
HEAR IT: Listen to the Text and Discover the Truth 

INTRODUCTION: 

Suffering is a major theme in Peter’s first epistle. For the church scattered 
throughout Asia was experiencing suffering because of their allegiance to 
Jesus Christ. Having already provided both comfort and counsel as to how 
these elect exiles should handle such suffering, Peter provides additional 
encouragement in the passage before us.   

READ OR REVIEW THE PASSAGE: 1 PETER 3:18-22. 

 HASH IT OUT:  Look into the Text and Develop the Truth 
Use this morning’s notes to assist in answering the discussion questions. 

1. Peter has already encouraged us to endure suffering with the example of 
Jesus in an earlier paragraph (2:21–25).  But the passage we are looking 
at today expands on that earlier passage. The earlier passage focused 
exclusively on Christ’s what?  This passage moves ultimately and 
finally to His what?  

1. His Humiliation, suffering and death — His vicarious atonement 
2. His Exaltation - His victorious ascension 
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“…who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities 
and powers had been subjected to Him.” 

—1 Peter 3:22

Suffering Is Not the Final Word 
Jesus’ Ul)mate Accomplishment Is Our Ul)mate Assurance 

HAMMER IT HOME:  Live the Text and Do the Truth 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  

HIDE IT IN OUR HEARTS:  Linger in the Text and Let it Dwell Richly 
“…who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities 

and powers had been subjected to Him.” 

—1 Peter 3:22



2. While there are some unusual and interesting elements in this passage 
that understandably capture the average Bible student’s curiosity, it is 
important not to miss the primary focus and flow of the passage.   Who 
is the focus of this passage?  And what are the three major movements? 

(1) Jesus and His                                                     . (v. 18) (Atonement) 

(2) Jesus and His                                                    . (v. 19-21) (Announcement) 

(3)Jesus and His                                                     . (v. 22) (Ascension)  

3. Pastor suggested this morning that this section may be based upon a 
common song or credal declaration within the early church community.  
Do you recall the other two passages that Pastor referenced that shared 
a similar structure or possible usage?  (Philippians 2:5-11; 2 Timothy 2:8) 

4. In describing Jesus’ suffering and death, we sometimes use the 
description “vicarious atonement”.  What do we mean that expression 
as it relates to the work of Christ?  What does each of these words mean 
or emphasize?  

1. atonement — The payment for or the expiation of sin to bring about 
reconciliation. 

2. vicarious - The substitutionary nature of that work, in that He died both 
for us and in our place. 

5. We say that the first half of verse 18 answers three questions. Review and 
identity the those questions and the answers the text gives. 

(1)  For what problem did Jesus suffer and die? 

(2) For what persons did Jesus suffer and die? 

(3) For what purpose did Jesus suffer and die? 
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6. Verse 19-21 focuses on Jesus’ Announcement.  While we might like some 
additional details, Peter’s focus in this context on Christ’s victory — 
and the declaration of that victory to the arena in which sin initially and 
rebelliously occurred — in the angelic or spirit realm.  What are the two 
things we learn in this passage concerning these spirits — the recipients 
of this proclamation?  

(1)  Their present                                                              .  (Incarceration) 

(2) Their past                                                                 .   

7. Having referred to the days of Noah, Peter expands on the events of those 
days and draws some parallels for us.  What were the three parallels 
identified in the passage this morning?  Take a moment to discuss them 
and see if there might be some other parallels that could be drawn. 

(1)  The Impending                                                       of God. (Judgment) 

(2) The Amazing                                                       of God. (Patience) 

(3)  The Gracious                                                       of God. (Deliverance) 

8. Peter reaches the ultimate point of his argument in verse 21. The last 
phrase of verse 20 returns to and links His resurrection with the 
ultimate destination of His journey, His ascension.  What does the 
ascension say to suffering, both as it relates to Chris’s suffering, and its 
implications for believers in every age in regard to their suffering? 

9. One of the passages with which we concluded this morning was 
Ephesians 2:4-7. Read that passage reflect on its implications for us 
and our relationship with Jesus in His victorious work. 
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