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NOTE FROM PASTOR JIM SHULTZ
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call 
him Immanuel” [which means “God with us.”]   Matthew 1:23
“God with us.” What an amazing thought! The God of the 
universe chooses to be with me … with you … with US! I 
do not ever want to take that truth for granted. God is with 
us! He is near!

Christmas is a time when we reflect on Jesus’ birth. What makes that story 
so special is the very idea that God drew near. God took on human flesh so 
that he could be “God with us.” God’s presence with us is not just about 
Christmas, but about today as well.

There are some among us who fear that God is against them. Perhaps they feel 
guilt, shame or regret. They believe that God does not want to be near to them. 
But the story of Christmas gives us a different story. God is not out to zap us, 
but he drew near in Jesus Christ. God has demonstrated in Jesus that not even 
our sin or guilt can separate us from his love. 

How is it that God is with us today? That is what we will reflect upon during 
this Christmas season. God is with us in many ways. He draws near to us 
through the Holy Spirit [John 14:16]. He draws near to us as we live according 
to his ways [John 14:6]. He draws near to us as we gather in community with 
one another [Matthew 18:20]. He draws near to us when we serve others in 
the name of Christ [Matthew 25:40]. Our God is with us. He is Immanuel!

During this Christmas season, I hope that you will explore new ways that God 
is with you. Perhaps the Holy Spirit will put on your heart new ways that God 
wants to draw near to you. Maybe you commit to joining a community group 
or class. Maybe you find an opportunity to 
serve others in the name of Christ or share 
Christ with others. Maybe you start a prayer 
plan or a Bible reading plan. We will talk 
about many ways that you can experience 
God’s presence in your life as we consider 
God’s word together. 

Whatever you do, the hope of Christmas is 
that God is with us. He will draw near if you 
allow him. He wants to be with you. That is 
why he is called Immanuel: God with us!
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Bonhomme
Annoucement

Bonhomme’s session and staff 
are excited to announce that we 
are going to adjust our Sunday 
Schedule to allow us to be united 
every Sunday for the 3 Cs: Coffee, 
Community, and Classes starting 
on January 8!

At 8:30 am, there will be a Traditional 
Service in the Sanctuary.

At 9:45 am, there will be a time for 
Coffee, Community, and Classes. 
This takes the place of Growth Hour.

At 11 am, we will have a Modern 
Service in Steffen Hall and a Hybrid 
Traditional Service in the Sanctuary.

For more information on the 3 C’s, 
visit bonpres.org.
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ADULT MINISTRY
By Elizabeth Harris, Director of Adult Ministry

Joy to the World, the Lord is come!  Advent, the season 
where we prepare for the birth of Jesus, is here. Advent, 
literally meaning “a coming into place” or “arrival” from 
the Latin adventus, “arrival or approach.” For Christians, 
Advent is the expectant waiting and preparation for both 
the celebration of Jesus’ nativity and his return at the 
Second Coming. I confess to sometimes getting caught 
up in all of the hustle and bustle surrounding Christmas, 
forgetting to slow down and savor the full joy and holiness 
of Advent. One of the lessons God is teaching me in 
these times is to withdraw from the tyranny of busyness 
to a simpler, more meaningful pace, a gift I intend to 
receive this Advent. I hope you will also receive this gift 
in moments where you can settle in with God and renew 
your soul by going deeper into Scripture, a new book or 
devotion on the coming of his Son. As you slip into Advent 
moments consider one [or more] of these resources and 
receive little drippings of goodness and joy!  

 ♦ Book of Isaiah: Especially Chapters 7, 9, 42, 49, 
50, 52, 52

 ♦ Because of Bethlehem by Max Lucado

 ♦ Hidden Christmas by Timothy Keller

 ♦ God Is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and 
Christmas by Dietrich Bonhoeffer

 ♦ The Dawning of Indestructible Joy: Daily Readings 
for Advent by John Piper 

 ♦ Come, Let Us Adore Him: A Daily Advent 
Devotional by Paul David Tripp

 ♦ Jesus Calling for Christmas by Sarah Young

 ♦ The Purpose of Christmas by Rick Warren

 ♦ Gospel for Life—Advent devotion and video, 
gospelinlife.com 

 ♦ Lutheran Hour Ministries Advent Devotions,
 lhm.org/advent

PRESCHOOL/KIDS DAY OUT
By Sharon Rinklin, Director of Bonhomme Preschool 
and Kids Day Out [KDO]

The children and staff are gearing up for a very busy and 
eventful December! We started off with Lynn Packwood 
speaking to our preschool children on November 28 in 
the Sanctuary. This was our ninth Christmas Chapel, and 
we looked forward to hearing Lynn speak about the birth 
of baby Jesus! Lynn also led the children in a traditional 
Christmas hymn and a few of our church bell ringers played.  

Our preschool friends will present their annual Nativity 
Play for their families in the Sanctuary on December 13. 
They dress up, act, and sing to tell the story of baby Jesus’ 
birth.  Our parents always love this event!  Our classrooms 
will be buzzing with Christmas excitement as they make 
crafts, play games, and sing Christmas songs!

We had a very successful ‘80s Family 
Fun Night on November 10! The 
children and their families dressed 
up and danced the night away. Our 
families are extremely generous, and 
this fun night brought in extra funds 
to help improve safety upgrades 
throughout our school! 

Operation Christmas Child was 
another huge success as well! The 
children loved working with their 
families to stuff boxes for boys and 
girls around the world.

Preschool/KDO registration for the 
2023–2024 school year for church 
members will begin January 9, 2023. 
Please look for more information 

regarding registration in the January 2023 Pioneer Press. 
Please don’t hesitate to call or email if you would like to 
set up a tour and hear more about our program.

We look forward to celebrating the true gift of Christmas 
with the children! Jesus!

OFFERING ENVELOPE UPDATE
Since many of you now make your contributions online,  
from annuities, or IRAs, the need for numbered offering 
envelopes has been greatly reduced. Also, thanks to 
new technology, your checks are scanned each week 
and automatically matched to your account. All this 
leads us to say, we no longer see the need to provide 
numbered offering envelopes. We will still have offering 
envelopes available throughout the church for you to use 
for confidentiality and to mark for donations other than 
the operating budget. Feel free to grab one as you enter 
the church to use that morning or grab a handful on your 
way out to keep at home. Thank you for helping us as we 
strive to find ways to help reduce our expenses.
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BONHOMME EVENTS AND PROGRAMS

ACT 2 MINISTRY CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
AND MUSIC EVENT
December 15 | 11 am
Kilby Commons

Come join the ACT 2 Ministry and 
share Christmas joy with a delicious 
Christmas lunch, carols, and festivities! 
The Bonhomme Preschool will share 
their Christmas joy as they sing with 
us, followed by more music fun with 
Annette and Dale Burkhardt.  

Lunch is $10. Reservations can be made online at 
bonpres.org/events or Sunday mornings no later than 
December 12.

2022 CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
Circle 6 is sponsoring the Christmas Giving Tree this 
year. Gift tags are available in Kilby Commons and 
in Steffen Hall Lobby, December 4. Gift tags are also 
available at bonpres.org/givingtree. 

Children and women served by 
agencies in St. Louis and in the 
state of Missouri will benefit from 
Bonhomme’s love and care. We 
have always been able to fulfill the 
wishes of the children.

Gifts MUST be turned in on 
Sunday, December 11 as the 
agencies will be picking up the gifts 
on Monday, December 12.  

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP AND FOOTBALL
December 19 | 7 pm
Mike Duffy’s Grill [Clayton and Woodsmill]
We will gather every third Monday in 
the east dining room to fellowship, 
regroup [as many of us haven’t 
interacted in some time], and watch 
Monday night football. There will be 
the opportunity to discuss/plan upcoming service events, 
small group options, the men’s retreat, etc. 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE WALK
December 4 | 8:30 am
Kilby Commons
Calling all Bonhomme cookie 
bakers—KIDS, STUDENTS, MOMS 
AND DADS. It’s almost time for the 
annual Christmas cookie bake sale. 
To make this a success, we need 
bakers to share their talents by 
contributing home–baked cookies, candies, or bread. 
[6 dozen cookies/candies] 

Bring your delectables [in disposable boxes] to Kilby 
Commons on Saturday, December 3 from 10 am–2 pm. 
Volunteers are needed for Saturday, December 3 to 
receive goods and place the items on trays. We also have 
two shifts available for helpers on Sunday, December 4, 
8:30–10:30 am, and 10:30 am–12:30 pm.

All proceeds will be given to Bonhomme–supported 
charities. We only accept checks and cash. If you 
are interested in baking delicious items, volunteering 
Saturday, or Sunday, visit bonpres.org/events to sign-up. 

If you have questions, you can call or text Sue Cox,  
314.322.5790. Thank you for your help and support. 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS AT BONHOMME
Advent Continues December 4
The Season of Advent is a time to prepare our hearts, 
minds, and souls for Christmas.  The season began this 
year on Sunday, November 27.  Advent will conclude on 
Christmas Eve.

Christmas Choral Concert
December 18, 4 pm
Our Chancel Choir, joined by narrator 
Marcia Walter, will present our annual 
Christmas Choral Concert. This year, 
the presentation will be “The Word 
Became Flesh” by Dan Goeller telling 
the message of Christmas through 
narration and song.

A small string orchestra will be on hand, and the audience 
participation will make the evening even more festive!  
Please mark your calendar now to save this special date!

Christmas Worship Schedule
December 23: Modern Service at 5 pm in Steffen Hall

December 24: Modern Service at 4 pm in Steffen Hall
 Lessons and Carols with Communion 

and Candlelight at 6 and 8 pm in the 
Sanctuary

Sunday, December 25, 11 am in the Sanctuary
 We will have one service with Pastor 

Jim Shultz preaching and have a relaxed 
service of worship.
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BONHOMME EVENTS AND PROGRAMS

BONHOMME LIBRARY IS READY FOR 
CHRISTMAS
Your Bonhomme Library has a wonderful collection 
of books and DVDs for children and adults to help you 
celebrate the Christmas season. Please stop by the 
Bonhomme Library and Kilby Commons to see our 
special displays of Christmas selections.  Here are a few 
of our favorites:

Hidden Christmas: Timothy Keller takes readers on 
an illuminating journey into the surprising background 
of the nativity. By understanding the message of hope 
and salvation within the Bible’s account of Jesus’ birth, 
readers will experience the redeeming power of God’s 
grace in a deeper and more meaningful way.

A Night of Great Joy: Mary Engelbreit presents a 
delightful picture book that celebrates the joyful season of 
Christmas. This book tells the story of the nativity through 
the performance of a children’s Christmas pageant. With 
adorable illustrations and simple storytelling, Engelbreit 
paints a wonderful picture of the night that Jesus was born.

The Christmas Star: A Love Story: Paul Bennett had 
the perfect life—until one fateful Christmas brought an 
unthinkable tragedy. In deep despair, he turns to drinking 
to drive away the pain, but he only succeeds in driving away 
his wife. Paul now despises Christmas. But can the holiday 
he so detests hold a miraculous surprise? Can Paul find 
salvation on the night 
that forever changed 
the world?

If you have questions 
about the Bonhomme 
Library, contact the 
Church Librarian, 
Sunnye Hollingsworth,
library@bonpres.org.

BONHOMME ISRAEL TRIP
Reservation Deadline: December 28
Join Robby Cella and Elizabeth 
Harris with Pilgrim Tours on The 
Best of Israel 10–day tour April 
18–27, 2023!  There are still spots 
available to travel to the Holy Land.  
Our travels will include walking 
where Jesus walked—Nazareth, 
Caesarea, Capernaum, the Sea 
of Galilee, Jordan River and of 
course Jerusalem, City of David.  

To join us, contact Elizabeth Harris, eharris@bonpres.org.

SUNDAY GROWTH HOUR CLASSES
The New Testament You Never Knew
9–10 am | Curt Ruhlman | Room 3208
Do you know the real story behind the New Testament? 
NT Wright and Michael Bird lead a tour of the story–
behind–the–story of the New Testament. Join us for this 
video and discussion class.
December 4: No class [cookie walk]
December 11: The Mission of the Church, Part 2
December 18: The Creation of the New Testament
December 25: No class

The Screwtape Letters
9–10 am | Jane Campbell | Room 3224
Based on CS Lewis’ iconic and fascinating book, we 
will take a deep dive into a brilliant and satirical look at 
spiritual warfare, morality, and the dynamics of temptation. 
Includes short videos followed by in–depth discussion 
and application.
December 4: No class [cookie walk]
December 11: Letter 21 “Entitlement”
December 18: Series Wrap Up: Ten Essential Truths from 

The Screwtape Letters
December 25: No class

Tough Questions of Faith—Answered
“Christianity in America”, Dr. Stephen Nichols
The History and Theology of Christianity in North American
10:30–11:30 am | Terry Grogan | Room 3208
December 4: Fundamentalism – Part 2; 
 Evangelicalism – Part 1
December 11: Evangelicalism – Part 2; What’s Next?
December 18: The Christmas Star – Terry Grogan
December 25: No class

Gospel of Jesus Christ According to the Apostle John
10:30–11:30 am | Steve Lucas, Steve Cox
Room 3205
Do you want to know Jesus at a new and deeper level? Do 
you want to love him the way he loves you? The Apostle 
John knew Jesus at a deeper spiritual level than any of his 
followers. His profound writings reveal the spiritual depth 
he gained as he knew, loved, and worshiped Jesus, his 
Savior and friend. [No class December 25]

The Screwtape Letters
10:30–11:30 am | Cathy Russell | Room 3224
December 4: No class [cookie walk]
December 11: Letter 21 “Entitlement”
December 18: Screening: “The Most Reluctant Convert”
December 25: No class
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BONHOMME EVENTS AND PROGRAMS
DEACON UPDATE
Earlier this year a team of Deacons was elected by the Congregation to support Bonhomme on becoming a more welcoming 
church, specifically as guests were concerned. Before job descriptions related to church guest services could be defined 
and systems put into action, time was needed by the group for professional development and understanding the state of 
Bonhomme’s Guest Ministry.  

Currently, the Deacon–Guest Services includes three functioning sub–teams; Sunday Greeters; New Guests; and Guest 
Enfolding. Guest Enfolding focuses on loving Bonhomme’s regularly attending guests and new members. This happens 
when the Guest Enfolding leaders communicate with Bonhomme’s discipleship ministries, encourage the ministries and 
learn how they are connecting with guests. Guest Enfolding is also responsible for recruiting, training, praying for, and 
assigning Connection Coaches to guests and new Covenant Partners. Connection Coaches shepherd guests and new 
members toward a deeper relationship with Jesus and Bonhomme Church. The hope is that through these connections 
more people will come to know Jesus, be in relationship with Jesus, and that God will be glorified.   

In 1 Peter 4:7–10 and Romans 12:13, these verses call each follower of Christ to extend hospitality. It challenges Bonhomme’s 
Guest Services Leadership to foster a whole–church culture of hospitality. When we are hospitable, we sacrifice our own 
rhythms to share Jesus with others. When we are hospitable, we love others.  

With that in mind Bonhomme Family, let’s give the best gift ever to the world this Advent and Christmas ... JESUS! [“Love” 
is another name for Jesus.] How? Ask God for strength, to be bold in delivering this gift. Ask him to show you “open doors” 
for delivering this amazing gift and trust he will do it! Offer a smile and wish someone “Merry Christmas.” Introduce yourself 
to the person at church who seems new to you. Offer to escort the person who appears lost to the space they are trying 
to locate. Go carolling. Brainstorm more ideas with family and friends.

Deacons: Darin Blasiar; Kathy Poole–Bowers; Matt Brandenburg; Steve Ecker; Heidi George; Christine Jenkins; 
Janice Wilson; Prill Wiese  

Deacon–Guest Services Sub–Teams and Team Leader: 
Guest Enfolding and Connection Coaches: Heidi George, we4george@gmail.com.
New Guests: Christine Jenkins, christine_jenkin@hotmail.com.
Sunday Greeters: Steve Ecker, steve.ecker@topproducersinc.com.

Merry Christmas!

MISSION MINISTRY
ISAIAH 58 MINISTRIES 
BAG OF BLESSINGS
December Menu
Please remember to help those in 
need by donating to the Food Pantry. 

Tuna, canned vegetables, pancake 
mix, syrup, diapers [sizes 5,6,4T,5T], 
diaper wipes. Peanut Butter is 
always a welcome addition.

You can bring the item[s] to the Isaiah 58 Ministries Food 
Pantry receptable inside the church. We ask that all fruit 
and vegetable contributions be canned and, if possible, 
low sodium and/or in their own juices.

ISAIAH 58 MINISTRIES
CLOTHING DONATIONS
Please donate your gently used clothing items to Isaiah 
58 Ministries. Coats are of great need at this time. 

The collection site is the closet 
just east of the Sanctuary on 
the other side of the stairs near 
Community Room. 
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2022 2021 2022 VS. 2021
OPERATING INCOME ACTUAL BUDGET OVER (UNDER) ACTUAL OVER (UNDER)

Month $ $184,541 $174,755 $9,786 $325,015 $(140,474)

Year-to-Date $1,546,396 $1,504,475 $41,921 $1,548,892 $(2,496)

OPERATING EXPENSES

Month $ $166,176 $181,570 $(15,394) $311,475 $(145,299)

Year-to-Date $1,692,362 $1,702,061 $(9,699) $1,614,797 $77,565

INCOME VERSUS EXPENSE

Y-T-D Income $1,546,396 $1,504,475 $41,921 $1,548,892 $(2,496)

Y-T-D Expense $1,692,362 $1,702,061 $(9,699) $1,614,797 $77,565

Surplus (Deficit) $(145,966) $ (197,586) $51,620 $(65,905) $(80,061)

BALANCE IN OPERATING RESERVE

As of 1/1/2022 $538,343

2022 Surplus (Deficit) $(145,966)

Current balance  $392,377

BONHOMME FINANCIAL SUMMARY  OCTOBER 2022

WELCOME NEW COVENANT PARTNERS
In our ECO denomination, members are called Covenant Partners, which more accurately expresses the relationship 
we enter with our church through membership. A covenant, is a chosen relationship in which two parties make binding 
promises to each other. Biblically, covenants can be between God and man or man and man. And a partnership is where 
two or more people share ownership in a relationship. So ECO and Bonhomme view membership to be a partnership in 
ministry, made in covenant with each other and with God. As such, there are mutual expectations of both the member and 
the church. The church can expect the member to participate in the life and work of the church. That means worshiping, 
learning, serving, and giving as God calls you. The member or Covenant Partner, can expect the church to help them grow 
spiritually, to support and encourage them as they grow in following Jesus, to be a caring, loving presence when life is 
challenging and to be a community of believers that you can do life with. Those of us belonging to a church as Covenant 
Partners have a holy relationship with God and each other united in our local church and with the Church universal. 

With this holy covenant in mind it is with great joy that we welcome Bonhomme’s newest Covenant Partners. We welcome 
them into our church family and celebrate how we will all serve God together!

Bosede Akinwumi 
[Pictured with her son Michael]

Brook Angelbeck 

Cindy Deffenbaugh

Caroline McClure

Stuart Snodgrass

Beatrice Mugisha
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

4

6

8

Elizabeth Webber

Kristy Gagstetter
Trudy Monteith

Dianne Droney
Nick George
Ann Olson
Nick Phillips
Angie Pietrowski

Megan Armstrong
Cindy Bennington
Brittany Dowell
Kristin McCormack
Ernest Skidmore
Imogene Springer

Blake Glover
Jenn McDonald
Rob Radina
Jodi Rahal
Gary Spindler

Carolyn Goedeke
Christiana Koenemann
Linda Koenemann
Mike Kolman
Callie Mathis

Dana Altermatt
Mark Koeniguer

Betsy LeDoux
Bonnie Otto

Shelley Corrigan
Nancy Evers
Andrew Hollinrake
David Saltmiras

Steve Alley
Carol McCollum
John Tafoya
Prill Wiese

Chris Hartshorn
Carol Northup
Kurt Tull

Sandy Dowell
Cory Koenemann
Jacob Mueller

Peggy Cantrell
Curtis Stump

Amy Meiser

John Baker

Jeff Eigenseher
Cyndy Fleissner
Rick Kern
John Robb
Sydnee Stottlemyre

Terri Knight
Oliver Kokal
Aaron Lang
Austin Powers
Kelly Schrieber
Shirley Wadleigh

Erica Baker
Scott Glover
Lexi Magnuson
Kurt Radina

Lori Buchanan
Vicki Carius
Michael Marino

Maegan Porter

Nancy Rapp

John Rahal
Lillian Saltmiras

Hannah Gilmore
Colin Greenwalt
Amy Slone

Randy Johnson
Jill Morris
Terry Weatherby

Barb Eiler
Tamara Eustis
Laura Lucas
Kathie Mundschenk

Peggy Anderson
Nicole Brawley
Amy Galvin
Elizabeth Harris
Jim Keim
Lynda Zebelman

Bob Buchanan
Lynda Niehaus

15

16

27

28

1

30

13

3

10

20

14

19

29

7

9

11

17

21

31

12

22  

5

24  

25
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MAKE A SOUND INVESTMENT 2022
A “Sound Investment” may be made in memory or in honor of a special person or persons. Your gift will be placed 
in a special fund to supplement the music budget for music, special printed programs, and instrumentalists for our 
Christmas musical presentations. 

If you desire, the name(s) of the person(s) to be honored or memorialized will be printed in a program available at the 
Christmas Choral Concert, scheduled for December 18. Please make checks payable to Bonhomme Presbyterian 
Church. Donations may be made at any time, but form and check must be received by Monday, December 11 
for the names to appear in the concert program.

Please enclose the following information with your contribution:

Name: __________________________________________________________    Phone #: _______________________________

Amount of Check: ______________     Wording for Program: ______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CHURCH POINSETTIAS 2022
We are planning for another beautiful Advent season overflowing with Christmas Poinsettias. If you would like to be a 
part of this Christmas tradition, please complete the form below and enclose $12 per plant. You may put your check 
and form in the offering plate or send it directly to:  

Deanna Simpson,  Bonhomme Presbyterian Church, 14820 Conway Road, Chesterfield, MO 63017

Please enclose the following information with your contribution:

Name of Donor(s): _________________________________________________     Phone #: _____________________________

Wording for Bulletin: _______________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Number of plants: _________  @ $12 per plant = Total  $ _______________   

Do you want your plant after December 25?     Yes ______          No ______

The poinsettias will be in the Sanctuary December 18 through December 25.
Please respond by December 12 so that your message can be included in the 

poinsettia program that will be available on Sunday, December 18.
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
TRADITIONAL SERVICE

IN THE SANCTUARY  
Sundays at 8:55 am

MODERN SERVICE
IN STEFFEN HALL

 Sundays at 10:30 am
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