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ST. MARK'S MISSION STATEMENT
OUR MISSION

Reaching out to the community to share the Gospel through
faith, fellowship, and service.

OUR VISION
Become the visible presence of Christ in this community.

WELCOME, to our new and returning council members.

President Gwen Andrizzi
Vice President Christine Birtja
Secretary Mary Rosentreter
Treasurer Dan Garrett

Committee Chairs
Betty Castaneda -   Day School
OPEN - Community Outreach
Carolyn Collosi - Social Ministries
OPEN - Fellowship
Irv Thomas - Finance/Stewardship
Devon Brown - Property Grounds
Kim Winn - Worship
Chris Birtja - Youth Ministry/Parish Ed

https://www.stmarks.ws/Page/9
https://www.stmarks.ws/Page/9


Message from Pastor Mericle

Dear St. Mark’s Friends:
“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in Heaven.”
– Matthew 5:16

This was a part of the Gospel reading that we studied in Bible Study yesterday (1/31) and also stares back at me
from an art piece on the wall in my office. It is also what we say at Baptism when we light the baptismal candle for
the newly baptized person. At first, I thought it sounded like being a bit of a showoff, but what Jesus is really
saying is that God has gifted you with certain characteristics and they are not to be hidden away but shared with
others in thanks to our heavenly Father. The light is not shining on us, but of what God does through us and points
others to experience and know the love and glory of God too. It is part of our reason to reach out into our
community more and a reminder that it is central to our mission – to be a light to others!

And in January, we saw many ways that being a light can be lived out. We hosted the documentary on Turnbull
Canyon and had 140 or so people come – most were not part of the church or school. They saw an interesting film
but also received some good hospitality and time in our sanctuary. Then two days later, we co-hosted a Chinese New
Year Musical Friendship Event with the Nightingale Ensemble of Los Angeles and some beautiful musical artists
that joined them. The music soared in celebration and friendship amidst the beautiful stained-glass window and



banners and, once again, inviting hospitality. About 170 attended this event in person and hundreds of thousands
more saw highlights of the event and mention of our church on North American Chinese Language Television. I am
so grateful for the 5-6 volunteers who helped out at each of these events. Your light shined brightly.

We also shined brightly with our preschool and 2nd grade children as they sang with enthusiasm and gave glory to
God at worship the last two Sundays of January. It was such an inspiring sight and gave me extra energy to preach
the message so that young and old could really soak it in. More light shining! And finally, on January 1st, we had an
online only service. This was and is a reminder to us how much has changed in the last 3 years as every week we now
not only shine in our sanctuary but also to the greater community via the internet reaching members who cannot
attend in-person, reaching those curious to hear and see more, and reaching those who eventually will want to come
in-person. A survey just done a week ago by the very reputable Barna Research Group, found that: Before the
COVID-19 pandemic, the majority of church attendance happened exclusively in-person. Today, that’s only true for
about half of churched adults. In fact, one in five (20%) is still primarily attending online, and one in four (26%) is
mixing online and in-person worship. While in-person attendance is still reported by the plurality of churched adults,
regardless of age, Millennial churched adults are most likely to have embraced hybrid options, with one in three
attending both online and in person.

In other words, online worship has become an integral means of worship now for many who attend church and, also a
good means of introducing worship to those who do not attend church often or at all. The research goes on to show
that having opportunities to worship both in-person and online are especially important for Gen X (born 1965-1980)
and Millennials (born 1981-1996) with 33% worshiping both ways and over half participating in worship via online at
least some of the time. The data also showed that overall, church attendance by Christians has increased among
every generation, except Baby Boomers which has seen a significant drop. The study concludes: "This data should
serve as an encouragement to leaders. Should church leaders keep themselves open to something new, there are
new opportunities in store for the health and the future of the church." This is a testament to our congregation
that making the leap to be present online has been worthwhile and a challenge for us to continue to do so and to
find more ways to build community via online connections. As we take a serious look at where we want to be as a
congregation in a couple of years, may we be open to where the Spirit shines our light.

Finally, towards the end of this month, we begin the season of Lent. Our theme this year is “Amazing Grace,” in
honor of the 250th anniversary of that great hymn. Each week we will hear the story of one Biblical character who
experienced amazing grace and I would love your stories of amazing grace as well. I invite you on a journey this Lent
to go deeper with God and experience the grace of God in your life. The worship themes are listed elsewhere, as we
worship on Sundays and Wednesdays, but other opportunities exist as well, as we have weekly Bible Studies on the
Themes and also one on the story of Amazing Grace itself. You are also invited to see this as a time to both give up
something yourself as a spiritual discipline and to give extra help to others such as to world hunger programs.
February is a time of year in which we really take a moment to celebrate LOVE. So, take that time to let your light
shine forth and celebrate God’s love for us and our love for each other. May our love overflow. Amen!

Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Jim Mericle

President's Pen

Here we are turning the first page/month of our 2023 calendar to February already. January was – from what I
observed – a time for St. Mark’s to continue to share God’s love and grace with others. Between the showing of the
filming of the documentary: Turnbull Canyon: A Road Unbound and a Chinese New Year celebration with The
Nightingale Ensemble of Los Angeles, our church was filled with new faces and new and wonderful memories were
shared with everyone present. Both of these outreach events were an opportunity for us to share St. Mark’s with
others. This was first the time I heard the Nightingale Ensemble of Los Angeles – wow, what a great experience.
The talent demonstrated that afternoon was just as enriching as what you experience at the Music Center and/or
any other venue in Los Angeles.

In addition to enjoying time together in January, we handled some important business for the church. Every year
our annual meeting is a chance for us to read and hear what we have accomplished throughout the previous year
(2022) and an opportunity to find out what we can look forward to in the next year (2023).

This year the congregation graciously accepted our (Executive Committee which is comprised of the President, Vice
President, Treasurer, Secretary and Pastor of the church) recommendation to create a St. Mark’s Advisory
Committee. This will serve as one of the driving forces to ensure the continued success of St. Mark’s Church and
School. As we try new ideas and approaches to further enhance our visibility in the community and to ensure our



financial picture is stable for this year (2023) and for years to come, it will take a team of many to succeed. I
believe the St. Mark’s family is excited about working together to effect change.

As a little background information, the Executive Committee met with the Pastor and Monica and established that
there should be five members (President of the Council, Treasurer of the Council, Devon Brown, Kurt Van Riper and
Annette Williams), plus the Pastor Mericle , Monica Gerardo and Norm Rumpf will be advisors – serving in an
advisory role to the committee. We will have our first meeting on February 1 (which will be after you probably read
this message) and will establish a timeline which will include getting input from the congregation, developing
recommendations, presenting them to the Council and congregation with the goal of keep the congregation up-to-
date during monthly Temple talks by the President and/or members of the committee. Our goal is to successfully
implement some changes by June and December of this year. Like with any goals we set, we may have to alter them
slightly given circumstances unknown to us at this time. You can be assured your voices will be heard as you share
your ideas with any member of the committee. We all need to continue to work together to reach the common goal –
which is the continued success financially and spiritually of St. Mark’s Church.

By working together (congregational members, church and school leadership) we will be better able to assess and
guide our minds and hearts in the best direction for St. Mark’s. With God’s grace and love ultimately leading us, we
will succeed!

Thanks for your support and smile.
Gwen Andrizzi

We are officially back from Christmas break. Students are smiling, teachers are giving their best and we’re already
½ through the 3rd quarter. I know that the holiday season can be hectic and stressful. But, my wish is that you
were able to wrap your arms around the one’s you love, tell stories, laugh and show your appreciation to the special
people in your lives.

Last week, we hosted our annual Leadership Days event. For two full days, all K-8th grade students participated in
activities revolving around teamwork, servant leadership, decision making and communication. We had two guest
speakers, one being Jone Higuchi. He’s an SML Alum and Senior at Sonora High School. He spoke to the 5th-8th
grade students about their decision-making process and strategies to utilize. Dr. Antonio Harrison, spoke to all
students about being positive leaders, taking words and turning it into action, and lifting up our peers; motivating
and inspiring them to be their best. If you visit our social media pages, you’ll see images of students/teachers in
action.

World Cancer Awareness Day was on Saturday, February 4th. The L.E.A.D. program of SML organized and hosted a
cancer awareness walk. The students were inspired to assist their classmate, Aiden Flamenco, who was diagnosed
with Hodgkin's Lymphoma in October of 2022. The students started a GoFundMe page which has currently raised
over $7,000 to assist the family with medical expenses.
As we enter February, our next major event is the Silent Auction. The Marconi Automotive Museum in Tustin will
play host to our in-person event on Saturday, February 25th. This is our first in-person event since 2019 due to the
pandemic. There are still tickets remaining for either in-person or virtual participation. Please contact the school
office for more details.

Enrollment for the 2023-24 academic year will open in mid-February for returning families and March for new
families. If you know of families interested in learning more about St. Mark’s Lutheran School, please have them
check out our website at www.stmarkslutheranschool.org or they may contact the school office for a tour.



Monica Gerardo
Principal
St. Mark’s Lutheran School

This month we have met twice for Youth Group. Our first meeting
was January 6th and students assisted in taking down the Christmas
decorations in the church for majority of the meeting. We were
able to finish the project and get everything down and how Ms.
Collosi wanted it done. We had time for a short game afterwards.
Our second meeting was Friday the 20th, where we discussed our
next commandment “you shall not murder”. Pastor gave the lesson,
and I had a game to accompany it discussing the value of life.
Students also gave feedback on different activities they would like
to do. I also informed them of the winter camp being held at Luther

Glen March 3rd - 5th. Hopefully we can get a small group together for that trip. In February on President’s Day,
there will be a group of students going ice skating in the afternoon in Anaheim. 

Best, 
Melissa

HELLO! 

We are so excited to announce that Vacation Bible School with be returning
this summer from June 5th - 9th. Registration will be opening in the next
few weeks for students entering grades K - 6th. We will also be looking for
incoming 8th grade volunteers and other adult volunteers for the week. If
you are interested, please reach out to Melissa at
youthdirector@stmarks.ws.

We are seeking out donations to help subsidize our cost for students. Any
donation would be greatly appreciated and put towards a great event. Please
mark VBS on the memo line of you donation.

Blessings,
Melissa

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A great visit with Vernon and lunch with Frances Weigand. We brought a succulent plant with a beautiful
hand painted rock by Betty Castaneda.



Preschool sings at church and Sunday School children hearing a Bible story from Ms. Betty and Ms. Gwen. 



2nd grade sings at church 

ACTION FOOD PANTRY needs ANY canned goods and boxed staples. Their pantry is low! At this time, they’re
servicing 100 families weekly and are using their financial resources to purchase meat. Volunteers are need for food
distribution on Thursdays. Things get started around 9:00 am and food is distributed from noon until 3:00 pm.
Location is Grace Lutheran 17880 E. Covina Blvd., Covina.

If you are able, please Save the Date Saturday, May 13th, when the Post Office collects Stamp Out Hunger Food
Drive. The Post Office gives Action Food Pantry (AFP) over 10 tons of food. AFP needs volunteer drivers to pick up
the food and volunteers to off-load. It’s a large undertaking! Please pass this information to anyone who is in charge
of scouts, youth groups or organizations that can help in this community outreach event.
Thank you for your support!



Social Ministries

“SOUPER BOWL OF CARING” Sunday, February 12, 2023
On Super Bowl Sunday, St. Mark’s Church Sunday School kids will pass around a collection container for World
Central Kitchen. WCK is first on the frontlines, providing meals in response to humanitarian, climate, and community
crises. Any amount can help provide meals for families in need. The kids will have a collection container marked
“Eagles” or “Chiefs”. Support your team! Donation amount will be announced the following week. Thank you in advance
for your support!
Social Ministries

SOCK DONATIONS
Our local Hacienda Heights Kiwanis Club Foundation, 503(c) 1 non-profit, facilitates Heart 'N Sole, which is a part
of the National Shoes That Fit program.  They provide shoes year-round. In February each year,  they try and
identify homeless students who are in need. However, anytime a student needs shoes,  the family can ask for
assistance.
 
It’s an important to keep funding available when needed. All funds for the program are designated to just that
use. If you would like to make a donation just make a check out to St. Mark's Church and write in the MEMO line
"SOCKS."
 
They also provide socks with the shoes. Socks is a year round need. Right now large is in the greatest need, however
any size would be appreciated. All socks have to be new and unworn.
 
Donations can be left in the box marked “SOCKS” in the Narthex. Our deadline is Sunday, February 19th.
Social Ministries

 3rd Annual "FAT SUNDAY" Pancake Breakfast,
 Sunday, February 19th at 9:00 a.m. 

   Celebrating Mardi Gras is a tradition in New Orleans that begins after Epiphany and
ends the day before Ash Wednesday, called "Fat Tuesday."
We invite you to join us in celebrating "Fat Sunday" on Sunday, February 19th before
we begin our Lenten Season. A freewill offering will be taken and all profits will be
send to World Central Kitchen along with our Souper Bowl offerings.                 
  The Fellowship and Social Ministries Committees will be serving the Pancake
Breakfast along with Mardi Gras beads and jazz music. Help is needed for set up,
serving and clean up, please contact Carolyn, Terry or Mary to volunteer. 
This event will be prior to our 10:00 a.m. service. Breakfast will be served between
9:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

Sign-ups will be taken on Sunday, February 12th or by calling the church office 626-961-2486 to reserve a
spot.  Join us for a delicious way to start the Lenten Season. We look forward to seeing you at our "Fat
Sunday" Pancake Breakfast!

Kitchen Clean up 
On Saturday, January 28th, a clean up of the kitchen took place after the prayer breakfasts. We found items we

had not seen in years. Everything was re-organized and put away. Many thanks to Terry VanRiper for her leadership,
and the crew, Lynn Yann, Norm Rumpf, Annette Williams, Kim and Frank Winn, Anna Guerriero, Diana Hernandez

and Mary Rosentreter



 Planet-fest/Star Party--March 31, 2023
Since our December Planet-fest got rained, out we have rescheduled
 for Friday, March 31--mark your calendars. Starting time 6:00 PM.

 Details to follow as we get closer to the event.

The office will be closed Monday, February
20th, Presidents' Day.
Pastor Mericle will be on vacation March 1st-
8th.







Serving in Worship

Altar Guild:
February

Tracy Nishizu
Annette Williams

Counters:
2/6 Monday Norm and Carolyn
2/12 Norm and Gwen
2/18 Norm and Terry Van Riper
2/26 Norm and Chris Birtja

February 5th
10:00 AM - HOLY COMMUNION
LECTOR: Dan O' Connell
SERMONETTE: Norm Rumpf
TECH CREW: Chris Birtja, Garrett
Birtja
CO-DIRECTOR OF USHERS: Phil
Barnhart, Frank Winn 
HEAD USHERS: Ron Hussey, Steven
Chou
USHERS: Frank Winn, Richard
Heinrich, Emil Wolfe

February 12th
10:00 AM - SERVICE OF THE WORD 
LECTOR: Christopher Birtja
SERMONETTE: Gwen Andrizzi
TECH CREW: Dan O'Connell, Shand
Garrett
CO-DIRECTOR OF USHERS: Phil
Barnhart, Frank Winn 
HEAD USHER: Frank Winn, Ron Amon
USHERS: Phil Barnhart, Dan Guerrero,
Bill Rosentreter, Steven Chou

February 19th
10:00 AM - HOLY COMMUNION
LECTOR: Gwen Andrizzi
SERMONETTE: Lynn Yann
TECH CREW: Chris Birtja, Dan
O'Connell
CO-DIRECTOR OF USHERS: Phil
Barnhart, Frank Winn 
HEAD USHER: Phil Barnhart
USHERS: Gary Hill, Kurt Van Riper

February 26th
First grade sings

10:00 AM- SERVICE OF THE WORD
LECTOR: Janna Barnhart

 Monthly Group
Meetings 

Ruth Circle Bible Study
Ruth Circle will meet on Zoom,
Monday, February 13, 7:00 PM. We
will continue with our Bible Study in
the January/February Gather
Magazine. The study is titled “The
Ten Commandments: Reviving the
soul, and Session two is titled
Rhythms and respect
(Commandments 3 and 4). It begins
on page 36 of the magazine. Mary
Rosentreter will lead the study.
Copies of the study are available if
you did not receive one or the
magazine. Call the church office for
a copy by email. The Zoom link will be
sent a couple of days before the
meeting on February 13. Everyone is
invited to join with us, so send your
email address to Sharon Heck, and
she will send you the Zoom link.
S.heck4peace@gmail.com Hope to
see many of you on February 13.

OUT TO LUNCH!
Noon, February 15, 2023

Lazy Dog Restaurant
Brea Mall

All congregation members
welcome. Men can have their own
table! RSVP to Anna Guerriero, 626-
330-7310 or Mary Rosentreter, 626-
825-7630, so we know how many to
expect.

LADIES' PRAYER BREAKFAST  
Saturday, February 25th

 at 8:00 a.m.
Corner Bakery

Azusa Ave. & Colima Rd., Hacienda
Heights

 MEN'S PRAYER BREAKFAST 
Saturday, February 25th,

  at 8:00 a.m.
Denny's at 1150 S. 7th Ave.,

Hacienda Heights
(60 Fwy and 7th Ave.)

LENTEN THEME
250th Anniversary

of the hymn
 Amazing Grace

LENTEN SCHEDULE
Ash Wednesday Service

March 22nd
7:00 PM service

Wednesday Services
No dinners

March 1st - recorded
Isaiah of Babylon

March 8th - recorded
The Prodigal Son

March 15th - 7:00 PM in-person
The Blind Man

March 22nd - 7:00 PM in-person
The Woman at the Well

March 29th - 7:00 PM in-person
Paul

Maundy Thursday Service
 April 6th, 7:00 PM

Good Friday Service
April 7th, 7:00 PM

Barbara Gordon 12th
Sondra Mericle 21st
Marian Locke 23rd
Peggy Pennington 25th



SERMONETTE: Krista Guerrero
TECH CREW: Steven Chou, Dan
O'Connell
CO-DIRECTOR OF USHERS: Phil
Barnhart, Frank Winn
HEAD USHERS: Dan Guerrero, Emil
Wolfe
USHERS: Irvin Thomas, Frank Winn

2/5:
Available,
Available
2/12: Janna
Barnhart,

Available
2/19: Available, Available 
2/26: Available, Available

The new 2023 Altar Flowers Chart is
up in the Narthex. Each week two
floral bouquets are displayed at the
altar. A donation of $60 will (1)
cover the cost of BOTH bouquets of
fresh flowers OR (2) you can choose
to have an artificial arrangement
displayed instead of purchasing
fresh flowers and your $30 donation
will then be deposited into the 
Altar Flower account, and at the end
of the year it will be used for altar
needs. Please let us know which
option you prefer with regard to
your Altar Flowers donation. Thank
you. 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Council Highlights
01/27/23

*New council meeting time 6:00 p.m.
*St. Mark’s Advisory Committee formed - first meeting Feb. 1st
*Council members for Nominating Committee 2023 Chris Birtja and Mary Rosentreter
*School Leadership Days went very well
*Turnbull Canyon documentary shown at SMLC
* Nightingale Choir concert was well attended
* Souper Bowl Sunday, February 12th
* Sock collection Sundays thru February 19th
 *Ash Wednesday, February 22nd. Theme Amazing Grace

 A congregation of the
 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

gathered by Christ into community.
There is a place for you here!

Worship Services: Sunday 10:00 am

Like us on Facebook

St. Mark's Lutheran Church has a page on Facebook. If you
use social media it is a great way to stay up with the

ministry happening at our church and around the
world. Receive updates to breaking prayer needs, worship

service information, and opportunities to serve

Quick Links

ELCA 
St. Mark's Lutheran School
Southwest California Synod

More About St. Mark's

http://elca.org/
https://elca.org/
http://www.stmarks.ws/
http://www.socalsynod.org/
http://www.stmarks.ws/pages/St_Marks_Lutheran_School/Church/


  Join Our Mailing List

 Staff Listing

Pastor James Mericle
 pastorjim@stmarkshh.com

562-360-9812

Francoise Dutil- Office Administrator
fdutil@stmarks.ws

Melissa Magdaleno - Director of Youth Ministry
youthdirector@stmarks.ws

God's word is a lamp unto thy feet and a light unto thy path. Psalm 119:105
May The Monitor light up your inbox and lead you in Christ's way via St. Mark's Lutheran Church. 
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