


“The Christian’s instincts of trust and worship are
stimulated very powerfully by knowledge of the
greatness of God.”

"We are modern people, and modern people,
though they cherish great thoughts of themselves,
have, as a rule, small thoughts of God.”

J.I. Packer in Knowing God
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1 Corinthians 12:12-14

For just as the body is one and has many parts, and
all the parts of that body, though many, are one
body—so also is Christ. 3 For we were all baptized
by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free—and we were all
given one Spirit to drink. 4 Indeed, the body is not

one part but many.
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1 Corinthians 12:1
Now concerning spiritual gifts: brothers and sisters, |
do not want you to be unaware.
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Romans 8:9

You, however, are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. If anyone does

not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to
him.
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1 Corinthians 12:14-24

Indeed, the body is not one part but many. 5 If the
foot should say, “Because I'm not a hand, | don't
belong to the body," it is not for that reason any less
a part of the body. 1° And if the ear should say,
"“Because I'm not an eye, | don't belong to the body,”
it Is not for that reason any less a part of the bodly.

17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where
would the sense of smell be?...
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18 But as it is, God has arranged each one of the parts
in the body just as he wanted. 9 And if they were all
the same part, where would the body be? 2°As it is,
there are many parts, but one body. 22 The eye
cannot say to the hand, “l don’t need you!” Or again,
the head can't say to the feet, “l don't need you!”
220n the contrary, those parts of the body that are
weaker are indispensable..
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23 And those parts of the body that we consider less
honorable, we clothe these with greater honor, and
our unrespectable parts are treated with greater
respect, 24 which our respectable parts do not need.
Instead, God has put the body together together,
giving greater honor to the less honorable,
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1 Corinthians 12:18 & 24

18 But as it is, God has arranged each one of the
parts in the body just as he wanted.

24 .Instead, God has put the body together...
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1 Corinthians 12:24-31

God has put the body together, giving greater honor
to the less honorable, 25 so that there would be no
division in the body, but that the members would
have the same concern for each other. 26 So if one
member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if
one member is honored, all the members rejoice
with it....
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27 Now you are the body of Christ, and individual
members of it. 22 And God has appointed [set in
placel these in the church: first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, next miracles, then gifts of
healing, helping, leading, various kinds of tongues.
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all do miracles? 3°Do all have gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?
31 But desire the greater gifts. And | will show you an
even better way.
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Ephesians 4:11-12
And he himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and

teachers, *2to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, to build up the body of Christ,
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1 Corinthians 4:9

For | think God has displayed us, the apostles, in last
place, like men condemned to die: We have become
a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to
people.
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1 Corinthians 9:1
Am | not an apostle? Have | not seen Jesus our Lord?
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1 Corinthians 12:18

But as it is, God has arranged each one of the parts
in the body just as he wanted.
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1 Corinthians 12:24b-25

Instead, God has put the body together, giving
greater honor to the less honorable, 25so that there
would be no division in the body, but that the
members would have the same concern for each
other.
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Even evangelical language for conversion betrays
this bias: a “personal relationship with Jesus Christ.”
That is the necessary starting point, but we dare not
stop until that relationship leads to intimate

interpersonal relationships with other Christians.
Craig Blomberg
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1 Corinthians 12:29-31
Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers?
Do all do miracles? 3° Do all have gifts of healing? Do

all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 3t But desire
the greater gifts.
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1 Corinthians 14:1
Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, and especially
that you may prophesy.
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1 Corinthians 9:22
| have become all things to all people, so that | may
by every possible means save some.
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