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What is the Hebrew Bible? 

Jesus and the TaNak 

Jesus and his first followers consistently portray the Hebrew scriptures as a unified collection of wisdom literature 
that tells a forward pointing story. 

Luke 24:25-27 

[Jesus] said to [the disciples], “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did 
not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 
he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

Luke 24:44-47 

Now He said to them, “These are my words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are 
written about me in the Torah of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their 
minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah would suffer and rise 
again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all 
the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

You [Timothy], continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have 
learned, how from child- hood you have known the sacred scriptures which are able to give you wisdom that leads to 
salvation through faith, which is in Messiah Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and prof- itable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in doing what is right, so that God’s people can be proficient, equipped for doing 
good. 

How did Jesus and his followers reach this conclusion? They did not invent this way of reading the Hebrew Bible. 
Rather, they inherited from their Jewish tradition a set of convictions about the origin, nature, and meaning of 
these texts. And not only that, they also grew up in communities that modeled how to read and make sense of the 
Hebrew scriptures. 

Notice that Jesus refers to the Hebrew scriptures as a two-part (“Torah...and prophets”) or three-part 
(“Torah...prophets...the Psalms”) collection. Jesus is not alone in this. He is expressing the most com- mon way 
the Bible was referred to in Jewish culture from this period. 

Also, when we look at how Jesus and the apostles actually interpret and appeal to the Hebrew Bible, they see it as 
a repository of patterns, or in Greek types (τύπος). 

Romans 5:14 

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of 
Adam, who is a type/pat- tern of Him who was to come. 

1 Corinthians 10:1-6 

For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the 
sea; and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and all ate the same spiritual food; and all drank 
the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.... 
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Now these things happened to them as a type/ pattern, and they were written for our instruc- tion, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come. 

1 Peter 3:20-21 

who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the 
ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water. A matching type/pattern to that is 
baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good con- science—through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

The Hebrew and Greek Scriptures that Jesus and the apostles read, consisted of a three-part collection, called the 
“TaNaKh” (a.k.a. “TaNaK”) in later Jewish tradition. 

Ancient Evidence for 
the Shape of the TaNaK 

When Jesus alludes to 
the order of the Hebrew 
Bible, he assumes a 
three part design, which 
agrees with other 
contemporary Jewish 
authors who allude to 
the ordered sections. 

Luke 24:44: “This is 
what I told you while I 
was still with you: 
Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written 
about me in the Torah of 
Moses, the Prophets and 
the Psalms.  

Luke 11:51: “Therefore 
this generation will be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the 
world, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary.”  

• Abel was murdered by Cain in Genesis 4, and Zechariah son of Jehoiadah was murdered by Joash in 2 
Chronicles 24, which corresponds to the TaNaK order. 

Prologue to the Wisdom of Ben Sirah: “Many great teachings have been given to us through the Law [= Torah], 
and the Prophets [= Nevi’im], and the others that follow them [= Ketuvim]... So my grandfather Yeshua de- 
voted himself especially to the reading of the Law and the Prophets and the other scrolls of our Ancestors.”  

Dead Sea Scrolls (4QMMT): “The scrolls of Moses, the words of the prophets, and of David.”  

Philo of Alexandria (De Vita Contempletiva, 25): “The laws and the oracles given by inspiration through the 
prophets and the Psalms, and the other scrolls where- by knowledge and piety are increased and completed.” 



Q u e s t i o n s  t o  a s k  w h e n  r e a d i n g  t h e  B i b l e
Sometimes when we read a passage in the Bible it can be confusing or we may not 
know how to best figure out what it is saying.  Below are some good questions to ask 
when reading the Bible to help make the Bible make sense. 

1.  What stands out to me? 
Note that this does not say “What does this passage mean?”  Consider what stood out 

to you?  What did you notice?  What did the Holy Spirit highlight for you as you read it?  

2.  What does the text say about the character/nature of God? 
The Scriptures are primarily about God so ask first what the text says about Him before 

moving to what it says about us, about His plan, or about anything else. 

3. What does the text say? 
Look at what the text literally says first (this may not be the intent of the text but it is 

important to look at it as read… at least initially). 

4. How is it saying it? 
What is the genre of the text and how should we read text in that genre?  

5. Why does it say it that way? 
Speculate about why the author chose this method of saying what they’ve said. 

6. What is it trying to say? 
Getting behind the Scripture, looking at its context, its original audience, its author, etc., 

what is the text trying to get across to the reader (both the original audience and us 
today?) 

7. How does this fit into the whole of the book and the whole of 
Scripture? 
Looking at the whole book, does what is being said jive with the whole book, with the 

whole of Scripture? 

8. What questions do I have? 
Do you have questions about the text?  If they aren’t answered in the text, are they 

good questions or are we asking questions that the text isn’t meant to answer? 

9. How do I feel about this teaching/text? Why do I feel that way? 
What does your gut say?  Are you frustrated with it?  Are you trying to make it say 

something else than what it says?  Does it make you uncomfortable?  Where are these 
feelings coming from?  Is there sin in my life I need to repent of?   

10.What is the universal application of this text/teaching? 
What are we to do with this text?  Consider the original audience as well as us today. 

11.What is my personal application? 
What is God calling you to apply with what you’ve learned with this text? 

12.How will I apply what it calls me to? 
Make a plan to apply what God has taught you.  Seek to be faithful and obedient to His 

leading, wherever it may go.
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