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How to use this material: 

This booklet is designed to give an overview of 
the theological convictions of Trinity Church on 
the topic of baptism. For those who wish to be 
baptized with Trinity or simply desire to learn 
more about our beliefs, we teach an annual 
baptism class.  Those who register for the class 
will receive a copy of this material when 
registering.  Participants are asked to read the 
material prior to attending the class. As you 
read it, note any questions you have and be 
prepared to ask those questions during the 
class.  We’re looking forward to walking 
through this process with you!  
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“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:18-20 

WHAT IS BAPTISM? 
Baptism and communion (also known as the Lord’s Supper) are the two sacraments prescribed 
by our Lord Jesus Christ as visible signs of invisible grace. They are tangible representations of 
the invisible realities of the gospel and the Spirit’s application of the gospel1 to our lives. 

With both sacraments, believers have an opportunity to “remember” God’s goodness and grace, 
especially as revealed in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Both baptism and communion 
picture Christ’s death and resurrection - and our participation in them - through union to Him in 
faith. As we enter into the waters, or watch another do so, we are reminded that Christ was 
crucified and raised from the dead and that we too have died to the old self in order to live for 
Christ. 

What a person believes about baptism affects how they will perform the sacrament. Who 
should be baptized? When should they be baptized? How should they be baptized? All of these 
questions are answered as we reflect upon what baptism means. 

The Westminster Confession of faith describes baptism this way: 

Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not only for the solemn 
admission of the party baptized into the visible Church; but also to be unto him a sign and seal of 
the covenant of grace, of his ingrafting into Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins, and of 
his giving up unto God, through Jesus Christ, to walk in the newness of life. Which sacrament is, 
by Christ's own appointment, to be continued in His Church until the end of the world.  

Westminster Confession of Faith (Chapt. 28) 

1 Though there are various ways to describe the gospel (or “good news”),it centers on the provision of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as a substitute for our sins. Jesus lived a perfect life, was crucified, and was 
raised three days later. Through faith in Him, we are united to Him, forgiven our sin and reconciled to 
God. 
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WHY SHOULD ONE BE BAPTIZED? 
These are fair questions and they deserve plain answers. There are two primary reasons: 

1. Because Jesus commanded it.  Seriously – see Matthew 28:18-20 on the previous page!
Jesus was clear in His final charge to His disciples before He left this earth that He
wanted His followers to be baptized.

2. Baptism is the mark of the Christian community. It is and always has been universally
practiced among Christians, with very few exceptions. From the very earliest days after
Jesus was resurrected, people believed in Jesus and then were baptized (e.g., Acts 2:28,
41, 47). Although you might think of extreme examples of Christians who did not get
baptized (for instance, the thief on the cross) baptism is utterly taken for granted in the
New Testament. In fact, the New Testament writers might ask the question, “Why
wouldn’t you be baptized?”

WHAT DOES BAPTISM DO? 

The sacrament of Baptism is a sign and a seal of the promise of new life through Christ.  As such, 
it does at least three things: 

1. Baptism signifies beginning a new life in Christ, symbolically dying and rising again as
Jesus did. The Bible declares: “We were buried with him [Jesus] by Baptism into death,
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4).  In Baptism we participate in Jesus’ death
and resurrection. In Baptism we die to what separates us from God and are raised to
newness of life in Christ. Baptism points us back to the grace of God expressed in Jesus
Christ, who died for us and who was raised for us. Baptism points us forward to that
same Christ who will fulfill God’s purpose in God’s promised future.

2. Baptism initiates us into the worldwide Christian church.  In the Sacrament of Baptism,
a person is welcomed into the covenant family of faith. The Bible proclaims, “In love
God predestined us for adoption…through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His
will” (Ephesians 1:5). The person now belongs to a community of brothers and sisters
around the world, a family composed of all people who profess faith in Jesus Christ as
Lord. This body of Christ is one, and baptism is the bond of unity in Christ. As they are
united with Christ through faith, baptism unites the people of God with each other and
with the church of every time and place. Barriers of race, gender, status, and age are to
be transcended. Barriers of nationality, history, and practice are to be overcome.

3. Baptism commissions the church for ministry to the world. Jesus was baptized just
before He began His earthly ministry of proclaiming God’s kingdom in word and deed.
Entering the family of God also entails entering the “family business” of becoming and
making disciples of Jesus Christ (see Matthew 28:19-20).
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WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 

Believers (who have faith and thus are brought into the covenant community through baptism) 
and their children (who come into the covenant first and are led to the faith baptism signifies). 
As to adult Baptism, the only requirement is to trust in Jesus Christ as one’s Savior and Lord. 
Taking Jesus as “Savior” means that we recognize that we are sinners in need of saving, and we 
trust that our sins are forgiven because of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Taking Jesus as “Lord” 
(or “master”) means we recognize Jesus as the rightful King of the cosmos and of our lives, so 
we pledge to follow His ways, trusting His ways lead to abundant life now and eternal life 
forever. To be baptized, you are not required to pass a theology test or to live a perfect life. You 
simply must recognize your need for God’s grace, and trust in Jesus Christ. 

IS BAPTISM MERELY A SYMBOL? 

Within the Reformation of the 16th and 17th centuries, the nature of the sacraments was 
fiercely debated, even between the Reformers. Without attempting to justify any particular 
position, it is important to assert that baptism is in some mysterious sense a “means of grace,” 
in which God sanctifies and encourages His people. That said, it is important to bear in mind a 
few helpful truths regarding what baptism is not and does not do: 

1. BAPTISM DOES NOT SAVE
Though grace is mysteriously mediated through the ordinance, it is not a saving grace but rather
a sanctifying grace. We are more conformed to the image of Christ as we obey Him in the call to
be baptized.2

2. BAPTISM IS NOT “NECESSARY” FOR SALVATION
Without in any way diminishing the duty and delight of baptism for a believer, we must also
warn against any thinking that suggests salvation is dependent upon baptism (as many cults
suggest). The gospel offers salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.  While
baptism is not necessary for salvation, it is necessary if we are to be obedient to Jesus’
command.3

2 While 1 Peter 3 states, “baptism...saves you,” it is important to note the context and particularly Peter’s 
immediate clarification that it is not the water but the “appeal to God” which saves. This corresponds to 
passages such as Romans 10:13, which states that “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.” We appeal to God and call upon Him as an expression of faith. Baptism is a symbol of this faith 
which alone saves. 

3 John 3 states that unless a person is “born of water and the Spirit” he cannot enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Many point to this as evidence of the necessity of baptism. However, nothing in the context 
suggests that Jesus is speaking of baptism. Rather, He is alluding to the promise of the New Covenant in 
Ezekiel 36, which speaks of both “water” and “Spirit.” Therefore, Jesus is saying that “new birth” or 
“regeneration” is necessary for salvation, not baptism. 
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WHY ARE INFANTS BAPTIZED? 

We believe in God’s faithfulness to the children of His covenant people. We believe that God has 
a special concern for the children of believers, and we welcome them into the life of the 
covenant community - the church - as expected heirs of God’s covenant blessings. 
Although some Christians believe that there is no adequate ground for baptizing infants, the 
vast majority of churches and Christian denominations do baptize the children of believers. 
There are at least 7 reasons that have persuaded churches down through the ages. Each of 
these reasons holds different weight, but taken together they present a formidable case. 
Remember, no Scripture commands or forbids infant baptism. 

1. Children were admitted into the Old Testament church. God made a covenant promise
of grace to Abraham. Abraham believed God’s promise and it was credited to him as
righteousness – in other words he received salvation. His adult response to the grace of
God was sealed with circumcision, the mark of covenant. (This is almost identical to the
New Testament practice of believers baptism) but did not stop there. Abraham’s son
Isaac was born into the covenant community and also received the seal of circumcision
long before he could make any personal response to God’s grace. (Genesis 21:4) In fact,
God’s command is that every male child in the line of Abraham receive the mark of
circumcision (Genesis 17:10 – 14). It seems highly unlikely that children would be
excluded from the New Testament church when they were admitted into the Old
Testament church. Children were not meant to be worse off under the New Covenant
than they were under the Old.

2. The whole family was baptized when proselytes came over into Judaism. When a
family at the time of Jesus converted to Judaism from some pagan background, three
things took place. The head of the family offered sacrifices; the males in the family were
circumcised; and everybody in the family was baptized. There is no doubt that this
proselyte baptism into Judaism influenced Christian baptism, even though the two are
not identical.

3. Whole families were baptized in New Testament times. We read about Lydia’s
household being baptized (acts 16:15), of the Philippian jailer’s household being
baptized (acts 16:33), of Cornelius’s household (acts 11:14) and of Stephanas’ household
being baptized (1st Corinthians 1:16). Although some point out that small children are
not explicitly mentioned in these passages, the weight of evidence points in the other
direction. The common practices of infant circumcision and infant proselyte baptism,
along with the solidarity of the family in the ancient world, would make it unusual for
these first believers to not baptize infants. This does not mean that every member of
the family was saved, but that all members of the believer’s family were marked with
the covenant until they made up their own minds.

4. Jesus accepted and blessed children too young to respond. In Mark 10:14-15, we find
that Jesus loves tiny children. He blesses them and tells people not to hinder them from
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coming to Him. Although at first glance this idea doesn’t deal with baptism, 
theologians from the 2nd century on have used it to justify infant baptism. 

5. The church throughout history has baptized children. Although the evidence is scarce
regarding the practice of baptism in the very early church, infant baptism is mentioned
in several of the earliest documents that we do have. Hippolytus (215AD), Polycarp (b.
69AD), Origen (b. 185AD), and Irenaeus (b. 130AD) either explicitly teach or in for the
practice of infant baptism.

6. Infant baptism stresses the objectivity of the gospel. Baptism is a sign that salvation
comes through Christ crucified and resurrected. It is about what God has done. In order
for us to be saved, we must repent and believe. But God’s plan of salvation is true
regardless of anyone’s response. In other words, it is about God’s objective plan, not our
subjective response.

7. Infant baptism stresses the initiative of God in salvation. Baptism is the seal on the
covenant between God’s grace and our response. Baptism is the mark of God’s love for
us, which precedes our response and calls it forth. It bears witness to what God has
done to make salvation possible.

One of the easiest ways to understand the Presbyterian understanding of baptism is to think of 
a Venn diagram (see next page). In the “Covenant” circle are those who are bound by public vow 
to worship and live with the people of God, formed and shaped by His Word, held accountable 
by the community to do so. Another way of saying this is that they are part of God’s covenant 
community – the local/visible church. In the “Salvation” circle are those who have exercised 
saving faith that therefore give evidence of regeneration. Notice that it is quite possible for 
someone to be in one circle but not the other - but the goal is for people to be in both - in the 
overlap. In other words, not everyone who is in the church has truly exercised saving faith in 
Jesus, and not everyone who has exercised saving faith in Jesus is part of the visible church.  In 
the Presbyterian ecclesiology (i.e., theology of the church), there are two paths ‘in’ to the 
overlap: 

1. Children of believers are to be placed in the covenant. They do not take their vows
themselves, but their parents take their vows for them. At this point they enter the
Covenant circle. They are then raised up into the people of God-worshipping, obeying,
being responsible and accountable to the whole body. Prayerfully, at some point the
child exercises saving faith and is admitted to the Lord’s Supper. This is the sign that
they have entered into the overlap of the two circles.
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2. Adults enter from the other side. They exercise saving faith and then enter the
covenant. When they are baptized as adults they are admitted to the Lord’s Table at the
same moment and enter the 'overlap'.

WHY DO WE USE WATER IN BAPTISM? 

There are three reasons we know of from Scripture.  Water is symbolic of: 

1. Death/Redemption.  At several key steps in God’s salvation history, water plays a key
role. In each case, water is related to death because of sin, while God redeems/delivers
His covenant people by bringing them up out of the water.  Think of the Flood narrative
of Genesis 6-9, where masses of humanity die as God judges human sin.  However, God
rescues Noah and his family out of the waters on an Ark. Think of the Red Sea, which
drowned the soldiers of Egypt, but through which God delivered Moses and the people.
In a similar way, Jesus dies on the cross because of the sin of the world, but is
resurrected in order to give his followers new life.  Baptism in water is used to symbolize
this reality, as we see in Romans 6:4: “We were buried with him [Jesus] by Baptism into
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
we too might walk in newness of life.”

2. Cleansing.  Throughout the Bible, water is used for ritual cleansing.  Before entering the
Temple, for instance, priests would bathe in a cleansing bath called a mikvot.  The
essential idea is that, just water washes physical dirt from our bodies, so it can be used
to symbolize a spiritual cleansing from sin.

“Covenant” circle 
entered by baptism 

Adult convert 1st 
saving faith circle  
2nd covenant circle 
(adult baptism and 
Lord’s Supper at once)

Lord’s Supper-overlap of circles 
For those both in saving faith/in covenant

“Salvation” circle 
entered by saving faith

Covenant child  
1st covenant circle 
(infant baptism)  
2nd saving faith 
(Lord’s Supper) 
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3. Life-giving.  Finally, water is a great symbol in baptism for the new life we have in Christ.
Humans can survive for several weeks without food, but die within a couple days
without water.  Water is often related to life in the Bible, especially in the semi-arid
desert climate of much of Israel.

SPRINKLING OR IMMERSION – DOES IT MATTER? 

There is a long running debate in the church about the mode of baptism, i.e., how should we do 
it?  Immersion means that you submerge the entire body under water, sprinkling means putting 
a few drops on the head, and pouring generally means scooping a decent amount of water and 
giving the person a good wetting.  In the Greek, the word baptizo has a broad array of meanings, 
from “dip” to “plunge” to “soak” to “wash,” so we can’t really settle the debate by appealing to 
the dictionary.4  Church history is no better, as we have examples of all methods going back 
even to the first century.  In fact, the Didache, one of the very earliest Christian sources beyond 
the New Testament, shows a lot of freedom.  It says, “Now concerning baptism, baptize as 
follows: baptize in running water…, but if you have no running water, than baptize in some other 
water; and if you are not able to baptize in cold water, then do so in warm.  But if you have 
neither, then pour water on the head three times ‘in the name of the Father and Son and Holy 
Spirit.”   

Sprinkling is the most common form of baptism in Presbyterian churches.  The pastor will pray 
over the person receiving baptism and then sprinkle a small amount of water on their heads, 
baptizing him/her in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  It is a wonderful picture of 
the fact that our hearts have been sprinkled with the forgiveness that comes from Christ’s 
cleansing blood. 

Immersion is also an incredible picture of our death, burial, and resurrection with Jesus.  It 
identifies us with Him – as He died and was buried, we die to sin; as He was raised to new life, 
we are given new life in Him – now and forever! 

Each mode has strengths and limitations when viewed against the full array of baptismal images 
in the Bible, and the Bible doesn’t clearly prescribe or limit us.  Therefore, we feel free to use 
different modes as the occasion calls for it! 

4 There are several examples where it obviously does NOT mean dip/immerse.  For instance, in Daniel 
4:23 (in the Greek Septuagint version) it says that Nebuchanezzar was baptized with dew.  In Luke 11:38, 
the Pharisees get really upset with Jesus because He was not washed (lit. “baptized”) before He ate.  This 
doesn’t mean they were mad that He didn’t get re-immersed in baptism, but that He hadn’t done the 
ceremonial hand washing. 
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WHAT ABOUT INFANT DEDICATION? 

Infant dedication is a rite that is typically asked for when believing parents hold the conviction 
that baptism should be reserved only for those able to make a personal profession of faith in 
Christ.  Dedication is intended to be a public statement by the parents that they will train their 
children in the Christian faith and seek to instill that faith in them. The congregation, as a church 
family, will also seek to encourage the parents to bring up the child in the faith. 

The idea of dedicating a child to the Lord can certainly be found in the Bible. Hannah was a 
barren wife who promised to dedicate her child to God if He would give her a son (1 Samuel 
1:11). Luke 2:22 begins the account of Mary and Joseph taking Jesus to the temple after forty 
days in order to dedicate Him to the Lord. This was slightly more involved since it involved a 
sacrifice, but once again this ceremony did not indicate any level of salvation. 

Child / baby dedication is not one of the two sacraments —baptism and the Lord’s Supper—
required of Christians in the New Testament. As Christians, we are baptized and participate in 
the Lord’s Supper as outward and public signs of what Christ has done within us. While baby 
dedication is not an officially instituted sacrament of the church, there does not seem to be any 
conflict with Scripture as long as parents do not view it as assuring the salvation of the child. 

WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 

For parents/guardians. The first step is to be an active member of the congregation, and 
actively growing in your Christian faith. You cannot pass on what you do not possess! When you 
discern that it is time for your child(ren) to be baptized, call the church office and speak with 
one of the staff. Your request is then forwarded to the Session (our ruling body) which has the 
responsibility of approving all baptisms. The minister will work with you to let you know when 
upcoming baptism services are scheduled (usually there is one every other month). Sometimes 
there may be more than one Baptism celebrated at the same service.   After the baptism is 
approved by the Session, a ruling elder will meet with the family. Home visits can be arranged, 
or you can meet at the church. During that meeting, you will have an opportunity to discuss any 
other questions about Baptism which you might have.  

For adults desiring to be baptized. First, speak with a minister who will talk with you more 
about the significance of being baptized. You are also urged to participate in the worship life of 
the church and then attend a New Connections class if you haven’t already joined Trinity as a 
member. This class is an opportunity for all who are considering uniting with our church to learn 
more about what it means not only to be a member of Trinity Church, but also a Christian in 
today’s world. After this brief period of instruction, you will meet with a member of Session (our 
ruling elders) to share your faith journey with them and profess your faith. The Session will 
authorize your baptism, and you will then schedule the date of your baptism with the minister. 
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I AM BAPTIZED? 

When the sacrament of Baptism is celebrated, vows and promises are made by adults on their 
own behalf or by parents/guardians on behalf of infants and children. Those desiring Baptism 
must: 

x profess their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 

x renounce evil and affirm their reliance on God’s grace, 

x declare their intention to participate actively and responsibly in the worship and mission 
of Christ’s church, 

x and, in the case of infant or child Baptism, pledge to provide for the Christian nurture of 
their child. 

Normally, the pastor will pray for you, ask you to agree to these vows and promises, then 
baptize you (by immersion or sprinkling) in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

BAPTISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

Baptism is the sign of entry into God’s family. This is why one of the baptismal vows is to 
participate in Christ’s family, the Church. One should normally be baptized in the local church in 
which one expects to live out his or her Baptismal vows. In infant or child Baptism, at least one 
parent or guardian must normally be an active member of this congregation. Exceptions to this 
rule may be made in specific circumstances; however, at least one parent or guardian must be 
an active member of a Christian church. These requirements are not put in place to make it 
difficult to baptize a child, but rather to maintain the integrity of the sacrament and ensure the 
fulfillment of the vows taken by the parents and the church. 

Baptism is a requirement for membership with Trinity. We require anyone wishing to join the 
church to have displayed obedience to Christ’s command to be baptized, whether as an infant or 
as an adult. 

WHAT IF I HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED BEFORE – CAN I GET REBAPTIZED? 

We believe that the Sacrament of Baptism may be received only once: “There is one body and 
one Spirit…one Lord, one faith, one Baptism” (Ephesians 4:4-5). For this reason, Presbyterians 
recognize as fully valid the Baptism of all Christian denominations.  

Many people who have come to experience Jesus as adults look back with suspicion at their 
baptism as infants. They didn’t believe anything then. They were incapable of it. Moreover, they 
may not be certain that their parents or their pastor involved in the baptism believed in Jesus. 
Therefore, they reason, their baptism as an infant wasn’t any good. However, there are many 
reasons for doubting this doubt.  
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x Baptism is the sacrament of entry into the Christian life, so it is difficult to understand 
how you can have entry a second time. 

x On this reasoning, the Jew could doubt if his circumcision was valid. Or a man might 
doubt the validity of his marriage if he falls enthusiastically in love with someone else! 

x If my baptism was not valid because I did not believe enough, how could I ever be sure 
that any baptism I undergo will be valid? 

Remember, baptism is a witness to the grace of God approaching me, embracing me, uniting me 
with Christ, and making me a member of His kingdom. Repentance and faith are not the gifts to 
which baptism bears witness: they are just the hands with which we grasp the gift. 

So what do I do with those feelings of wanting to be ‘rebaptized’?  When you put your faith in 
Christ as a teen or adult, especially if you had walked away from the faith for a time, your 
relationship with Christ is so fresh & real, and you want to signal to everyone that you’ve been 
given a fresh start.  You know what it is like to be dead in sin and to be brought to life. Then you 
look at the NT and there are people getting baptized left and right, so it seems like baptism is 
the way you ought to express this new faith. 

That longing is a prompting of the Spirit to confess your faith!  Don’t ignore that prompting! 
When God is faithful to His promise to draw us to Him for salvation, we want to celebrate with 
you!!  We would love you to tell your story publicly in a testimony.  Ask one of the pastors how 
that might be possible for you! 

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER BAPTISM? 

Baptism marks the beginning of one’s spiritual journey, not its end. Parents bear a significant 
responsibility to fulfill the vows they take to provide for the Christian nurture of a baptized child. 
This includes teaching about God’s love and the biblical story, praying with and for the child, and 
actively participating in the life of the church.  

Trinity Church seeks to help individuals live out the baptismal vows with a wide range of 
educational, fellowship, and service opportunities to grow our Christian journey. (Of course, all 
are welcome, baptized or not.) Baptized children are welcome to participate in the Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper if their parents believe that they have appropriate understanding (given their 
age) and if the child appreciates that this is a sacred experience in the life of the church. The 
church offers Communion Preparation classes from time to time; ask one of the pastors. 

WHERE SHOULD A PERSON BE BAPTIZED? 

Although there are no prescriptions in the Scriptures that specify a particular location for 
baptism, we prefer to practice the sacrament within the context of the gathered local church in 
order to corporately celebrate an individual’s act of obedience and submission. This preference 
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is primarily due to the theological conviction that baptism is a sign of entrance into the family of 
God, seen and experienced most clearly in the local church, and therefore, it seems most 
appropriate for this ordinance to be performed within the context of the gathered church 
whenever possible. 

WHO CAN PERFORM BAPTISM? 

The Bible gives no prescription for the requirements of those who perform baptism. Contrary to 
some traditions, there seems to be no explicit biblical reason to restrict the duty to those who 
have been ordained to vocational ministry. However, since baptism is a sign of entrance into the 
family of God, seen and experienced most clearly in the local church, it does seem appropriate 
for this sacrament to be performed within the context of the gathered church whenever 
possible. Additionally, in order for the baptizee to have a right understanding of what is actually 
happening in baptism, it is right for the church to safeguard the sacrament and keep it from 
abuse. Lastly, in light that, it seems most appropriate for church leaders to administer baptism 
whenever possible. However, again, there is no explicit reason why the church may not 
designate other mature believers, as appropriate, to baptize new converts.  
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APPENDIX A: HOW WE BAPTIZE 

PRIOR TO THE BAPTISM: 

1. We ask those wishing to be baptized to review the EPC Essentials of the Faith (found at
www.epc.org) and to review this paper explaining our theology of baptism.

2. If you are not already a member, please sign up for our next New Connections class
(currently taught on a quarterly basis) in which we explain the gospel, core Christian
beliefs, and Trinity’s unique Mission and Vision.

3. After taking the class, we ask participants to submit a testimony of conversion in which
we look particularly for evidences of grace and a proper understanding of the gospel.
For instance, we want to make sure a person does not articulate that he or she was born
a Christian or thinks that Christianity consists merely in moral improvement. Your
testimony is your account of how you came to know and follow Jesus. Consider
modeling your testimony after Paul's conversion story to King Agrippa in Acts 26:4-23. In
this section you will see that Paul's story includes:

i. Who he was before he met Jesus (vs. 4-11)
• What was your life like...what characterized you? How did you think of the Lord?

“My family, friends, interests were...”
“My most important value was...”  
“My religious background and attitude about Christ were...” 

ii. How he met Jesus (vs. 12-20)
• Describe the world around you that drove you to consider Christ, whether it was

circumstances or time.
“I was awakened to my need by (people, books, circumstances)...”  
“What I thought or noticed (about myself, God) at this point was...” 

• Share the specific steps of how you became a Christian (e.g. scripture, word,
person, church, etc.)
“The aspects of the gospel that touched me were...” 
“I came to understand that Christ...”  
“I saw my need was...”  

• Explain the gospel clearly. For example:
#1 “I saw that I was a sinner fully deserving of God’s wrath.”
#2 “But, I then understood that Jesus died in my place, bearing the wrath of 

God, on the cross for me.”  
#3 “When I repented of my sin, turned from my old lifestyle, placed faith in 

Jesus’ sacrifice, I was forgiven of all my sin, became a child of God and 
received the gift of eternal life.”  

http://www.epc.org/
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iii. How his life has changed after becoming a Christian. (vs. 21-23)

• What difference has Christ made in your life? In the way you act? Think? In the
way others see you?

• Don’t be afraid to share that you still have struggles, but how Christ helps you
with these struggles.
“What changed was...”  
“My desires now are...”  
“I’m now doing...”  
“A difficult area of obedience is...” 

iv. Conclude by sharing that you now know you have eternal life in Jesus (cf 1
John 5:11-13)

4. You will be asked to meet briefly with one of the ruling elders to share your testimony.

BAPTISM SERVICES: 
1. We have regular (roughly every other month) celebration services in which the church

celebrates baptisms together. We encourage those wishing to be baptized to do so
within the context of these gatherings.  Your baptism is a profound display of God’s
grace making it a great opportunity to invite friends, family, neighbors and/or coworkers
to celebrate with you. This could be their first time hearing the gospel.

2. For believers

a. Participants are asked to personally share their testimonies if possible or, if
unable, to have a friend or family member share for them.

b. After the testimony, the person performing the baptism will ask, “Do you
confess and believe Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?” to which the baptizee will
respond, “Yes” or “I do.”

c. The baptizer will then sprinkle the baptizee with water (or, if you desire,
immerse and subsequently raise the baptizee out of the water) while saying, “I
baptize you, my (brother or sister) in the name of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit.”

3. For infant baptisms

a. Parents will be asked, “Do you confess and believe Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior?” to which at least one will respond, “Yes” or “I do.”

b. The baptizer will then sprinkle the infant with water while saying, “I baptize you,
my (brother or sister) in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”
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4. For infant dedications

a. Parents will be asked, “Do you confess and believe Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior?” to which at least one will respond, “Yes” or “I do.”

b. The pastor will then place his hand on the infant’s head while saying, “I dedicate
you, my (brother or sister) in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit.”

HELPFUL TIPS: 
1. A row of seats will be reserved for everyone who is being baptized, but if you prefer

to sit with visiting family and friends, ask them to save you a seat near the front.

2. Arrive 20 minutes prior to the service where you or your infant are being baptized.
You will receive an email the week before with further details on when and where to
arrive.

3. For immersion baptisms

b. Wear dark shorts and a dark shirt to maintain modesty.

c. Bring a change of clothes, towel and bag to hold your wet clothes after you
change.
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APPENDIX B: PAEDOBAPTIST RESPONSES TO CREDOBAPTIST ARGUMENTS  
1. Objection: “Scripture always links ‘believe and be baptized.’ The precondition of

baptism is a personal response of faith.  Every example of someone being baptized was
after they put their faith in Christ.
Response:

a. Imagine baptism had never been invented as a symbol of inclusion into God’s
covenant people.  A Jew would be called to “repent, believe, and be
circumcised.”  Having a clear understanding of circumcision, they would have
included their infant males in this ceremony, despite the fact the infant could
not personally repent and believe.

b. The NT writers used only examples of adult converts being baptized because
everyone who converted was a 1st generation believer (by definition)!  Similarly,
when Abraham was called by God as an adult and responded in faith, God then
had him apply the sign of the covenant.  God then instructed him to apply the
sign to his offspring and household, which is similar to the examples of the NT.

2. Objection: How can baptism fulfill circumcision?  Only males were circumcised in the
Old Testament, yet baptism is for both boys and girls.
Response:

a. Gal. 3:28 helps us understand that there is no difference between male and
female in their standing before God: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor
free, male nor female: for you are all one in Jesus Christ”

3. Objection: “There is no definite command in Scripture to baptize babies”
Response:

a. Neither is there a command to dedicate them!
b. One could use the same argument to deny baptism for physically challenged

people, since they are not explicitly mentioned.

4. Objection: “Jesus taught that you must become a disciple before being baptized (Matt.
28:19).  This implies one must become a believer first.”
Response:

a. All the commands to be baptized are given to adults because children cannot
understand these commands.  Adults must certainly become followers of Christ
before baptism.  This fact has no bearing on whether children of believing
parents should receive the sign of the covenant as they did in OT times.

5. Objection: “While God’s covenant in the OT was with an entire nation, His new
covenant is only with believers.”
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Response: 
a. God’s elect people were never simply a nationality, but have always been those

who believe.  This is shown clearly in Gal. 3:6-9.  However, all Israel was
required to practice the external ordinance of circumcision.

b. Galatians 3:6-9 (NASB)
6 Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 7 

Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. 8 

And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “ALL THE NATIONS SHALL BE

BLESSED IN YOU.” 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the
believer.
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Appendix C: Revision  History 

1. Revision A.  October 12, 2016.  Original document for discussion at meeting of
Session to be held October, 2016 .

2.




