
Order of Worship for December 4, 2022 
 

Gathering 
  Prayer of Preparation 

God of our salvation, you straighten the winding ways of our hearts and smooth the paths made rough 
by sin.  Keep our conduct blameless, keep our hearts watchful in holiness, and bring to perfection the 
good you have begun in us.  We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose day draws near; 
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever.  Amen.   Book of Common Worship 

 
Prelude “Symphonie gothique (Op.70):  Andante sostenuto” Widor 

Dr. Wm. Sullivan, organist 
 

  Welcome  Rev. Dr. Jim Shultz 
  Lead Pastor 
  The FEED 
 
 

Praising 
  Prayer of Invocation  Steve Lucas 
 

*Lighting the Advent Candle of Peace 
Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

People: Those who dwell in a land of deep darkness, on them has a light shined. 
Leader: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

People: And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 

Leader: Today we relight the candle of Hope, and we light the candle of Peace, for Jesus is the 
Prince of Peace, and he brings to our lives peace beyond our understanding. 

People: We thank you, Lord, for the Peace that is ours through your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

*Hymn [see insert] “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL 
 
 

Confessing 
  Call to Confession 
 
  Confession of Sin 

O promised Christ:  We are a world at war.  Our peace depends on your coming. 
 

We are a sinful people.  Our pardon depends on your coming. 
 

We are full of good intentions but weak at keeping promises; our only hope of doing God’s will is that 
you should come and help us do it. 
 

Lord Christ, Word made flesh, our world waits for your peace, for your pardon, and for your grace.  
Even so: come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 



 
  Silent Confession 
 
  Declaration of Pardon  

Leader: As we hear the ancient prophecies of the coming of the Messiah, we long for the day when 
death will be swallowed up and every tear will be wiped away. 

People: As we wait expectantly for Christ’s promised return, we live in the assurance of 
God’s gracious forgiveness. 
 
 
 

Proclaiming 
*Scripture Reading: John 14:1-6   

Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are many 
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 
also. And you know the way to where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

 
*Scripture Response  Isaiah 55:11  

Leader: So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

People: It shall not return to me empty, 
Leader: But it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

People: And it shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
  Sermon Series:  Immanuel – God with Us 

  Message: “The Way, The Truth, the Life”   Rev. Dr. Shultz 
 
 
 

Responding 
*Hymn No. 527 “Come Away from Rush and Hurry”  PROMISE 
 
  Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table 
Words of Institution 
Communion of God’s People 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
  Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen. 



 
  Musical Meditation  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Goeller 

Chancel Choir 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee. 

 

Come to us, redeem and cleanse us, Show us mercy, grant us peace. 
Heir unto the throne of David Fear and strife shall ever cease. 

 

By Thine own eternal Spirit, Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit, Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 

Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 

 
 

  A Word about Stewardship  Rev. Lynn Packwood 
Minister of Music and Pastoral Care 

 
 

Sending 
*Hymn No. 88 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ST. LOUIS 
 
*Benediction  Rev. Dr. Shultz 
 
  Postlude  “Symphonie gothique:  Allegro” Widor 

Dr. Wm. Sullivan, organist  
 
 

Sanctuary flowers are in honor of the first wedding anniversary of  
Doug and Ginny Hillhouse.  —John and Nancy Hillhouse 

 
Floral Arranger:  Mary Bruning 

 
 

 
Bonhomme Mission Partners: 

 

Local: 
The Freedom School [Restore STL] 
The Haven of Grace 
Inside Out Prison Ministry [Restore STL] 
Isaiah 58 
Oasis International Ministries 
Restore St. Louis 
 
 

International: 
Comfort Foundation [Novgorod, Russia] 
El Centro Integral [Honduras] 
Todd and Julie Hendry [Brazil—Avant] 
Katherine Milla [India—Student Mobilization] 
Daniel and Sarah Puttcamp [Costa Rica—Global 
Outreach] 
Ron and Lisa Redell [Macedonia—SEND Int'l] 


	*Lighting the Advent Candle of Peace

