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notes
Introduction:

1It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul 
passed through the upper country and came to 
Ephesus, and found some disciples.

• Paul comes into a new town and he seeks out 
the community of believers.

2He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you believed?" And they said to him, "No, we 
have not heard whether there is a Holy Spirit." 3And 
he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" And 
they said, "Into John's baptism." 4Paul said, "John 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 
people to believe in Him who was coming after him, 
that, in Jesus."

• Paul assesses the Spiritual condition.

• Understands they do not have a complete 
picture of Jesus and leads them in 
understanding.

• Jesus is the Good News.

5When they heard this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 6And when Paul had laid 
his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came upon 
them, and they began speaking with tongues and 
prophesying. 7There were in all about twelve men. 

• They had their Jesus moment.

• Transformation and power flowed.

• Lives are changed when you truly meet Jesus.

LGBTQ Pride Month- Pastor Lance gave a great 
statement on where we stand. 

What can happen when someone really meets 
Jesus and comes into a personal relationship.



notes
Pretenders, Intenders and Contenders:
 

• Pretender - person who acts deceptively to 
create a false appearance.

• Intender - person who is considering of 
preparing to act.

• Contender - person who has a legitimate 
chance of winning or succeeding .

Where do you land?

• Are you faking it?

• Do you feel powerless or you are not making 
progress?

• Are you thinking you want change?

• Do you want more and to go deeper?

8And he entered the synagogue and continued 
speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning 
and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 
9But when some were becoming hardened and 
disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the 
people, he withdrew from them and took away the 
disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 
10This took place for two years, so that all who lived 
in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and 
Greeks.

• The disciples sought and got teaching.

• They persevered in their learning.

• The Gospel spread.

The Pretenders in the synagogue were left behind.

The Intenders sought the Good News.

The Contenders have a legitimate chance to 
succeed in spiritual life because Jesus paid the price 
and they received the gift. 

Committed to growing closer to Jesus together one 
step at a time.

Opportunities to grow:



Book of Acts: From Belief to Boldness
GateWay Church of Visalia, Pastor Bill Yoshimoto
Acts 19:1-10, June 25th and 28th, 2026
Pretenders, Intenders, and Contenders

Prayer Requests:

Group Discussion: What was your favorite thing you saw when you first came to 
GateWay?  What do you like now?

Read Aloud: Acts 1:1-10

1. Why do you think it is important to seek out Christian fellowship?

2. Where would you go to learn more about Jesus?  What actions would you take to 
deepen your relationship with God?

3. Paul stayed around Ephesus for two years teaching and discipling the saints there.  The 
passage states that all who were in Asia and Greece heard the Word of the Lord.  All of 
this took place without the internet, social media or TV. How did this happen?

4. Our current Bible sermon theme is From Belief to Boldness.  Where do you see 
yourself – are you a Pretender, Intender or a Contender when it comes to boldly sharing 
Jesus Christ with those around you and in the community?

GROUP DISCUSSION


