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VADA BESSVADA BESS

STATEMENT OF FAITHSTATEMENT OF FAITH

MY VERSE - ACTS 17:27-28MY VERSE - ACTS 17:27-28

God did this  so that  they  wou ld seek Him and perhaps  reach out  for  Him and f ind Him ,  though He

is  not  far  away  from any  one of us.  For  in Him we l ive and move and have our  being .

My  faith goals  at  the beginning of the year  included :

Be bold in my  faith ,  to trust  God in the good and bad .

To spread the Gospel ,  bear  the fru it  of the Holy  Sp ir it .

Love others  l ike Jesus  and center  my  l i fe around Him .

What  I ’ve learned this  year  in confirmat ion :

The Gospel can be spread in many  ways ,  and through how  I  treat  others.

I ’ve learned my  relat ionship  w ith Jesus  is  personal ,  and I  am closest  to Him when I  talk to Him ,

look to Him ,  not  to the wor ld .

I ’ve learned how  to depend on Jesus.

My  name is  Vada Bess ,  and I ’m here to share my  faith statement .  I  have had a much eas ier  l i fe

than many  peop le in so many  ways ,  and I  am forever  gratefu l  for  that  and al l  God has  given me.

Desp ite the wonder fu l  peop le and bless ings  He put  in my  l i fe,  there have been p lenty  of moments

throughout  my  l i fe where I ’ve wondered if  I  even matter  or  who I  am ,  and I  think over  t ime,  I 've

realized God is  the solut ion to al l  of that .  Fourth grade was  a t ime in my  l i fe when it  felt  l ike

things  were beginning to fal l  apar t  after  being stable for  so long .  I  star ted to lose who I  was ,

wondered what  I  was  doing wrong ,  and even at  one point  cons idered taking my  own l ife.

Everything seemed much bigger  to me than it  actually  was  back then ,  and that  factor  began to

determine the feel ings  I  faced each day.  Both fourth and f ifth grade brought  many  changes  in my

l i fe,  from fr iendships ,  feel ings ,  and even my  ident ity.  I  never  w ished (and st i l l  don ’t  w ish)

anything bad on these peop le because in the long run ,  they  are the same peop le who have

caused me to know  Chr ist  and realize that  everybody  has  their  own struggles  and f laws ,  myself

included .  

Throughout  the course of Middle School ,  I  have also dealt  w ith confus ing fr iendships  and issues

that ,  in the process ,  have cont inued to confuse me about  who I  am .  I ’ve never  felt  l ike I  fu l ly  f it  in

or  have found “my  peop le”  yet ,  but  throughout  the course of middle school and my  l i fe in general ,

God has  made me realize l ife isn ’t  about  f itt ing in .  ’ve always  had test  anx iety  and been a huge

per fect ionist ,  so hav ing God in my  l i fe has  also made me realize it ’s  not  about  the grade on the

test ,  the number  of fr iends  I  have,  or  i f  everybody  I  know  l ikes  me.  At  the end of the day,  it ’s

about  surrender ing my  l i fe to God and know ing I  don ’t  have to feel those pressures  when I  spend

t ime w ith the peop le He has  already  given me that  love me for  ME .  



Ever  s ince fourth grade,  I  have always  tr ied to fit  in ,  p lease those around me,  and l ive up  to

standards  that  I  cou ldn ’t  keep.  In reality,  these were l imit ing me from seeing the beauty  in my

l i fe that  I  can now  confident ly  say  I  have exper ienced .  I  know  there are peop le in my  school/ l i fe

who st i l l  don ’t  l ike me and others  who do,  but  that  doesn ’t  matter  to me anymore because I  know

that  God always  loves  me for  who I  am .  Understanding this  is  what  has  al lowed me to find my

spark again ,  along w ith who I  am .  God has  shown me healing ,  love,  and grace,  and I  don ’t  think

I ’ l l  ever  be able to fu l ly  put  it  into words ,  so the most  I  can do is  show  the love He shows/has

shown me to those around me every  day.

One of my  favor ite verses  is  Acts  17 :27-28 ,  “God did this  so that  they  wou ld seek Him and

perhaps  reach out  for  Him and f ind Him ,  though He is  not  far  away  from any  one of us.  ‘For  in

Him we l ive and move and have our  being .’  As  some of your  own poets  have said ,  ‘We are his

offspr ing .’  This  verse has  stood out  to me because it  reminds  me that  God loves  me for  who I

am ,  how  God never  moves  away  from me and is  never  far  either,  and how  know ing Him means

lov ing others  l ike He wou ld ,  which has  helped me grow  in my  relat ionship  w ith Him .  I  also want

to say  how  gratefu l  I  am for  the ways  God has  changed me drast ical ly  and al l  the ministry  He

has  given me,  because w ithout  al l  that  I  wou ldn ’t  be where I  am now.  My  relat ionship  w ith God is

st i l l  a work in progress ,  but  I ’ve found that  desp ite how  helpfu l  the peop le,  church serv ices ,  and

ministry  are,  I ’m closer  to God when I  spend one-on-one t ime w ith Him .  Gett ing to know  God has

been hard ,  and it ’s  never  been easy  seeing peop le around me get  to know  Chr ist  and talk about

all  these wonder fu l  exper iences/feel ings ,  and wonder  what  I ’m doing wrong .  I ’ve had to learn

that  gett ing to know  Him is  a personal thing ;  It ’s  not  about  what  those around you  do,  it ’s  about

what  works  for  you  and whether  that ’s  worship  songs ,  reading your  Bible,  or  s imp ly  just  pray ing

at  the end of the day.  God just  wants  to know  you ,  not  the s imp l i f ied or  normalized vers ion of

you.  

As  I  grow  more in my  faith ,  I  p lan on serv ing at  Bonhomme by  cont inu ing to attend church

serv ice,  par t icipat ing in a Bible Study  (whether  that ’s  at  school ,  w ith family,  or  somewhere

else) ,  reading my  Bible on my  own ,  and making t ime for  God every  day.  Making t ime for  God is

impor tant  to me because I  f ind that  I  grow  distant  from Him when I  don ’t ,  and I  think doing these

things  w i l l  help  me achieve that  purpose.  I ’m st i l l  far ther  from God than I  want  to be,  and I ’m st i l l

so far  from being per fect ,  but  I ’m working on my  relat ionship  w ith Him day-by-day  and learning

to accept  that  has  been impor tant  to me.  Somet imes  l i fe moves  too fast  for  you  to keep  up  w ith

it ,  so it ’s  very  crucial  to learn to enjoy  the present  you ’re in r ight  now  through al l  the chaos.  I ’ve

found that  when you  do that ,  you  begin to see the beauty  in the l ife God has  already  given you.  

I  am excited to be bapt ized in Modern Serv ice on Confirmat ion Sunday.



OLIVIA BLACKOLIVIA BLACK

STATEMENT OF FAITHSTATEMENT OF FAITH

MY VERSE - ROMANS 12:2MY VERSE - ROMANS 12:2

Do not  be conformed to this  wor ld ,  but  be transformed by  the renewal of your  mind ,  that  by

test ing you  may  discern what  is  the w i l l  of God ,  what  is  good and acceptable and per fect.

When I  was  10  years  old ,  after  attending the Easter  Egg hunt  at  Bonhomme,  I  asked my  Dad

if I  cou ld be bapt ized .  I  knew  at  this  age I  bel ieved Jesus  was  my  Sav ior  and wanted to be

his  fol lower.  I  was  bapt ized on Ju ly  17,  2022 ,  at  Bonhomme Presbyter ian Church by  Pastor

Robby  Cella .  I  am thankfu l  my  parents  raised me in the church .  I  have been a Chr ist ian ever

s ince I  can remember,  and for  a long t ime,  I  just  felt  l ike I  was  going through the mot ions.

But  then I  star ted going to Route 66 ,  and I  star ted to understand the Bible more.  Then I

sw itched schools ,  which was  really  hard at  f irst ,  but  after  a while,  I  realized that  it  had been

for  the best.  

One of the verses  that  really  stuck out  to me,  which was  ment ioned at  Kirk Day  School ,  was

Romans  8 :  38-39 ,  declares  that  absolutely  nothing can separate believers  from God 's  love

found in Jesus  Chr ist.  "For  I  am conv inced that  neither  death nor  l i fe,  neither  angels  nor

demons ,  neither  the present  nor  the future,  nor  any  powers ,  neither  height  nor  depth ,  nor

anything else in al l  creat ion ,  w i l l  be able to separate us  from the love of God that  is  in Chr ist

Jesus  our  Lord".  It  made me realize that  nothing can take me away  from God 's  love,  and no

matter  how  much I  think I 'm not  good enough ,  God w i l l  always  love me.  What  has  also helped

me is  realiz ing that  my  grades  don 't  define who I  am ,  and they  don 't  define my  wor th .  

Something I  love about  our  church is  the worship  serv ices ,  which help  me feel connected

w ith God ,  and I  feel l ike I  don 't  have to wear  a mask .  Another  thing I  love about  our  church is

how  we 're al l  united in Chr ist ;  no matter  what  race,  everyone is  welcome.  Also,  I  feel l ike our

church family  has  a really  good way  of making peop le feel loved and cared for.  How  Jesus

has  impacted my  l i fe is  that  I  take comfor t  in the fact  that  he has  a p lan for  me.  

At  the beginning of the year,  my  faith goals  were :

To treat  everyone w ith kindness ,  even my  enemies.

To memor ize scr ipture more.

To comp l iment  someone every  day.

What  I ’ve learned this  year  in confirmat ion :

I ’ve enjoyed learning about  my  church .

I ’ve learned about  the ECO Presbyter ian faith .

How  I  am par t  of the church and can serve Him in the church w ith my  sp ir itual gifts.

I ’ve enjoyed learning about  other  Chr ist ian denominat ions  and bel iefs ,  and that  has  helped me

understand my  bel iefs.



OLIVIA BLACKOLIVIA BLACK

Bible study  at  my  school has  also really  grown my  walk w ith Chr ist  because it  has  taught  me

about  sp ir itual contentment  and how  to deal w ith suffer ing .  I  have also learned that  I  need

to love others  the way  Jesus  loved us.  Confirmat ion has  helped me because I  know  I  am

saved ,  so I  can have a relat ionship  w ith God ,  because I  can never  be good enough .  Final ly,  I

want  to serve the church by  help ing out  w ith the preschoolers  and maybe going on a miss ion

tr ip  at  some point .



KATIE BRANDENBURGKATIE BRANDENBURG

STATEMENT OF FAITHSTATEMENT OF FAITH

MY VERSE - JEREMIAH 29:11MY VERSE - JEREMIAH 29:11

 For  I  know  the p lans  I  have for  you ,”  declares  the Lord ,  “p lans  to prosper  you  and not  to harm

you ,  p lans  to give you  hope and a future.

I ’ve always  known that  God was  real ,  He knows  me,  and He ’ l l  always  love me.  I ’ve only  recent ly

tru ly  bel ieved this ,  though .  I ’ve grown up  in this  church ,  and I ’ve known most  of the peop le here

s ince I  was  l itt le.  My  parents  have brought  me to church s ince I  was  born ,  and though it  wasn ’t

always  Bonhomme,  it  has  been as  long as  I  can remember.  They ’ve helped me through var ious

s ituat ions  in my  l i fe when I  needed their  suppor t  or  gu idance.  My  fr iends  have p layed a large

par t  in grow ing my  faith ,  s ince most  of my  closest  fr iends  are Chr ist ian and go to this  church .

Every  t ime I  see them ,  I  remember  how  blessed I  am to have such amaz ing fr iends  who help  me

grow  closer  to God .  The event  that ’s  most  substant ial ly  helped to grow  my  faith was  Camp

Generate,  both t imes  I ’ve gone.  Being in a room fu l l  of Chr ist ian teenagers  who are al l  there to

praise God together  is  the most  surreal thing I ’ve exper ienced ,  and it ’s  one of my  favor ite

things  I ’ve ever  been so lucky  to be a par t  of.  Even after  Generate f inished ,  and I  was  back

at  home,  I  cou ld feel that  God was  st i l l  w ith me.  Al l  the great  things  about  Generate may

not  have come home w ith me,  but  God always  did .  Generate encouraged me to read my

bible every  night  and pray  to God whenever  I  can ;  subsequent ly,  I  feel closer  and closer  to

God every  day.  

Desp ite al l  the bless ings  in my  l i fe,  I  obv ious ly  st i l l  doubt  some things.  I ’ l l  think about  how

r idicu lous  the concept  of a greater  being is ,  much less  one who w i l l  love me no matter

what .  I  often think that  Heaven is  an odd not ion ,  and wonder  i f  it ’s  really  just  a nice

concept ,  brought  about  only  because humans  can ’t  accept  that  they ’ l l  s imp ly  cease to

ex ist  one day,  and Heaven is  just  an idea to give one a sense of control .  Not  to ment ion al l

these bad things  happen to good peop le,  yet  we believe there ’s  st i l l  a lov ing God?  When I

have these doubts ,  I  often think of my  favor ite Bible Verse,  Jeremiah 29 :11.  "For  I  know  the

p lans  I  have for  you ,”  declares  the Lord ,  “p lans  to prosper  you  and not  to harm you ,  p lans

to give you  hope and a future."

At  the beginning of the year,  my  faith goals  for  this  year  were to :

Speak up  about  Jesus ,  not  be afraid to talk about  Him a lot .

Don ’t  be afraid to inv ite peop le to church .

Read the Bible more.

What  I ’ve learned this  year  in confirmat ion :

God is  real ,  and I ’ve learned how  Jesus  v iews  other  peop le and the wor ld .

The New  Testament  was  in the Roman Emp ire era ,  which makes  the Bible seem more real .

God made everyone in His  image,  which is  why  we need to love everyone as  ourselves ,  even if

they  are different .

I ’ve learned to trust  God when I  doubt .  I  am forgiven and loved no matter  what .

To study  my  Bible,  pray,  serve my  church family  at  Bonhomme Church ,  and fol low  God ’s  word

every  day  of my  l i fe.



KATIE BRANDENBURGKATIE BRANDENBURG

I  know  that  God has  always  loved me,  and always  w i l l  love me,  even if  it ’s  diff icu lt  to believe so

much of the t ime.  I  know  that  God has  a p lan for  me,  and He won 't  fai l  me.  I ’d l ike to pursue

God ’s  p lan ,  but  obv ious ly,  I ’ l l  have to figure out  what  He wants  for  me f irst.  For  now,  I  know  He

wants  me to cont inue grow ing in Bonhomme church ;  I ’ l l  go to youth groups  and Bible studies.  I

also know  that  I  shou ld inv ite my  other  fr iends  to church ,  even if  they  aren ’t  Chr ist ians.  I ’ l l

keep  study ing my  Bible,  pray ing ,  serv ing my  church family,  and fol low ing God ’s  word every  day

of my  l i fe.  Even when I  doubt  i f  God ’s  there,  I  know  that  He is ,  and He ’ l l  help  me.  Ult imately,  I

know  that  Jesus  is  real because I  know  the difference between me w ith Him and me w ithout

Him .  I  am excited to be bapt ized on Confirmat ion Sunday  in the Tradit ional Serv ice by

spr inkl ing .



KATE COVINGTONKATE COVINGTON

STATEMENT OF FAITHSTATEMENT OF FAITH

MY VERSE - ROMANS 6:23MY VERSE - ROMANS 6:23

For  the wages  of s in is  death ,  But  the gift  of God is  eternal l i fe through Chr ist  Jesus  our  Lord .

I  bel ieve that  God is  my  Sav ior  and that  He walks  w ith me through every  chal lenge I  face in l i fe.

No matter  what  chal lenges  come my  way,  I  know  that  he is  always  r ight  by  my  s ide,  gu iding me

and suppor t ing me through it  al l .  God is  the Father  and the creator  of everything on ear th ,  and

his  power  is  greater  than anything in the wor ld .  He created both the good and the struggles  that

shape peop le into who they  are today.  I  bel ieve that  God created the beaut i fu l  ear th and the

highest  heaven .  I  feel that  he cal ls  me to share his  name and spread his  words  to l ive out  my

faith .  God is  the reason I  am where I  am today.  He cont inues  to gu ide me,  help  me

grow  stronger,  and help  me become the best  vers ion of myself poss ible.  To me,  God is  the

greatest  hero and the creator  of the universe.  

Jesus  is  the Son of God ,  and I  bel ieve her  once l ived on ear th among us.  He gave his  l i fe on the

cross  so that  our  s ins  cou ld be forgiven ,  show ing the greatest  act  of love and sacr i f ice for  al l

peop le.  I  bel ieve that  when we tru ly  repent ,  we w i l l  be forgiven ,  and he is  always  there to l isten ,

when we turn to him .  I  know  that  Jesus  hears  me when I  pray,  whether  it ’s  at  night  when I ’m

alone in my  room ,  or  r ight  before a big test  he is  always  there l istening to everything I  have to

say.  I  f ind comfor t  in know ing that  he is  always  there when I  need him .  I  am thankfu l  to be a true

fol lower  of him .  

To me being a Chr ist ian and going to church is  more than just  attending ,  it  is  about  grow ing

closer  to God and shar ing his  love w ith others.  I  bel ieve that  Chr ist ian ’s  shou ld talk to others

about  God and share what  he has  done for  us.  I  have seen peop le and heard peop le say  that

they  don ’t  bel ieve and when peop le spread love and kindness  to them instead of ha�ng them ,

the outcome is  so much more beaut i fu l .

I  was  bapt ized in May,  2012  by  my  parents  and am thankfu l  they  raised me in the church ,  taught

me about  Jesus ,  and encouraged me to be par t  of the Confirmat ion class.  This  year  in

confirmat ion ,  I  have really  enjoyed show ing up  and being a par t  of the lessons  and feel ing

included by  those around me.  I  have learned so much about  God and even other  religions  that  I

didn ’t  know  before that  are so cool .  It  has  been very  interest ing to learn the things  that  he has

done for  me that  I  did not  realize before.  I  also enjoyed making gifts  for  peop le dur ing Chr istmas

and help ing the elders  donate gifts  to peop le in need .  This  helped me realize how  impor tant  it  is

to spread love and help  care for  those in need ,  al l  while stay ing connected in faith .

My  faith goals  at  the beginning of the year  were to :

Read my  Bible more

Make fr iends  at  Church

Attend church more frequent ly

What  I  learned this  year  in confirmat ion :

I ’ve learned to dig deeper  into my  faith through Bible study.

I ’ve learned who God ,  Jesus ,  and the Holy  Sp ir it  are and the role they  p lay  in my  l i fe.

I ’ve grown much closer  to God and love Him w ith al l  my  hear t .



God created every  person on this  ear th to be unique in their  own way.  I  bel ieve that  is

impor tant  because we shou ld never  try  to change ourselves  to fit  in because God took his

t ime making everybody  beaut i fu l .  He is  the reason we see beauty  al l  around us.  Through

my  confirmat ion journey,  I  have met  so many  peop le and learned so much about  God and I

bel ieve I  have grown so much closer  to him .  The bible helped me be�er  understand who

God is  and the role he p lays  in our  l ives ,  and al l  that  he has  done for  us.  It  has  comp letely

gu ided my  faith and has  helped me see so many  things  from a much better  perspect ive.  

Confirmat ion has  helped me become closer  w ith God and his  journey.  It  has  helped me to

stay  in his  faith and dig deeper  into mine.  I  star ted my  faith journey  because my  parents

decided to bapt ize me when I  was  a baby.  Being confirmed is  impor tant  because now  I  can

make my  own decis ions  in my  faith .  I  love how  in these past  few  months  I  have learned so

many  new  fun ,  and interes�ng facts  about  God .  It  has  made me become closer  to God .  I

cher ish and love God w ith al l  my  hear t .



CHARLOTTE ERKERTCHARLOTTE ERKERT

STATEMENT OF FAITHSTATEMENT OF FAITH

MY VERSE - ROMANS 10:9MY VERSE - ROMANS 10:9

Because,  i f  you  confess  w ith your  mouth that  Jesus  is  Lord and bel ieve in your  hear t  that  God

raised him from the dead ,  you  w i l l  be saved .

After  I  have been through confirmat ion ,  I  have realized that  Jesus  has  always  had an impact  on my

l i fe.  He has  helped me pray  for  small  things  in l i fe and big things  in l i fe.  He has  helped me

through rough t imes  and delightfu l  t imes.  Jesus  w i l l  always  impact  my  l i fe and always  be there for

me.

Peop le know  me as  a Chr ist ian when I  say,  “ I ’m going to church today,”  or  “Can I  help  pray  for

you?”  It  shows  my  kindness  towards  others  and being there for  my  fr iends.

Whenever  I  was  younger,  I  wou ld love to go to a tradit ional church ,  and I  st i l l  do.  I  loved l istening

to the hymns  and the reflect ing l ight  from the stained-glass  w indow.  It  wou ld always  remind me of

the Holy  Sp ir it  being there w ith me.  One examp le of the Holy  Sp ir it  being present  w ith me is  when

I was  as leep,  I  was  wonder ing about  my  softball  coaches  and what  gender  their  baby  wou ld be

s ince they  were keep ing it  a secret  to everyone,  including them .  Then al l  of a sudden ,  I  saw  a

l ight  and heard a voice say ing ,  “ It  w i l l  be a baby  gir l ,”  which I  knew  God ’s  presence was  w ith me,

and a few  months  later,  they  had a healthy  baby  gir l  named Laney.  She is  adorable !

As  a chi ld I  never  really  learned and knew  God but  I  wou ld go to church .  Now  that  I  am in

confirmat ion I  know  a lot  more about  my  faith ,  as  well  as  about  other  religious  faiths.

I  think my  mother  has  helped me grow  w ithin the church and has  helped me answer  the quest ions

I 've had .  I ’m so gratefu l  to have such a wonder fu l  mother  to gu ide me through confirmat ion .  Also,

I  wou ld l ike to acknow ledge my  confirmat ion leader  Ju l ie Logan for  help ing me through this  whole

process  and also help ing w ith any  other  quest ions.

One Bible verse that  is  special  to me is  Romans  10 :9.  It  reminds  me to always  bel ieve in Jesus  and

how  God w i l l  help  us ,  as  well  as  show  us  the road that  we shou ld take in l i fe.

In a few  years  from now,  I  cou ld see God help ing me decide which college I  shou ld go to and

which career  path I  shou ld take for  the rest  of my  l i fe.  I  bel ieve that  God 's  road is  always  the r ight

road to take in l i fe.  He w i l l  take us  out  of a ditch that  we are stuck in and help  us  get  back up  on

our  feet .  I  also believe that  he w i l l  help  me in softball  dur ing high school and finding the r ight

peop le for  me !

At  the beginning of the year,  my  faith goals  were to :

Try  to be the best  vers ion of me.

Greet  someone w ith a high f ive.

Be nice to everyone.

What  I ’ve learned this  year  in confirmat ion :

Jesus  forgives  al l  my  s ins ,  and the Holy  Sp ir it  w i l l  always  be there for  me.

He has  a path in l i fe for  me !

I ’ve learned to pray  more regu lar ly.



I  want  to help  the community  and show  my  faith by  working w ith kids  in the summer  at  VBS .  I

wou ld l ike to do a Bible study  at  my  school ,  also once I ’m able to dr ive,  I  wou ld love to come to

church more often s ince it  w i l l  open a w indow  for  me to use my  pass ion and personality

towards  me going to church .

I  wou ld also l ike to say  I  wou ld love to be bapt ized this  year  and grow  in my  faith ,  I  know  that  I

have s inned so,  w ith that  I  wou ld l ike to be bapt ized as  it  w i l l  give me a sense of gu idance

throughout  my  l i fe and help  me acknow ledge that  we al l  have s inned ,  but  in the end we are

forgiven by  our  one true Sav ior,  Jesus  Chr ist.  I  wou ld l ike to be bapt ized in Tradit ional Serv ice

by  spr inkl ing on Confirmat ion Sunday.



PAYTON FISCHERPAYTON FISCHER

STATEMENT OF FAITHSTATEMENT OF FAITH

MY VERSE - JOSHUA 1:9 MY VERSE - JOSHUA 1:9 

 Have I  not  commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not  be afraid;  do not  be

discouraged ,  for  the Lord your  God w i l l  be w ith you  wherever  you  go.

I  bel ieve God is  the Father  and Creator.  I  always  knew  the Lord was  real and that  Jesus  died for

my  s ins ,  but  Confirmat ion has  taught  me more about  what  it ’s  l ike to be a Chr ist ian .  That  Jesus

is  the only  way  to be saved and go to heaven .  I  enjoyed learning about  other  peop le ’s  religions.

It  is  interest ing because I  have not  heard of some of them or  understood what  they  were about

or  bel ieved in .

I  was  bapt ized at  Bonhomme Church on May  13 ,  2012.  I  don ’t  remember  being bapt ized butglad

my  parents  did it  when I  was  a baby,  so I  knew  as  I  grew  up,  I  wou ld have a church family.  I  used

to pray  on and off,  but  w ithin the last  year,  as  I  learned and got  to know  more about  my

relat ionship  w ithJesus ,  I  star ted feel ing better  and pray ing more.  Over  t ime,  I  have come to see

how  pray ing makes  me feel good .

I  w i l l  grow  in my  faith by  cont inu ing to pray  regu lar ly.  I  bel ieve pray ing connects  me w ith

Jesusand I  l ike talking to Him .  I  also enjoy  l istening to Chr ist ian mus ic and going forward w i l l

l isten to it  more because it  always  puts  me in a good mood .  I  want  to cont inue going to church

and want  to try  to pr ior it ize it  more because I  feel closer  to God when I  do.  I  feel safe there.  I

wou ld l ike to cont inue volunteer ing w ith VBS and working w ith the kids  in the church .

What  I ’ve learned in confirmat ion this  year :

I  enjoyed learning proofs  of the Resurrect ion ( l ike he appeared to 500)  to show  Jesus  is  the

Mess iah !

The Holy  Sp ir it  l ives  in me to gu ide,  lead ,  and comfor t  me through my  l i fe.



LUKE HOLUBOWSKILUKE HOLUBOWSKI

STATEMENT OF FAITHSTATEMENT OF FAITH

MY VERSES - COLOSSIANS 3:13 & 1 PETER 3:9 MY VERSES - COLOSSIANS 3:13 & 1 PETER 3:9 

Don 't  be angry  w ith each other,  but  forgive each other.  I f  you  feel someone has  wronged you ,

forgive them .  Forgive others  because the Lord forgave you.

Don ’t  do wrong to anyone to pay  them back for  doing wrong to you.  Or  don ’t  insu lt  anyone to

pay  them back for  insu lt ing you.  But  ask God to bless  them .  Do this  because you  yourselves

were chosen to receive a bless ing .

I  bel ieve that  God has  a special  p lan for  my  l i fe and that  He loves  me more than I  can fu l ly

understand .  I  know  that  I  am created by  Him ,  and that  He made me to be kind ,  to care for

others ,  and to use the gifts  He has  given me .  I  try  to show  that  kindness  every  day  in how  I

treat  my  family ,  my  fr iends ,  and my  teammates.

I  see God working in my  l i fe through the sports  I  p lay.  Whether  it ’s  basketball ,  football ,  or

baseball ,  I  know  He is  w ith me in every  game and pract ice .  He gives  me strength ,  confidence ,

and the abil ity  to keep  going even when things  are hard .  Play ing sports  has  taught  me to work

hard ,  be a good teammate ,  and stay  pos it ive .  I  bel ieve the talents  I  have are gifts  from God ,

and I  want  to use them in a way  that  honors  Him .

My  bapt ism is  important  to me because it  w i l l  show  that  I  w i l l  be part  of God ’s  family  for  the

rest  of my  l i fe .  God chose me and claimed me as  His  own .  As  I  grow  older ,  I  want  to cont inue to

grow  into that  promise and make my  faith my  own .

Over  the next  year ,  I  p lan to grow  in my  faith by  pray ing more often ,  learning more about  God ,

and trust ing Him in both the good t imes  and the difficu lt  moments.  I  want  to cont inue becoming

the person God created me to be ,  someone who is  kind ,  strong in faith ,  and w i l l ing to fol low

Him in everything I  do .

I  wou ld l ike to be bapt ized in the Tradit ional serv ice by  spr inkl ing as  a s ign that  I  have received

Jesus  as  my  Lord and Sav ior.

My  faith goals  at  the beginning of the year  were to :

Grow  stronger  in my  faith .

Help  poor  peop le.

Learn about  other  faiths.

What  I ’ve learned in confirmat ion this  year :

I  learned what  it  means  to fol low  Jesus  in everyday  l i fe.

I ’ve learned to pray  and how  impor tant  prayer  is.

I ’ve learned to trust  God w ith my  l i fe in good t imes  and hard t imes.

I  learned a lot  from my  mentor ’s  faith journey.



HANNAH MCDONALDHANNAH MCDONALD

STATEMENT OF FAITHSTATEMENT OF FAITH

MY VERSE - ROMANS 6:23  MY VERSE - ROMANS 6:23  

For  the wages  of s in are death ,  but  the gift  of God is  eternal l i fe in Chr ist  Jesus  our  Lord ,  Amen .

“  What  is  my  relat ionship  w ith God ,  Jesus ,  and the Holy  Sp ir it?”  Well ,  3  years  ago ,  I  cou ldn ’t

have even answered this  quest ion .  I  am thankfu l  my  parents  had me bapt ized and raised me in

church .  Even though I  was  bapt ized as  an infant  in late December  2012 ,  it  wasn ’t  unt i l  June of

2024  that  I  gave my  l i fe to Chr ist  and fu l ly  surrendered to Him .  Now ,  2  years  later ,  I  can

confident ly  give an answer  to the quest ion above .  In 5th grade ,  s in had taken hold of me .  I  fel l

into bad habits ,  bad language ,  and bad mindsets.

Throughout  my  2023  school year ,  I  didn ’t  think about  God or  how  much he really  did help  me

through that  t ime .  I  had always  bel ieved in God and went  to church w ith my  family.  It  wasn ’t

unt i l  the GENERATE church camp  that  I  tru ly  felt  the presence of the Lord .  It  was  the last  night

(day  4)  of Generate .  The last  night  tends  to be the most  emot ional and heartwarming night .

Towards  the end of the sermon ,  they  wou ld inv ite peop le to the altar  to give their  l ives  to God .

I  vaguely  remember  being in a prayer.  I  was  pour ing my  heart  out  to God and asking for

forgiveness.  When a young gir l  came up  to me and said ,  “You  look l ike you  need to be prayed

for.”  Litt le did I  know  how  much this  prayer  wou ld change my  l i fe .  She l isted exact ly  what  I  was

struggling w ith and how  I  needed God .  I  felt  his  presence throughout  the durat ion of the

prayer ;  He told me what  I  was  doing wrong and how  I  cou ld fix  it .  It  was  tru ly  a feel ing that  I

cannot  descr ibe .  I  cou ld tell  that  He was  working through me that  night ,  and so when the

leader  began to cal l  up  peop le to the altar ,  I  found my  feet  leading metowards  the front  of the

stage .

There ,  I  had fr iends  of al l  kinds ,  church leaders ,  and volunteers  pray ing over  me and help ing to

calm me down .  Ever  s ince that  night  at  church camp ,  I  haven ’t  been a “perfect”  human ,  but  I

can say  that  I  have fu l ly  begun to trust  God w ith my  problems.  I  am now  act ively  serv ing in

church and go up  to 4  t imes  a week .  I  love volunteer ing ,  and the way  it  makes  me feel .  Going

to church has  changed my  l i fe for  the better.  I  tru ly  can ’t  bel ieve that  I ’m s itt ing here today

wr it ing about  my  exper ience w ith Him .

My  faith goals  at  the beginning of the year  were to :

Let  God be in control .

Love my  neighbor  as  I  love myself.

Talk more about  God to peop le.  

What  I ’ve learned in confirmat ion this  year :

I  enjoyed learning about  other  religions ,  and now  I  have ins ight  into what  

    others  bel ieve in the wor ld .

It  caused me to think deeper  about  why  I  bel ieve in Jesus  and am a Chr ist ian .

I  enjoyed learning about  my  Presbyter ian faith ,  my  community,  and what  I  bel ieve.

Jesus  w i l l  always  love me,  no matter  what.  He is  Omnipotent  and Ever  Present.  This  

    changed my  v iew  of Jesus ,  God ,  the Holy  Sp ir it ,  and myself.



As  I  cont inue to serve ,  there is  always  one verse that  st icks  out  to me ,  which is  Romans  6 :23 ,

which reads ,  “For  the wages  of s in are death ,  but  the gift  of God is  eternal l i fe in Chr ist  Jesus

our  Lord ,  Amen .”  This  verse gives  me peace know ing that  Jesus  paid the u lt imate sacr ifice for

me ,  so I  don ’t  have to .  Know ing that  God sent  his  one and only  son to die for  me gives  me a lot

of peace and happ iness  in my  heart .  I  hope that  when I  grow  older  and go to high school ,  I  can

help  tell  others  that  God tru ly  is  amaz ing and help  others  grow  closer  to God .  Confirmat ion not

only  shows  me more about  my  faith but  also al lows  me to become a member  at  the church I ’ve

gone to for  my  ent ire l ife .

My  faith is  the most  important  part  of who I  am .  I  not  only  want  my  close fr iends  and family  to

see God work through me ,  but  also everyone I  come into contact  w ith .  I f  that  means  pray ing

over  peop le ,  spreading kindness ,  volunteer ing ,  or  just  being my  happy ,  lov ing self ,  I  hope that

my  exper iences  can help  shape peop le 's  faith and beliefs  in God .  I  not  only

stopped harsh and horr ible env ironmental fr iendships  that  not  only  drew  me further  away  from

God ,  but  also closer  to s in .  My  fr iends  now  reflect  my  faith in the Lord .  I  wou ld l ike to give a

shout-out  to al l  my  fr iends  up  here w ith me today ,  for  they  have led me through the highest  of

my  faith ,  even down to the lowest  of my  faith .  Thank you  to my  parents ,  who have taught  me

that  it 's  okay  to not  be perfect  and tru ly  who I  am w ith and w ithout  God .  I  hope that  everything

that  I  have learned ,  I  can offer  my  uncondit ional support  to others  who are struggling .



ELLIE SIMMONSELLIE SIMMONS

STATEMENT OF FAITHSTATEMENT OF FAITH

MY VERSES - PSALM 56:8  & PHILIPPIANS 4:13MY VERSES - PSALM 56:8  & PHILIPPIANS 4:13

You  have kept  count  of my  toss ings;  put  my  tears  in your  bott le.  Are they  not  

in your  book?

I  can do al l  things  through him who strengthens  me.

Before I  gave my  l i fe to Jesus ,  my  relat ionship  w ith God was  strained .  I  thought  church was

bor ing and treated it  l ike a chore because I  never  wanted to go.  Before this ,  we had moved to

the UK when I  was  2 ,  and church was  fun there because it  wasn ’t  really  church ,  and was  more of

a Sunday  school where I  cou ld daydream to my  hear t 's  content .  I  was  bapt ized on January  18 ,

2015 ,  at  Rivers ide Presbyter ian Church in Ster l ing ,  VA ,  and am thankfu l  my  parents  raised me in

the church .

In 2019 ,  when we moved here,  that  was  when church became bor ing .  We didn ’t  go to church

long before COVID attacked Amer ica ,  and instead of watching the online serv ice of Bonhomme

or  The Cross ing ,  I  watched my  church from England 's  onl ine Sunday  school ser ies.  After

everything had sett led down here,  though ,  we came back to the church in person .

I f  you  asked me what  my  favor ite verse was ,  I  cou ldn 't  just  tell  you  one.  But  the two that  do

stand out  most  among the others  to me personally  are Psalm 56 :8  and Phil ipp ians  4 :13.  “Tears

are prayers  too,  they  travel to God when we cannot  speak”  Psalm 56 :8.  This  is  show ing just  how

deep  God ’s  understanding of our  pain and loss  and sorrow  for  us  really  goes  because he felt  it

too.  Jesus  felt  pain and loss  and sorrow  as  well ,  and feels  it  whenever  our  words  cannot  make it

out  of our  mouthsbut  through our  eyes  and hear ts.  “ I  can do al l  things  through Chr ist  who

strengthens  me.”  Phi l ipp ians  4 :13.  To me,  this  is  the strongest  verse in the bible.  It  tells  and

descr ibes  to us  how  imposs ible everything w ithout  God is ,  even something as  s imp le as

breathing .  But  w ith God ,  anything and everything is  poss ible.  With God ,  not  even the sky 's  the

limit .

For  me,  God is  the creator  of the heavens  and ear th who gave everything ,  even his  own son ,  to

save us  from our  s in .

For  me,  Jesus  is  the person who loves  us ,  died for  us  on the cross  among cr iminals  to conquer

our  s in ,  and made the imposs ible poss ible by  resurrect ing after  3  days.  And for  me,  the Holy

Sp ir it  is  what  is  w ith us  anywhere and everywhere and any  t ime and al l  the t ime.

My  faith goals  for  this  year  were :

To spread the word .

Pray  dai ly  and read the verse of the day  dai ly.

What  I ’ve learned this  year  in confirmat ion :

I  learned I  have assurance of salvat ion because I  have declared w ith my  heart  and mouth

thatJesus  Chr ist  is  my  Lord and Sav ior.

When I  die ,  I  w i l l  go to heaven ,  and we w i l l  praise Him for  al l  eternity



I  am assured that  because I  have declared w ith my  hear t  and w ith my  mouth that  Jesus  Chr ist

myLord and Sav ior,  when I  die,  I  w i l l  go to heaven and God w i l l  be there among the rest  of his

childrenand we w i l l  praise him for  al l  of eternity  and he w i l l  love and cher ish us.

I  trust  that  he loves  us  and one day  a Sav ior  w i l l  come and that  the Bible is  the biggest  non-

fict ionbook in history.

In Generate 2024-2025 ,  I  gave my  l i fe to Jesus.  The pastor  inv ited us  up  i f  we wanted to give

our  l ivesto Jesus  and w ithout  another  thought  I  stood up  and came forward because to me that

sounded l ike areally,  really  neat  idea .  From then on ,  my  relat ionship  w ith God grew  and grew  but

the breakthroughwas  Generate 2025.  Then ,  I  fu l ly  understood what  it  meant  to be a chi ld of

God .

He is  my  Father,  the Way,  the Truth and the Life,  and I  love Him .



PEYTON STOCKERPEYTON STOCKER

STATEMENT OF FAITHSTATEMENT OF FAITH

MY VERSE - JOHN 3:16MY VERSE - JOHN 3:16

For  God so loved the wor ld that  he gave his  one and only  Son that  whoever  bel ieves  in him w i l l

not  per ish ,  but  have eternal l i fe.

I  was  saved when I  was  in the 3rd Grade.  I  am homeschooled and have been at  least  unt i l  9th

Grade.  

When I  star ted 3rd Grade,  my  mom bought  a curr icu lum called ABEKA .  ABEKA is  a curr icu lum

where you  have to watch v ideos ,  do the worksheets ,  and read when said .  

Every  day  we star ted w ith Bible class.  Class  star ted w ith the Pledge of Al legiance and then we

prayed .  I  hadn ’t  really  prayed before then .  I  star ted pray ing every  week and prais ing Jesus.  After

a few  weeks ,  I  confessed my  s ins  and was  saved .  

It  was  good .  Jesus  has  had a pos it ive impact  on my  l i fe.  Even when bad things  happen ,  I  choose

to believe it  is  al l  a par t  of Jesus ’  p lan .  Confirmat ion class  is  really  fun and answers  a bunch of

quest ions  I  have about  Jesus.  I  l ike hav ing a mentor  I  can share things  w ith and to get  to know.  

I  think peop le wou ld know  I  am a Chr ist ian because of my  att itude,  behav ior,  and I  always  wear  a

cross  bracelet  on my  left  arm .  I  don ’t  think I  am fr iends  w ith anyone other  than Chr ist ians ,  unless

someone I  know  is  secret ly  not  a Chr ist ian .  I  wou ld l ike to change the wor ld in a way  that  peop le

don ’t  look down on rept i les.  

Many  peop le look down on snakes  and l izards  specif ical ly  because they  are different .  Some

peop le think it  is  funny  to ki l l  them (specif ical ly,  one teacher  in ABEKA who was  cracking up

because her  dad accidentally  i l legally  drove over  and ki l led a green sea tur t le) .

On Wednesdays ,  I  go to BSF at  Bonhomme.  BSF stands  for  Bible Study  Fel lowship.  However,  it  is

in the morning from 9 :45  to 11 :00.  It  is  fun ,  though ,  and I  highly  recommend it .  

On Thursdays ,  I  go to HSN .  No,  not  Home Shopp ing Network ,  Home School Network .  It  is  a co-op

thing where peop le who homeschool their  kids  can send them there one day  a week on

Thursdays ,  to learn .  It  is  held at  Char leston Presbyter ian Church .  

I  p lan to cont inue to grow  in my  faith through BSF and my  homeschool curr icu lum .  I  love God and

want  to l ive a fu l l  l i fe in his  glory  so I  may  be a better  person .  

My  faith goals  at  the beginning of the year  were :

To memor ize some of the Bible

To have a good t ime in Bible study  and confirmat ion

 Treat  your  s ibl ings  w ith kindness  and pray  every  day.

What  I ’ve learned this  year  in confirmat ion :

I ’ve learned about  Jesus ’  l i fe before the discip les.

About  other  non-Chr ist ian religions.

How  fol low ing Jesus  is  better  than fol low ing other  religions.



AVERY TELKENAVERY TELKEN

STATEMENT OF FAITHSTATEMENT OF FAITH

MY VERSE - PSALM 121MY VERSE - PSALM 121

I  l i ft  my  eyes  to the mountains  -  where does  my  help  come from?

“God that  made the universe,  knows  me by  my  name,  so it ’s  a good day ”.  These lyr ics ,  from one

of my  favor ite songs  by  Forest  Frank ,  remind me every  day  that  God knows  me,  and he knows

my  story,  even before I  do.  And that  is  where my  faith statement  begins.

My  parents  had me bapt ized as  a baby  because they  felt  that  star t ing me off  w ith a firm

foundat ionof faith was  impor tant .  But  that  didn ’t  mean I  automat ical ly  accepted Jesus  into my

hear t ;  I  had to learn to do that  in my  own way.  So,  I  went  to Sunday  School ,  church ,  and

volunteered at  VBS through the years  and began to learn more about  the Bible and what  Jesus

Chr ist  means  to me.

I ’m an athlete,  and spor ts  are a very  big par t  of my  l i fe.  There was  a season last  year  when one

of my  fr iends  wou ld pray  for  us  before each game.  I  had never  thought  to do that  before,  and I

tru ly  felt  God ’s  presence on the field ,  know ing I  was  surrounded by  faithfu l  fr iends.  This  is

when Phil ipp ians  4 :13star ted to make sense :  “ I  can do al l  things  through Chr ist  who

strengthens  me”.  This  gave me comfor t ,  know ing God was  there,  w in or  lose,  FOR me.

Know ing that  I  always  want  to be involved in spor ts  and finally  understanding how  my  faith in

the Lord contr ibutes  on and off  the field ,  I  decided to look at  Westminster  Chr ist ian Academy

for  high school .  Trust ing in God when things  are hard really  mattered here.  I  didn ’t  want  to

leave my  fr iends ,  but  I  felt  pu l led to new  beginnings.

Psalm 121  says ,  “ I  l i ft  my  eyes  to the mountains  -  where does  my  help  come from?  My  help

comes  from the Lord ,  the Maker  of heaven and ear th .”  I  looked to Him ,  and he led me to a

Chr ist ian school where I  can thr ive academically  and athlet ical ly.  I ’m exact ly  where I  need to

be,  and it ’s  crazy  to think God knew  my  story  al l  along .

This  year,  my  faith goals  were to :

Read the Bible more.

To pray  more.

What  I ’ve learned this  year  in confirmat ion :

Who Jesus  was  by  talking about  what  He did/does  for  us.

Jesus  loves  me no matter  what  mistakes  I  make.

I  am a chi ld of God .

The Bible is  the per fect  Word of God ,  and I  want  to cont inue to dig into Scr ipture.  


	CONFIRMATION CLASS
	2026
	VADA BESS
	MY VERSE - ACTS 17:27-28
	STATEMENT OF FAITH

	Ever since fourth grade, I have always tried to fit in, please those around me, and live up to standards that I couldn’t keep. In reality, these were limiting me from seeing the beauty in my life that I can now confidently say I have experienced. I know there are people in my school/life who still don’t like me and others who do, but that doesn’t matter to me anymore because I know that God always loves me for who I am. Understanding this is what has allowed me to find my spark again, along with who I am. God has shown me healing, love, and grace, and I don’t think I’ll ever be able to fully put it into words, so the most I can do is show the love He shows/has shown me to those around me every day.
	One of my favorite verses is Acts 17:27-28, “God did this so that they would seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him and find Him, though He is not far away from any one of us. ‘For in Him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ This verse has stood out to me because it reminds me that God loves me for who I am, how God never moves away from me and is never far either, and how knowing Him means loving others like He would, which has helped me grow in my relationship with Him. I also want to say how grateful I am for the ways God has changed me drastically and all the ministry He has given me, because without all that I wouldn’t be where I am now. My relationship with God is still a work in progress, but I’ve found that despite how helpful the people, church services, and ministry are, I’m closer to God when I spend one-on-one time with Him. Getting to know God has been hard, and it’s never been easy seeing people around me get to know Christ and talk about all these wonderful experiences/feelings, and wonder what I’m doing wrong. I’ve had to learn that getting to know Him is a personal thing; It’s not about what those around you do, it’s about what works for you and whether that’s worship songs, reading your Bible, or simply just praying at the end of the day. God just wants to know you, not the simplified or normalized version of you.
	As I grow more in my faith, I plan on serving at Bonhomme by continuing to attend church service, participating in a Bible Study (whether that’s at school, with family, or somewhere else), reading my Bible on my own, and making time for God every day. Making time for God is important to me because I find that I grow distant from Him when I don’t, and I think doing these things will help me achieve that purpose. I’m still farther from God than I want to be, and I’m still so far from being perfect, but I’m working on my relationship with Him day-by-day and learning to accept that has been important to me. Sometimes life moves too fast for you to keep up with it, so it’s very crucial to learn to enjoy the present you’re in right now through all the chaos. I’ve found that when you do that, you begin to see the beauty in the life God has already given you.
	I am excited to be baptized in Modern Service on Confirmation Sunday.
	OLIVIA BLACK
	MY VERSE - ROMANS 12:2
	STATEMENT OF FAITH

	OLIVIA BLACK
	KATIE BRANDENBURG
	MY VERSE - JEREMIAH 29:11
	STATEMENT OF FAITH
	I’ve always known that God was real, He knows me, and He’ll always love me. I’ve only recently truly believed this, though. I’ve grown up in this church, and I’ve known most of the people here since I was little. My parents have brought me to church since I was born, and though it wasn’t always Bonhomme, it has been as long as I can remember. They’ve helped me through various situations in my life when I needed their support or guidance. My friends have played a large part in growing my faith, since most of my closest friends are Christian and go to this church. Every time I see them, I remember how blessed I am to have such amazing friends who help me grow closer to God. The event that’s most substantially helped to grow my faith was Camp Generate, both times I’ve gone. Being in a room full of Christian teenagers who are all there to praise God together is the most surreal thing I’ve experienced, and it’s one of my favorite things I’ve ever been so lucky to be a part of. Even after Generate finished, and I was back at home, I could feel that God was still with me. All the great things about Generate may not have come home with me, but God always did. Generate encouraged me to read my bible every night and pray to God whenever I can; subsequently, I feel closer and closer to God every day.
	Despite all the blessings in my life, I obviously still doubt some things. I’ll think about how ridiculous the concept of a greater being is, much less one who will love me no matter what. I often think that Heaven is an odd notion, and wonder if it’s really just a nice concept, brought about only because humans can’t accept that they’ll simply cease to exist one day, and Heaven is just an idea to give one a sense of control. Not to mention all these bad things happen to good people, yet we believe there’s still a loving God? When I have these doubts, I often think of my favorite Bible Verse, Jeremiah 29:11. "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future."


	KATIE BRANDENBURG
	KATE COVINGTON
	MY VERSE - ROMANS 6:23
	STATEMENT OF FAITH

	CHARLOTTE ERKERT
	MY VERSE - ROMANS 10:9
	STATEMENT OF FAITH

	I want to help the community and show my faith by working with kids in the summer at VBS. I would like to do a Bible study at my school, also once I’m able to drive, I would love to come to church more often since it will open a window for me to use my passion and personality towards me going to church.
	I would also like to say I would love to be baptized this year and grow in my faith, I know that I have sinned so, with that I would like to be baptized as it will give me a sense of guidance throughout my life and help me acknowledge that we all have sinned, but in the end we are forgiven by our one true Savior, Jesus Christ. I would like to be baptized in Traditional Service by sprinkling on Conﬁrmation Sunday.
	PAYTON FISCHER
	MY VERSE - JOSHUA 1:9
	STATEMENT OF FAITH

	LUKE HOLUBOWSKI
	MY VERSES - COLOSSIANS 3:13 & 1 PETER 3:9
	STATEMENT OF FAITH

	HANNAH MCDONALD
	MY VERSE - ROMANS 6:23
	STATEMENT OF FAITH

	As I continue to serve, there is always one verse that sticks out to me, which is Romans 6:23, which reads, “For the wages of sin are death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord, Amen.” This verse gives me peace knowing that Jesus paid the ultimate sacriﬁce for me, so I don’t have to. Knowing that God sent his one and only son to die for me gives me a lot of peace and happiness in my heart. I hope that when I grow older and go to high school, I can help tell others that God truly is amazing and help others grow closer to God. Conﬁrmation not only shows me more about my faith but also allows me to become a member at the church I’ve gone to for my entire life.
	My faith is the most important part of who I am. I not only want my close friends and family to see God work through me, but also everyone I come into contact with. If that means praying over people, spreading kindness, volunteering, or just being my happy, loving self, I hope that my experiences can help shape people's faith and beliefs in God. I not only stopped harsh and horrible environmental friendships that not only drew me further away from God, but also closer to sin. My friends now reﬂect my faith in the Lord. I would like to give a shout-out to all my friends up here with me today, for they have led me through the highest of my faith, even down to the lowest of my faith. Thank you to my parents, who have taught me that it's okay to not be perfect and truly who I am with and without God. I hope that everything that I have learned, I can oﬀer my unconditional support to others who are struggling.
	ELLIE SIMMONS
	MY VERSES - PSALM 56:8  & PHILIPPIANS 4:13
	STATEMENT OF FAITH

	I am assured that because I have declared with my heart and with my mouth that Jesus Christ myLord and Savior, when I die, I will go to heaven and God will be there among the rest of his childrenand we will praise him for all of eternity and he will love and cherish us. I trust that he loves us and one day a Savior will come and that the Bible is the biggest non-ﬁctionbook in history.
	In Generate 2024-2025, I gave my life to Jesus. The pastor invited us up if we wanted to give our livesto Jesus and without another thought I stood up and came forward because to me that sounded like areally, really neat idea. From then on, my relationship with God grew and grew but the breakthroughwas Generate 2025. Then, I fully understood what it meant to be a child of God.
	He is my Father, the Way, the Truth and the Life, and I love Him.
	PEYTON STOCKER
	MY VERSE - JOHN 3:16
	STATEMENT OF FAITH

	AVERY TELKEN
	MY VERSE - PSALM 121
	STATEMENT OF FAITH


