
 

 

NEWS FROM EMMANUEL: October 17, 2026
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Our sovereign, saving God says to us, “I am the Lord, and there is no other. I form light and create darkness, I 
make well-being and create calamity, I am the Lord, who does all these things” (Isaiah 45:7) and, today, you 
can be absolutely certain that “in all (these) things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have 
been called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). God is in control. And God is for you.    
 

The information we've included in this newsletter is designed to help our Emmanuel family stay connected and 
involved. You can view our monthly calendar here. Thanks for your interest and for all you do to strengthen the 
ministry we share. 
 

Together in Christ, 
Pastor Eggold and Pastor Sheafer  

 

WORSHIP, SUNDAY SCHOOL, SUNDAY BIBLE CLASSES, 
WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDIES 

 
NEW! 21st Sunday After Pentecost 
Saturday, October 17 

• 5:00 p.m. (Holy Communion) 
 

Sunday, October 18 

• 8:00 a.m.  

• 10:30 a.m. (Holy Communion) 
 

Wednesday, October 21 

• 11:30 a.m. (Holy Communion) 
 
NEW! Prayers for PALS 
Peer Assisted Learning Strategies (PALS) is a ministry of Emmanuel that partners with Washington Elementary 
to support 2nd and 3rd graders. Each week for eight weeks, these students join us in Ebenezer Hall, where we 
share snacks, explore the love of Jesus, read, and play together. We will pray for the students in our weekly 
worship services. This week, we are praying for Camilla and Freddie. 
 
Fall Christian Education 
Our Sunday morning Christian Education Hour, 9:15-10:15 a.m., is up and running for the Fall Season. There 
are classes for children through adult. Parents, register your children for Sunday School here. Registration 
helps us keep our records up to date and informs our leaders of any special needs children have. Thanks! 
Click here for the Fall 2026 Christian Education opportunities. 
Some of the highlights include: 

https://emmanuellutheran.org/church-calendar
https://emmanuellutheran.breezechms.com/form/3c5f339919
https://storage1.snappages.site/2KWHQF/assets/files/2026-10-16-Fall-Christian-Education-UPDA-14.pdf


• Sunday School for Little Flock-Fifth Grade 

• Confirmation classes for Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grade 

• High School Bible Study 

• Lutheran Christianity (Adults) 

• Study of Ephesians (Adults) 
We will also offer weekday studies that include: 

• LifeLight Bible Class 

• Pastor’s Bible Study 

• Several Bible studies for men and women of all ages. 
 
NEW! New Sunday Adult Bible Class 
Faith, Life, and Worship will begin Sunday, November 1, during the Christian Education Hour, 9:15-1015 a.m.  
Come learn about the Biblical roots for our worship practices and the ways that our worship life can impact 
everyday of our life. 
Leaders: Matt Johnston and Pastor Mark Sheafer 
Location: Ebenezer-Lower Level 
 
NEW! Pastor’s Bible Study Online 

Each week, Pastors Eggold and Sheafer lead a video Bible Study based on the Readings 
for the coming Sunday. Click here to view this week’s study, as well as over 300 more 
video Bible Studies led by our pastors. 
 
 

NEW! UPDATE: David—The Anointed One 
The new weekly Tuesday evening Bible study for women will now begin at 6:00 p.m., in the lower level of 
Ebenezer. Join us as we discover more about David—son of Jesse, shepherd, musician, poet, warrior, fugitive, 
friend, husband, father, and king. 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Pictorial Directory Update 
We are pleased to report that all our directory materials have been submitted to Universal Church Directories 
and we are in the production phase. Their design team will use the information, photos, and content we 
provided to create a proof copy for review before the directory goes to print. Thank you for your patience as 
this process moves forward. We look forward to sharing the finished directory with our church family in the 
coming months. 

 

GET INVOLVED 

 
Still Time to Sign Up for Junior Chorale 
It's not too late to join our new choir, the Emmanuel Junior Chorale, for those in 1st-12th Grade. Come and sing 
with us for Christ the King Sunday, a midweek Advent service, and the Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m. service. We 
would love to have as many voices as possible, even if you can only sing for one service. Rehearsals start 
Thursday, October 22.  Sign up here ASAP. 
 
 
 

https://www.emmanuellutheran.org/pastor-s-bible-study?sapurl=LytiNjZ5L2xiL21zLyszN3lqcGMzP2VtYmVkPXRydWUmcmVjZW50Um91dGU9YXBwLndlYi1hcHAubGlicmFyeS5tZWRpYS1zZXJpZXMmcmVjZW50Um91dGVTbHVnPSUyQjM3eWpwYzM=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVvxTWIQG_gAK_eFNAIwKuTlLqa_kHNmUbdwnVOqoCA9zzRQ/viewform?pli=1


Lunch Bunch 
All of our senior members are encouraged to join us for our next Emmanuel Lunch Bunch 
activity on Tuesday, October 20. Our special guest speaker will be our very own Emmanuel 
member Alex Kiefer, President and CEO of Lutheran Life Villages. His conversation with us 
will focus on the “Housing and Services in a Silver Tsunami” which promises to be an eye-
opening look into the changes in today's marketplace for senior housing and services which 
includes a range of options available locally. Come prepared to learn about the current 

trends. Alex will also answer your questions at the close of his presentation.  
Our fellowship time starts at 11:00 a.m. in the lower level of Ebenezer Hall where lunch will be served at noon 
followed by our guest speaker about 12:30 p.m. The lunch cost is $10.00 per person that day.  Hoping to see 
many of you for this timely presentation. 
 
NEW! Visual Faith Ministry 
Join us for our Visual Faith workshop on Tuesday, November 3, 6:00-8:00 p.m., in Ebenezer 
Hall. We will work on 2027 Gratitude & Prayer Journals. 

• What can we learn from our pastors about growing in prayer and drawing closer to 
God? Join us for a special evening with Pastor Eggold and Pastor Sheafer as they share 
insights into their personal prayer lives and practices. Then, we’ll get creative as we 
begin putting together our 2027 Gratitude & Prayer Journals. 

• What if taking just a few moments each day could help you notice God’s goodness more clearly and 
deepen our prayer life? As you go about your days, take a moment to record two things: one blessing 
you’re thankful for and one prayer you’re lifting to God. Over time, these simple practices can help you 
recognize God’s faithfulness, reflect on His presence, and see how He is at work in your life. 

• New to Gratitude & Prayer Journaling? You’re invited! Come explore this meaningful practice, enjoy 
fellowship, and discover a fresh way to grow in your faith. All supplies are provided. Please sign up at 
the Connections Counter. We look forward to sharing this special evening with you! 

 
NEW! Join Us For Friendsgiving 
First Impressions is a monthly gathering where women of all ages connect, refresh, and encourage one 
another through fellowship and conversation. For our next gathering, we’ll celebrate friendship with a soup-
supper potluck on Wednesday, November 4, 6:00-7:30 p.m., in Ebenezer Hall. Bring a soup or side to share 
and feel free to bring a friend. We look forward to connecting as we approach Thanksgiving! 
 
Veterans Luncheon 
The Emmanuel Life Team is inviting all our veterans to a special luncheon on Wednesday, November 11, at 
11:30 a.m., in the lower level of Ebenezer (there is elevator access). You are welcome to invite a guest. Please 
RSVP by Sunday, November 8, by calling the church office at 260.423.1369. We look forward to honoring our 
many veterans for their service to our country. 
 
NEW! Grief Share “Surviving the Holidays”  
Holiday grief can be tough, emotionally, relationally, physically, and spiritually. In this 
two-hour gathering, we will explore how the holidays can be both manageable and 
meaningful. We will discuss: 

• How to respond to social invites 

• How to balance solitude and fellowship 

• How to remember your loved one 

• How to be grateful for blessings 

https://lutheranlifevillages.org/


“Surviving the Holidays” will take place on Saturday, November 14, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., in the lower level 
of Ebenezer. Please RSVP to Lana Hille at 260.417.5639 or you can sign up at the Connections Counter, by 
Sunday, November 8. A brunch will be provided and books will be gifted by Thrivent. Feel free to bring a 
Christmas culinary treat of your own to share. 
 
NEW! Chili Cook-Off and Bingo Night 
Get ready for a night of food, fun, and friendly competition at Emmanuel’s Chili Cook-Off and Bingo Night on 
Saturday, November 21, 6:00-8:00 p.m., in the gym. The evening begins with an hour of chili sampling, with 
sides, hot dogs, and desserts, followed by Bingo for gift card prizes. This family-friendly event is sponsored by 
the Emmanuel Youth Group, with proceeds supporting the 2027 Servant Event to Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. Get 
involved by entering a chili in the competition or donating a $10 gift card(s) for Bingo prizes. Gift cards may be 
dropped off at the church office or the Connections Counter on Sunday mornings. 

 

EMMANUEL—ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL 
CONCORDIA LUTHERAN HIGH SHOOL 

 
Craft Show 
The Emmanuel–St. Michael Craft Show will take place Saturday, October 24, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., at the Union 
Street campus. Enjoy shopping from over 40 vendors, raffles, concessions, and more, all while supporting the 
8th Grade Class Trip fundraiser! 
 
NEW! Grandparents Save the Date  
Emmanuel—St. Michael (ESM) is hosting their annual Grandparents' Day celebration on Friday, November 20. 
This is a wonderful way to celebrate the connections that ESM students have across generations. They are 
looking for volunteers to “adopt” a student for those who do not have a grandparent or special guest able to 
attend the event. If you would like to help in this way, please contact Joy Kreider at the school office,  
260.422-6712, or email office@esmeagles.com. Save the date now and look for more information to come. 
 
NEW! Tour the New Construction Progress at Concordia Lutheran High School This Fall 

Concordia Lutheran High School invites the community to see firsthand the progress 
of A Bold Step, the largest facilities improvement project in the school’s history. Free 
construction tours are offered Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m., through November 18. 

The tours give guests a behind-the-scenes look at newly completed spaces, including the main office and 
student lounge overlooking the gymnasium, as well as areas of the new academic wing and the chapel-
auditorium renovation and expansion.  
These tours are a wonderful opportunity to experience the transformation taking place at Concordia, see how 
the project is preparing the school for its future and learn how you can be part of this bold step. Registration 
is required here. Because tours take place in active construction areas, guests should wear closed-toe shoes 
and appropriate clothing, safety equipment will be provided. We invite you to come see the progress, 
celebrate what God is making possible, and discover how you can get involved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@esmeagles.com
https://tinyurl.com/mrjfcrj6


 

IN THE COMMUNITY 

 
Bridge 20/30 Group Invites Young Adults to Connect 
Bridge 20/30 invites young adults in their 20s and 30s to join us for fellowship, faith, and fun this October!  
See the October events here.  
Connect with us: Facebook: Bridge 20/30 Group Ft. Wayne; Instagram: @thebridge2030;  

Email: dschuller@clhscadets.com. 
 

NEW! Rummage Sale 
The rummage sale at St. John's Flatrock, 12912 Franke Road, Monroeville, will be Friday, October 23,  
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., with a bag sale Saturday, October 24, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. The bag sale will be $3 for a 
brown paper bag, $6 for a 13-gallon kitchen garbage bag, and half off all items. 
 
NEW! Wellspring’s Child’s Full Plate Initiative 
For many local children, winter break means losing access to the breakfast and lunch they 
receive at school. Wellspring’s Child’s Full Plate initiative helps fill that gap by providing free 
boxes of nutritious, kid-friendly food that children can prepare themselves. Just $50 
provides a box of food for one child, helping ensure they have meals throughout winter 
break. Please consider supporting this important ministry and helping make sure no child goes hungry this 
holiday season. Donations can be made online here or by mailing a check to Wellspring, 1316 Broadway, Fort 
Wayne, IN 46802. 

 

RESOURCES 

 
NEW! Mental Health Moment  

Focus on the Family has a great program for parents. Learn more here. 
 
 
 
 

 
NEW! Project Connect 
This week’s booklet is Spiritual Mentoring: Sharing God’s Gifts with the Next Generation. 
Spiritual mentoring is sharing one’s life experiences, wisdom, and godly concern to assist 
another. It’s displaying empathy and modeling Jesus’ love. It’s caring for others as God has 
loved us.  
PDF versions of our booklets are available in our virtual library and on our mobile app. Some 
booklets are even available in audio formats. 
 

 
**If you would like to receive the weekly newsletter via your email, please click this link to sign up.  

https://storage1.snappages.site/2KWHQF/assets/images/26067871_1060x1484_2500.png
https://www.facebook.com/p/The-Bridge-2030-Group-Ft-Wayne-61577228548399/
https://www.instagram.com/thebridge2030/
mailto:dschuller@clhscadets.com
https://wl.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E189045&id=17
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/age-and-stage-learn-about/
https://lhmcontent.z19.web.core.windows.net/lhm/pdf/pc/6BE209.pdf
https://www.lhm.org/projectconnect/
https://www.lhm.org/apps/
https://emmanuellutheran.breezechms.com/form/ELCemail

