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The Storyteller‘
Week 4

Day 1: The Power of Internal Narratives
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Reading: Matthew 13:10-17

Jesus spoke in parables because stories have power that facts alone cannot
achieve. But the most powerful stories we encounter aren't always in
Scripture—they're the ones we tell ourselves every day. These internal
narratives shape our reality more than the facts themselves. Like the servant
who believed his master was harsh despite evidence of generosity, we often
create false narratives about God's character. Today, pause and examine the
stories you're telling yourself about who God is and how He sees you. Are
these stories based on truth or fear? Ask God to reveal where your internal
narrative contradicts His Word, and invite Him to rewrite those stories with
His truth.

Reflection Question: What story have | been telling myself about God that
doesn't align with His actual character revealed in Scripture?



The Storyteller

Week 4

Day 2: Trust Over Performance

Reading: Matthew 25:14-30

The parable of the talents isn't ultimately about productivity—it's about trust.
The third servant's failure wasn't laziness; it was his inability to trust his
master's goodness. He saw opportunity as a trap rather than a gift. How often
do we stall in our spiritual lives not because we're lazy, but because we don't
trust God with what He's placed in our hands? We trust God can do big things
apart from us—forgive sins, heal wounds—but struggle to trust what He can
do through us. The master celebrated those who tried, not just those who
succeeded spectacularly. God isn't waiting for perfection; He's inviting you
into partnership. What has God entrusted to you that fear has caused you to
bury?

Reflection Question: Where am | paralyzed by fear of failure rather than
energized by trust in God's goodness?
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Day 3: Recognizing Your True Value

Reading: Ephesians 2:10

One talent in Jesus' parable equaled approximately 22 years of wages—nearly
two million dollars in today's economy. The "one talent" servant wasn't given
scraps; he was entrusted with tremendous value. Yet he couldn't see it
because he was comparing. We do the same thing. We minimize what God
has given us because someone else seems to have more. But you are God's
masterpiece, created with intentional design for specific purposes. Before you
were born, God planned good works for you to accomplish. Stop measuring
your one talent against someone else's five. The question isn't whether you
have enough; it's whether you trust the One who gave it to you. Your value
isn't determined by quantity but by the quality of the Creator's craftsmanship.

Reflection Question: What gift or ability have | devalued because I've been
comparing myself to others?
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Day 4: Seeing Yourself as God Sees You

Reading: Psalm 139:13-16

An art student couldn't draw an accurate self-portrait until he stopped
drawing symbols and started seeing what was actually there. We often do the
same spiritually—we draw from cultural symbols of success, beauty, or
significance rather than seeing how God has actually designed us. We try to
replicate an airbrushed ideal instead of embracing our authentic design. God
knit you together with precision. He sees every shadow, wrinkle, and scar as
part of the masterpiece. Your quirks aren't mistakes; they're features. Your
story's difficult chapters aren't flaws; they're depth. Stop trying to conform to
someone else's template. Ask God to help you see yourself as He sees you—
fearfully and wonderfully made, with purpose woven into every detail.

Reflection Question: What part of how God made me have | been rejecting
because it doesn't fit the "symbol" | think | should be?
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Day 5: Design Reveals Purpose

Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

God's design in you reveals God's purpose for you. You weren't randomly
assembled; you were strategically crafted. What abilities come naturally to
you? What do you notice that others miss? What compels you even when no
one else seems to care? These aren't accidents—they're clues to your calling.
The Spirit distributes gifts as He determines, not for your glory but for the
common good. Your design isn't about you; it's about what God wants to
accomplish through you. Stop waiting for a dramatic revelation and start
paying attention to how God has already wired you. What door is opening?
What need keeps capturing your attention? Your purpose isn't hiding—it's
embedded in how God made you. Trust Him enough to invest what He's given
you.

Reflection Question: Based on how God has designed me, what is He inviting
me to do that I've been avoiding or overlooking?

Page 5



