FAITH THAT GOES FORWARD- WEEK 3

Day 1: What You Are Missing Right in Front of You

Reading: Psalm 19:1-6 -- The heavens declare the glory of God, and
creation itself speaks of His handiwork without a single word being
spoken.

We live surrounded by evidence of God's power and yet we rarely stop
to take it in. The complexity of a single drop of water, the architecture
of the human body, the incomprehensible scale of the universe -- none
of it happened by accident. The same God who engineered 5 quintillion
molecules into a droplet and stretched galaxies across the cosmos is
intimately involved in your life. We rush past the extraordinary every
single day. Today, slow down. Look up. Let the sheer scale of creation
remind you that the God you are praying to is not small. Your prayers
shouldn’t be either.

Reflection Questions:
- When did you last pause to consider the magnitude of who God is?

- How does a greater understanding of God's power change the way
you approach Him in prayer?

Practical Application: Spend five minutes outside today. Look at the sky,
the trees, or even a glass of water. Ask God to expand your
understanding of His greatness and let that expanded view shape the
boldness of your prayers this week.
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Day 2: The Prayers That Never Get Prayed

Reading: John 14:12-14 -- Jesus tells His followers that those who
believe in Him will do works even greater than His own, and that He will
act on whatever they ask in His name so that the Father may be
glorified.

Jesus makes an extraordinary promise in these verses. He does not limit
the offer to apostles, pastors, or people with impressive spiritual
resumes. He says "anyone who has faith." The problem is not that God
is unwilling. The problem is that we stop short of actually asking. We
pray cautious, survival-mode prayers -- prayers designed to get us
through the day rather than prayers that invite God to do something
beyond what we could accomplish on our own. The greatest category
of unanswered prayer may simply be the prayer that was never prayed
at all. God is not withholding. We are not asking.

Reflection Questions:

- What big, God-sized request have you been holding back from
bringing to God?

- Do you genuinely believe God wants to do greater things through your
life, or does that feel reserved for someone else?

Practical Application: Write down one prayer you have been afraid to
pray because it felt too large or too unlikely. Bring it to God today with
honesty and boldness. Begin praying it consistently this week.
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Day 3: Asking for a Difficult Thing

Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12 -- Elisha refuses to leave Elijah's side as Elijah
nears the end of his life. When Elijah asks what he can do for Elisha,
Elisha requests a double portion of the spirit that rested on Elijah -- a
bold and extraordinary ask.

Elijah gave Elisha an open-ended opportunity to make a request, and
Elisha did not ask for something manageable. He asked for something
only God could grant. Elijah's response was telling -- "you have asked a
difficult thing." Elisha was not being presumptuous. He was being
faithful. He understood that the opportunity in front of him demanded
a request equal to the moment. When was the last time someone could
describe your prayer life as asking for a difficult thing? God is not
offended by bold requests. He is honored when we ask in faith for
things that require Him to show up.

Reflection Questions:

- Do your prayers reflect a belief that God is capable of doing difficult
things, or do they stay safely within what feels realistic?

- What would it look like for you to ask God for a double portion in a
specific area of your life?

Practical Application: Identify one area of your life -- your family, your
work, your ministry, your character -- and pray specifically for God to
do something in that area that would be impossible without His direct
involvement.
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Day 4: Difficulty as the Door to Discovery

Reading: Romans 5:3-5 -- Paul describes how suffering produces
perseverance, which produces character, which produces hope -- and
that hope does not disappoint because God's love has been poured into
our hearts.

Elisha did not discover the depth of what God had placed in him during
the comfortable years of walking alongside Elijah. He discovered it the
moment Elijah was gone and he stood alone at the river's edge.
Difficulty has a way of stripping away everything we have been leaning
on so that we are forced to confront what we actually believe. Growth
rarely arrives without discomfort. Just as a lobster must shed its shell to
grow, we often must release our grip on comfort and safety before we
can step into the greater things God has prepared. The pressure you
are under right now may be the very thing God is using to move you
forward.

Reflection Questions:

- What difficult season in your past ultimately led to the greatest
growth in your faith?

- Is there a current challenge you have been resisting that God may be
using to develop something new in you?

Practical Application: Take an honest inventory of the most pressing
difficulty in your life right now. Write down one way God could use this
situation to grow your faith, deepen your character, or position you for
something greater. Pray and surrender that difficulty to Him today.
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Day 5: Strike the Water

Reading: 2 Kings 2:13-15 -- After Elijah is taken up, Elisha picks up the
cloak left behind, strikes the Jordan River, and calls out to the God of
Elijah. The waters part. The other prophets recognize that the spirit
resting on Elijah now rests on Elisha.

Elisha had already received the promise. The double portion had been
granted the moment he witnessed Elijah's departure. But the proof of
what God had given him did not appear until he was willing to act. He
had to strike the water. Faith is not only believing that God can -- it is
taking the next step as though He will. Many of us are standing at the
river's edge holding the cloak, waiting for proof before we move. But
God is often waiting on us to move before He reveals the proof. Asking
for greater things is not passive. It is bold, consistent, action-oriented
faith that keeps going even when the outcome is not yet visible.

Reflection Questions:

- Where in your life is God asking you to strike the water -- to take a
step of faith before you have seen the result?

- What has been holding you back from taking that step?

Practical Application: Identify one concrete act of faith you have been
postponing. Take that step this week. Pair it with consistent, specific
prayer and trust that God honors faith that moves. Keep a record of
what He does in response.



