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Proverbs 22:6 

Direct your children onto the right path, 

    and when they are older, they will not leave it. 

One of the more interesting books I have read this 

summer is entitled, Where the Light Fell. It is 

written by a guy named Philip Yancey. Are you 

familiar with Yancey? He is one of the most prolific 

Christian authors of our generation. He is written 

books such as Soul Survivor, The Jesus I Never 

Knew, Reaching for the Invisible God, What is so 

Amazing About Grace and Where is God when it 

Hurts? 

 In total he has written 25 books that have sold over 

17 million copies worldwide and translated into 40 

different languages.  

This book, Where the Light Fell was more of an 

autobiography of his life. As it says in the jacket 

cover, it is about Yancey’s unexpected journey from 

a strict religious fundamentalist upbringing to a life 

of compassion and grace.  

It is a bit of a tragic tale. His father who was a 

pastor, died of polio complications in 1950, leaving 

his wife to raise two young boys, Philip who was 

just over a year old at the time and his older brother 

Marshall who was three.  

Just after his father’s funeral, in despair and grief, 

his mother dedicated both her sons, Philip and 

Marshall to God so they could fulfill their dead 

father’s calling into ministry. As Yancey recounts in 

the book, that dedication became a curse to the boys 

throughout their lives.  

His overwhelmed mother raised her sons in the 

rigid, fundamentalist church of the southern US in 

the 1950’s. Fear was the primary motivator. 

Communism was a constant threat. People in their 

church actually cheered the assassination of 

President Kennedy in 1963 because, he was a 

catholic. The church and the home of Yancey’s 

childhood was completely lacking in Christian 

charity, love and grace and as a result Yancey 

stepped away from his faith in his teen years only to 

return to God in his early twenties.  

In the summer of his third year of university, 

Philip’s brother, Marshall returned home. When his 

mother saw his long shaggy hair and mustache, it 

was 1968 after all, she banned him from attending 

church because it would hurt her reputation for 

people to see her son looking like a hippie. That was 

just one of the factors that prompted Marshall to 

eventually turn completely away from Christianity 

and became a self-declared atheist. He has never 

returned to his faith. 

“We never quite fulfilled her expectations”, Philip 

Yancey said of his mother. “Even today, she doesn’t 

approve of me.” In fact, Yancey’s mom has never 

read any of his books. In part, this is why much of 

his writing is about suffering and pain and the 

emphasis on the grace of God.  He knew it first 

hand.  

At the time the book was published in 2021, 

Yancey’s mother was 97. She had not seen her son 

Marshall in 45 years. Upon a visit with her son, 

Philip, she handed him a five page typed letter for 

Marshall. She said to him, “If I sent it to him, he 

won’t read it, but would you be willing to read it to 

him the next time you see him?” Philip agreed and 

he read the letter.  

This is an excerpt from the letter. This is Philip 

Yancey’s mother writing to her oldest son who she 

had not seen in 45 years, “I am truly sorry for the 

way things turned out. I didn’t mean for them to be 

this way and can only ask for your forgiveness. I 

don’t guess my asking forgiveness will do anything 

for the relationship. But you have it anyway. You 

are my firstborn and I carried you under my heart 

for almost nine months.  

A Mother doesn’t forget that. You’ve had my 

prayers and best wishes through your life, even if 

you can’t think of me as your Mother. I did give the 

best years of my life to look after you and would do 

it all over again if I had a choice to make.”  



As Philip read to him, Marshall wiped tears from his 

eyes but three times during the most touching parts 

of the letter he simply said, “Too late. It is 45 years 

too late.” 

Two brothers, both raised in the same home, the 

same conditions and each one ended up going a 

completely different direction in their faith. One an 

atheist and the other, one of the most beloved 

Christian authors of our time. How does that 

happen? 

Some of you know because this is your lived 

experience. Maybe you were raised in a home where 

you have stayed faithful to Jesus but one or more of 

your siblings have wandered away. Maybe it wasn’t 

as stifling an experience with religion as Philip 

Yancey and his brother encountered (or maybe it 

was) but still, each of you came to your own 

decision as to what extent faith would play a role in 

your lives.  

Maybe you are here today and your children are all 

grown and out of the house. Some are committed 

Christians and attending and serving in a church and 

some have turned away from their childhood faith 

and living completely secular lives. Why is that? 

They were all raised in the same home with the 

same belief system but still some are Christians and 

some are not.   

 

Today marks the halfway point of a summer 

message series we have been in at North Park 

Fanshawe that we have entitled, The Bible 

According to…Me. (Mis)Understanding Scripture. 

The premise for the series is that there are many 

verses in the Bible, beloved and familiar verses that 

we have actually misunderstood or taken out of 

context and they end up meaning something that 

they were never really intended to mean. Perhaps it 

is because we have added to it or viewed it solely 

from our own perspective and haven’t really taken 

time to understand what it meant in the context of 

this day.  

Today, we come to a passage of Scripture that on 

the surface may seem relatively simple but in reality 

it can be quite complicated. It is one of the most 

quoted and often misunderstood passages in the 

Bible and it has to do with parenting our children in 

their faith. It is found in Proverbs 22:6.  

 

Proverbs 22:6 

Direct your children onto the right path, 

    and when they are older, they will not 

leave it.  (NLT). 

The King James Translation of this verse may be 

more familiar to us.  

Proverbs 22:6 

Train up a child in the way he should go: 

and when he is old, he will not depart from 

it.   (KJV) 

Are you familiar with this verse? Maybe you have 

recited it often yourself. I think it is fair to say that 

most Christian parents want to raise their children to 

be Christians, would you agree? Our prayer is that 

as our children get older that they would grasp 

Christianity as their own. That is a reasonable 

assumption, isn’t it? Carolyn and I started praying 

for our children even before they were born and our 

prayers were never, God when they get older let 

them choose whatever religion they want as long as 

it makes them happy.  

No, we prayed that they would put their faith in 

Jesus at a young age and look to Him for their hope 

and purpose all their lives. We saw that Jesus was 

the Way, the Truth and the Life so naturally we 

desired that for our children.  

But it is tough to raise your children as Christians 

these days, have you noticed? In Canada, until about 

fifty years ago, parents could generally count on the 

society around them, schools, businesses and the 

government- to reinforce Christian values or at least 

not oppose them.  

Have you heard the African Proverb, it takes a 

village to raise a child? Well, there once was a time 

in Canada, where parents knew that if they sent their 

children to school, a public school, the same 

Christian values that were taught in the home would 

be taught in the school. The government rules and 

bylaws were dictated by Christian values and ethics. 

I know that may be hard to believe but there once 

was a time.  

Fifty years ago in Canada, your children called not 

only their biological relatives, aunt and uncle but 

also family friends and neighbours. You could let 

your children play in your neighbour’s homes and 

have sleepovers because you knew that they had the 

same values and beliefs as you did.  



Close family, friends and the church helped to 

strengthen and reinforce your children’s faith as 

they grew and developed. So that when it came time 

for them to leave the house and established families 

of their own, most of them looked for a Christian 

church to raise their own children.  

Today in 2022, Canada has been given the 

designation, Post Christian by social scientists. Fifty 

years ago, about 88% of Canadians would have 

identified as being Christian, today the number has 

dropped drastically to about 63%. More and more 

Canadians are labeling themselves as “nones’ 

meaning they have no religious affiliation at all. 

Fifty years ago, 4% of the population had no 

religious affiliation but today the number is 25%.  

Did you get that? Almost ¼ of Canada’s population 

stated that they have no religious affiliation. 

More and more we are finding that our culture not 

only doesn’t reinforce church life or Christian 

values, but it actually presses against them. Parents, 

have you found that to be true? There is hostility 

towards your Christian faith and the way you desire 

to raise your children? We are bombarded with our 

society’s views of things like life, marriage and 

sexuality but when we dare to mention our own 

convictions we are labelled as intolerant or even 

worse, hateful.  

It can be tough to live out our Christian faith these 

days but I would suggest it is even tougher to parent 

our children to love Jesus through this cultural 

storm. Young people are leaving the church and 

their faith more than ever before. Some studies 

indicate that 3 in 5 or 60% of young people leave 

the church after they finish high school and are out 

of their parent’s home and that causes no end of hurt 

and sorrow to their parents. Some of you are in that 

situation today and I am sure you would also tell me 

that you have never prayed as hard for your children 

as you do right now.  

I had an older couple drop by the church this week. 

They were visiting from out of the country and had 

heard of North Park and wanted to pop by and have 

a look. In the midst of my conversation with them, 

they told me that their adult daughter who lives in 

London with her young family is no longer a 

Christian. The pain on their faces was evident and I 

said that I would certainly pray for her. They 

brought me into this space and insisted I pray right 

then and there. There was a sense of desperation. 

That is why many of you, many of us hold so tightly 

to Proverbs 22:6. 

Proverbs 22:6  

Train up a child in the way he should go: 

and when he is old, he will not depart from 

it.   

We understand this verse to be a promise from God 

that if we raise our children in the Christian faith, 

this training will stick. Even when they turn away 

for awhile, they will return to it and stay with it 

through their adult years and raise their families to 

know and love Jesus as well. Many of us see this as 

a guarantee from God, an iron clad promise and that 

gives us hope especially in those days when our 

children seem to be straying, that they will return.  

To understand Proverbs 22:6 in this way, that is, if 

you do this, then God will do that, is to 

misunderstand the passage. To explain what I am 

getting at, let’s do a bit of a review of the Bible. 

Let’s call this, Scripture 101.  

They are 66 books in the Bible, 39 in the Old 

Testament and 27 in the New Testament. There are 

about 40 different human authors that contributed to 

the Bible all under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

and these authors came from all walks of life.  

They were kings, fishermen, priest, government 

officials, farmers and even a doctor. The Bible was 

written over a span of 1500 years in three languages, 

Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek and, this is the beauty 

of it, the Bible includes many different literary 

genres or styles of writing.  

Like today we have Drama, Humor, Fiction, Horror 

and Fantasy, the Bible has many different genres as 

well.  

 In the Old Testament, they include: 

1. Pentateuch/ The Law/Torah - 5 books: 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 

2. Historical Books - 12 books 

Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 &2 Samuel, 1 &2 Kings, 1 

&2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. 

3. The Writings/ Poetry/Wisdom 

Literature - 5 books: 

Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of 

Solomon 



4. Prophecy - 17 books:   

Major Prophets - Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, 

Ezekiel, Daniel; 

Minor Prophets - Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 

Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 

Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 

In the New Testament, the genres include: 

1. The Gospels      4 books 

 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

 

2. Historical.  1 Book. Acts tells the history of 

the early church. 

                                                                 

3. The Epistles or Letters written by Paul 13 

books 

Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, 

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 

Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians. 1 Timothy, 2 

Timothy, Titus, Philemon 

4. The Epistles/ Letters not written by the 

Apostle Paul   8 books 

Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 

John, Jude,  

5. Apocalyptic or Prophecy Literature     1 

book 

Revelation 

 

When you understand the genre, the literary style of 

each book of the Bible, then it enhances your ability 

to read and understand what is going on.  

Think of it like this. If you attended Rock the Park, a 

music festival in downtown London in July and 

expected to hear classical music, you would have 

been sorely disappointed and probably didn’t get 

much out of the concert except an overload of noise 

because you were expecting to hear a different genre 

of music.  

That is why it is also important to understand the 

genre of the books of the Bible. So that when you 

read certain parts of it, you gain a deeper 

understanding of what is going on. Oh this is history 

or this is a letter or this is wisdom literature. It 

makes a difference to understanding.  

Proverbs, where we find ourselves today in 

Proverbs 22:6 is part of the genre of wisdom 

literature in the Bible. It is NOT a book of promises. 

We should not read proverbs with the mindset that if 

we do this, then God will do this. 

Like most wise sayings in the Bible, Proverbs gives 

general principles of wise living but they are not 

absolute guarantees. So, biblical proverbs are not 

promises but rather, they are brief expressions of a 

general truth with the possibility of exceptions. 

In fact, the very beginning of the book of Proverbs 

give an overview of their purpose.  

Proverbs 1:2-7 

Their purpose is to teach people wisdom 

and discipline, 

    to help them understand the insights of 

the wise. 

Their purpose is to teach people to live 

disciplined and successful lives, 

    to help them do what is right, just, and 

fair. 

These proverbs will give insight to the 

simple, 

    knowledge and discernment to the 

young. 

Let the wise listen to these proverbs and 

become even wiser. 

    Let those with understanding receive 

guidance 
 by exploring the meaning in these 

proverbs and parables, 

    the words of the wise and their riddles. 

Fear of the LORD is the foundation of true 

knowledge, 

    but fools despise wisdom and discipline. 

The author is saying that to follow the proverbs 

outlined in the Bible and to fear the Lord, which just 

means to respect and honour God - is the true way 

of wise living. To turn away from God, is 

foolishness.  

Many of us at some point throughout our lives 

because of pride, temptation or stubbornness may 

have chosen to go our own way and turn away from 

God and we discovered pretty quickly that that way 

of living is not the best, it is not wise. It is 

foolishness. But that’s on us, not on God.  

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Thess.%201


I am sure that you would agree that it is generally 

true that if a child was raised in a Christian home, 

under the influence of godly loving parent(s) who 

try to live and uphold true biblical values (not 

legalism or fundamentalism like Philip Yancey’s 

home), then the children are more likely to follow 

that training into the adult years and claim the 

Christian faith as their own.  

As a general principle that would be true, do you 

agree? It is much more likely than a child being 

raised in an non-Christian home becoming a 

Christian in their adult years. It happens, maybe it 

happened to you but it is much less likely.   

So, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and 

when he is old, he will not depart from it” ….is a 

general truth of wise living.  

But to use it as a guarantee of lifelong success as 

parents is to misapply it and worse, to hold against 

other parents whose children have strayed from their 

faith, that’s sinful. Do you see that?  

Perhaps most of the misunderstanding comes in the 

later part of the proverb, Train up a child in the way 

he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart 

from it. To expect all children raised in Christian 

homes to remain true to their faith throughout their 

lifetime is to ignore what the Bible also says about 

individual responsibility in our faith. 

If our children turn from Christianity as adults 

should we automatically conclude that we have done 

a lousy job as parents? Well, some have done a 

lousy job of parenting. Let’s face it. Some have 

bombarded their kids with religious fanaticism and 

legalism, standards and expectations that were 

impossible to keep. They have couched it all in the 

name of Jesus like we heard in Philip Yancey’s 

childhood and driven their children away. That is 

not Christianity. That is exasperating your children 

and the Apostle Paul has something to say about that 

in Ephesians 6:4. 

Ephesians 6:4  

Fathers, do not provoke your children to 

anger by the way you treat them. Rather, 

bring them up with the discipline and 

instruction that comes from the Lord.  

Thankfully in most cases, Christians parents, as 

flawed as they are, have done the best they can with 

God’s help to raise their children in loving homes 

and still one or more of their children have turned 

their back on their faith. And we have beaten 

ourselves up and heaped unnecessary guilt and 

shame on ourselves instead of recognizing that the 

Bible, from the first pages of Genesis to the last 

pages of Revelation describes how people are 

ultimately responsible for their own choices in their 

life, especially those choices involving their faith in 

God.   

In the book of Jeremiah in the Old Testament, the 

prophet Jeremiah uses a very interesting proverb 

when challenging God’s people in the way that they 

were living.  

Jeremiah 31:29-30 
 “The people will no longer quote this 

proverb: 

‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, 

    but their children’s mouths pucker at the 

taste.’ 

All people will die for their own sins—

those who eat the sour grapes will be the 

ones whose mouths will pucker. 

Huh? Remember it is a proverb, a general saying of 

wise living. In other words, Jeremiah is saying that 

there comes a point when children can no longer 

blame their parent’s actions for their own sins or 

shortcomings. That have to take some personal 

responsibility for the way they are living.  

I encountered a problem with my truck driving 

home from the cottage last Monday. It was making 

such a racket I had to pull over on Elginfield Road 

just outside of Ailsa Craig. No engine lights went on 

so I wasn’t sure what was happening. I got out and 

looked under the car. There was nothing was 

dragging. I lifted the hood of the car and starred at 

the engine.  

Oh, I looked good for the cars passing by but the 

truth is, I had no idea what I was looking at or for. I 

know nothing about cars. I tried driving it again but 

the noise persisted so I pulled over again, phoned 

CAA and had my truck towed to my mechanic. 

When the CAA operator got it to my mechanic, he 

looked under the truck and now a piece of metal was 

evident. I was told it was a heat shield. Apparently it 

is not a necessary part of the car, kind of like the 



appendix to our bodies. It is there but you could live 

without it. 

If I knew what it was and had seen it dangling from 

my truck on the highway, I could have pulled it off 

and been on my way and saved myself a lot of time 

and money on towing but the point is, I don’t know 

anything about cars and do you know who I blame 

for that? 

My dad! I blame my dad because 45 years ago when 

I was in high school he would not let me take an 

auto mechanics course. If he would have let me take 

it then it would save me a lot of misery in my life. 

But I completely overlooked the fact that I am now 

a mature adult man of 59 who could have enrolled 

in an auto mechanics course at Fanshawe college 

anytime over the last several years but it was just 

too convenient to still blame my dad.   

There comes a time when young people must stand 

on their own and make their own decisions and stop 

blaming everything on their parents and I say that 

somewhat cautiously knowing that for some of you, 

you were raised in really horrific and abusive homes 

where much of the damage was actually done in the 

name of religion. That was wrong and that was evil. 

For you to overcome that and maintain any 

semblance of faith at all, is only an act of God’s true 

grace and love for you. You are to be commended 

because you made a choice no matter how poorly 

you were raised to, turn to Jesus. 

There comes a time when our children will have to 

make their own decisions and we can no longer 

compel them to stay in their faith as much as we 

would love to. Be reassured that God knows how we 

feel. Our heavenly Father knows exactly what it is 

like for His children to stray from the path of faith 

and choose their own direction. It started with Adam 

and Eve and has continued throughout history. But 

God, like the Father in the story of the Prodigal Son, 

longs for those far from Him to return to Him. He 

waits and waits, never giving up on us.  

When my children were growing up, we used to 

have a cottage at Chesley Lake. Close to our cottage 

was a small par 3 golf course. We had a family 

membership at the course and it provided endless 

fun and entertainment. To get to the course, we had 

to bike around the lake on a trail through the woods.  

We would travel in a convoy with Carolyn leading 

the way, Leah, Scotty, Tess and me pulling up the 

rear. Often times my son DJ would ride beside me. 

We did this dozens of times but there is one 

particular ride home that has stayed with me all 

these years. The rest of the family was ahead of us 

and DJ and I were riding side by side talking. He 

would have been about 8-9 at the time.  

At one point we came to a part of the trail where the 

main trail kept going straight but a rough path 

veered left. We had never gone that way before. We 

always kept going straight as a family. But on this 

day, DJ suddenly said to me, “hey dad, I am going 

on this path,” and before I knew it, he was gone. He 

was now hidden behind the trees, out of my sight as 

I kept going. I panicked a bit. I didn’t know whether 

to stop and follow him or just keep going and trust 

that he would find his way. I decided to keep going 

but I remember specifically thinking, this is a meta-

phor of life.  

There are times as he gets older that he is going to 

choose a different path than me and it will be hard to 

let him go not knowing where he is or what he is 

doing or whether he will be safe, but I need to let 

him go - so he can discover things for himself and 

pray that he will find his way back knowing that I 

will always be there for him. Sure enough, just a 

few hundred metres down the path, DJ came bolting 

out of the forest and resume his position alongside 

me. We had a great laugh about it but to this day, I 

don’t think he knows the profound object lesson that 

was for my life as a parent.  

My children are now all in their twenties and 

thirties. They are married and having children and 

establishing families of their own. There have been 

times over the years where they have strayed from 

their faith and gone down a different path and I was 

worried. I prayed more fervently for them but 

trusted that they knew how much their mom and dad 

love them and that we are always there for them and 

that God is always there for them.  

I am fortunate that each one has claimed the 

Christian faith as their own but it looks a little 

different for each of them and that is okay. Some of 

you can relate to my experiences as a parent and I 

know there are others of you who are still waiting 

and praying that your children will come back to 



their faith. Keep praying and keep loving them. So 

what are some takeaways from Proverbs 22:6 as we 

conclude today? First, I think that “Train up a child 

in the way he should go,” is still a wise and 

necessary thing for Christian parents to do, 

especially today even if we are not given any 

guarantees that they will stick with it.  

One of the most well known and important passage 

in the Old Testament is all about how to raise your 

children in faith. It is found in Deuteronomy 6:6-7.  

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

And you must commit yourselves 

wholeheartedly to these commands that I 

am giving you today. Repeat them again 

and again to your children. Talk about 

them when you are at home and when you 

are on the road, when you are going to bed 

and when you are getting up. 

Obedience to God throughout the generations surely 

involves raising our children in our Christian faith. 

As I mentioned earlier, that is especially important 

today in our post-Christian society but it is difficult. 

We need help. We used to have the schools, 

government and our family, friends and neighbours 

to reinforce our Christian values with our children 

but those days are gone. That’s why we have to turn 

more and more to the church to play an important 

role to supporting families.  

Here at North Park Fanshawe, our Family Ministries 

Pastor Matt Loveday and his team, Krista, Paula, 

Josh and Cody work hard to provide resources, 

activities and practical support to children, youth 

and parents. What a joy it has been all summer to 

see children and youth filling this place each 

weekday taking part in our camps. They are having 

fun, making new friends but most importantly, they 

are learning about Jesus. It is at least providing a 

foundation of faith for their lives at an early age.  

The second thing I encourage parents coming out of 

this passage is to be aware of two extremes as you 

sincerely desire to “Train up a child in the way he 

should go.” Firstly, in your exuberance for your 

children to come to know and follow Jesus do not 

exasperate them. Don’t load them down with a 

bunch of fundamental, legalism. Teach and 

demonstrate the justice and accountability of God 

but don’t forget His lavish love, grace and mercy. 

All these things prompted Him to send us His son as 

an atoning sacrifice for the sins of humanity. Don’t 

forget to share with them the whole gospel. So don’t 

be overbearing and the second part, don’t be 

underbearing.  

From time to time I meet with families who are 

going through a difficult time. In the course of the 

conversation, the parents may share some concern 

they have for the faith of their children. When I 

enquire about whether they are involved in our 

children or youth ministry or whether they come to 

the church services, I am always a little perplexed 

when the parents respond, Oh, “we let our children 

make the choice about whether they are going to 

come to any of those activities.” 

We live in such a culture today where we are so 

concerned for our children’s rights and feelings that 

we are abdicating decisions to them that should be 

made or at least influenced by us, the parents. 

Admittedly, it is a fine line. We want to teach our 

children to be independent thinkers but they may 

need a little help along the way because, they are 13 

years old. They need to be taught how to work 

through things like conflict with their peers in a 

productive, godly way not just have their feelings 

heard but also listen to the feelings of others.  

They need to know that the family vehicle heads to 

church about 8:45am each Sunday and as long as 

they are living under your roof, they are expected to 

be in it. Of course, if they demonstrate hesitancy to 

participate in church activities, talk to them about it 

and you may decide together that it may not be the 

best thing for them at the time, but teach and train 

them. Parent them in the decision don’t just defer it 

to them to make the decision. Does that make sense? 

There is that middle ground between exasperating 

your children and abdicating your responsibility as a 

parent. We need to find it or pray to God to help you 

find it.    

Finally, let’s stop judging parents whose children 

have stepped away from their faith. Those of you 

whose children are following Jesus and raising their 

children to follow Jesus and are involved in the 

church, that is great and I am sure there is a sense of 

pride and satisfaction but just remember - don’t take 

too much credit for it.  



Just as children who leave the faith do so by their 

own decision so too, do children who stay in their 

faith. They ultimately have made their own decision. 

Instead of shaming or condemning the parenting 

styles of others, we should be humbly grateful to 

God. A word for those who children appear far from 

God these days, just remember the final chapter may 

not be done quite yet.  

I know a story of a young boy who was raised in a 

Christian home. He attended church every Sunday, 

went to Sunday School, Christian Service Brigade, 

accepted Jesus into his life and was baptised at the 

age of 12. His home was a safe place to ask 

questions about faith but by the time he reached 

high school he had had enough. The teenage 

subculture was too tempting to ignore. He still 

attended church each Sunday but rather reluctantly. 

The family car was going that way and he was 

expected to be in it.  

He was living a life that was completely rebelling 

against the way he was raised. He attended parties, 

drank too much and generally disregarded God’s 

influence in any part of his life. He would come 

home on many a Saturday night, trying to hide any 

evidence of his partying, pop his head in the door of 

his parent’s room and see his mom, reading the 

Daily Bread Devotional and no doubt praying for 

him.  

One fateful day at the age of 17, he awoke in his bed 

on a Saturday morning feeling nauseous and 

realized, he couldn’t remember what happened the 

night before. He was later informed that he had 

passed out drunk at a friend’s home. Another friend 

managed to get him home, changed from the clothes 

he had thrown up on and got him into bed. When his 

parents began to piece together what had happened, 

instead of a grounding him or shaming him or taking 

him to the pastor for spiritual guidance, the look of 

disappointment in their eyes was enough. 

He realized. He could had died. He could have died 

from alcohol poisoning or choking on his vomit in 

his sleep or from being driven home by a friend who 

had also had too much to drink. But he knew inside 

he was already dead, spiritually. He made the 

decision that day to turn from the way he had been 

living and turn back to God. He began to hang out a 

little more often with a girl who had been a friend 

for years. She was a Christian and they began to 

date. He discovered later, that she had been praying 

for him for years. He started attending her church 

and getting involved in various activities. 

They went away to university, got married and 

became teachers. They settled in a church and began 

to raise a family. At the age of 34, he felt a call from 

God to leave teaching and become a youth pastor 

and last week, this man and his wife, celebrated 25 

years in full-time vocational ministry.  

Today God uses him to preach and teach the hope 

and love of Jesus to a congregation right here in 

London, Ontario. In fact, he uses him right here at 

North Park. If you haven’t guessed by now, that 

rebellious teenage boy was me. 

I know a little bit about what it means to be raised in 

a Christian home but rebel against God and go down 

a different path. I am so thankful for the way my 

parents raised me but in the end, I had to make the 

decision for myself as to whether I would own my 

faith or turn away. To own my faith was the best 

decision I have ever made. 

Proverbs 22:6 

 Train up a child in the way he should go: 

and when he is old, he will not depart from 

it,  

This is a general truth of wise living but it is not a 

guarantee. If you are a parent here today and your 

children are all following Jesus be thankful but give 

the credit to God. If you children are not following 

Jesus. Keep praying, the final chapter may not be 

done, yet. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Points to Ponder – Proverbs 22:6 

 

With a friend, your family or in your small 

group, discuss the following questions. 

1. If you feel comfortable, describe your 

childhood. Were you raised in a Christian 

home? If so, how did it provide a framework 

for your faith to grow and develop? Did you 

experience religious fundamentalism or 

legalism growing up? How did that impact 

your faith journey? 

 

2. What have been your experiences with the 

verse, Proverbs 22:6, Train up a child in the 

way he should go: and when he is old, he 

will not depart from it? In what ways have 

you seen it used to guilt or shame parents of 

children who have strayed from their faith?  

 

3. Why does it seem more difficult to raise our 

children with a Christian faith today than 50 

years ago? Describe some ways that you 

have experienced society actually pressing 

against your religious values rather than 

supporting or encouraging them.  

 

4. We have come to see Proverbs 22:6 as a 

promise that if our children leave their faith, 

they will come back at some point. What do 

you think of that expectation? Where have 

you seen it fulfilled and where have you seen 

it not? 

 

5. Is there a difference between leaving the 

faith and leaving a certain church 

congregation or denomination? Explain. 

 

6. How can those in the church support parents 

whose grown children have left their faith?  

 

7. Have you ever rebelled against God and 

gone down a different path away from Him? 

Describe your experience. What caused you 

to turn from your faith and what caused you 

to return to it?  

 

Prayer and Action Item 

Pray for one another out of the key points that were 

discussed. Take a moment to pray for North Park’s 

Family Ministry Team and their leadership over our 

families. Also pray for those families in our 

congregation whose children are currently not 

following Jesus.  

 

 

 

 
 


