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Unveiling Hope – Revelation 1 (Introduction) 

 

When I was in High School many years ago, a 

movie came out that was entitled, Apocalypse Now. 

It was a popular movie and starred some pretty big 

names at the time, Martin Sheen, Marlon Brando 

and Robert Duvall and it was critically acclaimed. It 

was nominated in eight categories at the 1979 

Academy Awards, winning two Oscars.  

 

Check out any reputable movie critic’s top movies 

and you will find that Apocalypse Now is widely 

considered to be one of the greatest and most 

influential movies ever made. Have you seen it? 

 

The backdrop of the film is the Vietnam War in 

1969. It follows a burnt out US Army Captain 

played by Martin Sheen who is on a secret mission 

through the jungles of South Asia to assassinate 

Colonel Kurtz played by Marlon Brando. Kurtz is a 

Special Forces officer accused of murder and is 

presumed to be insane. As you would probably 

surmise for a war movie, Apocalypse Now was filled 

with disturbing violent images, mass explosions, 

drug abuse and rough language. I didn’t see the 

movie when it first came out but watched it several 

years later and it’s pretty dark.  

 

The original title of the movie was The Psychedelic 

Soldier, but when one of the movie’s screenwriters 

saw a hippie wearing a pin that said, Nirvana Now, 

he decided to title the film, Apocalypse Now. The 

reason, Nirvana insinuates a state of peaceful bliss 

but Apocalypse implies total destruction and death, 

the end of the world. That word seemed to best suit 

the overall theme of the movie. 

 

That’s how we come to use and understand the word 

apocalypse in our culture, isn’t it? Tune into any 

newscast specifically over the past few years and 

you may hear the words apocalypse or apocalyptic 

to evoke the negative implications of things like the 

COVID-19 pandemic, Russia’s war on the Ukraine, 

terrorism threats and even natural disasters such as 

the devastating floods that Pakistan is currently 

experiencing.  

 

More recent movies such as X-Men Apocalypse, 

Star Wars. The Force Awaken and Avengers. 

Endgame feature the heroes working tirelessly to 

rescue the earth from the brink of apocalypse, total 

destruction. But, what if I told you that we, in our 

culture, may have misunderstood what the word, 

apocalypse actually means? When we hear the word 

used we have a visceral reaction, oh no, something 

bad is going to happen such as devastating storm or 

a world-wide pandemic. 

 

For the first century people of Jesus’ day, when they 

heard the word, apocalypse they would have 

thought of something more inviting. Something that 

impacted the way that they lived in a positive way. 

In the Greek, the language of the New Testament, 

the word apocalypse meant, unveiling. It was used 

when referring to someone lifting the lid off of a 

box or pulling back a curtain in a theatre. It meant to 

open up, unveil or break through.  

 

It is interesting that the word apocalypse is used in 

the Bible. In fact, it is the literal title of one of the 

books of the New Testament. Does anyone know 

what it is? Traditionally, the final book of the New 

Testament is called The Book of Revelation but its 

title is actually derived from the Greek word, 

apokalypsis which as I said, means unveiling or the 

revealing/revelation of Jesus Christ. Revelation is 

the only book of the New Testament that is 

apocalyptic literature. I will explain more about 

what that means in a moment.  

 

Let me ask you a question. How many of you grew 

up in the church? You spent your childhood, youth 

and adult years coming to church. In all that time 

and all the sermons, you have heard, how many of 

you have come to view the last book of the Bible, 

Revelation as all about doom and gloom, end of 

times, cosmic war, tribulation, rapture and mass 

destruction of the earth?  

 

If you are of my generation you may remember 

books such as the Left Behind series or The Late 



Great Planet Earth that all fed into this idea of 

apocalypse meaning end of earth destruction. What 

if I told you that the book of Revelation is actually 

one of the most hope-filled books in the entire 

Bible? It is a book about discipleship, about growing 

our faith and revealing Jesus as our Saviour almost 

as clearly as any of the gospels. I can tell by your 

faces that some of you are skeptical but stay with us 

over the next several weeks and you I am sure you 

will be pleasantly surprised.   

 

Today, I am excited to launch our fall message 

series at North Park Fanshawe that we have entitled, 

Unveiling Hope. A Study in the Book of 

Revelation. I am almost ashamed to admit that apart 

from a brief series on the letters to the seven 

churches in Revelation, this is the first time in my 

25 years as a pastor that I have been part of a 

preaching team that will preach through the entire 

book of Revelation. For some of you, you have been 

waiting a long time for this.  

 

Honestly, part of my hesitation up until now is that 

there are so many different interpretations of the 

events of the book of Revelation. A lot of us are set 

in our ways as to what we think it all means. So, 

working our way through it can stir up a lot of 

controversy. But, at this point in my life and with all 

that has gone on in our world over the past few 

years, I think this journey will be worth it. As with 

all of the topics I preach on, I will remind you that I 

handle this text with humility and dependency on 

the Spirit of God to work in our midst as does the 

rest of the preaching team.  

 

As well, let me just say that besides the Bible, two 

very good resources we will be using throughout 

this series are: Discipleship On the Edge. An 

Expository Journey Through the Book of 

Revelation. By Darrell W. Johnson 

 

Johnson is a Pastor, Professor and Author and has 

been a mentor from afar for me for many years. This 

book may just be the best and most easily 

understood companions to the Book of Revelation 

that I have come across. If you are looking to go 

more in depth on this topic, I encourage you to 

purchase and read this book. I will be borrowing 

heavily from it in my messages.   

 

Reversed Thunder. The Revelation of John and 

the Praying Imagination. By Eugene H. Peterson.  

Peterson was a Pastor and author and most widely 

known his work on The Message, a translation of 

the Bible in more contemporary language of today.  

So, after all that preamble are you ready to dive in? 

Are you open to the Spirit’s work in your life and to 

perhaps seeing the book of Revelation in a whole 

new way?  

 

If you have your Bibles, I would invite you to open 

them to the last book of the Bible, Revelation.  

 

Revelation 1:1-3 

This is a revelation from Jesus Christ, 

which God gave him to show his servants 

the events that must soon take place.  

He sent an angel to present this revelation 

to his servant John, who faithfully reported 

everything he saw. This is his report of the 

word of God and the testimony of Jesus 

Christ. 

God blesses the one who reads the words 

of this prophecy to the church, and he 

blesses all who listen to its message and 

obey what it says, for the time is near. 

First things first. Why is the book of Revelation so 

important to us as Christians? It says right in the very 

first line. It is a revelation from Jesus Christ of what 

happens when the Kingdom of God breaks in the 

world. It is written to encourage, challenge and 

exhort us in the way that we are living.  

 

     Now as I said earlier, Revelation is Apocalyptic 

literature which means that this style of writing has 

some very special features. 

 

 At the risk of having this sound more like a college 

lecture than a sermon there are some things that are 

important for us to grasp from the beginning to 

better understand what’s going on in the text.  

 

There are some characteristics of Apocalyptic 

Literature. Firstly, it seeks to set the present moment 

in light of the unseen realities of the future. In other 

words, Apocalyptic Literature wants to paint a 

picture of what the future could be.  

 

Secondly, it seeks to set the present moment in light 

of the unseen realities of the present. In other words, 

there is more to the here and now than meets the eye. 



There are things going around us that we may not be 

fully aware of. Things aren’t always as they seem. 

Sounds like an episode of Stranger Things, doesn’t 

it?  

 

So, Revelation is writing about the future reality but 

it is also just as much about the here and now. This is 

important to grasp. The content of the book of 

Revelation was never intended to be used as some 

crystal ball to help us to escape the harsh realities on 

earth but instead, it is a manual on how we, as 

disciples of Jesus can grow in our faith as we face the 

harsh realities on earth. Do you see that? 

 

Thirdly, it relies a great deal on imagery. Maybe 

you’ve noticed. It is what leads to some of the 

confusion because the book of Revelation is full of 

images, pictures and numbers. People are often 

represented in the likeness of animals like Dragons, 

Beasts and Lambs. Colours such as red and numbers 

like 7, 10, 12 and 666 have special meanings.  It is a 

distinctive of this kind of literature. The symbols 

represent something. They aren’t intended to be taken 

literally, do you understand that? For some of you, 

that comment alone just rocked your world but for 

example, the mark of the beast may not be a literal 

stamp on your forehead or a pandemic vaccination. It 

is symbolic of something deeper going on.  Imaginary 

is hard for some of us though isn’t it? Many of us tend 

to be more literal, black and white thinkers.  In some 

ways that way of thinking is easier because imagery, 

it involves the imagination, seeing things a little 

differently but it is in the images and symbols where 

a message can really take root.  

 

If you are a parent, it’s very much like word and 

picture games that we play with our children when 

we are trying to get them to learn something for 

school, or other activities. Some of you know that 

my wife, Carolyn is a music teacher. She teaches 

younger children the basics of piano and music 

theory and to get them to remember musical terms 

she uses imagery and word play. To teach the music 

notes and the basic C major scale, she uses small 

stuffed animals and places them on a large, 

cardboard keyboard. For the notes: 

 

C is Catherine the Cool Cat represented by cool 

shades 

D is Doug the Dog represented by a stuffed dog 

E is Ellie the Elephant represent by a stuffed 

elephant 

F is Franz the Frog represented by a rubber frog 

G is Gertrude the Gorilla represent by a stuffed 

Gorilla 

A is Al the Alligator represented by a stretchy 

alligator 

B is Beatrice the Butterfly represented by a 

Butterfly 

C is the cool shades again 

 

Lay them all out on a key board and this is the C 

major scale.  It paints a picture for the children to 

remember the music scale and it works. It is much 

better than just teaching, CDEFGABC.  

 

That is what apocalyptic literature does and the 

book of Revelation uses images, symbols and 

numbers all throughout its pages to help get a deeper 

message across to the readers. One like the Son of 

Man (Revelation 1).  A throne surrounded by four 

living creatures full of eyes (Revelation 4).  A slain 

lamb, in the middle of the throne with seven eyes 

and seven horns (Revelation 5).  A beast from the 

sea having ten horns and seven heads (Revelation 

13).  The Holy City as a bride, coming down out of 

heaven (Revelation 21). 

    

These concepts are all described in other parts of the 

Bible but it’s in Revelation that they are revealed in 

such a way through images and numbers that, when 

explained and they will be explained, they stick with 

us.  If at times it seems confusing take heart, even 

the Apostle John, who was the recipient of these 

visions in Revelation, didn’t immediately 

understand the meaning of everything he heard and 

saw.  A number of times, he had to turn to the angel 

who guided him through the experience and ask, 

“What was that?” or “Who are they?”  

 

So, now that we have a bit of a background of the 

genre of the book of Revelation, it is Apocalyptic 

literature with all of its unique characteristics, let’s 

look at the context of this letter. Yes, Revelation is a 

letter. It is a prophetic letter and it is interesting that 

it is the only book of the Bible that starts with a 

promise and ends with a warning.  

 

Revelation 1:3 (the promise) 

God blesses the one who reads the words 

of this prophecy to the church, and he 

blesses all who listen to its message and 

obey what it says, for the time is near. 



 

Revelation 22:18-19 (the warning) 

And I solemnly declare to everyone who 

hears the words of prophecy written in this 

book: If anyone adds anything to what is 

written here, God will add to that person 

the plagues described in this book. And if 

anyone removes any of the words from this 

book of prophecy, God will remove that 

person’s share in the tree of life and in the 

holy city that are described in this book. 

 

It begins with a promise and ends with a warning 

and in between is so much rich and hope-filled 

content.  Biblical scholars believe that Revelation 

was written by the Apostle John, Jesus’ beloved 

disciple, somewhere around the year 96 AD.  John, 

was in his mid-eighties at the time and he was in 

exile. He was a prisoner on the Greek island of 

Patmos in Aegean Sea located about 80 km offshore 

from the city of Ephesus.  Why was John on 

Patmos? The Roman government had rock quarries 

on Patmos where criminals and troublemakers were 

sent for hard labour.  

 

Let me explain. After the death and resurrection of 

Jesus around 33 AD, life as a Christian in the 

Roman dominated world was difficult.  Around the 

year 67 AD, the emperor at the time, Nero, was 

feeding Christians to Lions. The Apostles Peter and 

Paul were crucified around this time for their faith. 

But in 92 AD, things really took a turn for the worse 

for followers of Jesus.   

 

The Roman emperor who ruled the land at that time 

was a guy named Domitian and he was an 

interesting dude.  A paranoid man, Domitian lived 

in fear of being overthrown. So, to make up for his 

insecurity he decided that he was going to demand 

all his subjects throughout the empire to bow down 

and worship him as their Lord and God. Now for 

Roman citizens, that was really no big deal. They 

tended to worship many gods anyway so one more 

thrown into the mix didn’t really matter but it did 

matter to someone like John. 

 

He had no problem honouring Domitian as the ruler 

but worship him? No way. He couldn’t live with this 

edict. He was a follower of Jesus and to him, that 

meant that there was only one true God and it sure 

wasn’t Domitian. 

So John was arrested. Now the Roman authorities 

could have sentenced John to death like they did so 

many other Christians at the time but John was a 

prominent leader and pastor in the Christian 

movement at the time and killing him would have 

made him a martyr. 

 

Insecure Domitian knew that nothing renews the 

spirit of a minority movement more than having a 

martyr! So, instead John was arrested and banished 

to Patmos in hopes that he would die there quietly 

and alone. While John is doing his time, he heard 

that Domitian’s reign of terror had grown worse for 

Christians and the Christian church. Remember, it 

was a church that John knew and loved. He was a 

Pastor and his heart went out to his people. Many 

Christians were being harassed by soldiers. They 

were losing their businesses and their homes. Some 

were murdered and on top of that, the stress was 

playing havoc with the environment within the 

church as well. Heresy, false teaching and 

immorality were beginning to take root and tearing 

the church apart.  

 

That sets the context for where I want to pick up in 

Revelation 1 for the rest of our time together today. 

John is addressing a letter to his fellow Christians 

and the churches of his day who are being 

persecuted. It is a letter to give them hope that 

despite all that is going on around them, Jesus is 

with them. Jesus reigns. It’s a letter to challenge 

them on the way that they are living out their faith.  

 

Revelation 1:9-20 

 

I, John, am your brother and your partner 

in suffering and in God’s Kingdom and in 

the patient endurance to which Jesus calls 

us. I was exiled to the island of Patmos for 

preaching the word of God and for my 

testimony about Jesus.  

It was the Lord’s Day, and I was 

worshiping in the Spirit. Suddenly, I heard 

behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 

blast. It said, “Write in a book everything 

you see, and send it to the seven churches 

in the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna, 

Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, 

and Laodicea.” 

 



When I turned to see who was speaking to 

me, I saw seven gold lampstands.  

And standing in the middle of the 

lampstands was someone like the Son of 

Man. He was wearing a long robe with a 

gold sash across his chest. 

His head and his hair were white like wool, 

as white as snow. And his eyes were like 

flames of fire. His feet were like polished 

bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice 

thundered like mighty ocean waves.  

He held seven stars in his right hand, and a 

sharp two-edged sword came from his 

mouth. And his face was like the sun in all 

its brilliance. 

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I 

were dead. But he laid his right hand on 

me and said, “Don’t be afraid! I am the 

First and the Last. I am the living one. I 

died, but look—I am alive forever and 

ever! And I hold the keys of death and the 

grave. 

“Write down what you have seen—both the 

things that are now happening and the 

things that will happen.  

 

Did you notice all the symbolism and imagery? Did 

you catch what any of it meant? Let’s look at this 

passage a little closer as it will set the tone for the 

remaining eight weeks of this series. 

 

Revelation 1:10 

It was the Lord’s Day, and I was 

worshiping in the Spirit. Suddenly, I heard 

behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 

blast. 

So, John is doing church one day much like us 

today, worshipping the Lord. He is reading some 

Scripture or singing a worship song and no doubt 

praying for the plight of his brothers and sisters in 

the faith who were being persecuted by the Romans.  

As John is worshipping, how does the Lord respond 

to him, did you notice? He responds with a 

revelation, with an apocalypse. It is like the Lord 

opens a box, pulls back a curtain and gives John a 

powerful image of who Jesus is. What do you 

picture Jesus to be like? From some of the stories 

from the Bible or movies or pictures we have seen, 

most of us probably picture Jesus with long flowing 

dark hair, a beard, mustache and an average build. 

 

Here in John’s present reality, Jesus gives him a 

vision of who he is and it is interesting the way that 

John describes the experience. Revelation 1:10, It 

was the Lord’s Day, and I was worshiping in the 

Spirit. Suddenly, I heard behind me a loud voice 

like a trumpet blast. This phrase is important 

because it reveals that John was not hallucinating, 

fatigued from hammering too many rocks in the 

quarry. No, this is something he is experiencing that 

is outside himself. He heard a voice behind him so 

naturally, John turns around to see who it is, 

wouldn’t you? 

 

This past week I went to a London Majors’ baseball 

game. I have always wanted to go to a game. I 

wanted to see the stadium that is the oldest in 

Canada. I had a great time with my sons and some 

friends. As I was sitting there, I heard someone 

called out, “Hey Pastor Paul.” So I naturally turned 

around to see who it was. That is what John does. 

He hears a voice behind him so he turns around to 

see who it is and what does he see?  

 

He sees a person. The same person he had followed 

60 years before. The same person he lived with and 

shared so many experiences and memories with, he 

saw Jesus but there was something different about 

him now. I turned and there…. Revelation 

1:13…was someone like the Son of Man. The Son of 

Man. John is particular about using this phrase here. 

It comes from the Old Testament book of Daniel 

and it refers to the central figure in all of history. 

Son of Man was the common way that Jesus referred 

to himself in the gospels, specifically in the book of 

Matthew.  

 

The important point John is emphasizing here is that 

when he turned around there was Jesus standing 

before him, the central figure in all of history and 

did you notice where the text says Jesus is standing? 

Revelation 1:12-13 says He is standing amongst 

seven gold lampstands. Remember Apocalyptic 

literature and all its imagery. Lampstands. Later in 

the passage we discover that the lampstands actually 

represent the churches that John has been praying 



for and the churches to which he will write letters. 

We will talk about that more next week.   

 

The number 7 in this day represented completeness 

so to say Jesus is standing amongst the seven 

lampstands means that Jesus is with His church, not 

just one church but all the churches. Jesus has not 

abandoned His church in these difficult days. He is 

there. He is not above them or beside them but 

smack dab in the centre of them and he understands 

all that they are going through during this difficult 

time. That gave John some reassurance in this text 

and it gives us reassurance today, that Jesus 

continues to be with us, His church no matter what 

we are going through.  

 

Over the next few verses, John tries to describe 

Jesus and the first thing that catches his attention is 

the way that Jesus is dressed.  

 

Revelation 1:13 

He was wearing a long robe with a gold 

sash across his chest.  

Are you like John? What is the first thing you notice 

about a person? Is the way that they are dressed?  

When you walked into this building today and 

greeted people, what is the first thing you noticed? 

Was it the way that they were dressed? I think I am 

a little like John that way. I do notice the way 

people dress and let me just say, you all look 

marvelous, today!  

 

It is at this point that I need to remind you that 

nothing in the Bible is happenstance or filler. Jesus 

is conveying a statement by the way He is dressed 

before John on the island of Patmos on this day and 

the symbolism (Apocalyptic literature) of what He is 

wearing is so important. The first century audience 

would have understood it a little better than we do 

today so let me explain. Revelation 1:13, He was 

wearing a long robe with a gold sash across his 

chest. The long robe Jesus is wearing is a priest’s 

robe, signifying that Jesus is the Great High Priest. 

The term priest in Latin means “Bridge Builder”. 

Jesus is the bridge between God and Humanity.  

 

Notice what is across His chest, it is a gold sash. In 

this day, a belt was worn around your waist to 

signify that you were preparing for work but when 

the belt or sash is moved to the chest, it meant that 

your work was now complete. It is finished. Do 

those words sound familiar? The position of the sash 

on Jesus in John’s vision here is symbolic. It reveals 

that Jesus has done all that needs to be done for 

humanity.  

 

Revelation 1:14 

His head and his hair were white like wool, 

as white as snow.  

This description reveals the agelessness, wisdom 

and purity of Jesus. He was around in the beginning 

and He will be there in the end. He is altogether 

holy.   

 

Revelation 1:14 

 And his eyes were like flames of fire.  

 

Have you heard that expression, our eyes are the 

windows to our soul? Many of you got your children 

off to school for a new year this past week. Let me 

ask, were there any tears? When our children were 

younger and started a new year, at times there were 

some tears. Once they brushed away their tears and 

before they headed off to school they would often 

ask me, “dad, can you tell I have been crying?” 

Why did they ask that? It is because our eyes tell the 

story.  

 

Jesus’ eyes like flames of fire. What does that 

mean? Well, fire purifies, illuminates and cleanses 

just as Jesus has done for us. Jesus looks through the 

façade and masks we put on and sees into our soul.  

Our time is running out so let’s look at some of the 

other symbolism quickly because it is important.  

 

Revelation 1:15 

His feet were like polished bronze refined 

in a furnace…  

This simply represents that Jesus is a firm 

foundation. He is unshakeable. All the other 

regimes, dynasties and kingdoms throughout 

history, all of them have crumbled and fallen but 

Jesus and the Kingdom of God continues to stand.  

 

Revelation 1:15  

…his voice thundered like mighty ocean waves.  

 

The interesting thing about the ocean and waves is 

that they are both powerful and soothing, peaceful at 

the same time.  



 

Have you noticed that?  Take a walk along the 

shores of an ocean or even one of our Great Lakes 

and you will know what I mean. Likewise, Jesus 

voice is both powerful and brings peace.  

 

Revelation 1:16 

 He held seven stars in his right hand, 

A little later in the passage we are told that the seven 

stars represents seven angels but Darrell Johnson in 

his book, Discipleship on the Edge thinks that 

imagery goes further than that. In the first century, 

an image of seven stars may have referred to the 

seven known planets at that time. Astronomy was 

important for the people of this day. They thought 

that all of life fluctuated in conjunction with these 

planets. Jesus holding the seven stars in His right 

hand means that the planets do not control the world 

but Jesus controls the planets. Like that familiar 

gospel chorus of the 1970’s says, He’s got the whole 

world in his hands.  

 

Revelation 1:16 

…and a sharp two-edged sword came from 

his mouth.  

Jesus’ words are sharp and to the point and they 

penetrate our lives. And his face was like the sun in 

all its brilliance. In the Old Testament, one of the 

greatest blessings possible was to have the Lord’s 

face shine upon us. Jesus’ face here is so warm and 

brilliant, like one of nature’s wonders, the sun in all 

its brilliance. 

 

Do you see the power of the language and the 

imagery that John is using in this passage to 

describe Jesus? Are you getting a bit of 

understanding of what Apocalyptic literature is all 

about? Doesn’t it paint of vivid picture in your mind 

of who Jesus is and what He represents? 

 

For John, his experience on that day, the picture of 

Jesus before him was so overwhelming that he is 

could not help but respond. He could not help but 

fall at the feet of Jesus with praise and thanksgiving.   

 

Revelation 1:17   

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I 

were dead.  

 

I wondered if we would have responded the same 

way? Have you ever been so overwhelmed by the 

presence of Jesus that you could do nothing else but 

fall at his feet in praise and worship? And notice 

how Jesus reacts to John’s gesture. He touched him. 

Jesus reaches out and touches John and comforts 

him.  

 

Revelation 1:17 

 …he laid his right hand on me and 

said, “Don’t be afraid!  

With all that is going on in the world at that time, 

the persecution of Christians, the church in disarray, 

John in exile in Patmos away from the people and 

the church that he loves, Jesus reaches out and 

reminds him, “I am here. Even in the midst of the 

chaos, I am here, I haven’t left you, everything will 

be okay.”  

 

I believe that is the message that Revelation brings 

to us even today. Jesus is with us. He is not above 

us. He is not beside us looking in. He is amongst us, 

His church. Not matter what is going in the world, 

not matter how frightened we become. No matter 

what obstacle we face, pandemic, natural disaster or 

tyrannical leader, Jesus, the living Saviour of the 

World is with us and He has come to give us hope 

now and to remind us that we do not have to be 

afraid of the future.  

 

It is while He is standing in the midst of the 

lampstands in Revelation 1 that Jesus dictates a 

message through John to his seven churches and 

Christians everywhere and that is what we will look 

at in more detail next week.  

 

So, what do you think? Has Revelation 1 piqued 

your interest? Are you intrigued and open to what 

God has for you through this series in the days 

ahead? Are you ready to “lift the lid off the box”, 

“Pull back the curtain” and see in a whole new way, 

that Jesus has a plan for our lives and for our world 

because, things aren’t always what they seem.  

 

Amen? Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Points to Ponder  

Unveiling Hope – A Study of the Book of 

Revelation  

Revelation 1 (Introduction) 

 

With a friend, your family or in your small 

group, discuss the following questions. 

1. In what ways or situations have you heard 

the word, apocalypse used in our culture? 

How does the way that the first century 

people of Jesus’ day would have understood 

it to mean to open up, unveil or break 

through, impact the way that you think about 

the Book of Revelation? 

2. If you were raised in the church, reflect on 

some of the things you were taught about the 

content and meaning of the Book of 

Revelation. Has your perspective of 

Revelation changed over the years? If so, 

what has caused the change? 

3. The literary genre of the Book of Revelation 

is Apocalyptic Literature. A characteristic of 

Apocalyptic Literature is that things aren’t 

always as they seem. How would that be 

demonstrated in our Christian faith?  

4. Share some examples of ways you have 

learned (or taught) something using symbols 

or images that have helped you grasp the 

concept in a deeper way.  

5. Brainstorm a list of some of the images, 

symbols or numbers that you have come 

across in the book of Revelation. Discuss 

with one another what you think each of 

these things mean.  

6. Read Revelation 1:10-20 together. Share 

some of the characteristics that John is using 

to describe Jesus. What characteristics do 

you find most comforting? Which ones do 

find most confusing? 

7. What does it mean to you that even today, 

Jesus is standing in the middle of the 

lampstands (Revelation 1:13) and that He is 

with us?  

 

 

 

 

Prayer and Action Item 

Pray for one another out of the key points that were 

discussed. Pray also that your hearts will be open to 

all that the Spirit wants to teach, grow and challenge 

you on throughout this series.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


