Like a Dove

OVERVIEW

Before a single photon of light existed, the Spirit of God was already there — active, present, and brooding over the dark, formless
void. Then, at the Jordan River, that same Spirit descended on Jesus not as a fleeting feeling but as an arriving Presence — one
that came to stay. The dove image connects creation’s first moment to redemption’s new beginning.

READ IT FOR YOURSELF

“Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the
waters.”

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him.”

“Like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young...” — same Hebrew root, rachaph.

LANGUAGE & CULTURE — DEEP DIVE

The Hebrew word translated hovering is rachaph — to flutter, to brood, like a mother bird poised over her nest. It is the same root
used in Deuteronomy 32:11 for an eagle hovering protectively over her young. This is not a distant God observing chaos; this is a
tender, attentive Presence — poised, protective, and ready to bring life out of disorder. First-century Jewish readers would have
instantly recognized the dove as a symbol of peace and new creation (recall Noah'’s flood). When the Spirit descends at the Jordan
like a dove, it signals that something as vast as Genesis 1 is happening again — a new creation is being inaugurated in the person
of Jesus. And critically: the Spirit doesn't just visit. He alights — He settles, He stays.

FROM LESSON TO LIFE

If the Spirit hovers over chaos — over the formless, the dark, the not-yet — then no season of your life is too broken for His
Presence. The same Spirit who brooded over the void until light came is brooding over your situation right now. He doesn’t wait for
things to be tidy before He shows up. He shows up first, and then brings order. This changes how we face uncertainty: instead of
panic, we practice awareness — trusting that the Dove is already in the room, already at work.

QUESTIONS TO PONDER
1. Where in your life does things feel “formless and empty” right now? Can you invite the Spirit to hover there?

2. The dove at Jesus’ baptism came with the Father’s delight: “This is my Son, whom | love.” Do you live with a sense that the
Spirit rests on you with that same affirmation?

3. How does knowing the Spirit stays (John 14:16 — “He will be with you forever”) change the way you go into this week?
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Like the Wind

OVERVIEW

Jesus used one of the most ordinary things in the world — wind — to describe the most extraordinary reality: the Holy Spirit moves
where He chooses, and you cannot control Him. You cannot see Him directly, but you can always see what He does. And once
you know what to look for, you start recognizing His movements everywhere.

READ IT FOR YOURSELF

“The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with
everyone born of the Spirit.”

“Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.”

“Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live... and breath entered them; they came to life.”

LANGUAGE & CULTURE — DEEP DIVE

Jesus is speaking to Nicodemus — a Pharisee and teacher of Israel — who wants to categorize and control spiritual experience.
The Greek word for both wind and spirit is pneuma,; in Hebrew, it is ruach — breath, wind, spirit. The wordplay is intentional and
layered. You cannot domesticate the wind; sailors don’t create it — they hoist their sails to catch it. Ezekiel's valley of dry bones
invokes the same image: the ruach breathed life into what was utterly dead. For first hearers, wind was invisible power made
visible only by its effects. The Spirit's activity is the same: you may not see Him, but you see the bent trees, the filled sails, the
scattered leaves — the lives changed, the hearts turned, the courage that appeared from nowhere.

FROM LESSON TO LIFE

You may have felt something you couldn’t quite name — a pull toward meaning, a restlessness that nothing could satisfy, a
moment in a church service or a quiet morning when something stirred in you. That just might have been the Wind. The Spirit
doesn’t announce Himself with a press release. He moves, and you sense the movement. The invitation is not to chase the wind
but to cooperate with it — to position yourself in Scripture, community, and prayer where you've learned the Wind tends to blow.

QUESTIONS TO PONDER
1. Can you recall a moment when you felt an unexplained pull toward God — a restlessness, a conviction, a sense of presence?
How did you respond?

2. In what ways might you be trying to control the Spirit rather than cooperate with Him?

3. What would “hoisting your sails” look like practically in your life this week?
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Like QOil

OVERVIEW

Oil in the ancient world wasn’t decorative — it was functional, medicinal, and deeply symbolic. To be anointed was to be set apart,
empowered, and claimed. Kings, priests, and prophets were all anointed. The stunning news of the New Covenant is that the Holy
Spirit anoints every believer with the same consecration once reserved for royalty and religious office.

READ IT FOR YOURSELF

“But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.”

“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were
under the power of the devil, because God was with him.”

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor...” — the passage
Jesus read in Nazareth (Luke 4:18).

LANGUAGE & CULTURE — DEEP DIVE

The Hebrew word mashach (to anoint) gives us the title Mashiach — Messiah; the Greek equivalent is Christos — Christ. Jesus is
literally the Anointed One. When Peter says in Acts 10:38 that God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and power, he is invoking
centuries of Old Testament imagery. In ancient Israel, pouring oil on a person was a public, irreversible act of consecration — you
now belong to God for a specific purpose. Oil was also used for healing (James 5:14), and in the Tabernacle, the anointing oil
consecrated even the furniture as holy. First-century readers understood: anointing means God has placed His hand on you,
claimed you, and commissioned you. Not for comfort — for a purpose.

FROM LESSON TO LIFE

You are not waiting for ordination to matter. You are not waiting for a title, a platform, or a degree to be anointed. If you have said
yes to Jesus, the Spirit has anointed you — as prophet (you carry truth), priest (you intercede for others), and king (you exercise
authority over darkness in your sphere). This isn't arrogance; it's obedience — taking seriously what God has already declared
over you. The anointing is not for your comfort. It is for your calling: to go about doing good, as Jesus did.

QUESTIONS TO PONDER
1. How does it change you to know that the same word used for Jesus — the Anointed One — applies to you as a Spirit-filled
believer?
2. Of the three roles (prophet — truth-teller; priest — intercessor; king — servant-authority), which do you most naturally operate
in? Which do you tend to neglect?
3. Is there a specific sphere of your life — a relationship, a workplace, a neighbourhood — where God may be calling you to
exercise your anointing this week?
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Like Water

OVERVIEW

At the Feast of Tabernacles — the most water-saturated celebration in the Jewish calendar — Jesus stood up and made an
extraordinary offer; Come to me and drink. He wasn't talking about hydration. He was offering the Holy Spirit — and He described
the result not as a puddle but as a river. Contained water sustains you. Flowing water transforms everything it touches.

READ IT FOR YOURSELF

“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from
within them.” By this he meant the Spirit...

Ezekiel's vision of water flowing from the Temple — ankle-deep, then knee-deep, then waist-deep, then a river to swim in — bringing
life wherever it flows.

“For | will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; | will pour out my Spirit on your offspring...”

LANGUAGE & CULTURE — DEEP DIVE

The Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot) included a daily ceremony where priests drew water from the Pool of Siloam and poured it on
the altar — a vivid prayer for rain and a symbol of the Spirit's future outpouring (drawn from Isaiah 12:3). On the last day of the
feast, when this ceremony reached its emotional climax, Jesus stood and shouted His invitation. The Greek word for rivers is
potamoi — not streams, not trickles, but full surging rivers. Ezekiel's temple-river vision (ch. 47) shows water that gets
progressively deeper the further it flows from the sanctuary — a picture of a Spirit-life that doesn’t diminish over time but deepens.
The river also transforms the desert it enters: “swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows” (v. 9).

FROM LESSON TO LIFE

The Spirit is not meant to pool inside you — collected, contained, kept for personal comfort. He is meant to flow through you. A
pool grows stagnant; a river sustains ecosystems. When you allow the Spirit to move through you into the lives of others —
through words of encouragement, acts of service, prayers offered over a friend — you don’t run dry. You become a conduit. The
river doesn’t lose water by flowing; it is always being replenished from the Source.

QUESTIONS TO PONDER
1. Are you more like a pool (receiving, storing, containing) or a river (receiving and releasing) when it comes to what God puts in
you?

2. Ezekiel's river got deeper the further it flowed. In what ways has your experience of the Spirit deepened over time? Where has
it stalled?

3. Who in your immediate world is thirsty? How might the Spirit want to flow toward them through you this week?
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Like Fire

OVERVIEW

On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit didn't descend as a warm feeling or a vague spiritual atmosphere. He came as tongues of fire
— individual, specific, resting on each person in that room. This is the heart of God on full display: He doesn’t do generic. He
comes to you. Fire warms, illuminates, purifies — and once it catches, it cannot be contained.

READ IT FOR YOURSELF

“They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit...”

“For he will be like a refiner’s fire... He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and
silver.”

“He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” — John the Baptist’s anticipation.

“For our God is a consuming fire.”

LANGUAGE & CULTURE — DEEP DIVE

The Greek word glossai (tongues) signals speech and language — fire that comes to rest on the organ of proclamation. But the
most striking grammatical detail is this: the fire distributed and rested on each one. Not one communal flame, divided and
diminished. Each person received their own. In the Old Testament, fire signals the presence of God — the burning bush (Exodus
3), the pillar of fire (Exodus 13), the fire on Sinai (Exodus 19). For first-century Jewish believers in that upper room, fire descending
could mean only one thing: God has arrived. The refiner's fire in Malachi isn’'t punitive — it is purposeful. Fire removes what
doesn'’t belong so that what remains is pure, valuable, and luminous.

FROM LESSON TO LIFE

God doesn't give you the communal portion of His Spirit and ask you to share it around the room. The fire rested on each of them
— on you, specifically, individually, personally. Your encounter with the Holy Spirit is not secondhand. You don’t have to live off
someone else’s experience of God. And because the Spirit is fire, He both warms and refines — He illuminates the path ahead
and burns away what hinders the journey. Saying yes to the fire means welcoming both the warmth and the work.

QUESTIONS TO PONDER
1. Fire gives warmth and light — but it also purifies. Which aspect of the Spirit’s fire do you most need right now: comfort, clarity,
or cleansing?
2. The fire rested on each person — not just the apostles, not just the leaders. Do you truly believe God’s Spirit rests on you,
individually and specifically?
3. Is there something in your life that the Spirit's refining fire might be trying to burn away? What would cooperating with that
process look like, rather than resisting it?

BREATHE Series - Aurora Community Church - auroracommunity.org



