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Tullian Tchividjian is an author, speaker, and the grandson of renowned evangelist Billy
Graham. He is a former prominent megachurch pastor who led Coral Ridge Presbyterian
Church in Florida until his high-profile resignation in 2015 following an extramarital affair.

Tchividjian built a significant following as an author of several books, including Jesus +
Nothing = Everything, and One Way Love. His ministry was heavily focused on radical
grace and finding freedom from the heavy demands of religious performance.

Following his high-profile resignation, his public journey through moral failure, divorce,
and subsequent remarriage became widely documented in the Christian community. He
has since rebuilt his life and ministry,
focusing on recovery, addiction, and what
he calls "scandalous grace".

Tullian Tchividjian uses Galatians 4:21-31
to contrast legalism and grace,
emphasizing that trying to earn God's
favor through human performance results
in slavery rather than freedom.

The Core Message on Galatians 4:21-31:
Two Mothers and Two Sons: Paul uses the
allegory of Hagar (the slave woman
representing legalism and the old
covenant from Sinai) and Sarah (the free
woman representing grace and the
promise).

Performance vs. Promise: Ishmael was
born by human effort (the flesh), while
Isaac was born by God's promise (the
Spirit). Tchividjian stresses that treating
Christianity as a system of rules turns
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believers back into spiritual slaves.

Radical Grace: True Christian identity is rooted entirely in what Jesus has already finished
on the cross, not in our daily religious achievements.

The law vs. gospel distinction is the foundation of Christian freedom and the only
antidote to spiritual exhaustion. Drawing heavily from Martin Luther and Reformed
theology, Tchividjian teaches that confusing these two categories destroys both. It turns
the Christian life into a crushing system of performance and rules.

1. The Definitions: Demand vs. Announcement
The core distinction lies in what each category says and does:

The Law Is a Demand: It tells us what to do, what God expects, and how we must live. It is
a perfect reflection of God's holy character, but it is entirely inflexible and offers zero
power to help us obey. The Gospel Is an Announcement: It tells us what God has done
for us in Jesus Christ. It is not a set of instructions, a self-help manual, or a checklist. It is
the news that Jesus lived the perfect life we could not live and died the death we
deserved to die.

2. The Purpose of the Law: To Crush, Not to Cure

Tchividjian emphasizes the "second use of the law," which acts as a theological mirror
exposing our inability. The law exists to show us our sin, destroy our self-righteousness,
and prove that we cannot save ourselves, which drives us to Christ. Apart from the
gospel, the law crushes the conscience. Its ultimate job is to leave us spiritually
desperate ("Wretched man that | am!") so that we run to Jesus for rescue.

3. The Danger of "Cheap Law" (Moralism)

A key part of Tchividjian's teaching is his warning against what he calls "cheap law.”
Human nature naturally tries to lower God's standards to a level we think we can achieve
(e.g., changing "be perfect" to "just try your best”). The Consequence: Lowering the law
creates self-righteous legalists who think they are doing fine on their own. Tchividjian
argues that we must keep the law's demands absolute and uncompromisingly high so
that we realize God's grace is absolutely indispensable.

4. Sanctification Is "Getting Used to Our Justification"

In Tchividjian's framework, the gospel is not just the entry point for non-Christians; it is
the daily fuel for believers. God's Favor Never Changes. God'’s disposition toward you is
based entirely on Jesus's performance, not your own. Your daily successes or failures do
not change your standing with the Father. True Christian transformation does not happen
by using the law to scare people into behavior modification. Real change happens when
a believer soaks in unconditional forgiveness, allowing God's kindness to naturally
produce love and repentance.
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