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“…but emptied himself by taking the form of a 

bondservant and being born in the likeness of men.”  
Philippians 2:7 
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I’m sure all of us can remember a Christmas play at church where the little children 

had their homemade costumes on and they were beautiful shepherds and angels.  

However, funny things can happen that actually made the play delightful.  

     I remember the first year I was at Good News Ministries, the director had all the 

children dressed in their costumes, and she even had all the animals, too.  Our special donkey was six years old and he 

wanted everybody to know who he was in the play before he got on stage.  I was standing at the front, as our narrator 

was reading the Christmas story from the Bible.  All of a sudden, I heard this thump, thump, thump sound coming down 

the aisle.  Well, our “donkey” was making the sound of the hooves and making sure people knew he was carrying a load.  

We all began to laugh because no one told our donkey to make any sound.  So when we saw the movement of the 

donkey and then heard the sound of him bouncing up and down, it truly sent a word picture of what may have happened 

while Mary was riding the donkey. 

I am sharing an excerpt from Max Lucado’s devotion, “Let’s Be Donkeys This Christmas.”  His writing really describes 

the role of the donkey and causes us to think about our place in the nativity.  

“Beneath a suspended star a baby will be born, the angels will sing, the wise men will kneel and children of 

all ages will go home telling their parents that next year they want a part in the nativity play. Little boys want 

to be Joseph. Little girls want to be Mary. Some want to wear the angel wings or bear gifts from a distant 

land. 

But no one, ever, as far as I know, volunteers to be the donkey. Which is odd, actually, for what greater 

honor could exist than to do what the donkey did? He carried Jesus. I know, Joseph is better looking and 

Mary is quite stunning. Wise men get the cool hats and angels have the hallelujahs. And the donkey? He 

just stands to the side and chews on hay. 

But look at him. Do you not see contentment in those big, brown eyes? A look of satisfaction on his face? 

He just delivered history’s greatest gift! Before Santa had a sleigh or UPS had trucks, God had a donkey. 

Thanks, in no small part, to him, the choir can sing, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.” I 

know, I know. We’d rather be Joseph, rugged and bearded. We’d rather be Mary, faithful, beautiful, and 

immaculate. But somebody needs to be the donkey. I’m thinking a donkey at Christmas is a good thing to 

be. 

 

The Christmas donkey did his work. He delivered Jesus so Jesus could be delivered. He plodded. He didn’t 

gallop or giddy-up. He did what donkeys do. He steadily stepped in the direction the master directed. And, 

upon arrival, he stepped to the side. He demanded no recognition, expected no compensation. He isn’t 

even mentioned in the Bible.  He was happy to do his job and let Jesus have all the attention. 

 

Perhaps we could learn a lesson from the Christmas donkey? There is always a place in the nativity, God’s 
nativity story, for the person who will plod along expecting no applause, bear up under the weight of the 
long haul, and carry the One who will carry us all. 
 

So here’s to the donkeys of the story. May your ride be faithful and your rest be fruitful. And we will do our 

best to follow your example.” 

 

-Pastor Wanda Myers  

 

Your Place in the Nativity 

 

         
        Preston Mathena 
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t of Christmas is all about gift giving.  

We celebrate the birth of Jesus C 

Determine to start the new year together in community with our faith family of pastors and 

ministers by attending the first Foundry meeting of 2023:  

How is Ministry Affecting your Marriage & Family? 

Saturday, January 14, 2023, 10:00 AM, Appalachian Conference Training Center, Dublin, Va. 

Counselor D.J. Sheppard will ask the tough questions like: “Married to Ministry?”,  “Empty at Home?” in an 

effort to help us all find health and healing through scripture and communication. Ministry is demanding but 

you don’t have to go it alone!  

Additional sessions for the day will feature our conference coaches. 

“Marriage and Ministry, Pastoring Together” by Todd and Tammy Porter. 

“7 Ways to Identify Potential Leaders” by Wes Galford and Wes Comer. 

Lunch will be available for a donation of $5, or bring your own. Registration for lunch appreciated but not 

required. vanessascruggs5847@gmail.com 

 

Our guest speaker, D. J. Sheppard, received his M.A. in Marriage and 

Family Therapy through Liberty University. He is now a full-time counselor for 

Beacon Counseling. He has worked in the mental health field since 2003, with 

children and teens diagnosed with different behavioral disorders, intellectually 

disabled adults, as a Case Manager, Intensive In-Home Counselor, 

Therapeutic Day Treatment Counselor, and most recently in Foster Care and 

Adoption. He has experience working with children and teens who have 

experienced trauma. Additionally, he has worked with married couples and is 

a Facilitator of Prepare/Enrich. D. J. has been married to Sarah Sheppard 

since 2007, and they have 6 amazing children.  They are part of the Christian 

Life International Church in Salem, VA, where they have actively participated for many years.  

Our coaches: 

• Wes Comer is pastor at Bethel Pentecostal Holiness Church in Organ Cave, WV wes.comer@ymail.com 

(304)646-2814 

• Todd & Tammy Porter pastor LifeChangers Christian Center in Wytheville Va. pastor.todd@ymail.com 

(276)620-6549     pastortammy511@yahoo.com (276)620-7549 

• Wes Galford is pastor at Natural Bridge Christian Fellowship in Natural Bridge, Va. 

pastorgalford@gmail.com (304)772-5727 

 
What is the Foundry?  It is a ministry to our pastors and ministers, training for them and creating community together. It is based on 
Proverbs 27:17, recognizing that iron sharpens iron, so we need community together to be the best that God has called us to be. There 
are no prerequisites, nor cost, to be a part of these meetings. The Foundry is based in the Appalachian Conference Missions and 
Evangelism Ministry. EVUSA provides training for our conference coaches under the Healthy, Growing, Multiply (HGM) ministry. 
The format of the meetings consists of 3 large group meetings and 5 peer group meetings per year. You can join a peer group of your 
choosing by contacting the coaches directly or signing up at the January meeting. 

            
    Larry Meadors 

  Community  
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REACHING A generation of promise… 

All throughout scripture, time and time again, God has used the youth to accomplish His will and purpose. We 

read about the shepherd boy named David, who became arguably the greatest leader ever known in Israel. The 

three Hebrew boys, who were so confident and bold in their stance of not bowing to a false idol. Jeremiah, the 

young prophet whom God used to bring a disobedient people back into order, as well as a group of young men 

and women who dropped everything to follow a man named Jesus. In doing so, they radically changed the world 

through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Over and over, we see where youth were used in mighty ways to accomplish 

God’s glory.  

I personally believe today is no different. Now don’t take what I’m saying the wrong way. I am not convinced that 

it is a youth-only thing. However, I do believe that there is significance in the pattern God has used previously. 

There has been a tendency that we can clearly see, and that is God uses young people in powerful ways. What 

does all of this have to do with the teenagers in your world and your church today? The answer is simple, I think. 

If God chose to use young people to advance his message and mission, then we should, too!  

The majority of people who come to Christ do so before the age of 18. Not only are they more open and 

teachable, but they are more willing and able to spread the gospel, as well. Teenagers can take the gospel further 

and faster than adults, through social media platforms and daily interaction in their schools, sports teams, and with 

peers. If we will take time to inspire, equip, and unleash teens to share the gospel, our communities can be 

reached for Christ. But we must be willing to pour into them and coach them. We have to be willing to pray for 

and push them, and we also have to be willing to let them lead. They have a voice, and they have purpose. They 

are hungry for the truth of the word, and they want to be heard. God is speaking to them in ways many of us have 

forgotten.  

I have never read in scripture where age determined our ability to lead someone to Christ. Yet so many churches 

today are hindering their youth from being who God has called them to be by not giving or allowing them to use 

the gifts that the Father has given them. Teenagers are NOT the church of tomorrow, but the church of today. 

When they believe and accept Jesus as their Savior, they are equipped with the same Holy Spirit we have been. 

They become a part of the body of Christ and are given a gift to use and a message to preach. They don’t become 

members of the church when they can tithe big and serve on a committee, but when they believe in Jesus. The 

future is not when they grow up. The future is when they show up.  

How do we reach them effectively? I personally think that showing up is half the battle -- being available and 

consistent.  Teens want someone who wants to be a part of their life. Not just at the church, but in the community 

and the activities that they are a part of . Someone who will listen and allow them to talk. (Teenagers today don’t 

want to be preached at all the time.) They want to know that they matter, and that they are important. Not just 

saying you care, but actually showing that you do.  

I read a book this summer titled, 3 Big Questions That Change Every Teenager.  A great read, by the way. In it 

they ask three big questions that each teen is trying to figure out. Who am I? Where do I fit? What difference can 

I make? Identity, belonging, and purpose. These three areas are at the forefront of what teenagers are trying to 

figure out today. Answer this:   If we, the church, don’t help them find these answers, who is going to? The answer 

is the world. We cannot just sit back and allow the world to fill their heads with false truth. We have to step up 

and be a part of their lives and allow them to grow and be productive in our churches. 
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I encourage you today, pour into them and love them with everything you have. Be present, and allow them to 

use their gifts and abilities in your services and ministries. God is raising up this generation of promise, and 

through them I believe He is going to reach and change the world! 

Always for the Kingdom, 

Pastor C. J. Cole  

bethel.students@yahoo.com 

Student Ministries Pastor Bethel PHC 

 

 

 
                 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

C.J. ministering at the Fields of Faith at Greenbrier East.  
Eleven students got saved that night. 

Bethel PHC Youth Group with Pastor Cole 
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God’s richest blessings during 

this Christmas season from  

our family to yours! 
Larry & Gloria 
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    Ron Fredericks              www.appconf.org 
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DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES RESOURCES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://iphc.org/discipleship/thejourney/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://iphc.org/discipleship/bible-reading-guides/ 

available in both English and Spanish 

Our lives are radically 

changed by the transforming 

work of the Holy Spirit 

through salvation, but that’s 

only the beginning…Are you 

ready for the next chapter on 

the journey of becoming 

more like Jesus? 
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https://iphc.org/discipleship/kids/kids-curriculum/ 

 

https://iphc.org/discipleship/2020/09/24/iphc-discipleship-

ministries-announces-vigilant-iphc-child-and-youth-safety-

resource/ 

 

https://iphc.org/discipleship/resources/ 

 

Grounded in the Bible 

Pentecostal 

Interactive 

Simple to Use 

Budget Friendly 
_________________________________ 

A new FREE curriculum from 

IPHC Children’s Ministries, 

developed and tested by 

leaders like you. 

 

VIGILANT is the child and 

youth safety initiative for IPHC 

churches. A series of video 

interviews with experts in child 

safety is available now. 

“Let the little children come to 

me, and do not forbid them for 

such is the Kingdom of God.” 

Luke 18:16 
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Plans for the Stronger Conference changed last minute 
due to unforeseen circumstances. The venue was moved 
from Dublin to Wytheville just weeks prior to the event. 
This was not a concern for the Appalachian Conference 
ladies.  Approximately 350 people showed up in 
Wytheville excited and ready for a move of God! The 
Crabb family ladies did not disappoint.  
 

The anointing was thick in the sanctuary and God 
moved in a powerful way. It truly was a night to 
remember. 

 
The ladies were treated with cupcakes made by a local 
baker, as well as a coffee and hot chocolate bar after the 
service. It was a great way to end a successful conference. 

 
Many hands made light work and I am very thankful for my team, Wendy and Kim, as well as dozens of 
volunteers helping to make this night happen. 
 

Harvest Train!  November was a busy month for Women’s Ministries as we hosted our annual fall 

conference and traveled to Falcon Children’s Home for the Harvest Train, which was back on schedule this 
year for the first time since 2019. A true story entitled, The Legacy Train, was written specifically for Falcon 
Children’s Home and was an amazing testimony of a faithful financial giver to the home named Carl 
Shelton. The children and staff did an excellent job on this program and it was received with many laughs 
and many tears. 
 
I would like to thank the Appalachian Conference for your contribution to Falcon this year; $16,841.00 
in cash was given, as well as $20,386.22 in commodities. 
 
The names of churches who reported giving this year are: 
Calvary Full Gospel Church                                                                   Life Changers Christian Center 
Cornersview Pentecostal Holiness Church                                        Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness Church 
Dugspur-Mitchell Chapel                                                                      Rosenbaum Chapel 
Liberty Hill Pentecostal Holiness Church                                           Salem-Faith Central Fellowship 
 

Again, thank you for sowing into Falcon Children’s Home. 
I truly believe your harvest will be blessed. 

 

 

 
           
    Tammy Porter               
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 “And she brought forth her 

firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in 

swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a 

manger, because there was no 

room for them in the inn.”     
                                Luke 2:7 

 
 
  

Imagine being an expectant mother, very close to her delivery day, traveling away from the comfort of 
her home, just to find there would be no hotel to lay down to rest.  How could this be?   This baby she 
carried was the One who would save the world.  Certainly, God had planned for HIs birth to be in a 
comfortable place.  Obviously, the promised Messiah would have a bed, something special, something 
just for Him.   
 
I wonder how Mary and Joseph felt knowing their baby would have to make His entrance into the world 
in a dirty, lowly stable?  This wasn’t what they had pictured.  They already had enough going on in their 
lives.  Mary had answered the call from the Lord when the angel appeared to her.  She had done 
everything she had been asked to do. It hadn’t been without challenges.  She heard the whispers.  She 
knew what people were saying about her and Joseph.  It hadn’t been an easy journey, but she had been 
obedient to her Heavenly Father.  Surely, He would fix this.   The least He would do would be prepare 
the perfect place for Jesus to make His entrance into the world. He wouldn’t let this happen.  What 
Mary didn’t know was that God had a plan.  He had orchestrated this entire thing.  It was His idea for 
the inn to be unavailable.  The stable was the perfect place for the Son of God to be born.  The manger 
was an excellent crib for this olive-skinned baby boy to be placed.   
 
Jesus came from Heaven and humbled Himself to be born into a sinful world.  He loves the rich and He 
loves the poor; the saint and the sinner.  He chose to be born in a stable.  He chose to be laid in a 
manger.  As the Savior of man, He was the picture of humility and servanthood.  Jesus humbled Himself 
from the manger to the cross.  He did it for you and He did it for me.  It was His plan and it was perfect! 
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A joyful person experiences great delight or happiness caused by something exceptionally good.  This is 

the dictionary definition of Joy.  God’s definition is that Joy is a fruit of the Spirit.  (Galatians 6:22) 

When I think about a Joyful individual, I envision the following: 

*A person who can laugh.  

*A person who is fun to be with. 

*A person who does not complain or murmur. 

*A person who can stay happy regardless of the circumstances. 

Do you know some people like this?  Can you name at least 5 people who are truly joyful? 

GOD LIKES JOYFUL PEOPLE 

Yes, I enjoy being around joyful people.  And God likes joyful people who reach out in Prayer and 

Praise.  “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you”  (I Thessalonians 5:16-18). 

Prayers that include Praise are Powerful Prayers! 

IT IS DANGEROUS TO LOSE YOUR JOY 

I have never heard a sermon preached from Malachi 3.  It is an amazing chapter, but straight to the 

point.  These scriptures tell us exactly how God feels about such issues as sorcerers, adulterers, 

those who oppress workers, and those who do not tithe.  Indeed, this would be a hard chapter to 

preach. 

 

 

 

  
 

 
Donna Hankla              
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BUT NECESSARY 

However, for those who can receive these messages and repent, great rewards await them!  Let us 

not be in the group of people who complain about serving God.  They have lost their JOY!  They are 

disappointed, and even upset at God.   

“Your words have been stout against me, says the Lord, Yet you say, What have we spoken so much 

against you?  You have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his 

ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts?” (Malachi 3:13, 14) 

LEARN TO LAUGH AGAIN 

Health returns when we laugh.  Yes, laughter is a medicine.  Research shows that children laugh 

about 400 times a day.  However, adults tend to laugh about 15 times a day.  Laughter reduces the 

level of stress hormones.  It also increases the release of endorphins (the well-being hormones). 

Laughter has been shown to improve heart health, increase pain tolerance, increase blood flow and 

improve mood.  “A merry heart does good like a medicine but a broken spirit dries up the bones”  

(Proverbs 17:22). 

GOOD TIMES AND DIFFICULT TIMES 

We must serve God joyfully during the good times and the difficult times. Let us be like those 

people that fear the Lord and talk about Him often.  (Talk about victory)  The Lord is so pleased with 

these individuals that he writes their names in THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE!  (Malachi 3:16-18) 
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          1      New Year’s Day 

          2      (Office Closed) 

 14    The Foundry 

 14    Mens’ Ministries Virtual Event 

 16    WIN Day of Prayer & Fasting/Conference Office 

 18    IPHC Day of Prayer 

 22    Sanctity of Human Life 

 26-29    Accelerant: Gatlinburg, TN 

30-2/8    Mission One Trip: Senegal 


