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In just a few weeks, it will be Christmas once again. With most holidays, we use the word “happy.” Happy Easter, Happy 

Thanksgiving, Happy New Year, Happy Valentine’s Day… 
But Christmas is different. We don’t say “Happy Christmas” – we say Merry Christmas. 
  
The word “merry” is defined as “full of cheerfulness or gaiety, joyous in disposition or spirit.” To remove “merry” from 
Christmas, we would only say “Christmas to you.” 
  
Through the years as a society, the “merry” or spirit of Christmas has constantly dwindled away. Just as the Holy Spirit 
makes our lives joyful and complete, so does the spirit of Christmas. When the spirit of Christmas is missing, it means 
Christmas is not what it is supposed to be. 
  
As we know, Christmas is an extremely special day – it is the celebration of the earthly birth of Jesus. At one time, stores 
dressed up their windows with Christmas scenes and decorations lined the aisles. As time passed, stores started to back 
away from the decorations or so much as a sign on the door that said, “Merry Christmas.” 
  
It is a strong burden on my heart to put the spirit back into Christmas. I felt God gave me a slogan: “Light it up!” Light up our 
homes, our church, and go all out to put the spirit back in Christmas. 
  
At Tree of Life, we have a 150-year-old oak tree on the main road that we are decorating with thousands of lights. (I hope it 
will be seen from the space station!) We are doing a drive-through nativity, and we registered to be in the Lynchburg 
Christmas Parade with a float featuring the theme of putting the spirit back in Christmas. 
 

If we all work together, we can put the spirit back into Christmas. 
  
Whether you can do something like we are doing at Tree of Life or if you can do more, let’s all do something to light up. 
Let’s light up the world for the Light of the world! 
  
We can do this by promoting celebrations, decorations, and everyone’s participation. Christmas without “merry” or the spirit 
is just another day. 
  
Will you join in by lighting it up with bright lights and decorations, plays, and musicals? 
  
To all who own businesses: Light up that business and trust God to take care of the customers who may not like it. 
  
Light it up to put the merry and spirit back into Christmas. 
  
On the night of November 25, we will light up the big oak tree in Lynchburg. I hope and pray in your area that you will join 
me and light up that night as well. 
  
Thank you, and let’s light it up for Jesus, the One who was lifted up for us. 
  
Pastor Mike Dodson 
Tree of Life Ministries  
Assistant Superintendent of the Appalachian Conference 

 

         
        Preston Mathena 

“Let’s light up the world for the Light of the world!” 

LIGHT IT UP! 



4 
 
 

 

Chaplain (CPT) Martinez-Perez, Carmen 

US Army Active Duty  
US Army Chaplain (CPT) Carmen A Martinez Perez was born and 

raised in Cayey, Puerto Rico. She is married to Francisco Burgos and 

together they have two boys Caliel and Omaliel.  

 CH Martinez completed a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology and Mental 

Health from the University of Puerto Rico in 2003. In April 2012, she 

completed an Associate’s Degree in Applied Science of Advance 

Respiratory Therapy from Thomas Edison State University. She is a 

Certified Respiratory Therapist (CRT) from the National Board for 

Respiratory Care since 2012. She earned a Master’s Degree in Health 

Services Administration Human Resources from Central Michigan 

University on June 2015. CH Martinez completed Seminar in 2019 and graduated with a Master of Divinity 

Military Chaplaincy in May 2020 from Liberty University. She is endorsed and ordained as a minister by the 

International Pentecostal Holiness Church (IPHC) being the first female Hispanic US Army Chaplain in the 

denomination.  

She enlisted in the Army on October 27, 2004, as an Automatic Specialist Supply MOS 92A. She 

attended the English as a Second Language School in San Antonio, Texas. She completed Basic Training at Fort 

Jackson, South Carolina, and Advance Individual Training at Fort Lee, Virginia. Her first Duty Station was 

Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, assigned to the 225 Brigade Support Battalion 2nd Brigade 25th Infantry Division 

and 524th CSSB from 2005 to 2011. She worked as the Unit Armorer and as the Support Operation Offices 

(SPO) Maintenance SAMS 2E. She was promoted to Sergeant on May 1, 2009, and assigned to Alpha Company 

45th Sustainment Troop Battalion to the SPO and Equipment Readiness Division as the Brigade SAMS 2E 

NCOIC and later assigned as the Maintenance PLL NCOIC. In 2011, reclassified to the Medical Corps as a 

Respiratory Therapy Specialist MOS 68V and graduated respiratory school at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, in 

2012. As an RT, her assignment included Bravo Company Tripler Army Medical Center as an Inpatient 

Certified Respiratory Therapy NCO. In 2016, while assigned as the Outpatient Sleep Disorder Clinic NCOIC, 

she was promoted to Staff Sergeant.  

In October 2016, SSG Martinez accepted the calling to become an Army Chaplain. She Direct 

Commissioned into the Army Chaplain Corp as a Chaplain Candidate 56X MOS. While completing her Master’s 

in Divinity was assigned to the 94th TNG DIV 2nd BDE at Fort Lee, VA. Graduated from the Chaplain Basic 

Officer Leaders Course (CHBOLC) in APR 2019. In 2020, CH Martinez became a Reserve Chaplain assigned to 

the 368th MC DET CBT OPS ST at Tulsa, OK. CH Martinez assess as an Active Duty Chaplain 56A MOS in 

JUL 2021 and currently serving as the 2-6 ADA Fort Sill, OK, Battalion Chaplain.  

 

 
 

 

As a Conference, we congratulate Carmen Martinez-Perez on her faithful service and diligence in her 

pursuit of becoming a U.S. Army Chaplain.  We are confident she will do a great job.        

Bishop Preston Mathena 
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A new church will hold their first service on 

November 6 in Wytheville, Va. Church planter, 

Florian Alvarez, originally from Cuba, is 

passionate about this new work. This plant will 

be aided by the mother church pastor, Abel 

Castro, who pastors Nueva Vida PHC in 

Harrisonburg. Pastor Castro is a great 

visionary and has helped start many churches 

in the U.S. and Central America. Please pray 

for open doors for the gospel in many hearts!  

 

 

 

Global Offering (GO) needs your gift for the harvest! Currently, $49,000 is still 

needed to reach our first level 2022 goal. Soon the 2022 GO offering will be 

complete. Now is the time to respond with your giving and help take this 

offering to the next level in our conference. Our conference is on the verge of 

a “generosity breakthrough,” where we become known as a people with a 

heart for the harvest. You will discover that sowing generously puts you in the 

place of reaping generously. Thank you for your gifts sent into the office before 

November 18.  

            
    Larry Meadors 

New Hispanic 

Church Plant 

L-R: Florian Alvarez, Abel Castro, Larry Meadors 

GLOBAL HELP NEEDED 
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Over 1.5 billion people suffer from soil-transmitted diseases worldwide. Without 
shoes, children are especially vulnerable to soil-transmitted diseases and 
parasites that can cause illness and even death.   
 

This impacts children who get sick and miss school, and in turn, can’t help their 
families, and suffer needlessly. And since children’s feet grow so quickly, they 
often outgrow donated shoes within a year, leaving them once again exposed to 
illness and disease.  
  
Our IPHC missionaries, Greg & LaToya McClerkin, will be distributing these shoes 
in South Sudan. Our conference mission teams will utilize this resource, as well. 
 

The Shoe That Grows Can Make a Difference. Each pair of shoes costs $25. Give 
to the Appalachian Conference online at https://appconf.org/the-shoe-project 
or mail to Appalachian Conference, 5847 Oak Grove Avenue, Dublin, VA 24084 
and note in the memo field: The Shoe Project #43420.  This is a great project 
for the holiday season! (Deadline is 12/29/22) 
 

 

THE SHOE THAT GROWS 
A SHOE THAT EXPANDS 5 SIZES AND LASTS FOR YEARS, 

CREATED FOR KIDS LIVING IN POVERTY 

 

EXPANDS IN 3 PLACES 

TO GROW 5 SIZES 

MADE FROM LONG-LASTING 

MATERIALS 

AVAILABLE IN 5 SIZES FOR 

KIDS OF ALL AGES 
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    Ron Fredericks              www.appconf.org 

Director: Ron Fredericks: (540) 674-4131 ext. 206 or rfredericks58@aolcom 
DM Secretary: (540) 674-4131 ext. 201 or dmsecretary1@ol.com 
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With all glory and praise given unto the Lord, the October 14th and 15th Unstoppable Men’s Conference at 

Bethel Pentecostal Holiness Church was a great success.  Men from six different local churches came together 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit on Friday night and Saturday for a time of worship, Word, fellowship, and 

breaking of bread.  Pastor Aaron Hodge, from Emmanuel Open Bible Church in Frankford, WV, led the men in 

worship both days.  Reverend W.A. Mills, our IPHC National Men’s Ministries Director, preached a powerful 

message on Friday night entitled, “Guard this Man.”  Director Mills came back on Saturday morning with a 

strong and pointed exhortation on men discipling and mentoring other men.  He would say, “Every man needs a 

Paul, a Barnabas, and a Timothy in their life.” For Saturday afternoon, Bethel Men’s Ministries’ Director, 

Derek Miller, along with his family, prepared a splendid time of fellowship and breaking of bread for those in 

attendance.  There was an abundant, all-you-could-eat supply of homemade lasagna with tossed salad, French 

bread, and a strawberry shortcake dessert to top it off.  

From start to finish the Unstoppable Men’s Conference at Bethel was filled with the leading and directing 

presence of the Holy Spirit.  We thank God for His eternal faithfulness and the work He is doing in the hearts 

and lives of men from across our region.  It’s by His grace that we will continue to see men, and husbands, and 

fathers, and grandfathers rise up in the empowering of the Spirit.  We believe these men will lead their families, 

their towns and communities, and ultimately help lead our local churches into the Kingdom work and destiny 

God has ordained for each one.  May His blessing and favor rest upon the men of Bethel, the men of the 

Greenbrier Valley, and the men of the Appalachian Conference.  

In His Service, 

Pastor Wes Comer 

 

Steve Winesett

MEN’S CONFERENCE AT BETHEL WAS UNSTOPPABLE! 
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Fall is always an exciting time for Women’s Ministries. We are preparing for our annual fall conference. Harvest 
Train is always a joy to experience and collections for Christmas for Missionaries is underway. 
 

One of the highlights for me is to represent the Appalachian Conference in presenting offerings to Holmes Bible 
College, as well as Emmanuel. The past two years have looked a little different for Vision 4 Education, but this 
year we were back on schedule. 
 

The mountains of Greenville, SC, were painted with orange, red and yellow as the leaves were changing and 
showing off the artistry of our Master Designer. Vision 4 Education began with a reception for alumni. It was 
such a blessing to see people of all ages who had been impacted by Holmes and the anointing that rests there. 
The students and faculty put on an amazing program for all those who attended. The Holy Spirit was truly in 
that sanctuary. The Appalachian Conference contributed $2,650.00 to the college. We are thankful for what 
Holmes brings to our conference. 
 

Friday, October 7, was a beautiful day in Franklin Springs, Georgia, as Emmanuel’s campus hosted Vision 4 
Education in the Shaw Athletic Center. The gymnasium was the perfect setting for the event. Praise and 
worship from the Emmanuel Singers was anointed as the Holy Spirit fell upon that place. Powerful dramas 
touched the hearts of those in the room. Contributions from the Appalachian Conference, in the amount 
$3,925.00, was graciously accepted by President and Mrs. White. It was the perfect day. 
 

A special thanks to Merrimac, Piedmont and Life Changers Christian Center for your participation in Vision 4 
Education. These gifts are much appreciated by the institutions, students and the Appalachian Conference 
Women’s Ministries. 

Harvest Train at Falcon Children’s Home is scheduled 

for Tuesday, November 22.  It will be exciting to be back in the auditorium for the first time in two years. The 

parade begins at 8:30 and anyone is welcome to participate. Decorate your car, bring lots of candy and spread the 

Christmas cheer to some very special children. The program starts at 10:30 am and will take us on a journey from New 

York City to Mid-West farms, as we learn about “The Legacy Train,” which helped jump start major efforts in American 

society to help children. I encourage you to take the opportunity to be at Harvest Train if at all possible. 

If you would like to donate offerings to Falcon Children’s Home, please have them at the conference office no later 

than Thursday, November 17. 

 

 
           
    Tammy Porter               

 
 

 

 

 

HARVEST      
TRAIN 
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This song of the 1960’s won the hearts of many fans.  It was released on December 6, 1965, by the American 
Rock band, the Byrds.   The lyrics were taken from some famous Bible scriptures.  Several verses from 
Ecclesiastes chapter three provided the main theme.  “To everything there is a season, and a time to every 
purpose under the heaven”  (Ecclesiastes 3:1). 

Time to turn  

This is a season that the leaves of the trees turn to brilliant colors.  And this is a season for us to TURN more 
diligently to the study of God’s Holy Word!  It is a season of the Jewish Fall Feasts.  It is a season of appointed 
times established by God.  Currently, we have entered a time of rejoicing, which is the theme of the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 
There is much that the Father wants to share with us.  There is much that He longs to show us from His Word.  
Taking the TIME TO TURN ourselves towards His Word will open doors of divine opportunity! 

Moses turned 
Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Midian.  With his flock, he was on the 
backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.  (Exodus 3:1)  From a flaming bush, 
which was not consumed by fire, an angel of the Lord appeared to Moses.  A choice was to be made.  Would 
Moses continue with his flock? Or would he take time to listen? 
Moses said, “I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not consumed”  (Exodus 3 3). 
Moses was blessed by the presence of the great I AM! (Exodus 3: 14) 

Hezekiah turned 

King Hezekiah faced a sickness that led to death.  Even the Prophet Isaiah came to him and told him to set his 
house in order.  “For you shall die, and not live”  (Isaiah 38:1).  But King Hezekiah had a different idea.  He 
TURNED his face towards the wall, and prayed unto the Lord.  He also wept sorely.  (Isaiah 38:2,3)  He 
reminded The Lord that he had done good in God’s sight. 
One of his good deeds was calling the nations of Israel and Judah to celebrate Passover.  (II Chronicles 30)  

Also, he tore down the high places of idol worship. 

The Lord heard the prayer of King Hezekiah!  The sentence of death was over.  Life would reign instead! 

“I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears: behold, I will add unto your days fifteen years”  (Isaiah 38:5). 

Seize the season 

TURN towards God with all your heart.  TURN to His Word with sincere study.  His Presence and His Life are 

available for you, also!

       

 
Donna Hankla              

TURN!   TURN!  TURN! 
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR 

          1-11 Fall District Meetings 

  4    WM Fall Retreat – Dublin Campgrounds 

6-12   Girls’ & Boys’ Ministries Week 

 11    Veterans Day 

 18       Global Outreach Offering Deadline 

 19      The Good Minister (Dan Woods) 

 22      Harvest Train 

     24      Thanksgiving – Office Closed 

         25     Office Closed 

         28       Call to Prayer 

 

 

  


