FAITH THAT GOES FORWARD- WEEK 4

Day 1: When the Scene Is Not the Story

Reading: 2 Kings 4:8-17

The Shunammite woman had waited long for a child. When Elisha
declared she would hold a son, she resisted hope because
disappointment had trained her to protect herself. Yet God moved
anyway. Whatever chapter of your life feels stuck or barren right now,
remember that a single scene does not determine the outcome of the
full story. God is not bound by what you can currently see. The promise
He has spoken over your life does not expire because the circumstances
look discouraging. Do not walk away from the story simply because you
do not like the scene you are standing in.

Reflect: What promise from God have you quietly stopped believing
because the circumstances seemed to contradict it?

Apply: Write down one thing God has promised you through His Word.
Place it somewhere visible this week as a daily reminder that the scene
is not the story.
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Day 2: The Danger of Fine

Reading: Psalm 34:17-18, Psalm 62:8

Psalm 34:17-18 assures us that God hears the cry of the righteous and
is near to those whose hearts are broken. Psalm 62:8 calls us to pour
out our hearts before God, who is our refuge.

The Shunammite woman told everyone around her that everything was
fine. Her husband did not know. Her neighbors did not know. She
carried the weight of catastrophic loss completely alone until she
reached Elisha. Fine is often the most isolating word in the human
vocabulary. It shuts out the people who could help and suppresses the
emotions that need to be processed. God does not require you to arrive
at His feet composed. He invites you to come as you are, broken and
honest, because He is near to the brokenhearted. Honesty before God
is not a lack of faith. It is the beginning of it.

Reflect: What emotion have you been labeling Fine that actually needs
to be brought before God with full honesty?

Apply: Set aside ten minutes today to pray with complete honesty. Do
not edit your feelings. Tell God exactly what you are carrying and let
Him meet you there.
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Day 3: Faith Does Not Mean the Absence of Grief

Reading: John 11:32-36, Romans 8:26

John 11:32-36 recounts how Jesus, standing at the tomb of Lazarus,
wept alongside those who were mourning, even knowing what He was
about to do. Romans 8:26 reminds us that when we do not know how
to pray, the Spirit intercedes on our behalf.

Jesus did not stand at the tomb of Lazarus and tell the mourners to stop
crying because He had a plan. He wept with them. This is one of the
most profound demonstrations of God's character in all of Scripture.
Grief and faith are not opposites. You can be deeply sorrowful and
deeply trusting at the same time. When the Shunammite woman
collapsed at Elisha's feet, she was not abandoning faith. She was
exercising it by running toward God rather than away from Him.
Bringing your grief to God is not weakness. It is one of the most
courageous acts of faith you can perform.

Reflect: Have you ever felt that expressing grief or fear was a sign of
weak faith? Where did that belief come from, and does it align with
what Scripture actually teaches?

Apply: Identify one person in your life who may be suffering silently.
Reach out today not with answers, but simply with presence. Follow
the example of Jesus, who showed up and wept.
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Day 4: Sending It Upstairs for Further Review

Reading: Isaiah 55:8-9, Proverbs 3:5-6

Isaiah 55:8-9 declares that God's thoughts and ways are infinitely
higher than our own. Proverbs 3:5-6 instructs us to trust God
completely rather than leaning on our own understanding, with the
promise that He will direct our paths.

When a referee on the field cannot determine the outcome of a play,
the footage is sent upstairs to an official with a better vantage point.
What looks like a loss from ground level can be overturned entirely
when reviewed from above. This is precisely what worship, Scripture,
and prayer do for the human soul. They elevate your perspective. They
send your situation upstairs. When you fix your mind on the
faithfulness of God rather than the chaos of your circumstances, you
are not ignoring reality. You are choosing to interpret your reality
through a lens that is higher, wider, and truer than your own.

Reflect: In your current struggle, are you evaluating the situation only
from ground level? What would it look like to send it upstairs through
intentional worship or time in Scripture today?

Apply: Choose one worship song or one passage of Scripture that
speaks to God's faithfulness. Return to it every day this week when
anxiety or discouragement rises. Let it reorient your perspective from
the field to the booth.
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Day 5: God Is Not Finished

Reading: 2 Kings 4:32-37, Jeremiah 29:11

2 Kings 4:32-37 records the miraculous restoration of the Shunammite
woman's son from death to life. Jeremiah 29:11 reminds us that God's
plans for His people are plans of hope and a future, not harm.

The Shunammite woman walked into that room expecting to find a
dead child. She walked out holding a living one. The very thing that had
become her deepest wound became the most powerful testimony to
God's ability to restore what seemed irretrievably lost. God specializes
in reversals. He is not intimidated by what looks finished, hopeless, or
beyond repair. The relationship, the dream, the season of life you have
quietly given up on has not necessarily seen its final chapter. God is still
writing. The question is not whether He is capable of turning your
tragedy into triumph. He already demonstrated that at the
resurrection. The question is whether you will keep bringing your need
to Him until He does.

Reflect: What have you quietly stopped praying about because it felt
too far gone? Is there something you need to bring back to God with
renewed persistence today?

Apply: Return to the promise you wrote down on Day 1. Pray over it
specifically today. Thank God in advance for what He is doing even
when you cannot yet see it, and commit to continuing to bring it before
Him rather than walking away from the story.



