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Abraham here reminds us that God's covenant
people are not sticks and stones, impervious to grief
and sadness. We are not some sort of elite humanity
that doesn’t face these ravages... Just because
you're a Christian does not mean you don't mourn
and weep over your loss, over the spouse who's no
longer at your side or the child who no longer sits on

your knee. And sometimes it may come in waves.
Dale Ralph Davis
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Genesis 23:3-16

When Abraham got up from beside his dead wife, he
spoke to the Hethites: 4"l am an alien residing
among you. Give me burial property among you so
that | can bury my dead.™

5 The Hethites replied to Abraham, ° “Listen to us, my
lord. You are a prince of God among us. Bury your
dead In our finest burial place. None of us will
withhold from you his burial place for burying your
dead."..
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give me the cave of Machpelah that belongs to him;
it is at the end of his field. Let him give it to me in
your presence, for the full price, as burial
property.”..
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10 Ephron was sitting among the Hethites. So in the
hearing of all the Hethites who came to the gate of
his city, Ephron the Hethite answered Abraham:
11*No, my lord. Listen to me. | give you the field, and |
give you the cave that is init. | give it to you in the
sight of my people. Bury your dead.”

12 Abraham bowed down to the people of the land
13and said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of
the land, “Listen to me, if you please. Let me pay the
price of the field. Accept it from me, and let me bury
my dead there. .. By Faith



-

. By Faith



Genesis 3:17-20

So Ephron's field at Machpelah near Mamre—the
field with its cave and all the trees anywhere within
the boundaries of the field—became 8 Abraham'’s
possession in the sight of all the Hethites who came
to the gate of his city. 9 After this, Abraham buried
his wife Sarah in the cave of the field at Machpelah
near Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.

20 The field with its cave passed from the Hethites to
Abraham as burial property.
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Genesis 12:4-7

Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went
with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he
left Haran. 5 He took his wife, Saral, his nephew Lot,
all the possessions they had accumulated, and the
people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out
for the land of Canaan. When they came to the land
of Canaan... 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said,
“To your offspring' | will give this land.” So he built
an altar there to the LORD who had appeared to him.
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an opportu o return. 16 they now desire a
better place—a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared
a city for them.
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