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Ashlyne Bowman
Life Verse: “38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus  

our Lord.”              

          - Romans 8:38-39

I was fortunate to grow up with God fearing parents and have known God all of my life. 

Through the years my faith and understanding in who God is and what’s He’s done magnified 

and has strengthened me as a person. My growing relationship with Jesus has made my 

outlook on life more positive because I know that He knows me better than I know myself and 

loves me more than anyone ever has or ever will. He will never give me more than I can bear. I 

can confidently walk this journey of life knowing that I am not alone and forever loved. 

Last year I experienced three straight months of hardship that really tested my faith, in not 

only others, but in myself as well. However, through it all my faith in God never wavered and 

He delivered me through it all. As I enter a new chapter in my life by turning a year older, I 

want this baptism to always be a symbol that God is with me and His love and spirit washes 

over me forever and always.
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LyNina Carr
Life Verse: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

          - Hebrews 11:1 (KJV) 

I have grown up in the church my whole life and I know the Lord, or at least I used to think I 

did. When you grow up in church you observe how people act, so I would just imitate what 

others did. 

When I seriously gave my life to Christ, I was going through a really dark place in which 

I felt like my only option out was suicide. It felt like God didn’t hear my prayers and had 

abandoned me. Right when I was just going through the motions, I found out I was pregnant 

with my daughter and every emotion and feeling I was struggling with went away. That’s how 

I knew God heard my prayers. He didn’t answer my prayer how I wanted him, to but He did it 

how I needed it. 

Since giving my life to Christ, life has still been challenging, but having supportive family and 

church are both really helping my walk with God become better and easier. My relationship 

with God isn’t where I would like it to be, but it is getting there. 

God is faithful and He has never failed me.
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Patrizia Dowdell
Life Verse: “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.” 

          - Philippians 4:13

I was baptized as a baby, yet have struggled to find my way to be a believer. I was taught that 

to be a good Christian you MUST be perfect, you MUST follow all the Ten Commandments. 

When I finally understood that Jesus loves me for who I am with all my faults and my sins, it 

pushed me to become a better person. It became easy to accept Him in my life and inspired 

me to keep striving to be the best person I can be. 

I have been battling cancer for over year and God has shown me that He will never leave me 

nor forsake me. I want to be baptized to show that I am re-centering my life back on Christ, 

my Lord and Saviour.
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Laura Stephens
Life Verse: “You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust 

in you.” 

          - Isaiah 26:3 (NIV)

I accepted Jesus as a 6 year old child, so it feels as though He has always been a big part of 

my life. 

Being baptized is an outward display of an inward change. It is especially meaningful to be 

getting baptized with my husband. When we met, he was very against Christianity. He did not 

go to church with me until after we had our second child. Being baptized together is special 

and unifying for us in our faith. 
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Edward Stephens
Life Verse: “This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, And saved him out of all his 

troubles.” 

         - Psalm 34:6 (KJV 1900)

I grew up in foster care and moved back in with my mom when I was a teenager. Growing up, 

I wanted to be close to God and get baptized, but I was told I could not as it would rob my 

mom of a memory.

I grew away from God but came back to Him after my wife and I got married. I felt so heavy 

and worn, but when I accepted His love for me, I cried and felt the weight lift off my shoulders. 

We now have four kids and have been married for almost 9 years. I want to get re-baptized as 

an example for my kids.
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Donna Corey
Life Verse: “He has told you… what is good. And what does the Lord require of you but to do 

justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 

           - Micah 6:8

“The Angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, And rescues them.”    

           - Psalm 34:7

As a little girl at a revival, I prayed and asked Jesus to be my Lord and Savior. In fact all six 

members of our family made this decision for Christ on the same evening! He had to grow my 

parents up really fast! He did, and they were incredible godly leaders for us. I repented of my 

sins and asked Jesus to be Lord of my life. I knew then I was chosen, a Daughter of the King, 

and clothed in His righteousness. 

I know for me as a believer to “guard the good deposit that was entrusted to” me, that in my 

own strength alone would fail but by an intimate relationship through prayer, worship, sharing 

my faith, applying His Word to my life, the Holy Spirit living in me, and now baptism, I have a 

much better chance! I don’t want to be conformed or influenced by the world, evil, or lies. 

Jesus in me gives His love, joy, and peace, so that I may overflow with hope by the power of 

the Holy Spirit. It’s my spiritual goal and prayer for my family and friends to know Jesus as 

their Lord and Savior.
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Ashley “Ash” Dyer
Life Verse: “He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth.” 
 - Psalm 46:10

I was raised in the church, but grew up feeling as though I needed to earn God’s love. I walked away 
around age 20 and in my newfound “freedom,” I found myself spiraling downward and losing control 
fast. I was empty inside, and searching for excitement and purpose. I experimented with drugs (you 
name it, I’ve done it), drinking and seeking love from anyone, no matter how abusive. I was in and out 
of jail and endured homelessness, beatings, break ins, drug overdoses, and suicide attempts.

I eventually got into witchcraft and toyed with Satanism. I despised God and I couldn’t stand Christians. 
I was so angry, so deeply enraged, that it took on a form of physical pain within my body. My life had 
become lonely and devastatingly bitter. I couldn’t look anybody in the eye, so convinced that even 
God thought I was lower than scum and that my existence was accidental.

At age 33, nothing was pacifying me anymore. I would curse others, myself, and even God. After nearly 
losing my marriage, family, job, and my life, I was desperate for anything that could offer me some 
reprieve from my dark, personal hell. I never thought I would reconsider God again, and I mean never. 

One day I heard an old friend on a podcast. Although I mocked it, I was bewildered by the level of 
commitment my friend still had for God. I began to recall how it felt to have God to talk to. The years 
had given me plenty of ammunition to justify my decision to leave God, however, there was one thing 
I could not explain away. I could not reason as to why I felt more lost, confused, and angry than I ever 
had. Not even in my “truth” of no absolutes (no Hell, no right or wrong) did I find any peace or comfort.

One Sunday, I asked my husband if he would be interested in attending a church service. What did 
we have to lose? Standing inside those church walls, in the middle of a prayer, we found our faces 
streaming with tears and could not explain it. One visit turned into another and another. Finally, it 
clicked. I felt it. The feeling of the Promise of Freedom offered by the only One who was fighting for 
me when my back was turned. He was the One holding off the terrors of my soul as I got back up again 
and again, even when I cursed him, even when I knowingly defied Him.

I had tried nearly everything under the sun to find what the truth is, yet here was THE Truth: Jesus is the 
real deal. The God of my childhood is real, alive and STILL loves me, and always has. He has shown me 
unconditional Love so that I can Love, and has found me so that I can help find others. That’s what I call 
Amazing Grace!
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Kelsey Miller
Life Verse: “The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths 

for his name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you 

are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in 

the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely your 

goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 

Lord forever.” 

          - Psalm 23:1-6

I met Jesus at a very young age. I grew up in a Christian household and remember one 

specific moment at the age of 5 or 6, where my mom guided me through asking Jesus to 

forgive me of my sins. I remember crying as she held me in her arms. 

Since then, I have learned so much more about what it means to be a follower of Christ. I have 

gone through many moments where I acted as if I knew better than Him, leaning on my own 

understanding and choosing to go my own way, despite knowing it was wrong. But even in 

those moments, God has forgiven me and called me back to Him. 

I have also seen God move in my life in ways that I could’ve never imagined as He calls me to 

obey Him. He has shown me that I don’t have to earn His salvation and love. He has loved me 

throughout the lowest points in my life, so much so that He sent his Son to die for me, even 

though I least deserved it. “He must become greater; I must become less,” John 3:30. 

Although I was baptized as a baby, I have felt a strong conviction to publicly declare my 

personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord through baptism.
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Alex Swearingen
Life Verse: “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

           - John 16:33

I grew up in the church and accepted Christ into my life when I was six years old. My family started 
attending Crossroads the year I started the 6th grade. At age 14, I was baptized. I met some of my best 
friends, several mentors in my early life, and my beautiful wife here at Crossroads. We were married in 
2012, and together we have three handsome boys who love God more than anything.

After my baptism I said I was a Christian, and I did what I could to make sure people believed me. It was 
all a lie. In fact, I lived a life full of lies, half truths, false idols and shame from the choices I was making 
on a daily basis. Over the years I had fallen into addiction. I prioritized work and friendships over God 
and my family. I thought I was really good at hiding it all and still being the guy everyone thought I was. 

After I was sent home from work due to COVID, I got deeper into my addiction to the point where I 
thought there was no return. I thought if I admitted my wrongs I would only be met with judgment and 
hatred. On January 21, 2022 I was arrested and placed in jail. I thought it was the end of my life as I 
knew it. I believed I would lose everyone and everything I loved, cared for and worked so hard to gain.

To a small degree, I was correct when I thought I would be met with judgment, but the truth is it was 
a dirty lie that Satan told me on a daily basis to keep me in the hole I had dug myself with his shovel. I 
was actually met with more love, grace, acceptance, and support than I could have ever imagined or 
hoped for. I now know that God sent the police to arrest me and remove me from my previous life. He 
yanked me out of that deep dark hole and set me down back gently into His light and glory. 

Today I am 7 months and 7 days in recovery from my past choices and addictions. I am thankful for 
the love and support of my wife who has endured and sacrificed more than I will ever know because 
of my choices, my three boys who love me no matter what, my family for giving me all they can in this 
season of life, my new friends, my sponsor and my mentors for always checking in on me and being 
there when I need them, and my church for welcoming me back with open arms. However, I am MOST 
thankful to God for never leaving me, even when I left Him, and for giving me one more chance to 
become who I am meant to be. I still feel the devil trying to get me back, but I say, “Not today, Satan!” I 
am happier, more joyful and thankful to be God’s child again and to say YES! to Him every moment of 
every day. Today I choose to turn my life over fully to the care and love of God. Thank you Jesus!



Lake Baptisms 
August 28, 2022

Harold Taylor
Life Verse: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

          - Jeremiah 29:11

I grew up in a strong Christian home, but as a teenager I strayed from church. I felt empty for a 

period of time, until Christ spoke to me in a dream to return to worship and service. 

I made my confession of faith as a teenager, after attending an RCA youth camp. After youth 

camp, and after I was married, I rededicated my life to Christ. I wanted to be an example to 

my wife and family. I knew the importance of bringing up my children to know and experience 

Christ’s gift of salvation and to help them apply it to their lives.

Although I received Infant Baptism, my journey felt incomplete. I want to be baptized by 

immersion to follow Christ’s example.
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Bryan Mahoney
Life Verse: “And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, 

..... But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

          - Joshua 24:15 (ESV)

I was raised in a loving, caring household. My parents are a true inspiration for me. As 

Catholics, we went to church and we followed the program, but I never really developed a 

relationship with Christ. 

The moment my son was born, I knew that God had a job for me. I had to make changes. 

Leading my family is the greatest responsibility that I’ve ever had, and I love every minute of it. 

God has blessed me in countless ways, but I have so far to go on my journey. The thing I now 

realize, is how little I truly ever understood in the past about what His grace had been making 

possible in my life. You can’t un-see this, it’s like a blinding light. I get excited just thinking 

about it, and I can’t wait to share this feeling with others!
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Kristen O’Janpa
Life Verse:“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace 

in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we 

also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  
4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.” 

          - Romans 5:1-4

As a baby, I was baptized in the church. My family moved around often and did not stay at 

churches very long. I often found myself in different denominations of churches and never 

grasped the idea of a faith that involved a relationship with Christ. As a child and adolescent, I 

knew God existed, that I should fear Him and obey Him but that was about it. 

When I started going to Crossroads 19 years ago, I finally took the step to accept Christ as 

my personal Savior and began my faith relationship journey. I have grown so much since 

then. I’ve been an active member at Crossroads and in my community sharing the gospel and 

serving as much possible. 

I’ve often wrestled with the idea of being baptized again, but was honestly a uncomfortable 

talking about it since I had already been baptized. Recently, while explaining the importance 

of obedience in being baptized to my children, I realized it was also time for me to personally 

make that decision to be baptized on my own. So, as an act of obedience to Christ Himself, I 

would like to be baptized again. This time because it is my will and choice. 



Lake Baptisms 
August 28, 2022

Levi Rogers
Life Verse: “Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing  

of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve God’s will--his good pleasing and 

perfect will.” 

          - Romans 12:2

I do not remember much of my life before Jesus because I have been going to Crossroads 

my whole life and have known of Jesus that whole time. One night when I was about six years 

old, my mom was putting me to bed and mentioned something about some miners who had 

just gotten stuck underground in a mining accident. I wondered what would happen to these 

miners if they died there, so she then explained to me how the Christians would go to heaven 

and how the other people would go to hell. That was all she had to say before I decided to 

accept Jesus as my Lord and Savior. 

Ever since that moment, I have had my ups and downs, but I know that I have grown closer to 

God, and I am going to continue to grow closer to Him for the rest of my life.

I feel like God is telling me to be baptized at this time. I am about to go to college and my 

faith is going to be challenged every single day by all the different opinions of the world. 

I need to be rooted deeply in God and be internally identified in His death, burial, and 

resurrection. 
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Gabby Windham
Life Verse: “ Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men...” 

         - Colossians 3:23 (ESV)

I didn’t really grow up going to church as much as most Christians I know have. Instead I met 

lots of people and dear friends from all different world views. I struggled with my identity and 

in many other ways. My view of God was that He just made stuff and I was responsible for the 

things I put out into the universe.

I eventually got to a point where I didn’t want to live my life off of my feelings and how others 

felt about me, but live based on objective reality. I didn’t want to be partially Christian, I 

wanted to know whether or not it was true.

A year after genuinely seeking after God, the big question (out of many questions) of “How 

can someone be saved?” finally made sense to me. I pivoted in my passion, pursuits, and 

purpose for something greater. Things in my life are definitely not better, probably even 

worse in some cases, but I would rather be self aware and suffering only a little temporarily, 

than clueless and living in absolute pleasure temporarily.

I am ready to publicly declare my faith through baptism and show that I am passing from the 

old life I had into the new life I have with Christ. To me it’s an act of obedience to Christ, which 

has been a constant and very convicting theme since my salvation.
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Parker Zech
Life Verse: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 

In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths.” 

          - Proverbs 3:5–6 

Before I met Jesus, I felt like I lacked in confidence. I met Jesus at a young age during summer 

camp. I have learned live on what I believe, but to trust in the Lord instead of living on .

Since asking Him into my heart, I’ve always felt more confident and not alone.
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Zoe Cullum
Life Verse: “10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor 

of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of 

this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put 

on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 

ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth 

buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet 

fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up 

the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take 

the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 

          - Ephesians 6:10-17

I was sitting on top of our swing set and talking to my brother, Bennett about prayer. He told 

me that it doesn’t matter if I stumble over my words, God will understand. I decided it was 

time, and prayed.

Jesus died so we didn’t have to, and if we give Him our life our sins are forgiven. I want to be 

baptized to show others that I love Jesus and believe that He loves me.
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Caleb Flowers
Life Verse: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 

be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”    

           - Joshua 1:9

I learned about Jesus in preschool and accepted Jesus into my heart during AWANA. Ever 

since I accepted Jesus, I am praying and studying the Bible often with my family.

I am excited to get baptized and show people that I love and belong to God.
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Christina Frazer
Life Verse: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,”  

declares the Lord.” 

          - Isaiah 55:8

I was raised in a Christian home. My parents followed the Bible and we were at church every 

Sunday and Wednesday. I went to church camp every summer. My extended family were also 

believers, including both sets of grandparents and numerous aunts, uncles and cousins. Due 

to this, I knew about Jesus at a very young age. When I was seven years old , the church I grew 

up in had a baptism. I remember not being able to sleep that night, getting out of bed and 

finding my Dad. I told him I wanted to be baptized. After we talked, we settled on discussing it 

again when I was older. Time passed and at church camp, when I was 12 years old, I prayed to 

accept Christ as my Savior.

I have walked most of my life with Jesus; I don’t remember a time where I didn’t believe in 

Jesus. Through college and grad school I was involved in Cru, which led me to learning about 

Athletes in Action (AIA), the sports ministry for Campus Crusade for Christ. I was an intern with 

them for three years, trusting the Lord to raise my support.

I dug deep during my time with AIA. The church I was raised in is a step less conservative 

than Mennonite, with very deep familial roots. While at AIA, God molded and changed me; 

He had me dig deep into my upbringing and really look at everything from a Biblical and non 

denominational perspective. It was hard, but the growing I did in the Lord, was huge! Towards 

the end of my time with AIA, one of my roommates died in a tragic running accident just a 

month after I tore my Achilles tendon. It was a very difficult time, but God showed me how His 

plans are greater than my own, and He’ll equip me to walk the path He’s intended for me.
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Michael “Mikey” Frazer
Life Verse: “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 

           - John 20:31

In April 2017, after my grandfather passed away, I went into my parents room and told them 

that I wanted to ask Jesus to come into my heart. I knelt down and prayed to ask Jesus to 

come into my heart.

I want to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with others so that they know He died on the 

cross to save us from our sins.
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Jolie Hylton
Life Verse: “But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 

          - John 20:31

Jesus came to earth to save us from our sin and so we can have eternal life. I don’t remember 

a specific day I came to Jesus, but I am so thankful that He loves me.

I want to be baptized to show others that I have turned to Jesus and will always continue to 

keep Him in my heart.
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Ava Melanson
Life Verse: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.”  

 - John 3:16

I prayed a prayer to accept Jesus into my heart during Sunday School at our church. I was too 

shy to tell my teacher, but told my mom. 

I want to baptized to show others that I believe Jesus rose from the dead and saved us from 

our sins. Baptism is a symbol of being cleaned by Jesus. 
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Gloria Northington
Life Verse: “But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”       

           - John 20:31

When I was about six years old, I wanted to know how I could go to heaven. Once it was 

explained to me that Jesus died on the cross for our sins because He loves us, I asked Him 

into my heart. 

Because of His love, we can go to heaven and be with Him. On earth, we can talk to Him no 

matter where we are. 
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Isabella Surita
Life Verse:  “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.”     

         -  Philippians 4:13 (BSB)

Before I met Jesus, I did not know who He was and how much He loved me. My mother and 

family introduced me to Jesus and now my life is changing. I am growing and becoming 

stronger and more confident. 

I want to be baptized to show that I love Jesus and that I am His child. 
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Iris Cira
Life Verse: “We love because he first loved us.”         

           - 1 John 4:19

I have trusted Jesus ever since I can remember. But this past year, I wanted to pray for others 

and myself when I am worried.

I want to be baptized to show my acceptance of Jesus to others and myself. I am excited to 

share love and truth with other people.
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Kensley Cook
Life Verse: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.”          

           - John 3:16

I have accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior. I am ready to be baptized to show Jesus that I 

am ready to follow Him fully.
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Jason Haynes
Life Verse: “10 David praised the Lord in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, “Praise 

be to you, Lord, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 11 Yours, Lord, is 

the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in 

heaven and earth is yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.  
12 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength 

and power to exalt and give strength to all. 13 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise 

your glorious name.”    

 - 1 Chronicles 29:10-13

I trusted Jesus as my Savior when I was seven years old. Since then, I have been trying to 

follow God’s promises and spread the word about God to others.

I want to be baptized to show others that I am a follower of Jesus.
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Ethan Porter
Life Verse: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.”          

           - John 3:16

I have accepted Jesus into my heart and I want to be baptized so that people will know I 

follow Christ.
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Lauren Porter
Life Verse: “15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most 

of every opportunity, because the days are evil.”         

          - Ephesians 5:15-16

I have always known about Jesus, and I prayed to receive Him as my Savior at camp.

Since then, my life has been very different, but in a good way. I am ready to be baptized and 

show others He is my Lord.
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Arianna Ripple
Life Verse: “Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that 

you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.”   

           - Joshua 1:8

I have grown up learning about Jesus. One evening I was talking to mommy about how God 

seemed scary because He was so big. She explained to me how we shouldn’t be afraid of Him 

but feel comforted by how He is always with us. I decided to accept Jesus into my heart that 

night. Since then I don’t feel as afraid at night and I want my friends to learn about Jesus too. 



Lake Baptisms 
August 28, 2022

Reagan Wess
Life Verse: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.”          

           -  John 3:16

I am seven years old and asked Jesus into my heart. I want to follow Him and be like Him, so 

I want to be baptized like He was. I have always known and loved God, but my mom helped 

me understand what it means to agree to follow Jesus, and turn from your sin. I know He died 

for me on the cross and rose again, and I accepted Him. Reading my devotions every night 

helps me know Him even better.

I am so excited that God is my friend and I am part of His family.
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Toran Williams
Life Verse: “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others 

above yourselves.”    

 - Philippians 2:3

God has always been there for me, especially when I need Him the most. When my Nana 

died, I asked Jesus to be my Savior. I want to be baptized to claim to the world that I believe 

in God’s word and I know He died for our sins so that we can be saved. 
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2. Sharon Dixon

3. Dee Jones 

4. Bonita McMorris

5. Nathan Okoko

6. Sibley Ann West

Group 6
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Lucas Casterline
Life Verse: “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
2 a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, 3 a time to kill and 

a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, 4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a 

time to mourn and a time to dance, 5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time 

to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 6 a time to search and a time to give up, a 

time to keep and a time to throw away, 7 a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent 

and a time to speak, 8 a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.”   

          - Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

When I was born, I was very sick and had to have multiple surgeries. I almost didn’t make it. 

My mom says that I’m basically a living miracle and I am beyond grateful for that.

I grew up going to church and I decided to accept Jesus into my life and as my Savior one 

day when we were living in our old house before we moved. My life has been changed for 

the better since I accepted Him and it is one of the best decisions I have ever made. He has 

helped me make good decisions in school and at home; hanging out with friends and family. 

Having Christ as my leader has allowed me the opportunity to have Him guide me through 

prayer and my daily life.
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Sharon Dixon
Life Verse: “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”          

          - Philippians 1:6

I was baptized as an infant, and raised in a Christian home where I attended church every 

Sunday. In hindsight, my religion seemed more legalistic to me. In fact, at one point, I was 

considered too sinful to fully receive the same blessings as others in my congregation. I felt 

too sinful to be in that church.  

In the early 90’s I attended Crossroads as a guest of a co-worker. I couldn’t believe the joy 

I felt, to be so welcomed into the fellowship of Christians. Billy Riggs prayed the prayer of 

salvation, and I eagerly accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. 

Over this more than 30 years, God has gradually transformed my life. I liken myself to a river 

rock, with jagged edges everywhere. God’s living water has constantly washed over me 

during these years, smoothing out my jagged places. I can see and feel the transformation.    

My prayer is that one day, when I meet Jesus face to face, I can place myself, not as a jagged 

rock, but as a  jewel at His feet. 
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Dee Jones
Life Verse: “Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’”      

           -  John 3:7

I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. My life is good since I was saved, but it is so 

important to me to follow His example of being baptized. I want to show the world that I 

belong to Jesus.



Lake Baptisms 
August 28, 2022

Bonita McMorris
Life Verse: “Make us to choose the harder right instead of the easier wrong....”      
       -  from The West Point Cadet Prayer

I was born in 1969, the 7th of 8 children born to my parents. When my father became ill in his 20’s 
and could no longer work, God’s favor, my mother’s faith and intelligence awarded her a job teaching 
General Education at the community college at night. She also cleaned homes and took care of the 
younger children at home while the older ones were in school. School integration brought challenges 
any parent would be afraid for their child to endure. I started Kindergarten in 1975. My siblings and 
I were bussed 45 minutes to an all-white school in order to meet a quota. My childhood ended then 
and my self-hatred began. The bright eyed, wondering, excited child so eager to learn, soon learned 
it was okay to be any race other than black. I endured racial discrimination by faculty, staff and peers. 
My mother, a strong advocate for all her children, encouraged us with wisdom from the Bible, “A soft 
answer turns away wrath.” “Jesus was mistreated too.” “He’s your friend when no one else will be.”

I knew God loved everyone and I went to church, prayed and sang songs to worship Him. But, I still 
believed the horrible things that were said about black people. I had no friends and was never invited 
for sleepovers, birthday parties, or proms. I spent a lot of time trying to gain approval from others. 

My life changed after graduation. When I left home to attend a university 30 minutes north of my home, 
I met people from all walks of life. There was so much diversity that making friends was a breeze. I 
received Christ when I was in college through InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. It was nice to see young 
people worship God, pray and have genuine concern for other people. I started going to Bible Study, 
listening to Christian Music, praying more, going on retreats, connecting with others and developing 
true friendships. Our Wednesday night worship meetings were the highlight of my week. I continued 
to struggle with self worth and self-esteem. Because I never felt any autonomy, I learned to cope by 
people pleasing. I never said no. When I did speak up, things had gone so far in a situation that I said 
angry, hurtful things. 99% of the time, I kept quiet. I adapted non-productive ways of coping such as 
worrying, ruminating, giving others silent treatment which led to more depression and anxiety. 

I know I am a new person in Christ! Although I continue to struggle with poor self-worth, I attended a 
Christian conference in 2008 that helped me to realize I have a voice and my opinion matters. Today, I 
am able to speak up for myself in most situations. I still fear public speaking, but when I feel convicted 
or God’s urging, I am able to voice my opinion after prayerful consideration. Jesus has blessed my life.
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Nathan Okoko
Life Verse:  “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 

be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”    

           -  Joshua 1:9

I accepted Jesus as my Savior when I started attending Sunday School in third grade. God is 

in control of my life and  loves me. I know that, just like Joshua, God will always be with me to 

protect me, no matter where I go. 
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Sibley Ann West
Life Verse:  “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”  

           -  Exodus 20:2

I have been going to church my whole life. I have read the Bible and heard the stories of 

Jesus. When I was younger I was short-tempered and aggressive toward my brother and 

parents. 

On March 21, 2021, I knew I needed help from Jesus. It started at school that day when my 

teacher told us that she learned something new each time she read Bible stories like David 

and Goliath. When I got home, I asked my mom, “I’ve read about David and Goliath four times 

and I don’t understand how I can learn something new!” She explained that God’s Holy Spirit 

helps us understand His word and learn more as we grow. My mom shared that in order to 

receive the Holy Spirit, I needed to have faith in Jesus. I wanted to believe!

It was after my bedtime, so my parents and I knelt by my bed and I told God I believe in Him. 

I recognized that my sin separated me from Him and I asked Him to forgive me for the times 

I took my anger out on my brother or disobeyed my parents. I knew it was wrong. I believe 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son died on the cross for my sin so I can live with God forever.

The morning after I accepted Jesus, we picked up muffins on the way to school and I got to 

celebrate with my class. 

Today, I still make mistakes and do things my way, but the Bible helps me learn God’s way and 

trust His plan is perfect. I want to get baptized because I want my church family and the world 

to know I believe in God.
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Aliyah Brown
Life Verse:  “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you;  I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”    

           -  Isaiah 41:10

My life before Jesus wasn’t great. I was suffering from depression and anxiety. I have always 

known about Jesus,and grew up learning about Him. But ever since He has come into my 

life, I have felt a change! I wasn’t suffering from depression anymore and my anxiety was 

getting better. I am able to pray more than I ever have and understand who Jesus is and why I 

needed Him in my life.

It is so wonderful to know that Jesus protects me and that He will never stop loving me.
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Addisyn Wilder-Swain
Life Verse: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.”   

           -  John 3:16

Before I accepted Jesus, I was not on my best behavior in general and not the best that I 

could be. I learned about Jesus from my parents telling me the stories of God. 

It was wonderful to realize that God loved me so much that He gave his own son all for me! I 

am pushing myself to be the best I can be so that my life glorifies Him. 
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Dauwin Wilder
Life Verse:  “The Lord said to him, ‘Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them 

deaf or mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the Lord?’”    

           -  Exodus 4:11

We are dedicating Dauwin to the Lord to remind us that God is in control and we can lean on 

Him and trust Him no matter what! 

Psalm 139:14 gives us encouragement: “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.”  God designed Dauwin exactly as he is 

and he has a purpose. We pray that the works of God are displayed in Dauwin everyday.


