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LEANING INTO LENT
I don’t know about you, but almost every year Lent creeps up on me! I suspect after moving from the joy, and busy 
time of Christmas into the New Year, we aren’t quite ready to lean into the solace and preparation necessary to 
have our hearts ready for the most important days of our faith. 

Lent is the time we must lean into Jesus and our desperate need for him. A time to reflect on our messy human 
nature and receive the overwhelming grace of God.  The 40 days of Lent represent Jesus’ time in the wilderness, a 
time of fasting, and temptation by Satan. Individually, and as a church, we have all had a time in the wilderness with 
differing degrees of temptation and suffering.  Lent offers sacred time to unpack all that we’ve experienced and 
focus on Jesus. Bring whatever emotions you carry - repentance, broken relationships, grief, loneliness - whatever 
it is, and give it to Jesus during Lent, then celebrate and receive his astonishing gift of grace Easter Sunday! 

If you are looking for a devotional or book to journey with through Lent, here are a few suggestions!

Elizabeth Harris
Director of Adult Ministry

Gospel in Life Daily Devotion, gospelinlife.com/lent-devotional/ 

Unbinding Your Heart: 40 Days of Prayer & Faith Sharing, Mary Grace Reese, A 40-day prayer journey and study.

A Just Passion: A Six-Week Lenten Journey, Contributors Ruth Haley Barton, Sheila Wise Rowe, Tish Harrison 
Warren, Terry M. Wildman and Others

Making All Things New, Henri Nouwen

The Good of Giving Up, Discovering the Freedom of Lent, Aaron Damiani 

Kneeling in Jerusalem, Ann Weems

Amazing Grace, Kathleen Norris

Sacred Rhythms, Ruth Haley Barton

DISCOVER BONHOMME | CONNECT TO OUR COMMUNITY | MARCH 5 AND MARCH 12
Is God nudging you to take the next step in your journey of faith?  Are you curious how you can have more in your life – 
deeper relationships with God and others?  Do you want to learn more about Bonhomme and get connected?  Do you want 
to explore what it means to be a Covenant Partner with Bonhomme?  If the answer is yes, join us for Discover Bonhomme, 
March 5 and 12 at 9:45 am and 12:15 pm in Room 3205.  In these two Sundays you will learn about our ECO denomination, 
hear the Bonhomme story, how we do ministry, explore spiritual gifts and how you can connect as a follower of Jesus and 
part of our community!  We’ll enjoy lunch together and there will be time for questions with Pastors Jim and Robby!

Register for Discover Bonhomme at bonpres.org/events.  For more information on Bonhomme membership, contact Elizabeth 
Harris, 636-532-3486 or eharris@bonpres.org.
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ADULT CLASSES ON SUNDAY | 9:45 AM
How Do We Know Christianity is True? | Rev. Jim Shultz | Chapel
We believe in Christianity. Can we know it? This class will equip you to know with confidence that Christianity is true every bit 
as much as you know anything else is true.

Households of Faith | Rev. Robby Cella | Community Room
Join in the fun as we connect, learn, and do life together. We’re building thriving households which live out the gospel, for the 
love of our families, our neighborhoods and the world.

The Book of Romans | Steve Lucas | Room 2107
The Book of Romans is the greatest of the great books describing our redemption. In his preface to the 1552 addition of his 
commentary on Romans, Martin Luther states: “This Epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament and the very purest 
Gospel and is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but occupy himself with it every day, 
as the daily bread of the soul. It can never be read or pondered too much, and the more it is dealt with the more precious it 
becomes, and the better it tastes.”

Tough Questions of Faith—Answered | Dr. R.C. Sproul Video Series
Terry Grogan | Room 3208
What Did Jesus Do?
March 5: Crucifixion, Resurrection
March 12: Ascension, The Return

Questions About God
March 19: Can God Die?, Where is God When I Need Him?
March 26: Does God Have a Body?; God and Truth

Sermon on the Mount: Called to be Different | Curt Ruhlman | Room 2106
The Sermon on the Mount is not simply a list of rules to follow, it is an invitation to live under grace and experience blessings and 
rewards from a living Christ–like life. 
March 5: How Not to Be Religious  [Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18]
March 12: A Pattern for Dynamic Prayer  [Matthew 6:7-15]
March 19: What God Thinks of My Ambitions  [Matthew 6:19-34]
March 26: Relationships That Encourage  [Matthew 7:1-12]

The Book of Genesis [class taught in Mandarin] | Selina Li | Parlor
Genesis is the book of beginnings, reveals truths about God, this world, our lives, our origin, and our destiny. Study this book 
not just for information, but to meet God. We can bring our hard questions to him, approach him anytime and develop a close 
relationship with our living God. This class is taught in Mandarin for the convenience of the native speakers of Mandarin so they 
may learn the Word of God effectively. 
March 5: Abraham’s heavenly guests and his intercession  [Genesis 18]
March 12: God’s judgment on Sodom  [Genesis 19:1-29]
March 19: Lot’s family’s sin and Abraham’s repeated sin  [Genesis 19:30-20:18]
March 26: The promised son is born and the separation from Ishmael  [Genesis 21]

ESL Study | Pam Behsman | Quilt Room
Designed for our friends for whom English is a second language! Learn to share the Gospel with your English and non–English 
speaking friends. Meeting times are flexible. Contact pbehsman@charter.net to schedule a time outside of the 9:45 class time. 
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TASTE OF THE NATIONS
March 11 | 5-7:30 pm
Kilby Commons

“Taste and see that the LORD is good” Psalm 34:8

Join us for Taste of the Nations, when we will celebrate the 
diverse cultures that are God’s church and our Bonhomme 
family! Tasting of food from many cultures will be available 
along with music and a reflection from Revelation 7:9, 
“I looked and before me was a great multitude that no 
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne and in front of the 
lamb.” 

Reservations are necessary for Taste of the Nations. We 
invite anyone who would like to share a dish from their 
culture to also register. Reservations can be made no later 
than March 6 at bonpres.org/events.

BONHOMME PRESCHOOL AND KIDS DAY OUT
SUMMER PLAY REGISTRATION 
March 14 | 8:45 am
The Bonhomme Preschool and Kids Day Out Summer Play 
program provides an opportunity for children [ages one 
year through those who have completed pre–kindergarten] 
to explore fun topics in a learn–through–play setting. A 
typical day might include books and stories, creative art 
projects, music and movement, and interactive learning 
experiences. It is a wonderful way to reconnect with friends 
over the long summer months or make new friends before 
school starts again in the fall. 

REGISTRATION: Enrollment starts March 14 at 8:45 a.m. 
Forms can be found at bonpres.org/preschoolkdo.

SESSION: Each camp session is Tuesday—Thursday, 
9 a.m.–1 p.m. 

COST: $90 per session for the first child; $80 for each 
additional child.

SESSION DATES: 
Session 1 May 30–June 1

Session 2 June 6–8

Session 3 June 13–15

Session 4 June 20–22

Session 5 June 27–29

Session 6 July 5–6
 [two–day week]

Session 7 July 11–13

Session 8 July 18–20

ACT 2 LUNCHEON EVENTS
ST. LOUIS HOLOCAUST MUSEUM

March 16 | 11:30 am
We will have a guided tour of the museum, plus hear from 
a survivor or descendant of the Holocaust. The museum 
has recently been renovated and promises to be quite 
impressive.

We will meet at Bonhomme Church at 11:30 am for a box 
lunch and arrange the carpool groups.  $20 includes lunch 
and admission.

Register no later than March 13.

WINGS OF HOPE
April 20 | 11:30 am
ACT 2 Ministries invite you to hear about the wonderful 
work Wings of Hope does to help change and save lives. 

Wings of Hope is a nonprofit organization that partners 
with groups in ten countries outside of the U.S. to provide 
medical evacuation flights and access to health care 
for remote communities. Wings of Hope also provides 
free medical air transportation to people within a 900-
mile radius of its St. Louis headquarters. Located in 
Chesterfield, Wings of Hope has been nominated twice 
for the Nobel Peace Prize.

Lunch is at 11:30 am in Kilby Commons. Cost is $10.

Register no later than April 17.

AMERICA’S NATIONAL CHURCHILL 
MUSEUM IN FULTON, MO
May 18 | 8:30 am
Travel by motorcoach to Fulton, Missouri for a guided tour 
of America’s National Churchill Museum where Winston 
Churchill delivered his famous 1946 Iron Curtain speech. 
During the tour, we will view over 10,000 objects, including 
personal Churchill correspondence, original Churchill 
paintings and much more. 

The bus will leave Bonhomme Church at 8:30 am for the 
two-hour drive to Fulton, MO and return to Bonhomme 
at 4:30 pm. Cost is $60 which includes transportation, 
admission, and lunch in the Mueller Leadership Hall on the 
campus of Westminster College.

Register no later than May 15.

Register at bonpres.org/events or in Kilby Commons 
the first two Sundays of each month.

ACT 2 Events are open to all ages!
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BONHOMME BOOK CLUB
March 21 | 1:30 pm
Bonhomme Library

Join us as we read and discuss 
“The Librarian of Boone’s Hollow” 
by Kim Vogel Sawyer. During the 
Great Depression, city–dweller 
Addie Cowherd is forced to take 
the only employment she can find—

delivering books on horseback to 
poor coal–mining families in the 
hills of Kentucky. But turning a new 
page will be nearly impossible in 
Boone’s Hollow, where residents 
are deeply suspicious of outsiders.

Even local Emmett Tharp feels the sting of rejection after 
returning to the tiny mountain hamlet as the first in his 
family to graduate college. And as the crippled economy 
leaves many men jobless, he fears his degree won’t be 
worth much.

As Addie also struggles to find her place, she’ll unearth 
the truth about a decades–old rivalry. But when someone 
sets out to sabotage the town’s library program, will the 
culprit chase Addie away or to ask help of the only person 
who can help her put a broken community back together?

Despite the hardships of the great depression, the simple 
story of loving others though grace flows throughout 
the novel. Grace to love the unlovable. Grace to love the 
strangers. Grace to not judge and to love through the 
hardships.

If the Book Club sounds like an activity you would enjoy, 
you can contact our librarian, Sunnye Hollingsworth, 
sunh052@yahoo.com or 636.532.7790.

GOOD NEWS EASTER EGG HUNT
April 1 | 10 am
Steffen Hall

Easter is coming and it’s time to 
register for the Good News Easter 
Egg Hunt! Come celebrate the 
good news of Jesus Christ with a 
Jesus–focused egg hunt, music, 
crafts, activities, and food. 

The event begins in Steffen Hall. 
Check–in begins at 9:45 am. Each child should bring an 
empty Easter basket. Bring your friends and neighbors!

Pre-registration is greatly appreciated by March 25. 
Register at bonpres.org/children.  

Questions? Contact Jennifer Fee, jfee@bonpres.org.

CIRCLE 6 EASTER BASKET
DONATIONS NEEDED

Circle 6 will be assembling and 
delivering Easter baskets to children 
newborn through 16 years of age at the 
Family Haven Salvation Army Homeless 
Shelter and also at the South Side Early 
Childhood Center. 

Donation boxes are in Steffen Hall 
Lobby and in Kilby Commons now 
through April 2. There is a need for medium and large 
baskets and grass.  We do not need plastic eggs.

Items needed: small gifts and games, small stuffed animals 
[without button eyes], school supplies, small books for kids 
of all ages, packaged candy and snacks, stickers, coloring 
books, bubbles, markers, paint sets, play dough, socks, 
balls of all sizes, hair accessories and bows, match box 
sized cars, and jump ropes.

Thank you for your help with this Easter project. 

READY, SET, BAKE
March 18 | 9:30–11:30 am or 11:30 am–1:30 pm
Steffen Kitchen

You’re invited to the Bonhomme 
kitchen to help prepare baked goods 
that will be served during the 9:45 am 
3C’s gathering! Anyone is welcome 
to join us: whether you want to learn 
more about the art of baking, are 
interested in connecting with others in 
the congregation, or because baking is 
your passion. 

We will meet in the Steffen Kitchen on March 18. Given 
the awesome showing last month, we are planning two 
baking sessions: 9:30–11:30 am and 11:30 am–1:30 pm. 

RSVP to Jane Campbell, JaneCampbellSTL@gmail.com 
or 314.775.3431 with your preferred time slot. 

ISAIAH 58 MINISTRIES BAG OF BLESSINGS
MARCH MENU

Please remember to help those in 
need by donating to the Food Pantry. 
Sardines, cooking oil [48 oz. or smaller],  
chili, shampoo, razors, shaving cream, 
dish soap. Peanut Butter is always a 
welcome addition.

You can bring the item[s] to the Isaiah 58 Ministries Food 
Pantry receptable inside the church. We ask that all fruit 
and vegetable contributions be canned and, if possible, 
low sodium and/or in their own juices.
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2023 2022 2023 VS. 2022
OPERATING INCOME ACTUAL BUDGET* OVER (UNDER) ACTUAL OVER (UNDER)

Month $ $119,921 $119,921 $171,746 $(51,825)

Year-to-Date $119,921 $119,921 $171,746 $(51,825)

OPERATING EXPENSES

Month $ $154,033 $154,033 $149,754 $4,279

Year-to-Date $154,033 $154,033 $149,754 $4,279

INCOME VERSUS EXPENSE

Y-T-D Income $119,921 $119,921 $171,746 $(51,825)

Y-T-D Expense $154,033 $154,033 $149,754 $4,279

Surplus (Deficit) $(34,112) $(34,112) $21,992 $(56,104)

BALANCE IN OPERATING RESERVE

As of 1/1/2022 $617,656

2022 Surplus (Deficit) $(34,112)

Current balance  $583,544

BONHOMME FINANCIAL SUMMARY | JANUARY 2023

THANK YOU | CHRISTMAS VOLUNTEERS
As always, God’s house was gloriously decorated to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ! Each year it takes many 
hands to put up the decorations and to take them down. 

Thank you to Simon Everts and his Youth Ministry of 
young women and men who moved all of the decoration 
boxes from the storage cages to Kilby Commons. We are 
grateful for their enthusiasm, young muscles and energy!

Thank you to the following elves who fluffed the bows 
and decorated the halls of Bonhomme: Lynn Duncan, 
Lois Henderson, Cheryl Holland, Cathy Lasater, Jeannie 
Luther, Robin Oldfield, Mike Pittman, Bill Reddy, Chris 
Ruhlman, Marcia and Terry Speiser, Susan Stafford, Prill 
Weiss, Cindy and Vic Wendt, Martha and Bob Wildgen.

A very special thanks to the take down crew: Lois 
Henderson, Robin Oldfield, Bill Reddy, and Cindy Wendt.

Bonhomme is blessed to have good and faithful servants 
who bring glory to God with their helping hands!

If you would like to be a Christmas decorating volunteer, 
please contact me at janehemberger@mac.com, or 
314.374.5570.

Blessings,
Jane Hemberger

BONHOMME LIBRARY
BOOKS ON THE PARABLES OF JESUS
Interested in gaining a better understanding of the best–
known stories in the world? Check out our special display 
of adult and children’s books on the parables of Jesus. 
Here are a few examples:

• The Parables of Jesus by William Barclay brings to 
these stories a new force and significance for the 
modern reader. Each chapter analyzes an individual 
parable—identifies its theme, explains it in the light of 
the language and customs of the ancient world, and 
clearly interprets its meaning for us today.

• The Return of the Prodigal Son 
is a spiritual adventure story.  A 
chance encounter with a poster 
of Rembrandt’s The Return 
of the Prodigal Son led Henri 
Nouwen to bring the parable 
to life with empathic analyses 
on each character. Nouwen’s 
writing is so clear and his tone is 
so appealingly frank and humble 
that readers—no matter how far 
from home—will find hope for themselves in the prodigal 
peace Nouwen describes.

• The Illustrated Parables of Jesus presents parables 
from the Gospels told in a youthful yet tasteful comic–

book style. The simple words and beautiful, brightly 
colored illustrations will captivate children whether they 
read the book on their own or with their family.

If you have any questions about our library, contact 
librarian, Sunnye Hollingsworth, library@bonpres.org.

*Budget not set yet
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EASTER LILIES 2023
We are planning for Easter and the lilies that will adorn the Sanctuary. If you would like to participate, 
please fill out the form below and place it in the offering plate any Sunday morning, or send it to: 
Deanna Simpson, Bookkeeper, 14820 Conway Rd, Chesterfield, MO 63017. Please make checks 
payable to Bonhomme Church.

Please have your requests and monies into the Church office by Monday, April 3 so 

we can be sure to print your name and message in the April 9 program.

Name (of donor/s):  ___________________________________________   Phone #:  ___________________

Message for program: ____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Number of plants: ______  @ $12 per plant = Total $ _______          

Do you want to take your plant(s) home after the service?   Yes _____     No ____
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