n: Storyte

,\ e \

The Storyte‘ller
Week 3

Day 1: When Fair Isn't Good News

Reading: Matthew 20:1-16

We naturally crave fairness—equal work should mean equal pay. But when
Jesus tells the parable of the vineyard workers, He flips our expectations
upside down. The landowner's generosity offends those who worked longest,
revealing something uncomfortable: we want fairness when it benefits us, but
God's grace operates on a different economy altogether.

If God were truly fair, none of us would receive salvation. We've all fallen
short. The scandal of the gospel is that the thief on the cross received the
same eternal destination as the apostle who served for decades. That's not
fair—that's mercy. Today, ask yourself: Am | grateful for God's unfair grace
toward me, or am | keeping score with others? Let go of scorekeeping and
embrace the scandalous generosity of God.
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Week 3

Day 2: The Danger of the Contract Mentality

Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

Paul calls himself "the worst of sinners," yet he wrote much of the New
Testament and planted churches across the ancient world. How could
someone so accomplished remain so humble? Paul never forgot that he didn't
deserve God's grace. He never slipped into thinking God owed him something
because of his service.

When we start cataloging our spiritual résumé—our church attendance, our
prayers, our sacrifices—we've entered dangerous territory. We begin thinking
we have a contract with God rather than a relationship of grace. This
mentality breeds entitlement and bitterness when life doesn't go as we
expect.

The truth is liberating: you cannot earn what has already been freely given.
Your salvation doesn't depend on your performance. Today, release any sense
that God owes you. Instead, live from a place of gratitude for undeserved
grace.
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Week 3

Day 3: Seeing Yourself as the Last Hired

Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10

Paul reminds us that we were "dead in our transgressions"—not just sick, but
dead. We couldn't earn, work, or negotiate our way to God. We were the
workers standing in the marketplace at 5 PM with no hope of employment,
no way to feed our families, completely dependent on someone else's mercy.

Then God showed up. Not because we deserved it. Not because we'd proven
ourselves worthy. But because of His "great love for us." This is the
perspective that changes everything. When you see yourself as the last-
minute hire who received full pay, gratitude replaces entitlement. Joy
overcomes bitterness. Generosity flows naturally.

The question isn't "Why did they get the same as me?" but "How did | get
anything at all?" Today, identify one area where you've been comparing your
journey to someone else's. Release the comparison and embrace your own
story of undeserved grace.
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Day 4: Extending Unfair Grace to Others

Reading: Matthew 18:21-35

After being forgiven an impossible debt, the servant in Jesus' parable
immediately demands payment from someone who owed him pocket change.
The contrast is staggering—and uncomfortably familiar. We've been forgiven
everything, yet we withhold grace from others over minor offenses.

If God isn't fair with His grace toward you, you shouldn't be fair with your
grace toward others. Don't just forgive those who deserve it or who'll
probably change. Don't just be generous to people who can repay you. Don't
just show kindness to those who've earned it.

God's unfair generosity toward you is meant to overflow into unfair
generosity toward others. This is how the Kingdom spreads—through people
who stop demanding fairness and instead demonstrate radical, undeserved
grace.

Today, identify someone you've been keeping score with. Choose to cancel
the debt. Extend grace they haven't earned. Give generously without
expecting return. Let God's unfair love flow through you.
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Week 3

Day 5: Gratitude Over Entitlement

Reading: Luke 17:7-10

Jesus tells a story that sounds harsh to modern ears: after working all day, the
servant still must prepare his master's meal before eating himself. Jesus
concludes, "So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do,
should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty."

This isn't about God being a demanding taskmaster. It's about maintaining
proper perspective. Everything we do for God—our service, our sacrifice, our
faithfulness—can never repay what He's already given us. We don't serve to
earn; we serve because we've already been given everything.

Entitlement whispers, "I've done so much; God owes me." Gratitude declares,
"I've been given so much; how can | not serve?" One mindset breeds
bitterness when life gets hard. The other produces joy even in suffering.

This week, practice gratitude over entitlement. When you're tempted to think
"This isn't fair," remember all you've received that you didn't deserve. Let
that awareness transform your perspective, your relationships, and your walk
with God.
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