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notes
Introduction
3If anyone advocates a different doctrine and 
does not agree with sound words, those of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine 
conforming to godliness, 4he is conceited and 
understands nothing; but he has a morbid 
interest in controversial questions and disputes 
about words, out of which arise envy, strife, 
abusive language, evil suspicions, 5and constant 
friction between men of depraved mind and 
depraved of truth, who suppose that godliness 
is a means of gain.

We distort godliness when we try to use God 
as a means to get what we want.

6But godliness is a means of great gain when 
accompanied by contentment. 7For we have 
brought nothing into the world, so we cannot 
take anything out of it either. 8If we have food 
and covering, with these we shall be content. 
9But those who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a snare and many foolish and 
harmful desires which plunge men into ruin 
and destruction.

Pursuing Jesus + Contentment = Great Gain.

10For the love of money is a root of all sorts of 
evil, and some by longing for it have wandered 
away from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many griefs.

philargyria - love of money; an unhealthy 
attachment or craving for wealth.

Pursuing Money + Discontentment = Many 
Grief

Money is not the root of all evil; the love of 
money (attachment) is the root of all kinds of 
evils (destruction).

17Instruct those who are rich in this present 
world not to be conceited or to fix their hope 
on uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly 
supplies us with all things to enjoy. 18Instruct 
them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 
generous and ready to share, 



notes
19storing up for themselves the treasures of a 
good foundation for the future, so that they 
may take hold of that which is life indeed.

Poverty Theology: God wants us to be poor, 
sad and sick.

Prosperity Theology: God wants us to be rich, 
happy, and healthy.

Worship Theology: God wants us to steward 
all that He has given us for His glory. 
("Parable of the Talents" Matthew 25:14-30)

How generous do I need to be?

So how should we view money?

Reject performative godliness as a form of 
manipulation. (v.5)

Choose contentment in Jesus over attachment 
to money. (v.6)

Remember God is the owner and we are the 
stewards. (v.17)

Understand money is a tool for eternal impact. 
(v.18-19)



Does the Bible Actually Say?
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Money is the root of all evil.

Prayer Requests:

Group Discussion: If you could become an expert at one skill, what would it be?
 
Read Aloud: 1 Timothy 6:3-10; 17-19

1. What is the difference between using God to get what we want and genuinely 
following God regardless of what He gives us? Verse 6 says, “godliness actually is a means 
of great gain when accompanied by contentment.” Why do you think Paul connects 
godliness and contentment? How does contentment protect us from the temptations 
Paul describes in verses 9–10?

2. Money itself isn't condemned in this passage. What does Paul actually warn us about? 
How can money become something more than a tool? What are some signs that a 
person has moved from possessing money to being possessed by money?

3. Growing up, what were you taught about God’s view of money? If God owns 
everything, and I am the steward. How do I invite God into my budgetary decisions?

4. Which one describes your view of money the best, and why?

Poverty Theology: God wants us to be poor, sad, and sick.

Prosperity Theology: God wants us to be rich, happy, and healthy.

Worship Theology: God wants us to steward all that He has given us for His glory. (Parable
of the Talents: Matthew 25:14-30)

GROUP DISCUSSION


