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1. What stands out to you? (Work through the questions

on the back from the verses we've read) means Iearnlng

what it meant for
ancient Israelites,

to talk about God
3. Sometimes we look at the Scriptures as if they are a the way they did

rr?oraliguidebook, a theqlogical dictionary, or a and not pushing
historical account. How is each one of these ways of
looking at the Bible lacking? How should we look at
it?

4. If the Bible is Ancient Messianic Meditation Literature-
what does that mean and how should we approach it
when we read it?

5. When we call the Bible “God’s Word,” and hold it with
reverence, how can that impact how we read it?

2. How do you read the Bible in your own, personal
time? What is your “goal” for your time in the Word?

alien expectations
onto texts written
long ago and far
away.”
-Peter Enns

6. Why do you think God chose to reveal Himself to us
through His Word?

7. If God is what the Bible is all about, how does that
change how we read it?
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Sometimes when we read a passage in the Bible it can be confusing or we may not
know how to best figure out what it is saying. Below are some good questions to ask
when reading the Bible to help make the Bible make sense.

1. What stands out to me?

Note that this does not say “What does this passage mean?” Consider what stood out
to you? What did you notice? What did the Holy Spirit highlight for you as you read it?

2. What does the text say about the character/nature of God?

The Scriptures are primarily about God so ask first what the text says about Him before
Mmoving to what it says about us, about His plan, or about anything else.

3. What does the text say?

Look at what the text literally says first (this may not be the intent of the text but it is
important to look at it as read... at least initially).

4.How is it saying it?
What is the genre of the text and how should we read text in that genre?
5. Why does it say it that way?
Speculate about why the author chose this method of saying what they’ve said.
6. What is it trying to say?

Getting behind the Scripture, looking at its context, its original audience, its author, etc,,
what is the text trying to get across to the reader (both the original audience and us
today?)

7. How does this fit into the whole of the book and the whole of
Scripture?

Looking at the whole book, does what is being said jive with the whole book, with the
whole of Scripture?

8. What questions do | have?

Do you have guestions about the text? If they aren't answered in the text, are they
good guestions or are we asking guestions that the text isn't meant to answer?

9. How do | feel about this teaching/text? Why do | feel that way?

What does your gut say? Are you frustrated with it? Are you trying to make it say
something else than what it says? Does it make you uncomfortable? Where are these
feelings coming from? Is there sin in my life | need to repent of?

10.What is the universal application of this text/teaching?
What are we to do with this text? Consider the original audience as well as us today.
11.What is my personal application?
What is God calling you to apply with what you've learned with this text?
12.How will | apply what it calls me to?

Make a plan to apply what God has taught you. Seek to be faithful and obedient to His
leading, wherever it may go.
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