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  IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Rev. Randolph F. Mills, Sr. , 77, passed away on 
August 19. He was ordained with the Appalachian 
Conference in 2017. He is survived by his wife, two 
sons and a daughter, as well as grandchildren. He 
will be remembered for his love of ministry, 
antique cars, blues music and other interests. 

 
 

Rev.  Sherwood Spence, 89, of Roanoke, passed 
away on September 28.  Rev. Spence was ordained 
in 1973 with the Appalachian Conference, and he 
and his wife Euna pastored several churches in 
Virginia, as well as owning a Christian bookstore and 
wedding chapel. His life was dedicated to his family 
and sharing Jesus with anyone he met. 

 

Rev. Mrs. Edna Sorrells, 87, passed away on 
October 2 at her home in Staunton, VA. She was 
ordained with the Appalachian Conference in 
1998 and pastored Bread of Life P.H. Church for 
31 years.  Her love of Jesus and faithfulness will 
be remembered and rewarded. 
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We were blessed in September to have our first of a series of Saturday sessions with Dr. Dan Woods! He will be giving us 
an opportunity to grow and learn in a three-year series of classes on practical ministry. His heart for this time together is 
to help equip and empower those in ministry, especially those who are younger in their ministries. His goal for our 
conference is for us, as leaders, to build mutual competence and confidence in our day-to-day areas of ministry.  
 

In the very first of these classes, “The Good Minister: Developing Practical Ministry Together,” was a great success! We 
had a total of 33 students, representing 28 different churches, and all 10 districts of our conference were represented! 
We spent time developing our friendships with one another, had a time of powerful prayer, and learned from Dr. Woods’ 
wisdom that he shared. There was also time for personal reflection and group discussion. We all were able to have our 
knowledge expanded by the course and learn from one another, while being personally challenged ourselves. Dr. Woods 
has a wealth of knowledge to share, but truly believes that we learn from one another and everyone can have something 
to contribute to these courses. We need each other!  
 

1 Timothy 4:6 
“If you point these things out to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished on the 

truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed.” 
 
This inaugural class was such a wonderful day in the Lord! We began class getting to know one another, and building up 
our relationships with one another. We were reminded of how we are better together, we need one another, conference 
accountability is important and conference association is beneficial in many ways. We then confronted some challenging 
questions, in thinking about what makes a “Healthy Church” and a “Good/Healthy Minister.” Dr. Dan showed us in his 
teaching that the fundamentals are vitally important, and there are things we need to remind ourselves of every day, 
while leading in our everyday lives. We were reminded that, without living out a life of faith, we cannot lead our flocks 
well. We were challenged to evaluate our health: how well we love God, how well we love unsaved people and how well 
we love others. We had a powerful prayer time and the reminder to pray until we were through or until God was through 
with us! Towards the end we looked at some daily disciplines that we might want to develop. We were encouraged to 
think of our own daily disciplines that would benefit where we are and what our needs are. Create a list of them and 
commit to them. We ended the day as a group, in prayer and in encouraging one another along. There was such a 
wonderful presence of God and atmosphere with one another, that many of us stuck around a bit longer, just to 
fellowship.  
 

Proverbs 29:18 
“Where there is no vision, the people perish” 

As I sat at the end of class listening and reflecting on the day, God brought this scripture to my mind. Without a healthy, 
vibrant, growing relationship with God, we can’t pray down, hear, or see the vision for our flock that we have been 
entrusted with. Without a heart that is burdened for the lost or a heart that is truly loving towards others, we cannot 
carry our vision well. Without a faith-filled walk that is committed to God and without healthy boundaries and the proper 
focus, we will get pulled away from the vision. My pastors (Todd and Tammy Porter), often say, ‘If you get distracted, 
you’ll get defeated.” There are many ministers and ministries being defeated by the enemy. But the enemy doesn’t have 
to win! We have the authority to stand, fight, and be victorious in the battle the enemy wages for our lives, our families  

Growing Together! 

 
         
        Preston Mathena 
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and our ministries, but it takes the proper vision and the proper focus. In order to have the proper vision and focus, we 
have to make sure that we are guarding the health and integrity of our lives and our ministries. It all works together and 
it all has to have God as its absolute center.  
 
This first session was such a timely class! It had a wonderful flow and was full of both useful and practical information! If 
you weren’t able to join us for the first class, I encourage you to come out and be a part of them going forward. They are 
well worth your time and effort to get there! The next classes will be offered on November 19, 2022, and then March 11, 
2023. The series will continue in the fall of 2023. Keep a lookout in your conference emails for dates and times. You don’t 
want to miss the opportunity! 
 
Blessings, 
Rachel Blankenship  
Online Campus Pastor  
Life Changers Christian Center  
434) 409-6316 

 



5 
 
 

 

Now is the Time…Give to Global Outreach 

The Global Outreach (GO) Offering has grown by almost $40,000 over the past 4 years! God’s great grace 

and favor has been on us as a conference of givers who want to see His Kingdom come and His will be 

done.  

With just 7 weeks to go before this year’s deadline, $82,401 is still needed to meet this year’s goal of 

$215,000. However, we are on pace with last year’s record-setting giving and together, with God’s help, we 

can go over the top! Please consider giving your best so that others may know Jesus Christ around the 

world. It is all about people!  

Please, send in your GO offering by November 18. 

 

Prayer Points for Plants 

Our conference church plants need prayer for: 

• Praiz-N-Him in Staunton to find a new location. 

• Blacksburg to bring together the core group to effect change on the campus of 

Virginia Tech and the Blacksburg community. 

• For the planting team to have favor in setting up a Hispanic church in Wytheville.  

 

THE FOUNDRY 
*Ministry to you*  *Training  for you*  *Community with you* 

 
  Proverbs 27:17  “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” 
 
Throughout this year we have had the wonderful opportunity to come together as a conference, as pastors and ministers to share, to 
learn and to grow together. We have heard from various leaders within the conference who have shared the word that the Lord laid on 
their heart and gleaned from their wisdom. We also have a talented group of conference coaches who come to us each session to share 
with us teachings on practical ministry. 
 
These gatherings are such a blessing to be a part of. Not only are we getting together to grow in ministry and learn fresh ways to apply 
God’s vision into our ministries, but we are growing as a community. We have been able to discuss ideas and difficulties together, pray 
for one another, and spend time in fellowship growing our relationships with one another.  
 
The Word says, “Iron sharpens iron.” We, as God’s people, are designed to connect. We are to live in connection with one another. The 
Foundry has offered us a wonderful opportunity to do just that. They are intentional throughout the meetings, and the peer support 
groups in between, to create an atmosphere of both growth and support; challenge and solution; teaching and sharing. It is a place to  
 

            
    Larry Meadors 
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grow as a leader to positively affect our ministry, to share the things we uniquely face as leaders in ministry and gain genuine support 
from others who have been where we are or may have learned some along the way. It is not “an ordinary training.” It is truly an  
opportunity to learn from our leadership, present and past, as they share their wisdom, while also being in an open atmosphere of 
sharing our own experiences with one another.  
 
As pastors, leaders and ministers, we have been given an amazing calling. We have been given a gift where we get to spend our time 
telling others about Jesus and call it our job. We get to share the good news with others. We get to see Jesus set captives free, change 
lives, grow people, and heal the sick. We get to use His word to share the truth, lead and comfort those in need. We get to be His 
representatives while on this earth. We get to be His hands and feet. It is one of the greatest “jobs” in the world! But that does not 
mean it is always beautiful. It doesn’t mean it doesn’t come with its share of difficulty. It doesn’t mean the load never gets heavy. 
 
There is a staggering number of ministers who feel alone. There is an even greater number who quit their ministry or walk away from 
ministering altogether because of the things they have faced, often with no one to go to for help. The Foundry seeks to reduce this 
within our conference by offering this time together throughout the year. You are not alone! We are truly better together! We all have 
room to grow. We all have room to become better leaders, and we all can use support and encouragement along this journey.  
 
This year has been about “Finishing Well.” I have personally been incredibly blessed each time I have attended these meetings or our 
peer group gatherings in between. It is always a powerful time with the Lord, while balanced with practical teaching. I enjoy the 
opportunity to get to know our leaders and my fellow pastors better. It has really helped me learn strategies to help my own ministry 
flow better and encourage my personal growth. There have been many special moments, but one that especially sticks out in my mind 
was the closing session for the year. We had the honor of listening to three men of God, Dr. C. R. Conner, Rev. David Bain and Rev. 
Walter Wood -- with 203 years combined experience! It was such a special moment to just enjoy time with them. They shared their 
heart, answered our questions and offered encouragement from their many years in ministry.  
 
Our conference’s heart is for our health and well-being as leaders and our growth as a movement. They have given us a gift in putting 
together such an awesome opportunity for us several times throughout the year. We had a great time this year! I strongly encourage 
you to come out to the meetings next year and take advantage of this wonderful ministry opportunity!  
 
Blessings, 
Rachel Blankenship  
Online Campus Pastor  
Life Changers Christian Center  
434) 409-6316 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Left to right:  Rev. Walter Lee Wood, Dr. C.R. Conner, Rev. David Bain 
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Drive-Thru Prayer 

at New Life 

     We started our Drive-Thru Prayer ministry in 2021 after 
God called our church to hold prayer services 
every Wednesday night. Pastor Tony Atkinson, our Senior 
Pastor, felt that God was calling our church to pray and seek 
for revival in our community. So, in addition to weekly prayer 
services, we began Drive-Thru Prayer to reach out a hand to 
our community and show them the love of Jesus by praying 
for the needs of whoever wanted to “Drive-Thru.” Since the 
start of this ministry, we have seen numerous people stop 
and receive prayer. However, more than that, we’ve 
experienced people simply pouring their hearts out about 
things going on in their lives and all but begging for something 
to change.  
     Ken Hash, our Drive-Thru Prayer leader, has a heart and a 
goal to show the love of Jesus and pray for every need that 
may be presented. We know that we have access to the God 
who can work anything for good for His people, with no task 
being too hard for Him. Throughout this season of devout 
prayer in our church, we have seen God move in 
unimaginable ways. We’ve seen breakthrough, deeper 
spiritual formation, and even physical healings take place in 
the year 2022. Now, all we want is for everyone to have 
access to what God has done for us. Although we’d be the 
first to tell you that it only happens when the people of God 
humble themselves and pray (Jer. 29:11). So, we encourage 
you to put an emphasis on prayer and perhaps begin a Drive-
Thru Prayer ministry for your community. We have seen it 
benefit our community and touch so many lives, so why can’t 

you? Take some time and ask the Lord if this is something you 
should be doing. And if God is placing it on your heart, we 
encourage you to start this ministry and be a blessing to your 
community.  

  
Where do you start? 

• Pick a location near the road for people to access the 
prayer line.  

• Pick a leader to set up and lead the ministry.  

• Time that benefits the community and volunteers.  

• Banners, posters, signage helps promote what is 
happening.  

• Tracts, Bibles, salvation cards are great to have to 
follow up with salvations that will occur.  

 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Garrett Clower  
New Visitor and Young Adults Pastor 
540-613-7441 
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    Ron Fredericks              www.appconf.org 

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT 

CAN BE MADE ONLINE!! 

accelerantfire.com 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS for 2023!!! 

APPALACHIAN CONFERENCE FINE ARTS FESTIVAL 

  FRIDAY & SATURDAY: April 28 & 29, 2023 

  CONFERENCE CAMPGROUNDS 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES OFFICE AT 540-674-4131 EXT. 201 

 

2023 BIBLE QUIZ 

Studying the Book of Hebrews  
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    Tammy Porter               

 
 

 

 

 

Vision 4 Education is a special time for each of our 

denominational colleges to receive funds raised by 

IPHC women throughout the year, and the good 

news is there is still time to give.  This effort provides 

scholarships for students and resources for IPHC 

institutions. Harvest Train provides a home for 

children who, for whatever reason, are unable to live 

with their parents in a regular home setting. 

We are now receiving donations for Emmanuel College, Holmes Bible College, & Harvest Train at Falcon 

Children’s Home.  If you are interested in making contributions to one or more colleges, and/or Harvest 

Train, please earmark your donation as follows: 

Emmanuel College Vision 4 Education-02101Px 
Holmes Vision 4 Education-02177P 

Harvest Train at Falcon Children’s Home-02155Px 

Please include donations on your church reports, or individuals may mail donations to: 

Appalachian Conference 
5847 Oak Grove Avenue 

Dublin, VA 24084 
 

Thank you for supporting Christian Education! 
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DAVID’S WEAPON OF WISDOM 

“And David behaved himself wisely in all of his ways; and the Lord was with him.”   (I Samuel 18:14) 

David had just escaped an attempt to take his life.  Yet, he responded in a wise manner!  King Saul was distressed by an 

evil spirit.  When David played his harp, the king experienced comfort.  Even though David had played for the king before, 

this time things were different. 

Without warning, King Saul threw his javelin at David.  His desire was to smite David against the wall.  (I Samuel 18:9-16) 

David could have retaliated. But he decided to trust God, and escape from King Saul.  David was able to make this decision 

because he was a man of prayer.  He had confidence that God would defend him. 

David’s response to distress and hostile attacks is reflected in his prayers. “But thou, O Lord, art a shield for me; my glory 

and the lifter of mine head”  (Psalm 3:3). 

JEALOUSY: A DEMONIC SPIRIT 
Jealousy opens the door for all sorts of emotions, and even spirits.  Such is seen in King Saul.  He became jealous of David 

because the women danced and sang this song:  “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands” (I Samuel 18: 

6).  From that day and forward, King Saul eyed David.  King Saul made several attempts to kill David. He even sent David 

out in a hostile battle against the Philistines. The king hoped that David would die in battle. (1 Samuel 18:17,18) 

JOB:  A HEDGE OF PROTECTION 

There was a time when Satan was jealous of Job.  God had spoken highly of Job.  The Lord even asked Satan. “Have you 

considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect man and an upright man, one that fears God, 

and eschews evil”  (Job 1:8). 

Like King Saul, these words of praise about God’s servant ignited anger and possibly even jealousy. And like King Saul, 

Satan declared war on Job.  But Satan told the Lord that Job had a hedge about him.  For this reason, Satan could not 

touch Job without God’s permission!  And like David, Job was a man of prayer. 

WISDOM WAS A WALL OF PROTECTION FOR DAVID 

David acted wisely, and the Lord was with him.  Several times King Saul came close to taking David’s life.  Yet King Saul 

just could not touch David.  David continued to respond in wise manners, until the day that Saul died in battle. And David 

held firm to his prayer: 

“You are the glory and the lifter of my head”  (Psalm 3:3). 

STUDY QUESTION 

Name the daughter of Saul that married David (Samuel 18)    ___________ 

 

  

 
Donna Hankla              
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NEWLY LICENSED AND ORDAINED MINISTERS 

At the Appalachian Conference Inspirational Conference, held on September 10, 2022, newly licensed ministers 

were charged by Bishop Talmadge Gardner and presented license by Bishop Preston Mathena and Assistant 

Superintendent Mike Dodson.  Those receiving their minister’s license were Ronnie Hamilton and Lisa Johnson. 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Newly ordained ministers are (left to right):  
Aaron Tunnell, Steven Campbell, Keith Delatte, Joshua Collins, Craig Reed and Ashley Shifflett 

Not shown: Adam Cubbage, Carmen Perez, David Riley, Michelle Riley, Tristan Russell and Todd Shifflett 
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 9  Pastor Appreciation Day 

                          17       Boss’s Day 

                          31       Call to Prayer 8-9 pm 

                  

  

 

                                   


