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Dear Church Family,

I was in 10th grade in Mrs. Jeannie Bryan’s English class the first time I read 
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar — and the first time I heard the famous phrase, “Beware 
the Ides of March.” The warning refers to the 15th day of March. In the play, a
soothsayer urges Caesar to beware that day, but he ignores the warning and is
assassinated on that very day in 44 BC. Ever since, the phrase has come to mean that 
danger is approaching.

This March, I’ll be preaching a sermon
series entitled “Bear Witness: Gospel, People, 
Story.” In this series, we will explore the call 
on every Christian’s life to bear witness for 
Christ in a lost and dying world. Our aim is 
to equip God’s people not only to show the 
love of Christ, but also to share the gospel of 
Christ.

The word gospel literally means “good news.” 
Yet the good news carries a sober reality: 
judgment is coming, and for those who do 
not turn to Christ, Scripture says there
remains “a fearful expectation of judgment” (Hebrews 10:27). The stakes could not 
be higher.

In one sense, Julius Caesar may not have been able to escape his demise even if he 
had heeded the warning. But the warning of the gospel is different. It is given
precisely so that people can turn and live. That is why Paul spoke with such urgency:  
“Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we 
may present everyone mature in Christ” (Colossians 1:28).

Here’s my hope with this sermon series: that we would be equipped and eager to 
sow gospel seeds wherever we go — so that many will hear, believe, and be saved 
(Romans 10:14-17).

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

- Pastor Ben
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Download our 
FBCE App

Sunday Service Times:
8:15 AM & 10:45 AM

Wednesdays @ FIRST
4:30 PM | Fellowship Supper

6:00 PM | Children's Activities, 
Student Worship, Adult Bible Studies


