


God does have a specific plan for our lives, but it is 
not one that He expects us to figure out before we 
make a decision.
Kevin DeYoung in Just Do Something



Yes, God has a specific plan for our lives. And yes, 
we can be assured that He works things for our 
good in Christ Jesus. And yes, looking back we will 
often be able to trace God’s hand in bringing us to 
where we are. But while we are free to ask God for 
wisdom, He does not burden us with the task of 
divining His will of direction for our lives ahead of 
time.
Kevin DeYoung in Just Do Something



Main Idea
In Genesis 24, we see four timeless biblical 

principles for when we face major life decisions, and 
we’re concerned about knowing the will of God. 



Genesis 24:1-9
Abraham was now old, getting on in years,, and the 
LORD had blessed him in everything. 2 Abraham said 
to his servant, the elder of his household who 
managed all he owned, “Place your hand under my 
thigh, 3 and I will have you swear by the LORD, God of 
heaven and God of earth, that you will not take a 
wife for my son from the daughters of the 
Canaanites among whom I live, 4 but will go to my 
land and my family to take a wife for my son Isaac”… 



5 The servant said to him, “Suppose the woman is 
unwilling to follow me to this land? Should I have 
your son go back to the land you came from?” 
6 Abraham answered him, “Make sure that you don’t 
take my son back there. 7 The LORD, the God of 
heaven, who took me from my father’s house and 
from my native land, who spoke to me and swore to 
me, ‘I will give this land to your offspring’—he will 
send his angel before you, and you can take a wife 
for my son from there…



8 If the woman is unwilling to follow you, then you 
are free from this oath to me, but don’t let my son 
go back there.” 9 So the servant placed his hand 
under his master Abraham’s thigh and swore an oath 
to him concerning this matter.



Genesis 24:34-41
34 “I am Abraham’s servant,” he said. 35 “The LORD has 
greatly blessed my master, and he has become rich. 
He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, 
male and female slaves, and camels and donkeys. 
36 Sarah, my master’s wife, bore a son to my master 
in her old age, and he has given him everything he 
owns…



37 My master put me under this oath: ‘You will not 
take a wife for my son from the daughters of the 
Canaanites in whose land I live 38 but will go to my 
father’s family and to my clan to take a wife for my 
son.’ 39 But I said to my master, ‘Suppose the woman 
will not come back with me?’ 40 He said to me, ‘The 
LORD before whom I have walked will send his angel 
with you and make your journey a success, and you 
will take a wife for my son from my clan and from 
my father’s family…



41 Then you will be free from my oath if you go to my 
family and they do not give her to you—you will be 
free from my oath.’



Genesis 24:7 
The LORD, the God of heaven, who took me from my 
father’s house and from my native land, who spoke 
to me and swore to me, ‘I will give this land to your 
offspring’—he will send his angel before you, and 
you can take a wife for my son from there.
Genesis 24:40 
Abraham said to me, ‘The LORD before whom I have 
walked will send his angel with you and make your 
journey a success, and you will take a wife for my 
son from my clan and from my father’s family.



Hebrews 4:12-13
For the word of God is living and effective and 
sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating 
as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and 
marrow. It is able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 13 No creature is hidden from 
him, but all things are naked and exposed to the 
eyes of him to whom we must give an account.



2 Corinthians 5:9
Therefore, whether we are at home or away, we 
make it our aim to be pleasing to him.



Genesis 24:10-15
10 The servant took ten of his master’s camels, and 
with all kinds of his master’s goods in hand, he went 
to Aram-naharaim, to Nahor’s town. 11 At evening, 
the time when women went out to draw water, he 
made the camels kneel beside a well outside the 
town. 
12 “LORD, God of my master Abraham,” he prayed, 
“make this happen for me today, and show kindness 
to my master Abraham…



13 I am standing here at the spring where the 
daughters of the men of the town are coming out to 
draw water. 14 Let the girl to whom I say, ‘Please 
lower your water jug so that I may drink,’ and who 
responds, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels also’—
let her be the one you have appointed for your 
servant Isaac. By this I will know that you have 
shown kindness to my master”… 



15 Before he had finished speaking, there was 
Rebekah—daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, the 
wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor—coming with a jug 
on her shoulder.



Genesis 24:24-27
24 She answered him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel 
son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” 25 She also 
said to him, “We have plenty of straw and feed and 
a place to spend the night.” 
26 Then the man knelt low, worshiped the LORD, 
27 and said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of my 
master Abraham, who has not withheld his kindness 
and faithfulness from my master. As for me, the 
LORD has led me on the journey to the house of my 
master’s relatives.”



1 Samuel 16:7
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his 
appearance or his stature because I have rejected 
him. Humans do not see what the LORD sees, for 
humans see what is visible, but the LORD sees the 
heart.”
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