting a lie, asking a trusted adult for help, forgiving
someone, or refusing to join in when friends mistreat another person. You cannot control every
outcome. You can take the next step Jesus has made clear.

Faith takes the next step while trusting Jesus with the outcome.

e WHAT IS ONE CLEAR STEP OF OBEDIENCE YOU HAVE BEEN AVOIDING BECAUSE
YOU ARE AFRAID OF WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN?

NAME THAT STEP BEFORE GOD. ASK HIM FOR COURAGE TO OBEY AND TRUST
HIM WITH WHAT YOU CANNOT CONTROL.
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DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS WHEN JESUS SEEMS LATE

JOHN 11:17-44

JESUS HAS AUTHORITY OVER DEATH

Read John 11:43-44 in your Bible.

Jesus called Lazarus out of the tomb, and the man who had been dead came out alive. Lazarus
was still wrapped in burial cloths, so Jesus told the people to unbind him and let him go.

This was an actual miracle involving a man who had died. It revealed Jesus’ authority over death
and pointed ahead to His own resurrection. Lazarus would eventually die again, but Jesus would
rise victorious, never to die again.

The same Jesus who stood outside Lazarus’s tomb would go to the cross for our sins. He would
then rise from the dead, securing forgiveness and eternal life for everyone who trusts Him.

This passage does not promise that every loss will be reversed during this life. It gives us a
greater promise: death will not have the final word for those who belong to Jesus.

You may still face grief, fear, or unanswered questions. You can face them knowing that your
Savior is alive. Your future rests in His hands.

Because Jesus lives, death does not get the final word.

e HOW DOES JESUS' VICTORY OVER DEATH GIVE YOU HOPE FOR SOMETHING YOU
ARE FACING TODAY?

THANK JESUS FOR DYING FOR YOUR SINS AND RISING AGAIN. TELL HIM WHERE
YOU NEED HOPE, AND ASK HIM TO HELP YOU LIVE WITH CONFIDENCE IN HIS
PROMISES.
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