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Jesus said to her, 

“I am the 

resurrection and 

the life. The one 

who believes in 

me will live, even 

though they die.” 

(John 11:25 NIV) 
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I remember the day, in June of 1986, that I was ordained by the Virginia Conference of the Pentecostal 

Holiness Church. (Now Appalachian Conference IPHC). It was a huge moment for Gloria and I to sit holding 

hands together in front of the Conference body. The presiding officer, Bishop B.E. Underwood, laid his 

hands on me and ordained me into the ministry. What an exciting ministry journey that we continue to 

celebrate and recommit to!  

Minister, do you remember that day you were licensed or ordained? Take a moment to think about it. Why 

do we, as a Conference, license and ordain ministers for the preaching of the gospel?  

▪ The laying on of hands for ministry is a biblical precedent that the early church followed to 

perpetuate the advancing of the gospel message to the world. (Acts 6:6) 

 

▪ You become part of the IPHC faith family with ministry that reaches over 120 countries of the world. 

You can literally preach in your community and around the world. I so enjoy the privilege of being 

with our Conference churches and also being welcomed in 50 countries and counting.  

 

▪ Open doors. Being part of the Conference can open doors of ministry for you. However, Bishop 

Underwood reminded me and the others that day that the conference did not owe us anything! He 

quoted Proverbs 18:16, “that a man’s gift makes room for him.” He emphasized the importance of 

finding and pursuing God’s will for my life and ministry and not wait for it to be handed to me. 

  

▪ All of us in ministry need accountability and spiritual covering. This relationship between the 

Conference and our ministers is one that encourages, resources and trains on a continual basis.  

 

▪ Acceptance into ministry is a recognition by your peers of the call of God on your life. 

 

▪ Being an ordained minister can give you legal standing against the cultural tides that undermine our 

society. 

 

▪ Giving. As a minister, our tithe is sown into good soil of regional and global ministries that are 

producing good fruit.  

Pastors and ministers, as we gather this month for our Annual Conference, we will again license and ordain 

new ministers, as we have done for 116 years.  I ask you to take this opportunity to recall the call on your 

life. This is an annual opportunity of personal recommitment to passionately pursuing the ministry of the 

kingdom of God. Preach the Word. Pray for the sick. Live a life that pleases God. Raise up this generation to 

know and accept the call of God. They need you and you need them. Together, let’s do the work of ministry 

until He comes or calls.  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                
        Larry Meadors 

Ministers, do you remember the day? 
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This year’s Ministers’ and Spouse Summit was a wonderful time of fellowship and anointed 
ministry. Special thanks to Pastor Mike Dodson for his ministry, and Jeremy Carter for leading  
the TOLM praise team in worship. We love our pastors/ministers!  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

My ordination day in 

1986.  

From left to right, 

Walter Lee Wood,       

B.E. Underwood,    

Edward Wood,   

Glennard Quesenberry, 

and Larry Rogers. 

MINISTERS’ SUMMIT 2026 

2026 

YEAR OF 

THE 

PASTOR 
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What a joy it is to welcome spring! This season surrounds us with a sense of renewal and freshness. 

Warmer days begin to unfold, flowers bloom, and leaves emerge on the trees. Even the familiar scent of 

freshly cut grass reminds us that new life is all around. As we celebrate Easter, we are invited to bask in 

the life-giving truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; He is alive forevermore. 

When I reflect on the freshness of the Gospel, my heart is filled with gratitude to be part of the IPHC 

family, a people who deeply love the Gospel and prioritize sending through generosity. I was truly humbled 

by the incredible participation in all of the Great Commission Meals. Thank you for helping make them such 

a meaningful success. Now, we look ahead with faith and determination to our 2026 goal of $250,000. With 

God’s help and the continued generosity of the IPHC family, I believe this goal is not only attainable, but 

can be exceeded. 

 

 

 

 

 

            
    Wes Galford 
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We are also thrilled to share that our first Rooted & Ready gathering was a 

great success. Rooted in God’s Word and ready to serve, this ministry is 

designed for young adults ages 18–25 who sense a call to ministry. In the 

midst of life’s challenges and uncertainties, God is still calling young men and 

women to step forward with bold and unashamed surrender. 

Rooted & Ready exists to equip and empower this next generation to deepen 

their relationship with God, develop their spiritual gifts, build meaningful 

community, and actively serve within the Body of Christ. Our heart is to 

create spaces where young adults can learn together, grow together, and 

serve together. During our March 28 gathering at New Life in Roanoke, we 

experienced a powerful time of worship, the Word, and prayer, followed by a 

meaningful Q&A over a shared meal. It was a rich time of connection and 

spiritual growth. I eagerly anticipate all that God is going to do in each 

location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rooted & Ready 
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Looking ahead, we are excited to announce our partnership with The Awakening to host “The Call” on 

campus August 14–16, 2026. This event is designed specifically for young adults ages 18–25 with a focus 

on ministry calling and development. It will be a time marked by powerful worship, dynamic preaching, 

inspiring breakout sessions, and intentional connection. Please have your young adults register today! The 

first 65 students from the Appalachian Conference that registers will receive a 100% 

scholarship.  
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As we step into this new season, we are reminded that God is always at work, bringing renewal, calling 

people deeper, and raising up the next generation for His purposes. The same power that raised Christ 

from the dead is still moving today, stirring hearts and transforming lives. Let us not simply celebrate the 

freshness of spring but fully embrace the fresh work God is doing among us. Together, with faith, 

generosity, and unwavering commitment, we can step into all that He has prepared; believing that the 

best is not behind us, but still ahead. We are called to serve, designed to build; until the last one hears.  
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    Ron Fredericks              www.appconf.org 
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If your husband pastors a church in the 

Appalachian Conference, you are cordially 

invited to a life-changing retreat.  

 

Over the years we have had pastors’ wives 

approach our Women’s Ministries team asking 

if we could have something special for the 

wives to come together for fellowship and 

encouragement! 

 

We have heard you and this year we are 

making this happen. 

 

Join my team, our First Lady, Gloria Meadors 

and our special guest, Sharon Atkinson, in 

Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, May 6 through May 

8, for an intimate time of food, fellowship, 

encouragement, prayer and lots laughter as 

we come together just for you.   

 

We will be staying in a beautiful cabin in the 

Great Smoky Mountains, with all the 

amenities, including our own private indoor 

pool, as well as an outdoor theater space. 

 

We will have a time of prayer, devotion, a 

panel discussion and also our very own 

Crystal Burton will be sharing some health 

tips on ministry and menopause!  We will also 

give you plenty of time to shop and enjoy all 

that Pigeon Forge has to offer. 

 

We have very limited space, and if this is 

something you are interested in, please don’t 

hesitate to confirm your spot quickly!   

 

We are so excited to bring this opportunity to our Conference.   

 

Being a pastor’s wife isn’t always easy and not everyone understands the road you walk.  We believe this 

week will be life changing for you and you will be encouraged and strengthened in your ministry.  We want 

you to know how special you are to the Kingdom of God and to us as well. 

 

We have tried to make this week as affordable as possible, with a price of $300. This includes 3 nights in 

the cabin and all meals, if you choose to eat in. 

 

We are looking forward to seeing you in Tennessee!  Don’t let this opportunity pass. Register today!  

  

           
    Tammy Porter               
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Donna Hankla              

HEAVENLY PORTALS OPEN & CLOSE 

Terms such as portals, gates, and even windows represent places or moments where God’s presence, angels, 

and blessings are released from the heavenly realms. 

Those who experience the blessings of these portals are empowered and encouraged to pursue God’s 

purposes. Struggles that were once a hindering factor begin to disappear. New strength, joy and peace are 

infused into the very depths of the souls of these individuals.  

Consider the dream of Jacob’s ladder. At Bethel, Jacob slept with his head upon a stone. And he dreamed of a 

ladder set up on the earth and the other end reached to heaven. Angels of God ascended and descended upon 

it. (Genesis 28:12)  

This encounter had a profound effect upon Jacob. When he woke up from his sleep he responded to the 

dream. “And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and 

this is the GATE OF HEAVEN” (Genesis 28:17 KJV)! 

His words were followed with action. He built an altar and proclaimed his intent to tithe. “And this stone, which I 

have set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of all that you give me I will surely give the tenth unto you” 

(Genesis 28:22 KJV). 

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 

Another electrifying encounter was noted when Jesus rose up from the waters of baptism. 

“And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the HEAVENS WERE 

OPENED unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him: and lo a 

VOICE FROM HEAVEN, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:16,17 KJV). 

Notice that the Spirit lit upon Him, and a VOICE confirmed His identity! 

THE LORD TALKED TO MOSES 

The Spirit descended when Moses went into the Tabernacle to worship, and pray. 

“And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door 

of the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with Moses” (Exodus 33:9 KJV). 

This sight had an impact upon the children of Israel. When they saw the cloudy presence stand at the door of 

the tabernacle, they worshipped at their own tent doors. (Exodus 33:10) 

Our desires and prayers are for God’s Spirit to descend upon the church services today in this powerful 

manner! 
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WHEN PETER PREACHED TO THE GENTILES 

Cornelius had an encounter with an angel which led to the invitation for Peter to preach. 

The people were hungry for the Holy Spirit. They soaked in every word that Peter preached. Then suddenly, the 

Holy Spirit fell on all during the message. 

“While Peter yet spoke these words, the Holy Ghost FELL on all them which heard the word” (Acts10:44 KJV). 

CLOSED HEAVENS 

King Ahab and Queen Jezebel were responsible for a closed heaven over Israel. Their sins brought a severe 

judgment of drought. Jezebel influenced Ahab to give Baal equal place with God. He even built a temple to Baal 

with a wooden image of the Canaanite goddess Asherah. Jezebel urged Ahab to oppose the worship of the 

Lord, and destroy His altars, and kill his prophets.  

God arranged a meeting with Elijah and King Ahab. And Ahab accused Elijah of bringing judgment upon the 

land. “And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel” (I 

Kings 18:17 KJV)? 

Quickly, Elijah set the record straight by informing the king that the sins of following Baal and forsaking the Lord 

were the true causes of the drought. (v.18) 

Recall the showdown with Elijah and the prophets of Baal. The one who released fire from heaven would be 

declared the true God. Of course, no fire fell from heaven when the prophets of Baal prayed. However, when 

Elijah prayed, fire came down and consumed the wood, the stones and licked up the water in the trenches. (2 

Kings 18:38) 

Elijah’s job was not over. Revealing the true God and bringing the nation to repentance was the first step. But 

the heavens remained closed and no rain fell. 

Elijah took his servant and went to the top of Mt. Carmel. With earnest groans and his face between his knees, 

he prayed. After his first prayer, he sent his servant to look towards the sea. The servant came back and stated 

that no clouds were seen. (I Kings 18:41- 46) Six times the servant returned with a report that no clouds were 

seen. 

Then finally, after the seventh round of prayer, the servant returned and said that he saw a cloud about the size 

of a man’s hand. (I Kings 18:44) Out of that small opening in the heavens, a great storm arose and poured rain 

upon the nation. (v. 45) 

Repentance had been performed. Now it would require persistence in prayer on the behalf of Elijah. And Elijah 

did not give up. He prayed until the heavens opened! 
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   2 Boys’ Ministries Pinewood Derby 

     7 National Day of Prayer 

     8 Early Bird Youth Camp Registration Deadline 

     9 Educational Fellowship w/Dr. Burton 

   10 Mother’s Day 

   16 Senior Rally 

   18 Conference Work Day 

   22 Rev. Jerry Sloss Memorial Golf Tournament 

   24 Day of Pentecost 

   25 Memorial Day – Office Closed 

 


